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TO HIS EXCELLENCY, 



SAMUEL HOUSTON, 



PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF TEXAS, 



The country which your valor ind "prudence were 
mainly instrumental in raising to the rank of a nation has, 
a second time, called you to the executive chair, and thus 
presiding over the destinies of a new people, you cannot re- 
main a stranger to the first efforts made to unfold the na- 
tional character. It is this consideration which has em- 
boldened me to inscribe to you the 'present work. 

Nothing is sp well adapted as literature to develop the 
genius of a new country, and the struggle of Texas against 
Mexico affords a noble subject for a work of imagination, 
in which the utmost power of description may be taxed, 
without fear of sinning against probability. The Texians 
may be considered as leading a crusade in behalf of modern 
, /"Civilization, against the antiquated prejudices and narrow 
policy of the middle ages, which still govern the Mexican 
Republic. The eyes of the world are upon them. The 
north of Mexico expects its deliverance at their hands, and if 
Texas be faithful to the call of Providence, power, glory, 
and immense wealth await her among the nations of the 
earth. 



IV DEDICATION. 

To accelerate the epoch when her star will reign para- 
mount from the Sabine to the Vermillion sea, and when 
millions of human beings, now degraded through ignorance, 
will learn to bless the name of the New Republic, as that of 
a benefactress, and rejoice in her success, as that of an adop- 
tive mother, should be the aim of every Texian. It is the 
object I have had chiefly in view in writing this work. I 
cannot flatter myself with the idea of having done justice to 
the subject, but I will find some indemnity for ray labor, if 
you look favorably on the attempt. 

Your Excellency's most humble 

and obedient servant, 

THE AUTHOR. 



PREFACE. 



In considering human events as they pass under his eye, 
the statesman is seldom able to take in at one view all their 
bearings, and justly to estimate the alterations they are likely 
to introduce into the civil polity of the race in whose fate he 
happens to be interested. But, if it be a perplexing task to 
trace such changes, through the vista of futurity, among the 
people in the midst of whom they originate, how much more 
difficult must it prove to point out their connection with the 
destinies of different nations and distinct races ? There are, 
however, occurrences of so singular a nature, as fully to 
authorise a reflecting man to foretell results, which, at first 
sight, appear to bear no proportion with the causes that are 
to produce them. Events like these are intended by Provi- 
dence as germs of mighty revolutions in which the happi- 
ness of millions is concerned, and that can be relied on with 
a political faith as strong as the confidence placed by the 
most acute reasoners in demonstrations a priori. 

No revolution has^ hitherto taken place better adapted to 
illustrate the proposition here laid down, than the establish- 
ment of Texian independence. A few years ago, Texas 
formed but an insignificant appendage to Mexico, and though 
its soil was known to possess exuberant fertility, with facili- 
ties for inland navigation which nature had refused to the 
rest of the Mexican provinces, the government entirely 
neglected it. With the apathy of ignorance they made con- 
cessions of its territory to men aliens to them in language 
and religion, whose habits of social life were diametrically 
opposed to theirs, and whose spirit of adventure and ardent 
love of freedom rendered them mortal foes to arbritrary 
rule ; while their acquaintance with modern improvements 
in arts and sciences pointed out a separation as inevitable, 
at no very remote period. Had the Mexican government 
known what mighty change they were preparing by their 
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generosity to the Anglo-Americans, instead of inviting them 
to colonize Texas, they would, no doubt, have prevented their 
entrance into that country ; and yet we question whether 
any thing could have taken place more conducive to the re- 
generation and improvement of Mexico than the success of 
the Texians. 

By the Machiavelian policy of Spain, Mexico had been 
kept in a complete state of pupilage and ignorance, almost 
entirely isolated from the rest of mankind, and deeply im- 
bued with prejudices calculated to render a communication 
with foreigners repugnant to her national feelings. From that 
political lethargy she could never have awakened by her un- 
aided energies. Much less could she have reached the high 
road of modern civilization, had she been lefl to grope her 
own way. But by her contest with Texas, she is now 
brought into a moral strife with modern lights, the necessary 
result of which will be the overthrow of the semi-barbarous 
system of polity that has hitherto prevented the development 
of the capacity of her people. The gates which illiberality 
and bigotry had closed against the introduction of foreign 
improvements and science are unbarred, and in spite of the 
opposition of the privileged classes against the spreading of 
knowledge, or their puerile attempts at reaction, darkness 
must ultimately be dispelled. Like a man who, from the 
obscurity of a subterranean dungeon, suddenly finds himself 
exposed to the glare of a meridian sun, and is, by that in- 
stantaneous transition, deprived of the faculty of vision, till 
the pupil of his eye adapt itself to his new situation ; Mex- 
ico, emerging from the darkness into which Spanish policy 
had plunged her, sustains as yet with difficulty the brilliancy 
of modern civilization — she is wincing and making awry 
faces ! — still the pupil of the national eye is dilating, and a 
mighty change is hastening on. 

It is this contest between the imperfect civilization of the 
fifteenth century, whicli sways the land of Anahuac, and that 
of modern times, which has already effected an entrance 
into the country ; that we have in the present work under- 
taken to depict. As the collision between the two opposite 
systems became more strongly developed during the war 
against Texas, we thought that by connecting the informa- 
tion we could communicate on this subject, with the adven- 
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tures of an officer who, during that sanguinary struggle, 
highly distinguished himself, we would render our work 
more instructive and entertaining. 

It will not be denied that the subject offers both interest 
and originality. We are aware it required greater talents 
than we possess, to do it justice ; yet we hope we can claim 
some merit for having pointed it out, as well as for the la- 
bors which the composition of this work has rendered in- 
dispensable. Our observations are the result of protracted 
travels through Mexico. Nearly all the localities mentioned 
in these pages have been personally visited by us, and as 
most of them lie in the northern provinces, never till now 
described by traveller?, we may presume that our remarks 
possess, at least, thei merit of novelty. 

Some fastidious critic may object to our work that the 
story is loosely put together, and presents in its plot none of 
those complicated imbroglios, accounted so essential, in mo- 
dern novel writing, for stirring the inaagination of the reader. 
To the first count we plead guilty, but answer with Sir Wal- 
ter Scott, " Who, the devil, minds the frame of a picture, 
provided the painting itself be well executed ? " To the 
second accusation, we answer that we should rather think it a 
subject of praise, should we be found capable of interesting 
our readers by faithful delineations of nature, or exact de- 
scriptions of the workings of human passions. We have 
long been of opinion that the precept of Horace, " Sit sim- 
plex dumtaxat et linum,*' should apply to a novel, as well as 
to a play, for the legitimate object of the latter is the same 
a^that of the drama. 

A friend who has obliged us with numberless corrections 
suggests the idea that the ceremonials and clergy of the 
Romish church are too frequently introduced on the scene. 
The charge,- if it be a defect, is well founded ; yet we must 
plead in self-defence, that we cause those reverend person- 
ages to act in so diversified a manner, as will, we hope, 
afford amusement to the reader. Moreover, the church has 
so much sway in Mexico, and the practices of bigotry are 
so closely interwoven with every kind of business, civil, 
criminal, military and commercial ; that, in justice to the pro- 
portion things bear to each other, we could not allot a lesser 
space to the padreSy nor fulfil, otherwise, the project we had 
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in view of giving a detailed account of Mexican manners, 
and the thousand curious incidents resulting from the moral 
contest in that country, between modern civilization and an- 
tiquated prejudices. Under whatever other defects this work 
may labor, we hope we have impartially fulfilled these two 
objects, which, we are not aware, had even been aimed at, by 
any book published on Mexico, since its emancipation from 
the Spanish yoke. In pointing out the influence which the 
independence of Texas is likely to exercise on the popula- 
tion of the northern provinces, and what are the destinies in 
reserve for the new republic, we may have been more san- 
guine than the present state of affairs could warrant, yet 
we have no doubt our predictions will prove true. 

The political details with which we have connected our 
descriptions, in order to impart to them that species of lite- 
rary interest which results from a dramatic form, are of too 
recent a date, and have made too much noise in the world, 
to have left us at liberty to introduce the alterations which 
our fancy might have suggested. It is what will happen to 
any novelist attempting to interweave his fiction with any 
point of history not yet mellowed by time. But is this a 
defect ? can our work be leas estimable because the political 
events it relates are narrated with historical exactitude ? 
We should suppose not. But how far we have met with suc- 
cess in conquering the difficulties of our undertaking, is not 
for us to say. More than once we have applied to ourselves 
the famous line of Horace, " incedis per ignes suppositos 
cineri doloso." Now, let the public pronounce whether we 
have succeeded in picking our steps along this dangerous 
path without damage to our socks. 
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CHAPTER I. 

Interminable meads 
And vast savannahs, where the wandering eye, 
Unfixt, is in a verdant ocean lost ; 
Another flora there of bolder hues 
And richer sweets, beyond our gardens' pride. 
Plays o*er the fields, and showers, with sudden hand. 
Exuberant spring. 

Thompson's Seasons, 

In that singular region of Mexico, where the high table 
id begins to sink by gradual descent towards the valley of 
! Rio Bravo, there extends through a space of niore than 
ir hundred miles in length, and three hundred in breadth, 
lesert, known under the name of " Bolson de Mapimi," 
utterly destitute of water and vegetation, as to be intran- 
ible. Its interior is, of course, entirely unknown, and 
)Ugh it is supposed to contain metallic riches to an im- 
;nse amount, no one, except every now and then, some 
Id Indian, ever ventures upon crossing its skirts. Nature, 
wever, which often delights in contrasts, has blessed with 
tility and enriched with perpetual verdure a small district 
the southeast verge of the dreary wilderness. This en- 
mting oasis is fertilized by the waters of the river Nasas, 
ich, rising in the mountains of Zacatecas, flows in a 
rtheast direction, until it loses itself in the lakes of 
rras and Mapimi. The various channels into which it 
anches off, and by means of which its beneficial influence 
rvades every part of this beautiful plain, form a thousand 
janders. Groves of tall and elegant saplings, interspersed 
th trees of gigantic size, adorn their banks, and offer tp 
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the traveller's contemplation a spectacle which may be said 
to be unique, in a journey from the mouth of the Rio Bravo 
to the foot of the western chain of the Sierra Madre ; (*) 
while the intervening prairies are thickly enamelled with I 
blossoms of the brightest hues, richest fragrance, and utmost 
elegance of configuration. 

In the spots which the scanty population of the country 
has already began to cultivate, many productions of the tem- 
perate zone are richly blended with those of tropical cli- 
mates, and the equable temperature, together with the per- 
petual absence of frost, insure to the laborer the varied 
reward of his toils. Here, luxuriant fields of wheat are 
enclosed by quick hedges of orange trees, and vineyards are 
guarded against the inroads of wild animals by thick-set 
rows of cacti, upon which the cochineal insect multiplies in 
myriads of millions, or the varied species of the Indian fig 
grow in abundance. In the orchards, the avigato pear, fig 
and pomegranate, alternate with the dwarf apple, peach, 
plum, apricot and other trees of the north. On the banks of 
the streams, the arundo gigantea is extirpated to make room 
for the sugar-cane, while the driest spots are made to pro- 
duce crops of fine silky cotton, equal to the best sea islands. 
In a word, the agriculture of this fertile plain, although yet 
in its infancy, may be considered as the richest and most 
varied it is possible to imagine. 

But nature, as if desirous to impart to her gifts a greater 
value by contrasting them with scenes of the most awful 
aridity, has raised, on every side of this rich district of coun- 
try, except the south-eastern edge, a circumvallation of 
mountains, the jagged summits of which tower in chalky 
nakedness, above the neighboring level. Not the least tree 
or bush adorns their sides. Hardly can one find, here and 
there, a sturdy agave, or half- withered opuntia, sadly vege- 
tating in the rocky crevices. Grenerally belonging to the 
trap formation, these rocks assume regular shapes, and mostly 
rise in perpendicular ledges, so that their summits are fre- 
quently inaccessible. There are, however, at intervals, deep 
cuts, called puertos, in the language of the country, through 
which nature has opened a communication from one valley 
to another, and it is at the entrance of one of those narrow 
passes, by which the inhabitants of the delta of the river 
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Nasas communicate with their neigbours, that is situated the 
little town of Phelipa, where the scene of our story opens. 

This place could, at the period to which we refer, boast 
of some illustration rather uncommon in the north of Mexico. 
Its first msigistrate, who had been Alcalde Mayor of part of 
what now forms the state of Cohahuila, was a man of edu- 
cation, who, having in his youth studied divinity with an eye 
to a rich benefice, in the gift of one of his uncles, had, when 
the war of independence broke out, abandoned it for the 
study of law, but who still plumed himself upon his double 
knowledge, and used sometimes to boast that he was " in 
utroquejure laureatus," Among the members of the Ayun- 
tamienio — anglice, the board of aldermen — there wiere four 
or five persons well acquainted with Latin, and possessing 
some knowledge of Spanish literature. Two foreign physi- 
cians, the one an American, the other a Frenchman, exer- 
cised the healing art in partnership, and their learning im- 
parted a zest to the social tone of the place, while the parish 
priest, who was accounted a prodigy of erudition, by his 
influence and polite behaviour, harmonized the whole, and 
by the exercise of an enlightened charity, always succeeded 
in repairmg what little breaches of good manners, jealoasy, 
or illiberality might produce among those worthies. 

This dignitary was a great and good man, in every sense 
of the word, and as he plays a distinguished part in our his- 
' tory, it will not be improper to make our readers minutely 
acquainted with his character. 

Don Fernando de Larribal (such was his name) was the 
youngest son of a Biscayan gentleman, who having but a 
slender fortune to leave to his children, had despatched our 
Fernando, yet almost an infant, to Mexico, to be there 
brought up, under the patronage of his elder brothdr, who 
had been an inhabitant of that country for several years pre- 
vious, and had already realized a considerable fortune. It 
was in the post of secretary to the Bishop of Durango, to 
whom he had attached himself, after entering into holy orders, 
that his powers of insinuation and conciliating manners had 
gained him an influence and credit superior to his wealth. 
That credit he employed for the advantage of his brother, 
immediately afler his arrival ; by procuring his admission, 
as one of the king's bursars, (') into the college of San Juan de 
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Leteran, the best seminary of learning at that time extant in 
Mexico. Here, young Fernando made great progress, and 
by his good conduct, so highly recommended himself to the 
rector of the institution, that, upon his brother's benevolence 
growing too scanty for the purchase of books and works of 
literature, which the young man thought necessary for the 
improvement of his mind, he was assisted out of the director's 
private purse. Thus protected, he went through what was, 
then and there, supposed to constitute a complete course of 
education ; that is to say, he thoroughly learned Latin and 
Arithmetic — went through Algebra, as far as the equations 
of the third degree — dabbled a little in geometry and Spanish 
literature, became a proficient in metaphysics and theology, 
and was solemnly admitted to the degree of bachelor of arts, 
in the university of San Ildefonso, by receiving with great 
pomp and formality, the power of ^* interpreting Aristotle 
throughout the wjwle vwrld.^* 

Being thus invested with academic honors, he was by his 
brother's interest presented to the living of Phelipa, which, 
in point of income and respectability, might be accounted the 
fourth or fifth in the large diocese of Durango. There he 
had by his zeal, learning and charity, recommended himself 
to the universal love and respect of the inhabitants. Out of 
an income of six thousand dollars a year, he spent for liim- 
self barelyVhat was sufficient for the actual necessaries of 
life, and employed the remainder in supporting a public school, 
and relieving private distress. Not content with these bene- 
factions, he kept a little pharmacy, in order to administer 
gratuitously remedies to the poor, and even, when requested, 
practised medicine, with which he was well acquainted. It 
is true, that as he had not the Pope's permission to that efiTect, 
he was scrupulous in prescribing for the sick ; yet he never 
could withstand the calls or tears of the poor, and this was, 
as his vicar observed, a greater stumbling-block to him, than 
all the other canonS of discipline, put together. Furthermore, 
at his leisure hours, he taught Spanish and Latin grammar 
to the children of several of his rich parishioners, who were 
desirous of having them prepared for college, free of expense 
— a thing not more infrequent in Mexico, than in other 
countries. 

This man, thus endowed with the spirit of philanthropy, 
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was entirely free from the moral defects which are but too 
frequently found to disgrace the Mexican clergy. He pos- 
sessed a great zeal for the good of souls, without intolerance ; 
great learning, without pride — and, to say all in a few words, 
he. was a holy priest, and yet an honest man. It was no 
wonder, then, that he was respected and loved by his pa- 
rishioners. They were the more attached to him, by com- 
paring him with his fellow clerg3rmen, of other parishes, and 
they had, in order to express their attachment, generally 
adopted an Indian epithet, which they applied to him, by way 
of eminence. They called him Tata padre, an endearing 
expression, by which Mexican Indians designate a degree of 
moral excellence almost superhuman, and which, in the hal- 
cyon days of religious fanaticism, they thought it was a great 
honor to confer upon the illustrious Don Vasco de Quiroga, 
first Bishop of Mechoacan, after he had, by arduous labors, 
civilized the Tarascos, and introduced among them agriculture 
and the mechanical arts. (') 

To our benevolent and virtuous clergyman. Providence had 
afforded numerous occasions of exercising his charity, by 
placing him at the head of a large parish, chiefly consisting 
of Indians, who, although partly civilized and acquainted with 
the arts necessary to social life, were still ignorant,, im- 
provident and apathetic in the extreme. The (numberless 
calls made upon him, at all hours, by night and by day, sel- 
dom tired his patience, and though he sometimes grumbled, 
he always hastened to the assistance of his parishioners, 
whenever they insisted upon being attended by him, rather 
than by his viaar — which was generally the case, and render- 
ed the latter's office almost a sinecure. 

On the day in which the hero of our story was ushered into 
the world, our worthy clergyman had been called to the sick, 
four times already ; and, feeling much fatigued by his repeat- 
ed rides, he was resting himself and enjoying the cool of the 
evening breeze, under a spreading orange-tree, in his huerta, 
when his servant, a silly old Indian, called Tio Pedro, pre- 
cipitately, rushed towards him, with a countenance in which as- 
tonishment, mingled with terror, was depicted, and exclaimed 
in a hurried voice, " Now, Tata padre, may the most Holy 
Virgin of Guadelupe defend us, (*) but there is another sick 
call ! — And in the most strange manner ever seen in Phelipa. 
Vol. I. 2 
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A four wheeled coach, Senor, has just stopped at the main 
gate of the court yard ; and, to my notion, it was never 
made in this republic. — The wheels are so slender ! — And 
with bright iron bands, all of a single piece ! — And the body 
of the coach, Senor, — oh, it is a sight ! — Varnished all over ; 
—olive green, picked out with yellow ! The grand carriage 
of the Bishop of Durango, himself, when he came down to 
give confirmation, last summer, — was nothing to it ! And 
he who rides in it is a strange gentleman, Senor, — very 
strange ! He is dressed like the Alcalde's son, when he re- 
turned from Mexico, and wears a narrow brimmed hat, like 
the one your worship brought from Durango, at your last 
trip. — And his face, Senor,— oh, it is so white and smooth ! 
The man must be a Jew ! — I am much mistaken if he is not 
an American. He cannot be a Christian, I know. He looks 
so much like one of those pictures which Tirilla brought from 
France and wished to palm upon the people for images of 
saints. Now, Tata padre, I hope you won't go. The man 
is certainly a Jew, and there is no knowing what he might 
do with your worship." 

This address was delivered with so much volubility by Tio 
Pedro, that his master had not the chance of uttering a single 
word ; but, rising up from his seat, he directed his steps 
towards the parsonage, when he was met at the gate of the 
hucrta, by the gentleman whom Tio Pedro had described. 

The stranger was a man of twenty-three or twenty-four 
years of age, of a striking beauty ; but evidently a prey to 
the most violent grief, lie accosted the priest with polite- 
ness, and informed him, with tears in his eyes, that a lady, 
who was travelling towards Bexar, had been seized with the 
pains of premature labor, and compelled to remain at a village 
of the name of Larza, three leagues distant, and that he had 
come in haste, to seek both for medical and spiritual assis- 
tance. — She was in imminent danger, and he wished to know 
whether there was any physician in the place. 

To this, the priest answered tliat they had two medical 
men, in Phclipa, but that, unfortunately, both were absent 
and at a considerable distance. At this piece of information, 
the stranger seemed to be thrown into a paroxysm of grief. 
He wrung his hands, — ^looked up towards heaven and then 
upon the priest, with such an air of supplication, that the lat- 
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ter was unable to withstand its eloquence. He had resolved 
within himself to send his vicar, to administer spiritual con- 
solation to the sick lady, for he felt so much tired from his 
preceding rides, that he did not think himself adequate to the 
task ; but he could not resist that dumb appeal, and imme- 
diately changed his resolution. He knew, indeed, that spirit- 
ual ordinances conferred by his vicar would be as efRcacious 
as his own ; but in the physicians' absence he was the only 
person able to administer medicine. He, therefore, consoled 
the stranger in the best way he could, and added he would 
go himself to the lady's assistance, and that, as he understood 
something of physic, he hoped to be of service. There 
was, also, he said, an old partera, in the place, who had often, 
in difficult cases, acted under the direction of medical men. 
They would take her along with them, and in the meanwhile 
despatch messengers to the physicians, to hasten their return. 

By this time they had reached the dwelling house of the 
clergyman, who immediately sent his servant to bring, with 
all possible speed, Tia Rachela, the above mentioned priestess 
of Lucina, who was to accompany them. But the servant, 
disliking the errand, manifested some repugnance and even 
undertook to reason the case with his master. 

" Tia Rachela," said he, " will hardly be prevailed upon 
to come, when she finds out in whose company she is to ride." 

" How !" said the priest ; " you forget yourself, Tio Pe- 
dro. . My kindness has spoiled you. Am I not good com- 
pany enough for Tia Rachela ?" 

" Ah, Seiior,"- resumed the servant, " sure, your worship 
is good company enough, but it is not of you I speak — and if 
a poor servant might presume to give an advice," added he 
in a whisper, " I think you would do well to send your vicar, 
rather than go yourself. Consider, Senor, as I told you, that 
the man — " 

" And consider, Tio Pedro," resumed his master, waxing 
wroth, " that, as your parish priest, I do command you to go 
immediately and fetch Tia Rachela hither, and answer not a 
word — not a syllable." 

Overawed by his master's decisive tone, Tio Pedro obeyed, 
but not without grumbling. Having got to Tia Rachela's 
house, he informed her of his errand, in such a manner, as 
inclined her rather to conceal herself, in order to eschew the 
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contamination attending a ride in the same coach with a man 
suspected of being a Jew, than to perform what, in other 
circumstancesr, she would have considered as an act of cha- 
rity. She was arguing and debating the matter with Pedro, 
when the clei^yman, tired waiting, came to decide her by 
his authority. His commands, delivered by himself, in per- 
son, she could not resist, and donning her best shawl, she 
reluctantly went with him and entered the coach. The Tata 
padre and the strange gentleman mounted afterwards, 
and drove with great speed towards the rancho, or village of 
Larza. 

They were no sooner gone than Tio Pedi'o flew to the 
house of Dona Salas, an old beata, who, having buried three 
husbands, had, at the age of sixty-three, made a vow of celi- 
bacy, and through a desire of participating in the merits of 
the order of St. Francis, taken the habit of the terciarioM, 
Merely by wearing the gown of the institute, and reciting a 
few additional prayers, every week, she became possessed of 
an individual share in the large stock of spiritual graces and 
indulgences which are the exclusive property of the Fran- 
ciscans, and was in full community of merit with the Capu- 
chin nuns themselves. 

This beata, though sufficiently faithful to her religious 
vowS| by which she had got a cheap bargain of salvation ; 
had, nevertheless, a mortal hatred against what is generally 
accounted the monastic observance most painful to a female— 
I mean silence and recollection. Her house was the news- 
room of Phelipa, and the place of rendezvous for all the 
Possips of the vicinity. This, being well known to Tio 
edro, was the secret, though unavowed motive, which 
prompted him to resort thither, in order to give a quicker 
and wider spread to his suspicions and surmises. He found 
at Dona Salas' a little club of female gossips,'who had seen 
the coach drive up to the priest's house, and had immediately 
met, in order to deliberate upon the purport of that strange 
incident. 

Tio Pedro's countenance indicated that his tongue was 
pregnant with some extraordinary piece of news, of which it 
longed to be delivered, for he kept his mouth shut up with 
great rigidity, and wagged his head to and fro with no less 
solemnity. There is a kind of freemasonry among news- 
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mongers, to what degree soever they may belong, which 
enables them, at one single glance, to guess when a brother 
or sister of the craft has something worth knowing in' his 
budget, and their natural eagerness to get at it is not a little 
heightened by a consciousness of their penetration. 

ijpon Tio Pedro's entrance, therefore, they did not fail to 
assail him with a confused medley of queries, to which, 
howev^, he, out of a sense of his own importance, decUned 
answering, until he had been regularly invited to sit down by 
the lady of the mansion, and was categorically interrogated 
by her. 

" Now, Tio Pedro," said Doiia Salas, who knew well how 
to manage him, " you have been running up and down the 
town in a great hurry, for I saw you passing by, several 
times, and you will not, I think, be the worse off for a little 
glass of vino mescal." (*) 

" Indeed, Senora," answered Pedro, " I hardly ever taste 
it, for the Tata padre can smell it, should I swallow but a 
thimblefull, but as he will not return till to-morrow, I think I 
can venture it without any danger. '' 

" He will not return till to-morrow !" resumed Dona Sa- 
las. ** Is he then gone so far V* 

" He is not gone farther than the village of Larza," re- 
plied Pedro, " but for all that he will not return till to-mor- 
row night ; that is, if he return at all." 

" If he return at all V* exclaimed all the women, alarmed. 
" Mercy on us, Pedro ! What is the matter ?" 

" The matter, Senora," returned Pedro, " is that my mas- 
ter is gone off with an outlandish kind of a man, who is no 
Christian, I am sure, for he speaks rather broken Spanish, 
and when he came to the door of the house, he knocked and 
knocked, without ever calling out Ave Maria, His wife is 
unexpectedly brought to bed, yonder, at Larza, and if he be 
a Jew, she, of course, is a Jewess. So, master is gone to give 
her extreme unction, and Tia Rachela to assist her, in her 
own way. But I am afraid it will turn out worse than we 
think. They may kill my poor master — and for Ra- 
chela, they may throw a spell upon her, and even should she 
escape unhurt, by whom can she expect to be employed, after 
assisting a Jewess ?" 

Upon hearing Tio Pedro's surmises, the female senate 

2* 



18 AMBROSIO DB LETINEZ. 

became horrified, and thinking, as well as he, that their be- 
loved Tata padre was in danger, they began to deliberate 
upon the means of rescuing him. Dofia Salas proposed to 
send the sacristan, beadle and singing-boys, armed with 
swords and daggers ; but Tio Pedro remarking that the boys 
were too young to fight, and the sacristan too old, it was, 
after mature deliberation, agreed to go to the Alcalde's, and 
lay the matter before him, not doubting but he would send a 
party of civic guards to insure the priest's safety. 

The first Alcalde of Phelipa, although he had, in his youth, 
studied divinity, was by the knowing ones, supposed a little 
inclined to modem philosophy, and of all the women in town, 
the one he hated most, was Dona Salas, on account of her blue 
gown and white cord of St. Francis. He was, therefore, 
most disagreeably surprised, when he saw that female enter- 
ing his office, accompanied by four or five of the most med- 
dlesome gossips in the whole parish ; but when they laid be- 
fore him the subject of their visit, he became still more dis- 
pleased, for he had no mind to make himself ridiculous by 
acceding to their wishes, and yet he knew that a refusal would 
give them occasion of prattling against him, and representing 
bim as inimical to religion. 

Unwilling, therefore, to incur the odium of a flat denial, 
he represented to them that there was not the least proba- 
bility of their beloved Tata padre's life being in danger, since 
the person who had called appeared to be a gentleman of 
respectability — ^that the village of Larza was populous and 
the road to it quite safe, and that he could not concur in a 
measure, which, without any adequate motive, could not fail 
to create an unusual excitement, and perhaps alarm the person 
to whose assistance the priest had been so ready to fly. 

All these plausible reasons did not, however, satisfy our 
pious women, and least of all DoSa Salas, who entered into 
an elaborate argument with the Alcalde, in order to prove 
the reasonableness of her proposal. She belabourea him 
with her tongue, but that magistrate's mind being made up^ 
and seing that all her eloquence availed nothing, she, at last, 
lost patience, and lefl the office, in a pet. The female 
squadron who accompanied her participated in her displeasure, 
and they were no sooner in the street, than they held a council 
among themselves, and it was agreed to go to the captain of 
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the civic guard, to beseech him to do what they, under the 
present circumstances, judged necessary. They found this 
Amctionary more tractable than the Alcalde ; yet, not think* 
ing any great display of military force necessary upon this 
occasion, and, also, for fear of committing himself with the 
Alcalde, who was very jealous of his power ; he contented 
himself with summoning, as secfetly as he could, eight pri- 
vates, whom he rather begged than commanded, to go, with- 
out noise, towards Larza, and watch over the priest's safety. 
This was accounted a signal service rendered to religion, by 
Dona Salas and the other comadres, who attended upon her, 
as humble satellites revolving rotund a primary luminary. In 
order, the more leisurely, to descant upon the Alcalde's im- 
piety and their own attachment to religion, they adjourned 
to the house of one of their numbe;r, who had some excellent 
chocolate, of which they wished to partake^ as it was now 
about five o'clock in the aflernoon, and there we will leave 
them, to enjoy their fragrant beverage, scanned with scandal. 
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CHAPTER II. 

There, grim fanadc^m, with gory hand. 
His poniard shakes, and by his serpent looks, 
Freezes the human mind, — to lasting infancy 
Binding a race, for highest thoughts designed. 

Don Diego del Chile, 

While the members of the civic guard are trotting on, on 
their errand, we will overtake the priest and the strange gen- 
tleman, who are riding ahead of them, in order to listen to 
their conversation. After a long silence, during which the 
stranger's grief seemed, at every moment, to increase in in^ 
tensity ; the priest, desirous of alleviating it by consolatioOi 
observed, " My calling, Sir, which makes it binding upon me 
to keep secrecy in every thing relating to the spiritual wel- 
fare of my fellow men, and my desire of being useful to you, 
persuade me that I cannot be thought indiscreet in manifest- 
ing a wish to be informed more in detail of your present cir- 
cumstances. It may enable me to be more serviceable, than 
I could otherwise expect to be — ^yet I would not be thought 
to court a confidence which you may have powerful reasons : 
to withhold — much less would I violate the sacredness of mis- 
fortune, by an importunate curiosity. I make the suggestion, 
merely because you seem to be struggling with yourself, and 
your mind appears weighed down by an oppressive burden.'* 

" It is true, father, you have guessed aright," answered the 
stranger. " I have a communication to make, for I shall want 
your counsel and aid. This communication is painful ; yet I 
fully rely upon your generosity and discretion. From your re- 
putation, your charity is known to me, and I am also aware of 
the sacredness of the seal of confession, under which aloxie 
I will communicate to you the cause of my grief and fears. 
It is, indeed, urgent that you should be informed of all» 
before you reach the bedside of her whom you are going to 
visit — ^but how shall I unbosom myself within this woman's 
hearing ? — Is there any language unknown to her which w& 
could use ?" 
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" Are you acquainted with Latin ?" interrupted the priest. 

" Too imperfectly for the purposes of conversation," re- 
turned the stranger, '< but perhaps you understand English 
or French." 

" English," replied the clergyman, " if you will articulate 
slowly, I think Ishall be able to un(]|rstand your meaning, for 
I read, and have some practical knowledge of the language." 

"Well, then, father," resumed the stranger, "we will 
converse in English, for it is my vernacular tongue. I am 
an American by birth — the youngest son of a planter of the 
state- of Maryland — of the name of Faring. Having, in my 
youth, embraced the mercantile profession, I was sent to the 
city of Mexico, by a commercial house of New York, with 
which I was connected. I had not been, living long in that 
city, when certain affairs obliged me to undertake a journey 
to the state of Mechoacan, The pers6ns with whom I had 
business to transapt lived in the city of Pascuaro, and I 
found the scenery of the environs so picturesque, that I pro- 
longed my stay in that town, somewhat more than I would 
have done, had it not been for that attraction. (®) 

" I took so much delight in studying the beauties of na- 
ture, which are there revealed with a perfection of which I 
had no previous idea, that I made the banks of the lake the 
theatre of frequent rambles, and the islands which stud 
its surface, the objects of frequent visits. I was, I believe, 
the first American ever seen in that part of the country, and 
although this circumstance naturally made me an object of 
csuriosity for the inhabitants, yet, on account of my supposed 
difference of religion, it was mingled with a certain degree 
of hatred, which, not unfVequently, broke out into open in- 
sults. The people, in their ignorance, looked upon me as a 
person by whose contact they would be defiled, and with 
whom it would be a sin to be in habits of intimacy, or to ex- 
hibit the common civilities of life. My neglect in paying 
to the ceremonies of religion the external marks of reverence 
which are exacted from all — though proceeding from mere 
ignorance — ^was constructed into open disrespect, and being 
accidentally present, one day, as the host passed by, without 
taking off my hat, I was stabbed by an ignorant shoemaker, 
near whose booth I was standing. 

" I was left in the street, weltering in my blood, till, hap- 
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pily for me, the coach of Count Letinez passed by, and- hk 
daughter, who was riding in it, with her governess, seeio| 
me thus abandoned, out of compassion, caused me to be 
carried to her father's house, which was not far distant 
The old Count was absent, and the servants, in the idea that 
the wound I had received was a just punishment for what 
^ they considered a sacrilegious act, would not have waited 
upon me without disgust ; but I was indebted, for a more 
humane treatment, to a clergyman, a brother of the Cooot, 
who, during the latter's absence, superintended his house- 
hold and governed his family. My eternal gratitude is due 
to that worthy priest. He had a mind enlarged by reading, 
perfectly free from bigotry and prejudice, and he sincerely 
lamented the fatal effects of the intolerant ideas planted in 
Mexico by tlie Spanish government. He had been conver- 
sant with Humboldt,' was fond of the company of foreigners, 
and acted towards me with genuine philanthropy ; sinee^ 
notwithstanding my being a Protestant, he took the best care 
of me, and did not disdain to administer medicine to me 
with his own hands. ' His conversation was interesting^ and 
he was passionately fond of literature. A similarity of taste, 
on my side, formed between 'us a bond, which, in a short 
time, ripened into intimacy, and as soon as I was able to 
rise from my bed, he introduced me to the distinguished 
visiters of the house, and installed me, as it were, a member 
of the family. 

" I had not been long in the house of Count Letinez, be- 
fore his only daughter, Maria del Carmen, made an indelible 
impression on my heart. Her beauty was of a superior or- 
der, and though she had not enjoyed the advantage of an 
education corresponding to her rank, the goodness of her 
heart and delicacy of her feelings, in great measure, sup- 
plied the deficiency. She soon reciprocated my sentiments, 
and our growing attachment did not seem, for a while, to 
attract her uncle's notice ; which made me believe he did 
not intend to oppose an union between his niece and me. 
There was, however, an obstacle to the accomplishment of 
our desires, which I was sometimes afraid would prove io- 
vincibl(j — the difference of religion. No marriage between 
a Protestant and a female of the country had ever taken 
place, and though the objection could be removed by the 
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Pope^s dispensation, still the Pope was so far distant, and 
the communications with the Holy See were so difficult and 
precarious, that it might be considered as insuperable. 

** Notwithstanding all the difficulties we foresaw, our mu- 
tual love kept increasing, and at last, her uncle, becoming 
alarmed for the consequences, in a polite, but firm manner, 
signified to me that I could not cpntinue an inmate of the 
family, adding, that, as an union with his niece was impos- 
sible, all further intimacy between us must cease. 

" Overpowered with the most poignant grief, at an intima- 
tion which I considered as cutting off all my hopes, yet un- 
able to renounce her whom I loved more than my own life, I 
had, before my departure from the house, a private inter- 
view with her. Her uncle had already announced to her 
his resolution, but I found her less grieved than I had reason 
to expect. ' Fully acquainted with the extent of his love for 
her, she hoped to induce him to change his determination, 
and she imparted to Aie a scheme she had already sketched 
out for that purpose. In order to give her plan (of the suc- 
cess of which she was very sanguine) time to take effect, 
she requested me to absent myself for some weeks, and not 
to show myself in the neighborhood, until I should hear 
from her. I expostulated, but in vain, for she insisted on 
my imn^ediate disappearance, prescribing, at the same time, 
that.I should remove to the Island of Tzintzonzan, situated 
in the middle of the lake of Pascuaro, where the ruins of 
the ancient capital of the kingdom of Mechoacan are still to 
be seeq, inhabited by a few Indian families. (^) 

" Implicitly following her directions, I took a boat, that 
same evening, and caused myself to be ferried over to the 
place of my temporary exile. I had no idea of the artifice 
to which she had recourse, in order to work upon her uncle's 
fears, and induce him to accede to our mutual wishes. But, 
on the twenty-second day after my departure from Pascuaro, 
I received from her a letter, in which she informed me tliat 
matters being made up, her family were going to remove to 
Valladolid, the capital of the province, where they had a 
house, and that I might make my appearance, in that city, 
with renewed hopes. She had availed herself of my absence, 
to feign a violent grief, which seemed rapidly to terminate in 
a decline. In the meantime, her old nurse (who still lived 
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with her in quality of duena, but entirely devoted to*]ur' 
wishes) had played her part admirably well, incessanti!^ spedk- 
ing of her mistress' approaching death, and hintmg^-that hei 
state was owing to the repulse I had met with. 

*^ Many persons now began to blame the old uoole fdir Ids 
cruelty, and he became himself alarmed for the life of his niece. 
He tried to console her- and sought to dissipate her melan* 
choly, by the recreations most adapted to her age, but she 
remained inconsolable, until, at last, the old gentleman, re- 
lenting,' promised that he would no longer oppose our mar- 
riage. 

" The old Count might start objections to the alliance of 
his daughter with a Protestant, but, as he was, in all things, 
directed by his brother, it was not supposed a very difficult 
task to overcome 'them. A more formidable obstacle result- 
ed from the religious impediment. We needed a dispenia- 
tion from the ecclesiastical authority, and without it, our mar- 
riage could not be celebrated. It was for the purpose of so- 
liciting that permission, the family had taken the resolutioa 
of removing to Valladolid, where Maria directed me to meet 
her, in order (") that my efforts might be joined to theirs. 

" At the first interview I had with her, she informed me 
of the artifice she had employed, in order to overcome her 
uncle's scruples, and I must confess that I was not a little 
surprised ; for I believed her too pldin and unaffected to be 
capable of what could not be considered in any other light 
than duplicity. But as she had been actuated by an ardent 
aiicction, of which I was the object, I could not possibly re. 
sent her conduct. 

" We now abandoned ourselves to the most delightful an- 
ticipations of future happiness, and the old Count, who soon 
returned to join his family, though he made, at first, some 
show of resistance, was, at last, persuaded by his brother's 
entreaties and his daughter's tears, to ratify our mutual pro- 
mises. I should never come to an end, were 1 to relate in 
detail, all the solicitations we were obliged to have recourse 
to, and all the formalities we had to undergo, to obtain from 
the ccclesifislical authority permission for the celebration of 
our nuptials. The Bishop of Mechoacan was absent, but he 
had delegated his juris* liction to the Dean of the cathedral, 
who happened to be a particular friend of the fimiily of Leti- 
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nee and under great obligations to them. This dignitary 
was sufficiently disposed to grant us the favor we sued for, 
but it was thought by many above the power even of episco- 
pal authority, sitth dispensations being, by the canons, com- 
monly reservdb ^o the Pope himself. The Count, however, 
found various divines of great authority who decided in our 
favor. In order to oblige us, a particular point of the canon 
law was strained. It was said that when recourse to the 
sovereign pontiff is either physically, or morally impossible ; 
the Bishops are, in their dioceses, authorised to grant all the 
dispensations commonly reserved to the Apostolic See. In 
our case such a recourse was morally impossible, because in 
the present disturbed state of affairs, both in Mexico and 
Spain, it wcus extremely difficult to communicate with his 
Holiness. These reasons prevailed over the Dean's mind 
and he granted us the dispensation. There were several 
other formalities, which we should have been obliged to com- 
ply with, had not the indulgence already shown us rendered 
it ridiculous to exact things of minor importance, and we 
were, therefore, married, without any publication of bans, or 
any other disagreeable delay. 

" The ceremony took place in the Count's domestic. chapel, 
and the Dean himself, in his quality of Vicar General of 
the Diocese, did us the honor of officiating. Never was there 
a couple more happy than we. Every day, our love seemed 
to increase and the old Count with his brother blessed, a 
hundred times a day, the happy marriage which betokened 
peace and happiness to their old age ; but our felicity was 
disturbed by a cause we had the least reason to suspect. The 
Bishop of Mechoacan, who had been long absent, returned at 
last from Europe and being informed of our marriage, was 
highly displeased at the authority which the Dean had arro- 
gated to himself, during his absence. He immediately in- 
terdicted him the exercise of his ecclesiastical functions, and 
not content with this, his L#ordship declared our marriage 
null and void, and the spiritual court issued a mandate for our 
separation. 

" The family of Letinez obliged me to abscond, but, as 
the Bishop was informed that I still continued to visit my 
wife, in secret ; by a strange stretch of authority, he cadsed 
her to be shut up in the convent of St. Clair. It was only at 
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the end of six months, when her advanced pregnancy render- 
ed it absolutely impossible that she should any longer continue 
among the nuns, that she obtained leave to return to her fa- 
ther's. Once at Uberty, she was the first to propose to me 
to take her to the United States. Our intention was, imme- 
diately afler reaching the frontiers of Louisiana, to send a 
trusty messenger to her father, to inform him of the place of 
our retreat, and she doubted not but he and her uncle would 
come to join us. This hope rendered the moment of her 
departure less bitter than it would otherwise have proved, 
but now, that the period of her confinement has overtaken 
her, in the midst of our journey, the fear of being pursued 
by the emissaries of the Bishop has created a paroxysm of 
terror, and I anticipate the most fatal consequences. 

" Now, father," continued the stranger, " I have briefly 
imparted to you the history of my marriage. It is under the 
holy pledge of secrecy I have reposed this confidence in you. 
I am afraid my wife's misgivings are but too well founded. 
If we are arrested, at tliis juncture, the fright will prove fatal. 
Could she be but removed to some convenient place, at a 
distance from the high road, my fears would be less excru- 
ciating. If you can aid us, by your counsels, or influence 
over the villagers' mind ; oh ! I beseech you, in the name of 
that religion, of which you are so worthy a minister ; take 
compassion upon an innocent woman, most unjustly per- 
secuted." 

The good clergyman was moved even to tears, by the 
stranger's appeal, and promised to do every thing in his 
power. He entered upon the discharge of his promise, by 
endeavouring to reconcile Tia Rachela with her task. The 
reader may remember that this worthy matron had set out on 
the present errand, with great reluctance, and the priest was 
afraid, that, if she were not soothed and her suspicions lulled 
asleep; she might acquit herself of her functions in so careless, 
a manner as to endanger the lady's welfare. He, therefore, 
translated for her edification a part of the stranger's com- 
munication, and left her completely satisfied that the person 
she was called to assist was no Jewess ; but a Christian and 
a Count's daughter, to boot. He, moreover, became securi- 
ty that she should be well paid for her trouble, particularly if 
the safety of the lady and her child was the result of her at- 
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tention and skilful deportment ; and Tia Rachela, who had, 
till then, manifested her displeasure, by a very sulky demea- 
nor, condescended to illumine her countenance with a certain 
sunshine of satisfaction, which proclaimed that her former 
suspicions were entirely dissipated. 

In the meantime they were drawing near to the village of 
Larza — ^for they had driven with the utmost speed — and 
upon their arrival, Mr. Faring, alighting from the coach, 
begged the clergyman with Tia Rachela, to await his re- 
turn, and entered the cabin in which his wife was lodged, in 
order to prepare her for the interview. There was no need 
of rtuch art, or eloquence, to dispose her mind, for, indeed, 
far from being fmpressed with any sentiment of awe at the 
idea of the priest's visit, she manifested, on the contrary, an 
earnest desire of seeing him, because, being persuaded that 
her death was drawing near, she earnestly wished to receive 
the last sacraments of the church. 

When the good clei^man entered the cabin, he was 
shocked to see the absolute want of comfort in that misera- 
ble habitation, in which a lady of her high birth had been 
reduced to take shelter. It might be said with truth, that 
the poverty of the Mexican peasant was visible, there, in all 
its nakedness. There was neither table, nor bedstead, and 
had it not been for a matress which the travellers had 
brought with them, the sick lady would have been necessi- 
tated to lie on the bare earth. Two or three low stools sup- 
plied the place of chairs, and some fragments of dried 
gourds, that of crockery ware; while the only two articles 
that bore any resemblance to furniture, were a block of grit- 
stone, shaped into a kind of mill, with its corresponding 
roller^ to grind maize into a soft pulp, and a circular plate 
of iron, to bake that pulp into thin cakes — a species of In- 
dian bread which is the main article of food of the popula- 
tion of that country. But in order to give a more exact 
idea of the wretchedness of the Mexican peasantry, I am 
bound to add that this comal, or griddle, being of cast metal, 
was considered, in such a place, as an article of luxury. 

. The priest had no sooner entered the apartment, than all 
those who were present approached him with marks of the 
deepest reverence, and devoutly kissed his hand. He kindly 
blessed them all, and directed them to withdraw, in order 
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that he might hear the sick person's confession, during 
which, he administered not only spiritual Qomfort, but also 
all the other consolations her present state seemed to re- 
quire. He told her that, provided her situation should al- 
low her to be removed to the town of Phelipa, he would pro- 
cure for her a convenient house, with proper furniture and 
attendants, and, at all events, protect her against the at- 
tempts of any one sent in pursuit of her. Moreover, he 
assured her that her marriage was valid, and that she had no 
longer any thing to fear from the Bishop of Mechoacan, and 
he concluded by holding up to her hopes the pleasing pros- 
pect of a happy termination of her jourpey, when she would 
find in her husband's love, an indemnity for her present 
sufferings. 

The good man's representations soothed her mind to com- 
parative calm, and when he had exhausted all the motives of 
consolation which his Christian charity could suggest, he re- 
called the company, and they all sat down in expectation of 
the moment fixed by nature for the lady's delivery. Tia 
Rachela, now highly interested in her behalf, by her beauty, 
youth, and piety, selected from among the oldest and most 
prudent matrons of the neighboring cabins, those by whom 
she desired to be assisted in her functions, and every thing 
promised a happy issue, when, unfortunately, a considerable 
noise was heard in the street before the cabin, and the news 
that a party of armed men had arrived from Phelipa, reached 
the lady's ears, and caused the catastrophe, which we will 
attempt to describe in the following chapter. 
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CHAPTER III. 

I 

Pasce Pagna Pherbetta, il lupo I'agna, 
Ma il crudel amor di lagrime si pasce. 

Meta8t(uio, 

The commander of the little party of the civic guard, who 
had, at the instance of Dona Salas, been sent towards Lar- 
za, in order to watch over the priest's' safety, rode hard with 
lis men, and arrived at the village, shortly after the carriage. 
Their arrival created a kind of alarm in the rancho, and its 
indiscreet announcement within the lady's hearing induced her 
to believe, that her worst fears were realized, and that her 
pursuers had, at last, overtaken her. Seized with consterna- 
tion, and uttering a loud shriek, she fell into hysterics, which 
brought oh a premature crisis. Thereupon, Tia Rachela 
gave the signal for all the men to withdraw, who, in conse. 
quence, retired to a neighboring cabin, where, after two 
hours, anxious expectation, it was announced to Mr. Faring 
that he was the father of a fine boy, but that the mother was 
in the most imminent danger. 

Aroused by this fatal news, from a kind of stupor into 
which he had fallen, he hastily entered the cabin where his 
wife lay ; and drawing near the bed, gave vent to his feel- 
ings by a flood of tears. Taking one of her hands, which 
lay motionless on the pillow, he kissed it, while she cast upon 
him a look, in which love and grief were mingled, in an in- 
expressible manner. That kiss seemed to reanimate her 
sinking frame, and summoning all her remaining strength, 
she addressed him in the fervid and impassioned tone of the 
daughters of the south, " Esposo de mi corazon y de mi alma,'^ 
said she ; "I must leave thee ! — Oh, my well-beloved, and 
the only beloved upon earth, what wilt thou do, deprived of 
nie ? — ^Alas ! that our happiness has been so transient I — 
that I have known thee, but to be separated from thee, in so 
cruel a manner ! — -thou weepest ! — Bend thy face to mine 
and kiss me, before I die, — and bathe my face with thy tears, 
— their moisture will be a balm to me in my grave." 

Her husband having assented to her wishes, she continu- 
ed ; " Our love has been reciprocal, and now I do not aban- 

. 3* 
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don thee, altogether. I leave thee a precious deposit ;— -but 
oh, for my child ! — ^in what religion is he to be brought up 1 
— Alas ! thou wast not united with me by the bands of the 
same faith. Thine differs from mine, as much as earth dif- 
fers from heaven — ^I cannot die in this uncertainty, about the 
fate of my child — swear to me, dearest, that thou shall cause 
him to be brought up in his mother's religion — ^swear it by my 
heart, which has been so true and faithful, and thy oath shall 
be recorded in heaven ! — I must see him made a ChristiaD, 
before I die, and the padre must baptize him under my eyes. 
I cannot die in peace, without it." 

Her husband interrupted her, in order to give bis solenrn 
promise that the child should be brought up as she desired; 
but was unable to allay the torrent of feeling, or soothe the 
state of excitement which could only accelerate her dissolu- 
tion. The priest felt great scruples at the idea of baptizing 
the child in a private house, it being in no danger, and the 
rubrics of the Church prescribing that, except in caises of 
impending death, this Sacrament should be administered only 
in consecrated places of worship ; yet, thinking that the 
ceremony might have a soothing effect upon the mother'i 
mind, he overcame his own repugnance. Every thing was, 
therefore, made ready for the administration of this ordi- 
nance, and though the utensils made use of to hold the Uen- 
ed salt, the baptismal water, and other requisites were of the 
poorest description ; the solemnity and devotion with, which 
the minister performed the service of the ritual, hallowed 
the ceremony with a dignity, which it would not perhapi 
have possessed, had the child been christened at the baptis- 
mal font of the Cathedral of Yalladolid, with all the pomp 
suited to the heir of the house of Letinez. 

The mother beheld the whole in silence, and with self- 
possession ; but when, after the ceremony, they presented 
the child to her, she again broke forth into a torrent of im- 
passioned expressions, which all the efforts of those who sur- 
rounded her could not repress. The mental excitement to 
which she abandoned herself increased her weakness, and 
feeling her strength giving way, she took out of her bosom a 
diofiinutive miniature, representing the Virgin of Guadelupe, 
and hung it round the child's neck, by means of a light gold 
chain, to which it was appended. Having made her bus- 
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band promise that he would cause the child to wear it con- 
stantly, in rememhrance of his mother, she next requested 
Rachela to cut two locks of her hair, which she directed her 
husband to send to her father. 

During this interval, Mr. Faring endeavored, by gentle 
admonitions, to prevent the manifestation of her awful fore- 
bodings ; but when he saw her removing her wedding-ring, 
and presenting it to him, with the solemn words, <' Adios ! 
and never bring my child under the empire of a step-mo- 
ther !" he was no longer able to control his feelings. Throw- 
ing himself on his knees before the lowly couch, he called 
out, in accents of despair, " Maria, what art thou doing ? — 
Thou art hastening thine own death ! — Wilt thou leave me to 
despair 1 — Oh ! I beseech thee, calm these transports. — For 
my sake — ^for the sake of thy babe ! Have mercy upon us 
all." 

To these endearments of her husband she answered not, 
but lay speechless, and without motion. The efforts she had 
made seemed to have exhausted her frame, and it was evi- 
dent that death was on the point of completing his work. 
Tia Rachela, who (to her honor be it said) had, during this 
scene, shed a flood of tears, no sooner saw her fainting 
away^ than, judging that swoon would be her last, she called 
upon the padre to administer extreme unction. The hus- 
band was by force removed from her bedside, and the pre- 
parations for the administration of the last Sacrament were 
quickly made. 

Whatever may, by various classes of Christians, be thought 
of the spiritual efficacy of this rite, it possesses a moving 
simplicity, and a kind of patriarchal grandeur, which are 
eminently calculated to impress the beholder with lively sen- 
timents of faith, and to excite in the patient deep feelings of 
repentance. In the present instance, the interest might, to 
a vulgar eye, have been diminished by the absence of that 
pomp and glitter which are generally its accompaniments in 
so wealthy a country as Mexico ; but, to a man of feeling, it 
would have been heightened by the dignity and solemn fer- 
vor with which the worthy clergyman graced the ceremony. 
Truly did he appear an angel of mercy, when, robed in his 
white flowing surplice and purple stole, he drew near to the 
little altar, erected by the dying lady's bedside, and stretch- 
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ing forth his right hand over her head, according to the 
rubrics, he called upon God, in the words of the ritual, " Look 
down, we beseech thee, O Lord, upon thy handmaid, whose 
strength is failing fast, and take compassion upon a soul 
which thou hast created. Holy Grod, Father Almighty, who, 
by infusing the grace of thy blessing into the suffering bodies 
of thy faithful, vouchsafest to restore thy creatures to the en- 
joyment of health, hearken unto the invocation of thy holy 
name ; strengthen her by the help of thy right hand, fortify 
her by thy virtue, and defend her by thy might." 

The cabin in which the ceremony was taking place, though 
poor and destitute of every kind of ornament, save some 
clumsy images of saints, was full of sincere worshippers, 
whose sympathies condoled with the husband's grief. There 
was not a dry eye among them, and their tears were mingled 
with their prayers, as they bent, in breathless anxiety, towards 
the Tata padre. They were only poor Indians, hardly half- 
civilized, yet, notwithstanding their poverty, every one had 
found the means of procuring a slender wax taper, which be 
now held lighted, in his hand, in order to honor the last 
breath of a sister in the faith. These tapers had been blessed 
on the festival of Nuesta Senora de la candelaria, and there 
was a virtue in them, to smooth the passage of a departing 
soul into the nether world, and though the blessing had cost 
two shillings, they did not grudge it to the strange lady ! — 
This might be superstition, but it was charity. 

The priest went on. — The holy oil was applied to her 
eyes, and they were shut to the light. The sign of the cross 
was signed over her lips, and they were closed— closed for 
ever : — she had breathed her last, murmuring the name df 
her husband ! 

She was no sooner dead, than the supplications for the 
living soul ceased. The priest knelt down, and, lifting up 
his eyes, and stretching forth his hands towards heaven, 
seemed, in a moment of rapture, to offer up that pure spirit, 
thus untimely cut off from all earthly affections, before the 
throne of immortal providence ; but as his looks returned to 
the earth, and fell upon the inanimate corpse, reminded of 
his ministerial duty, he put on the black stole, and slowly 
began to recite the office for the dead. 

Mr. Faring was too deeply affected to take any of the 
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measures necessary in the present circumstances ; in conse- 
quence of which, the worthy clergyman, after having scrupu- 
lously recited all the prayers prescribed by the ceremonial of 
his church, kindly took upon himself the office of undertaker. 
A coffin wiBis out of the question, this being a luxury in which, 
in Mexico, none can indulge, except in large cities — a ne- 
cessary consequence of the great scarcity of plank, every one 
of which, for want of saws, has to be fashioned, with the axe 
and adze, in the true Robinson Crusoe's style, out of a solid 
piece of tin^ber. A fair piece of linen was, however, procur- 
ed, in which the body of the Count ofLetioez's daughter was 
shrouded with decency, by Tia Rdchela, and deposited upon 
high trestles, where it lay the remainder of the day, in a kind 
of mock state, with its face uncovered, a blessed candle burn- 
ing at each corner, and a vase of holy water with a sprinkler, 
at the feet. The corpse was visited by the villagers, every 
one of whon), in his turn, piously sprinkled it, out of the vase, 
and then signed it with the sign of the cross, reciting, at the 
same time, a fervent prayer-rgenerally a De profundis, or a 
Salve Regma, 

The next day, a sufficieht number of men was engaged to 
carry the body to Phelipa, where it was to be interred, and 
the order of the funeral procession was arranged, when there 
arose a dispute between Tia Rachela and some of the wo- 
men of the rancho, about the kind of dress in which the corpse 
should be arrayed. 

In order to make our readers understand the drift and im- 
portance of this dispute, we must premise some few observa- 
tions on certain monastic observances and institutions, still 
extant in Mexico. The mendicant friars were established 
in that country, immediately after the conquest, and, as by 
their copstitutions, they were debarred from the right of pos- 
sessing real property, and reduced to live on alms, they ob- 
tained from the Holy See certain privileges and special 
graces, which, in point of spiritual merit, raised them high 
above the rest of the cfergy. These were granted them, as 
a kind of indemnity, for their renunciation of temporal bless- 
ii^s ; but they were not found sufficient to quicken the chari- 
ty of the faithful, which, in process of time, grew so luke- 
warm, that those religious bodies were threatened with star- 
vation. To remedy this inconvenience, therefore, they 
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obtained from the Pope the faculty of granting the indulgenon 
peculiar to their order to such of the laity as they might tlmk 
proper. 

The Franciscans, the eldest of the mendicant friars, eager 
to enhance the right conferred, and to derive therefrom the 
greatest advantage, instituted what was technically called tit 
third order of St. Francis ; that is to say, a confratemiq^flf 
lay persons, entirely distinct from the nuns and friars. TV 
members of this brotherhood live in the world, or even eojof 
a married life, if they choose ; and yet, upon their wearingi 
little badge of the institute, and reciting a' few additioai 
prayers, they participate in all the merits of the membenrf 
the first order. Though the acquisition of so much grace, tf 
so cheap a rate, be a capital speculation, in spirituals ; A 
such is the supineness and negligence of the people, ^ 
many forego the immense advantage, during their lifetine. 
The means of forcing it upon them, after their death, te 
however, been piously found out. This is done by baiyng 
the body in the gown and hood of the order ! During tki 
middle ages, it was usual to put these badges on dying si- 
ne rs, before they expired, and it was what the writers of tbtf 
period styled <*mori in domino ;'' but now-a-days, it is etjpA 
ly efficacious, if performed before they are committed to th( 
grave. 

The order of St. Francis, that acquired a vast influence • 
Mexico, extended this pious practice all over the counUfi 
and even, at this day, few persons are buried, in the interior 
of the republic, without this formality. The Franciscans^ 
not, however, enjoy a monopoly ; for all the other ordeni 
seing the prodigious advantages derived from it, imitated the 
practice. The Carmelites procured for the scapular, so gntf 
a reputation, that even the wealthiest religious fratenutki 
saw themselves obliged to don it over their own convenlDil 
garments. The Dominicans, also, extended far and wide the 
credit of their white tunic, and though they never could cope 
Mrith the Franciscans, still they proved formidable riyab. 
This multiplicity of blessed garments for the dead, and the 
difficulty of making a selection agreeable to all the relatioDi 
of the deceased, not unfrequently occasions unpleasant debateti 
in Mexican families, and has, more than once, changed the 
grief incidental to the death of a friend, into bitterness againt 
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the living. In the present instance, it brought about a ridi- 
culous squabble between Tia Rachela and two of the comadres 
of the Rancho. 

The partera, who was a very zealous devotee of the order 
\ of St. Francis, had, immediately after the lady's death, sent 
a courier to Phelipa, in order to bring a mortaja of her own 
* choice. But when the aforesaid funeral garment was un- 
folded, the two old women, who had assisted her in laying 
\ out the body, vehemently exclaimed against the choice she 
*\ had made. 

^ Dona Juana Merino was the first to raise the outcry. 
^ " And what !" said she, "is it in this habit of the nuns of 
' St. Clair, you intend to bury a lady of her rank ? A Count's 
^ daughter ! — Pshaw I — when I lived in Guadalaxara, all the 
^': ladies who died were buried in the fair white gown of the 
?; Dominican nuns. It was a pleasing sight to behold them in 
^ that dress ! Ah, many a one I have helped to lay out ! — The 
'^ hood was always made of the finest English flannel, lined 
^ with white silk and trimmed with Flanders' lace. When a 
5 lady was fixed in this trim, with her hands meekly crossed 
"? on her breast, and a gold rosary between her fingers, it was 
' a sight for the Lord Bishop himself, though it was but sel- 
'^ dom that his most illustrious lordship would take the trouble 
'■ of pronouncing the blessing upon the mortaja ; except when 

it belonged to people of distinction." 

^ " Hold your peace, woman," replied Tia Rachela. " Do 

■' you think that all the lace and silk, which you ever saw in 

^ Guadalaxara, are worth a share in the suffrages of the order 

*• of our /ather St. Francis, in which this unfortunate lady will 

'■ participate, by our putting on her this mortaja; besides a 

^ plenary indulgence, applicable to her soul, on the festival of 

I our blessed lady of the Poriiuncula ? Talk like a Christian, 

' and cease your palaver about white silk and Flanders' lace." 

' " Talk like a Christian !" replied Juana Merino, in- 

- censed ; " that is to say, then, that I talk like a heretic, or a 

Comanche Indian ! And what do you mean, yourself, by 

' making light of St. Dominic's habit ? The Dominicans are 

something better than your Franciscans, I trow. Had you 

seen as much of the world as I have, you would know, that 

while the king of Spain held his own, undisturbed, in this 

kingdom, tkey had the inquisition under their jurisdiction, 
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and could shut up in their dungeons the viceroy himself. 
And as for indulgences, I wish to know in what the Domi- 
nican habit is inferior to the Franciscan ? Go to, TTia, you 
know nothing — why, there is a hundred years indulgence 
for the mere kissing of the hem of a Dominican fri^r^^^own! 
— show me the same among your Franciscans •-•^■' Ay, yoo 
may bring together the Chiadelupanos of Zacatecas, and the 
Crudferos of Queretaro, and I defy you to show the same.'' 
" Dona Juana is in the right," interrupted the other ma- 
tron, whose name was Rita de Marfil, << and I am of opinkm 
that we must give to the lady a white mortaja of St. Domi- 
nic. My daughter-in-law has one, which was blessed in 
Quatorce, five years ago, by a holy preacher. We can get 
it, I dare say she will charge very kittle above prime cost, 
and the widowed gentleman is rich enough to pay for it."(') 
" Ah," replied Rachela, " you come out plainly now, and 
I have found you out. You have a mortaja to sell — ^have 
you ? And it is the reason why you prefer St. Dominic's ; 
but, as sure as my name is Rachela, the lady shall be buried 
in the one I have sent for from Phelipa, and if you do not 
want to help me, you may go about your business— I will 
inform the Tata padre of your charitable intentions.*' 

The threat which the wise woman had thrown out imme* 
diately dissipated the opposition of the two matrons, who, 
without further resistance, submitted to her direction. The 
dead body was, therefore, soon deposited on the bier, 'and 
the funeral procession set out for Phelipa. The march was 
opened by the coach, in which rode the priest, Tia Rachela, 
Mr. Faring, and a woman of the Rancho, whom they had en- 
gaged to take care of the infant, until a regular nurse could 
be procured. Next, came the corpse, borne on the shoulders 
of four men, followed by eight more, who were to act as re- 
lays, on the road ; for it is accounted indecorous, in Mexico, 
to convey the bodies of Christians to their grave, in vehicles 
drawn by animals — a piece of funeral etiquette which ob- 
tains also in some parts of the south of France. Lastly came 
all the servants with the sumpter mules that had accompa- 
nied Mr. Faring in his journey, the priest having directed 
the former to pack up their master's equipage and to follow. 
The march was closed by the armed men that had come from 
Phelipa, at the instigation of Dona Solas, and who, having 
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found their expedition a work of superogation, had, neverthe- 
less, remained at Larza, in order to accompany the Tata 
padre back to his house, and give to themselves, in the 
eyes of their fellow-townsmen, the merit of having been of 
some service to him. 

Tlie march lasted five hours, and the procession entered 
Phelipa, just before twilight. The greatest part of the popu- 
lation came out to behold their entrance, but the priest ad- 
dressing them a few words in reprehension of their indis- 
creet curiosity, they immediately dispersed, and the corpse 
ivas carried to the church, where it was deposited to remain 
until the following day, when the funeral obsequies were to 
take place. 

After complying with these pious duties, the clergyman 
turned his attention to the present forlorn state of the stran- 
ger, whom circumstances had thus thrown upon his protec- 
tion. He immediately sought out a nurse for the infant, and 
fortunately succeeding, he placed her and her young charge 
in the house of a respectable lady, who, reverencing ^e 
padre, gladly undertook to watch over both. Mr. Faring 
and his servants were lodged in the priest's house, and the 
best part of the night was devoted by the latter to the con* 
solation of his guest. 

The motives usually suggested to the sorrowing mind, in 
order to assuage its grief, appear, at first, to make but little 
impression upon it, and many are, on this account, for leav- 
ing nature to take her course, as they term it, and abandon 
the distressed in heart, to the bitterness of their own thoughts. 
This is, however, nothing but a specious cloak to conceal 
their own selfishness, which makes them indiflferent to the 
sufierings of a fellow-creature. Surely, though the conso- 
lations bestowed upon the unfortunate should not prove effi- 
cacious to heal sorrow, the manifestation of the tender sym- 
pathies of a feeling heart cannot fail to lighten the weight, 
which, incubus-like, oppresses the suflferer. By appear- 
ing to participate in his grief, we help him to bear its 
burthen. 

Up to this rule did the charitable priest act. There was 
no consolatory motive, whether drawn from religion, or from 
the contemplation of terrene things, which he did not re- 
peatedly press upon Mr. Faring's consideration ; and, though 

Vol. I. 4 
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his efibrts had no visible effect, still he knew they would not 
be altogether unavailing. 

These charitable cares were interrupted by sleep, to which, 
however, a very small portion of the night was allotted, as 
on the next morning, the body of the unfortunate Maria del 
Carmen was to be committed to the grave. When the time 
appointed for the burial had arrived, the widowed husband 
could by no means be persuaded to remain in the house, but 
insisted upon attending the funeral, which was performed 
with all the magnificence that could be afforded in so remote 
a place as the town of Phelipa. The parish priest himself 
officiated, attended by a deacon and sub-deacon. The cata- 
falque, in the middle of the nave, was covered with black 
cloth, and adorned with a profusion of mourning escutcheons 
and wax lights. The very altar was hung with sable orna- 
ments, and the singing-boys were clad in deep mourning, 
while the incessant tolling of the numerous bells published 
to a great distance, that a grand funeral, con lujo y pompa, 
was being celebrated. 

The service to which this outward exhibition served as an 
accompaniment is eminently beautiful, and probably the 
sublimest portion of the ritual of the Church of Rome. It 
begins by the ninety-fourth psalm, sung in a plaintive tone, 
by a single voice, which, for the sake of effect, is always a 
contralto, where it can be got, while, at the end of every 
verse, the whole choir responds, in a low solemn bass voice, 
as though it proceeded from the bosom of the grave. The 
lessons, taken from the book of Job, are read in a recitative 
tone, intermingled with solemn pauses, when a death-like 
silence prevails, and the whole is crowned by the grand 
dirge, " Libera me, Domine, de morte eterna," &c., with a 
harmony and power so piercingly stirring, as to be alnuMt 
too affecting for the human heart. It is a perfect Onomai» 
peia of the scenes in purgatory, wherein are imitated, with 
the utmost perfection, the low and humble entreaties fiir 
mercy — the suppressed groans of the suffering souls b^ 
low ; — nay, their very shrieks of wo, and their writhingt 
under the chastising hand of God. It had, in this instance, 
a powerful effect upon the stranger, who, being a Protestant, 
had never before witnessed such a spectacle. The sinffing. 
boys, in full chorus, had just intoned the famous antheni. 
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'^ Miaeremifd mei, saltern vosy amid meiy quia manus Domini 
tetigit me /" when, Mr. Faring, overpowered by his feelings, 
sank to the earth, in a deep swoon, and the good clergyman, 
his friend, had to disrobe himself, in order to attend him 
home, while the service was continued and concluded by his 
vicar. 

Mr. Faring was immediately put to bed, but the priest 
found it difficult to recover him from his fainting-fit, and 
when, at last, he was 'restored to the use of his senses, the 
first expressions he uttered showed that he was delirious. 
Greatly alarmed, and fearing the most fatal consequences, 
the clergyman would not trust to his own knowledge of the 
medical art, but immediately sent for the two physicians, 
neither of whom had yet returned. Forced, therefore, to 
rely upon his own individual skill, the priest ordered bleed, 
ing, which had a favorable result, and caused a revulsion 
from the head. The two physicians, however, arrived be- 
fore the end of the day, and relieved the worthy ecclesiastic 
from the anxiety to which he had been a prey, by assuring 
him that they did not consider the state of the patient as 
dangerous. They chiefly prescribed mild remedies, and 
rather directed their efforts to what the Frenchman styled 
" un traitement moraly'' than a pharmaceutical one. For 
that purpose, they prescribed that the child should be fre- 
quently brought to his bed-side, and that the father should 
be indulged in bestowing upon him his parental caresses. 

. This had the desired effect. Though Mr. Faring shed 
tears the first time the child was presented to him, yet he 
felt there was something lefl to fill up the vacuum which his 
wife's death had created in his heart. His affection began 
again to expand, and in a few days he was able to rise from 
bis bed. Little by little his health improved, and at the end 
erf six weeks, thinking himself sufficiently recovered to re- 
sume his journey, he broached the subject to his kind host, 
who, by this time, had conceived a strong attachment for 
him, and could not think of a separation without regret. 

The worthy clergyman had been, at first, greatly inter- 
ested in behalf of the stranger by the frank confidence with 
which he had entrusted to him his wife's condition and the 
ecclesiastical persecution she had been undergoing. Then, 
the various proofs of tender love, he had manifested towards 
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her showed that his heart was actuated by the noblest feel- 
ings. Lastly, the priest had found oat his gue6t to be a 
man well versed in literature, to which he was himself pas- 
sionately addicted. He made/ it the subject of 'the many 
conversations, that, during Mr. Faring's convalescence, he 
held with him, in order to avert his thoughts from the con- 
sideration of his late loss ; and thus he became fonder of his 
society, in proportion as he discovered the extent of his 
knowledge. 

There are no bands so pleasant as those which this kind 
of intimacy forms between men of learning. The mutual 
enjoyments they communicate to' each other, in their inter- 
course, may be compared to the effect of friction, in physics, 
that produces both heat and light, and it is with no less pre- 
cision, than sublimity, that a great English poet, in a snort 
sentence, of the deepest meaning, styled them, " the feast of 
reason and the flow of soul." The unexpected points of 
view, under which one b brought to consider a subject, by 
the novel reflections which are elicited, and the peculiar 
tinge that each idea contracts in a kindred mind, when its 
possessor, in the full confidence of friendship, permits one to 
dive into its recesses — ^the zest of the quick repartoo, in con* 
versation, when unobscured by the stiff and formal veil of 
wordly etiquette — the brilliancy of the sally, resulting, like 
a spark, from collision ; all these are the refined enjoyments 
with which a beneficent providence rewards the cultivation 
of the mind. All this, ennobled by self-respect and mutual 
esteem, generally enriches and adorns the friendship of men 
of ffenius and renders it durable. 

The psu-ish priest of Phelipa began to realize, in Mr. Par- 
ing's conversation, the charm which we have attempted to de* 
scribe, and was desirous of insuring to himself its continuation. 
The only pleasure he had known, during a long series of 
years, was that of reading ; but what is reading, if one it 
condemned to perpetual silence about the works one peru- 
ses ? It is true, as we have already said, that the Alcalde 
as well as some other worthies of Phelipa, had received a 
collegiate education ; but then their knowledge went no further 
than the dog Latin into which the metaphysics of Aristotle 
have been translated, by &ther Goudin, and a few scruM 
from Spanish writers of the sixteenth century-— such as the 
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Araucana and the eternal Don Quixote ! The conversation 
of those literati could not fill up the void in the priest's mind, 
Bmd it was with no less wit than truth he used to say of him. 
self that he had been << Damnatus ad bestias." 

He, therefore, pertinaciously insisted upon Mr. Paring's 
settling in Phelipa, laying before him, in detail, all the ad- 
vantages he might . derive from commerce on a large scale, 
in a place, where, for hundreds of miles around, he would 
have no competition to fear ; but his guest's resolution was 
not to be shaken. He could not forego the hopes and in- 
ducements that his rank, standing and instruction held out 
to him, in his native country ; in order to settle in a strange 
land, the manners of which were vastly, inferior to what is 
found in more civilized regions. He could not think of em- 
bracing the religion of the country, without which, he knew, 
there was but little personal security ; and lastly, he was 
aware that his friend, though liberal and well bred, aimed, 
nevertheless, at his conversion, and the attempts he foresaw 
he would not fail to make for its accomplishment would en- 
gender bickerings between them, and diminish that friend- 
ship, which he really thought it an honor to himself to have 
inspired in so good a man. He, of course, persisted in his 
determination. 

When the priest saw it was impossible to detain the father, 
be earnestly begged that he might be, at least, permitted to 
retain the infant and bring him up. He could not think of 
Mr. Paring's journey and the dangers incident to it, without 
fearing that it would prove fatal to the little creature. He 
dreaded, besides, that he should not be educated in the Ca- 
tholic faith, and the mere thought was intolerable to the good 
man. As he had baptized him, he believed himself answer- 
able to Grod for his salvation. 

It was, in fact, utterly impossible for Mr. Paring to carry 
the infant with him, to the United States, and he was glad to 
^rant as a boon, what he would, otherwise, have been obliged 
to ask as a favor. He knew the worthy man well enough 
to be sure that his child would be as tenderly taken care of 
si8 if his mother were alive. He, therefore, agreed to leave 
the babe in the hands of the nurse to whom he had been en- 
trusted, under the superintendence of the lady in whose house 
both had been placed i but as soon as he should be able to 

4* 
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walk, he was to remove to the priest's house, where the old 
^' Ama de Uavea,''* a very snug and motherly Indian woman, 
who had served the priest, in quality of house-keeper, more 
than twenty years, would take care of him. 

Mr. Faring generously paid the nurse, beforehand, made 
very valuable presents to the lady in whose house the child 
lived, and would, also, have bestowed proofs of his liberality 
on the clergyman's house-keeper, but she would accept noth- 
ing, save a small painting of " Nuesira Senora de los dolo- 
resy" which was precious in her eyes because the Bishops of 
Durango and Monterey had conceded a fortydays' indulgence, 
for every pious look that any one of the faithful should cast 
upon it. This was a real treasure, for she might be casting 
sheep's eyes at it, a hundred times an hour ! — It was one of 
the spoils of the deceased lady, and though the priest had es- 
pecially forbidden his house-keeper to accept any gratuity, 
he was not sorry, when he discovered the picture had be^ 
secured from the profanation it might have incurred, by 
being carried away into a heathenish country, such as the 
United States were supposed to be. 

* Literally, ** the mistress of the keys.** 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Trust not, my friend, the softness of the land. — 
Have your good sword well girt, and e'er at hand, 
Your pistols, — ^your'spontoon, with donble load. 
For through a dangerous region lies your road. 

Amnymotu, 

XL things being now arranged to the mutual satisfaction 
oth parties, and Mr. Taring's preparations being com- 
sd, he took his departure from Phelipa, with the promise 
eturning, if practiqable, at the end of three years ; and, 
ing himself from his kind host, set forward on his route, 
rode alone, in his coach, armed to the teeth, and accom- 
led by six servants, who drove ten sumpter mules, loaded 
1 his trunks, bed, provisions and a tent. Taverns, or inns, 
e are none in the country and even the villagers are so 
itily supplied with comforts, that, unless a traveller be 
)osed to live in an Indian fashion, he must go provided 
1 the necessary equipage, down to the cooking utensils. 
} true that the owners of cabins, in the ranches, generally 
nt permission to travellers to sleep in their dwellings ; 
these, from the scantiness of the population, are not ai- 
rs to be reached, and even, when reached, it is common- 
found preferable, from the uncleanliness and narrow 
lensions of those buildings, to sleep out of doors. All 
sellers, therefore, hivouac as they go, unless when they 
nee to have letters of introduction to wealthy families, 
)se means enable them to exercise hospitality. 
Ax. Paring's joHmey was a specimen of the manner in 
ch the better sort of people perform their travels, in Mex- 
The march was opened by three servants, on horse- 
k, each armed with a long sword, a short musket depend- 
from his saddle-bow, while a large dagger, called, in 
inish, belduquCy was stuck in the leather wrappers which 
ved him for boots. Each carried, besides, a pair of hols- 
pistols and the lasso, indispensable for catching their 
les, ailer feeding, and which might, in an emergency, be 
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used as an offensive weapon, and one, too, of the most for- 
midable description. Next followed the coach, drawn by 
four mules, with outrider ; and the remainder of the men, 
equiped and armed as the foremost ones, brought up the rear. 

In this way, they rode, forty or fifty miles, every day, 
under a trusty guide, whom they had engaged at Phelipa ; as 
Mr. Taring's servants were strangers to that part of the 
country, and, of course, unacquainted with the roads. Tbc 
guide acted, also, in the capacity of cook, and it was his busi- 
ness to provide, on the way, fresh meat, or other provisions, 
at the ranches through which they passed, or from the shep- 
herds whom they happened to encounter. 

For that purpose, he would frequently leave the party, aixi 
strike to the right, or left, through thickets of nopaly or car- 
denche, so thorny and f losely interwoven together, that a 
foreigner would have judged them absolutely intransitable for 
any human being. Thoroughly encased in a leather dress, he, 
nevertheless, aquitted himself with little or no damage to his 
skin. The same feat was frequently performed by othen 
among the servants, when in pursuit of any capricious mule 
that chose to leave the main road. In fact, the habits of the 
Mexican peasants seem peculiarly adapted to the manag^ 
ment of the horse species. There is no mule, how fractioos 
soever, which they cannot tame in half a day ; and their 
sobriety and tough powers of endurance are a match for those 
of the animal. The mule will trot the whole day, under a 
burning sun, bearing a burden of three hundred weight, and, 
at night, fare sumptuoulsy, upon the dry grass which may be 
picked up, among bushes and briUrs, in regions, where, fie- 
quently, there does not fall a drop of rain for six months.— 
But the Indian will stand the same fatigue and He down coo* 
tentedly, beside his pack-saddle, after a scanty supper of 
brown beans and tortinas,* with a burning sauce of red 
pepper, as condiment. With this regimen, he can resist the 
fatigues of the longest journeys and without any other pro- 
vision, he sets out on his march. 

The country through which our present party were travel- 

* For the preparation of tortillas, the maize Lb first steeped into water 
slightly acidulated with lime, and when ground on the nutate, or roill« 
the pellicle is carefully separated from the dough, which is, next, flau 
tened to the thickness of paste board, baked and eaten hot. 
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ling soon lost the smiling aspect of the fertile oasis which we 
have described in the beginning of this work, and they enter- 
ed upon a lonely waste of fifly leagues in extent, destitute of 
vegetation and, consequently, of inhabitants. At a great 
distance, to the right, they could descry a chain of mountains, 
running parallel to their road, but from which flowed neither 
brook, nor rill, to relieve the dreariness of the scene. They 
found it necessary to carry water for their use, in small kegs, 
with which they had provided themselves for that purpose, 
before leaving Phelipa, and when, at night, they came to 
their encamping plat^, the mules had to be driven to various 
muddy puddles, sometimes at the distance of three leagues 
from the road. 

The night scene was picturesque and presented a spectacle 
analogous to patriachal manners. As soon as the mules 
were unloaded, the first cajre of the servants was to erect, 
with the pack saddles and loads, a kind of rampart, in the 
form of a parallelogram, and then setup Mr. Paring's port- 
able dwelling in the centre of that species of fortification. 
Of stout canvass, and firmly secured by means of ropes and 
woodden pegs driven into the ground, it was comfortable 
enough, in a country where there are no dews and seldom 
i^ny cold. In this tent were spread mats, on which the cloth 
was laid by the servants, though, afterwards, a trunk was used 
as a table. At the further end, was placed the bed, so that 
Mr. Faring might, with an eye to greater security, cause 
some of his servants to sleep under the same shelter, in case 
he should apprehend any danger. There he could also read, 
write with a certain degree of comfort and enjoy cleanliness, 
by no means the distinguishing characteristic of the cabins, 
at the ranches, or haciendas ; where fieas, and, not unfre- 
quently, something worse, are found a complete preventative 
of repose. 

At a few steps from the teqt, the cook made a fire, un- 
packed his cooking utensils, and set about preparing the sup- 
per, while the rest of the men, at\er driving the mules to 
water ; hobbled them for the night, and turned them among 
the bushes, to graze upon the few blades of grass which had 
escaped the heats of the summer, or the voracious tooth of 
the goat, immense fiocks of which constitute the wealth of 
the proprietors of the soil in those parts. 
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The morning scene was still more lively and distinguiflhed 
by a peculiar air of bustle. While Mr. Faring was driDJuig 
his chocolate and strenghthening his stomach with some i 
the cold relics of the supper of the preceding evening; hi 
men set about collecting their mules, and when these voe 
driven together, the lassoing began. Taking in his band the 
rope, at the end of which dangled the running noose, sod 
forming it into large coils, each man, with unerring wa, 
threw it over the head of the mule he had selected — thoofk 
at a considerable distance, — nor were the restiveness aoi 
capricious movements of the animal obstacles to the preci- 
sion of the arriero^s coup d^oeuiL The mule being thai 
caught, the rope was, with similar promptitude, adjusted ia 
the form of a halter, and the animal led away to be saddled. 
The whole operation hardly ever took more than five mioutai. 
and two men were adequate to the task of putting on a lend, 
and securing it by tight girthing. The whole baggage tin 
loaded, two or three of the peones proceeded, with thesuop 
ter mules, while the remainder prepared the carriage, which 
being promptly ready, set off with great rapidity, and kjoo 
overtaking the vanguard ; caused them, in their turn, to y 
to the rear. 

In this manner did Mr. Faring journey on, until he reach- 
ed Parras, a considerable town, in the province of Cohahuih. 
This place, which has, since the epoch to which we refer, 
acquired a certain importance, in consequence of consider* 
able establishments in the manufacturing line, undertaken bf 
a wealthy English banker, is situated in the centre of a 
frightful wilderness, and owes its existence to the anckit 
Mexican Jesuits. In the very heart of that desert, at the foot 
of one of the spurs of granite mountains that stretch into the 
arid plain, abundant springs of the purest water gush out ui 
fertilize a few leagues of a soil which would, otherwise, faaie 
remained condemned to perpetual aridity. It is a situation 
like that of Tadmor, in the Oriental wilderness— serving ai 
a resting place for the caravans that pass from the tabl^ 
land, to the sea-shore, and affording abundance of provisiooi 
at a cheap rate. 

The reverend fathers, who were the pioneers of civilitf* 
tion in those remote regions, found a few Indians, wanderim 
about through the waste, and soon brought them under thor 
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Spiritual empire. The iofluence and credit of their order 
in Europe, enabled . thenn to obtain from the king of Spain, 
permission to cultivate the grape-vine, and they formed, here, 
two splendid haciendas. A town grew round their conven- 
tual establishment, consisting almost exclusively of their de- 
pendents and laborers ; for the good fathers were not dis- 
posed to admit strangers amongst their neophytes. They 
gave for reason of this policy, the necessity of guarding the 
morals of their converts, against the contagious example of 
Europeans. Some of their enemies have, since, pretended 
that this jealous and exclusive spirit had, for its object, to 
keep the Indians in more complete subjection ; but, what- 
ever may have been the cause, the effect, in the north of 
Mexico, resulted in the introduction of an improved sys- 
tem of husbandry, and a knowledge of the principal mechani- 
cal arts, among rude and ignorant savages, who, had it not 
been for the efforts made by the Jesuits and mendicant friars, 
would yet, like the Lipanes, Comanches, and Apaches, live 
in a state of nature. 

Some of these missionaries were, no doubt, actuated by 
selfish considerations and worldly views. Many a friar, 
weary of the hard life, rigorous poverty, and strict obedience 
of the convent, would solicit a mission, as a measure of re- 
lief, and, upon finding himself comfortably lodged in a snug 
parsonage-house — surrounded by hundreds of Indians, who 
looked upon their padre as a kind of demi-god, and 
revered his very failings — he could not be so blindj as not 
to prefer such a situation to the naked' cell of a Franciscan, 
or Capuchin friary. Such motives did, probably, frequently 
stimulate many of those propagators of the faith ; but it must 
also be confessed, that there were among them, many truly 
apostolic men, actuated by the purest religious zeal, and the 
most sublime philanthropy. 

" Even these, however, could not have taken a sufficient 
hold on the minds of the Indians, naturally fickle and little 
susceptible of permanent impressions, had not the Spanish 
government, whose policy, in the management of its colonies, 
was singularly provident, made it a rule to send on the 
steps of each missionary, a party of soldiers, who never 
fiuled to erect a fort where he built a church. These sol- 
diers protected the priest, and, by degrees, accustomed the 
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savages to the dominion of the whites. Sometimes, how- 
ever, the Indians proved refractory and deaf to the missioa- 
ary's instructions, and in those cases, the government had 
recourse to a singular artifice, the idea of which, seems to 
have heen borrowed from a certain mode of quail huntings 
peculiar to the southern regions of Europe. la those coon- 
tries, fowlers make use of tame quails, in order to inveigfe 
wild ones into their nets, and in imitation of this, the Spui- 
ish government made use of colonies of Tlascaltecans to 
draw in the wild Indians. 

The powerful republic of Tlascala, that resisted all tJM 
powel* of Montezuma, and which Fernando Cortes thouglit 
himself happy in forming an alliance with, has, by such arti 
as these, dwi^idled away and is now diminished to a territoiy 
of thirty miles square. Travellers are apt to wonder at the 
disappearance of this once powerful people, and to maziifiat 
a philanthropic indignation at their supposed annibilatioB. 
But the Tlascaltecans were not annihilated. They are^ did- 
bably, at this day, more numerous than ever. True, todr 
nation has been broken up, but they exist, like the Jews, ii 
a scattered state. 

Near all the towns of any consequence, in the internl 
provinces of the north of Mexico, you find a large village d 
this race of Indians, generally bearing the name of Guade- 
lupe, and adorned with a church of special sanctity, in wbick 
is kept a statue of Jesus NazarenOy more miraculous thai 
any the white people possess in their own houses of wor» 
ship. In the greatest emergencies, and particularly in cum 
of drought, the whites of the neighboring cities are obliged 
by custom to resort, in solemn procession, to those TillagH 
and borrow the venerated statue, which they carry with » 
lemn pomp and devotion to their own temples, in order to 
obtain from heaven the favor sued for. The superior wortk 
of this holy thing, engenders in those Indians, a kind of n^ 
tionality, which the remembrance of the past glory of tha 
republic of Tlascala would not effect. It binds them U^ 
ther, and serves to persuade them that, in some respects^ ll 
least, the whites are confessedly their inferiors. 

In many places, they have retained the use of their pri- 
mitive language, which was the same as the Mexican, airi 
they distinguish themselves above the rest of the inKa^ fffm 
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of that country, by a neater system of husbandry. Their 
fields are better tilled, they have finer orchards, their inclo- 
sures, in particular, are delightfully green, and similar to the 
live hedges of European farms. Among them, you see a 
better distribution of water for the purposes of irrigation ; 
more industry, more activity and life, and a certain look of 
independence, very diiBTorent from the cringing glance of the 
other aborigines of the country. Such villages were colo- 
nies settled by the crafty Spaniards, — ^first, to have the ad- 
vantage of the labors of the Tlascaltecans ; secondly, to 
make, by their means, upon the minds of thfe wild Indians, 
an impression favorable to the domination of the white race. 
These Tlascaltecans were the decoy-birds made use of to 
inveigle new subjects under the dominion of the king of 
Spain, and this system of colonization served, besides, to 
break up the Tlascaltecan nation, whose territory was too 
close to the city of Mexico, not to give the government 
some umbrage, as long as that people retained a distinct so- 
cial existence. 

The scheme was well planned, like most of those which 
proceeded from the Jesuits' store, and it succeeded accord- 
ingly ; but the inventors have not reaped the fruit of their 
labors ! They acquired millions of leagues on the earth's 
surface, for the crown of Castile, and that foolish govern- 
ment dissolved their order and exiled its members, for the 
sake of the trifling plunder to be obtained from their forms 
and colleges. It was, in very deed, killing the goose that lay 
the golden eggs ! But the old Spanish monarchy is gone to the 
tomb of all the Capulets. Peace be to its manes ! A better 
fate, perhaps, awaits the founders of civilization in those 
parts. Phoenix-like, the Jesuits are rising from their ashes, 
and repairing in crowds to the favorite haunts of the first 
patriarchs of their order. They are already numerous in 
the Mississippi valley, and cast many a tender glance at the 
golden regions of New Mexico. They will, probably, resume 
the lead there, but never more to draw the chesnuts out of 
the embers, for his Catholic Majesty.(^°) 

It was at one of those decayed Jesuitical villages that 
Mr. Faring put up, about three leagues from the city of Par- 
ras. A large vineyard, three miles square, irrigated by a 
limpid stream, and surrounded by lofty walls, flanked the 

Vol. I. 5 
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village on one side. On a rising ground stood the chapd, 
which, for its size and internal decorations, could vie with 
many of the parish churches of the country ; aqd the habitft- 
tion of the owner, who might, with more propriety, haie 
heen styled Lord of the manor, occupied a plat of kvd 
ground, by the side of the babbling brook. 

Bringing a letter of introduction for the master of tb 
house, Mr. Faring went to ask hospitality, which was grantod 
with all the courtesy and ceremony proper to a Spaniard d 
the old school. The mode of receiving travellers, in this 
country, is, however, so singular, that our readers will not 
we are sure, be sorry to peruse, here, a detailed account of 
what is, on such occasions, practised in the mcMst weahhjr 
families. The principal building, at the Hacienda de Mtp, 
(such was the name of the village,) was a vast quadnngle, 
including a paved court-yard, with a well in the centre, and 
decorated with various shrubbery. To this inner court, then 
was but one entrance, opening upon what might be tenne^ 
the public square of the village. To this portal the coich 
drove up, and Mr. Faring's baggage, when unloaded, vii 
piled up in the passage, and left exposed to the curious gv 
of the passer-by, while, in the same Zaguan was establuiKd 
the temporary abode of the traveller's men, peones, cookud 
postillion. There they remained, day and night, when Mt 
attending to the mules, and for the convenience of their cIik 
the architect who built the house, had provided two itoK 
benches, along the walls, on which they might sit, or Ik 
down, as best suited their conveniency. 

As for their master, he was conducted, with great eat- 
mony to a large hall, round two sides of which, ran a kv 
divan, in the Asiatic form, but not with Asiatic luxury. Then 
was there, neither silken pillow, nor golden fringe ; but tk 
estraday which consisted merely of a narrow and uocomfbil' 
able wooden bench, was covered with cushions of cobiw 
brown velvet. In order to prevent the clothes of those who 
sat upon this divan being soiled by the white wash of the 
walls, along which it was ranged, a piece of showy calico^ 
two yards wide, figured as tapestry, which made the nafcod* 
ness of the walls, above and below the narrow strip, moff 
glaringly conspicuous. Six heavy wooden chairs, and a tabb 
of coarse pine plank, unpainted and unvarnished^ wars al 
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the furniture this apartment conld boast. The floor was 
brick, and the windows were almost blocked up, with thick 
wooden bars, which served, rather to exclude the light, than 
to increase the safety of the inmates. 

Into this pleasaunce was Mr. Faring introduced, with an 
infinity of bows and scrapes, that out-vied a Frenchman's 
ceremonial, and there he found the mistress of the house, 
with her two daughters, gravely sitting on the estrada, as 
stiff as if they had been carved out of a block of marble, 
each with an immense tortoise-shell comb stuck on her head, 
and a sal til lo rehozo (shawl) hanging from the comb and 
tightly wound round her neck and shoulders, which gave to 
tl^ir figures as ungainly an appearance, as if they had been 
prepared for strangulation. This is a bad substitute for the 
Spanish mantilla, and the Mexican ladies, who have not lost 
the elegant carriage, nor airs-de-i^le of their grandmothers, 
would do well to look to it. 

These three females, though belonging to the most dis- 
tinguished class, were entirely devoid of instruction. Their 
acquirements were limited to reading and writing, which last 
was considered a great attainment for persons of their sex, 
and is, indeed, exceedingly rare ; but their ideas extended 
not to polite literature, nor knew they the elements of history, 
or geography. Their conversation was, therefore, dry and 
uninteresting, and Mr. Faring felt all the weight of dulness 
creep upon him, when chocolate was served. It is customary 
to offer a cup of that beverage to guests, in Mexico, when- 
ever they happen to visit in the morning, or evening, and it 
would be accounted grossly impolite to neglect this mark of 
hospitality. To the chocolate succeeds a tumbler of clear 
water, after which, cigarritos are handed round. 

These cigarritos are more than half paper, and the smoke 
they produce is a kind of luxury to which our traveller was 
not very partial, still, in compliment to his host, he offered 
violence to himself and continued to smoke, till he was in- 
vited to pass, into the gran sola, which was the most splendid 
apartment in the whole mansion. The furniture of this hall 
was, in point of magnificence, superior to anything else in 
that part of the country, and as the family we are now de- 
scribing was one of the most wealthy in the state of Coha- 
huila, it may, upon the whole, be taken as a sample of what 
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was then, and is even yet, in the northern parts of the Mexi- 
can i*epublic, accounted luxury and comfort. The pave- 
ment consisted of indurated mortar, painted red, and as iiigh- 
ly polished as the surface of a mirror, which is done by t 
process hardly understood, or, at least, seldom practised ia 
the old continent. It looks nearly as beautiful as stuooo 
work, and is as durable as the chunan of the East Indies. 
It were a desirable thing to introduce such pavemeDts for 
ground floors, into the architecture of the United Stato. 
They would prove a great addition to the internal decon- 
tion of the houses of our southern planters. They are 
easily kept clean and possess the coolness and rbrilliaDcy of 
marble. In this instance, however, such a piece of mag- 
nificence was not in keeping with the barenness of the walk, 
which were, indeed, white-washed, but devoid of every or- 
nament, except some prints, in guilt frames. The windows, 
too, were without curtains, and the eternal estrada, itself, 
witiiout the accompanying strip of calico. Along the walls, 
on each side, were ranged some rush-bottomed chairs im- 
ported from New Orleans, but the most sumptuous piece of 
foreign furniture was a mahogany table, in a corner, upon 
which were placed three small statues of Saints, exquidtelj 
carved, decorated with gems, and in full dress of gold aod 
silver tissue. These were '^ los Santos de la casa^" the home* 
hold saints, — something like the penates among the oU 
Romans. 

Our traveller attracted by the delicacy of the sculpture, 
drew nigh to those saints, and began to examine them with 
attention ; whereupon the lady of the house, mistaking Ui 
curiosity for a religious feeling, explained to him, at greit 
length, all the miracles they had performed in behalf of the 
family ; and, in order to manifest how grateful she had been 
for the benefits she had received, displayed, before him, i 
complete wardrobe, which she kept in one of the table draw- 
ers, for the use of the little figures. There were white wdn 
gowns, with silver fringe, to be used during Christmas and 
Easter weeks ; red, for whitsuntide ! purple, for lent and ad- 
vent ; nay, black ones for holy week !— -She had necklaoei 
and car-rinss for them, and treated them just like little girli 
treat their dolls. From her careless prattle, he even gather- 
ed that she attributed to them hunjan passions, and thoiifglit 
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them accessible to vanity and resentment ; for it was not 
without some self-complacency that she detailed how many 
times she iiad punished them^ when deaf to her petitions, by 
taking away their finery, or stimulated them, by promises of 
Gostly ornaments. 

Many of our readers will, no doubt, think the present ac* 
count exaggerated, but we can assure them that, far from 
being overloaded, the Sketch has been greatly weakened-* 
jthrough fear of wounding Protestant notions of probability. 
It is, in fact, what we have done, all along, in describing Mex- 
ican manners, and the peculiar features which modern civi- 
lization has assumed, in that singular country ; for, had we 
adhered to a close and rigorous description of both, the result 
would have been accounted incredible. 

Strange as the assertion may appear, Mexico contains in 
itself all the germs of a great nation ; but they are still in em- 
bryo. The transition from a despotical to a republican form 
of government has been so sudden, that it has caused civiliza- 
tion, among the upper classes, to take a leap backwards — 
in order, probably, that it might gather more impetus, to clear 
the intervening chasm. 

But though we are resolved to soften down certain crudi- 
ties, — ^not to say enormities — ^which might, if exhibited, im- 
part to our work an air of improbability ; we will, nevertheless, 
closely adhere to fidelity of expression. As to the modes of 
civil life — as they are, of themselves, indifferent, or, at best, 
but remotely connected with morality ; we make it a point 
to depict them with the mqst scrupulous exactitude, and in 
this, we think the present work may lay claim to some origi- 
nality. For that purpose, we must continue the journal of 
Mr. Faring's travel, on his return to the United States ; and 
should our kind reader imagine this an hors tVoeuvte- ; he 
must forgive the slight irregularity it introduces into our story, 
in favor of the information it conveys. 

The company remained in the gran sala, of which we have 
attempted a description, till half passed ten, when it was an- 
nounced that supper was on the table. Crossing, therefore, 
the court yard, they repaired to the eating room — another 
hall, nearly-similar in dimensions to the one we have describ- 
ed, and where they found a plentiful supper. The viands 
were delicate, consisting of lamb, kid and fowls ; but the 

5* 
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cookery was a strange mixture of the old M orisco and In- 
dian styles. There were chickens, stuffed with almonds m 
raisins ! — Pigeons, fricasseed with sugar and white wine !— 
Pork, stewed in a red pepper sauce, sufficiently strong to ex- 
coriute the palate of an Englishman, and each dish, besides, 
so profusely condimented with garlic, as would have turned 
the stomach of a Genoese. But, above all other spices and 
condiments, figured, in awful pre-eminence, the ckilte piquOi 
a kind of .bird's-eye pepper, the taste of which Aa intolerably 
fiery. Poor Mr. Faring suffered severely by this good cheer; 
but besides the abominable cookery of the dishes, the meaos 
of enjoying the festive board with comfort were scanty. 
Chairs there were none, and two long narrow benches, wii 
out the addition of cushions, supplied their places. Thice 
knives were accounted sufficient for nine persons, so that our 
traveller was frequently obliged to have recourse to the im- 
plements of nature, as a substitute. This was not, however, 
so repugnant as being constrained to drink out of a tumbler, 
in common; but as there were but four glasses on, the table, 
he was also obliged to submit to that inconvenience. 

If comfort was wanting, there was a great display of 
magnificence, to make up for it, for every thing which coaU 
be silver about the table was of that metal, and no less thu 
six servants waited upon the guests. As soon as supper wis 
over, one of them recited a long grace, in praise of the 
Blessed Sacrament of the altar, and the immaculate concep- 
tion of the Virgin Mary, after which Mr. Faring retired v 
his couch, which consisted of the mattress and clothes he bafl 
brought with him, — spread on the fioor of the gran ah. 
There we will leave him to his repose, while his servants. 
stretched on their blankets, are enjoying the benefit of the 
cool and bracing night air in the open court-yard, durinc 
their slumbers — a manner of lodging servants generalW 
practised in Mexico, and which the mildness of the climK 
renders tolerable for them. 

Our American had purposed to continue hia joumej on the 
following day, but his host was urgent to induce him to pio- 
long his stay, and hi? servants represented to him that hit 
travelling mules were much fatigued, with their huniefl 
march and stood in need of recruiting themselves in the rich 
pastures of the Hacienda, so that he made up hia mind U) 
tarry there, two or three days longer. 
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CHAPTER V. 

The friar has walked out, and where'er he has gone, 
The land and its fatness are marked for his own. 
He may roam where he lists, ho may stop when he tirea, 
For every man's house is the barefooted friar's. 

Walter Scott, 

Before Mr. Faring's departure, some new travellers ar- 
rived at the manor house. They were two Augustinian 
friars, from Durango, bent upon a pilgrimage to the shrine 
of nuestra Sehora del chorro, in the mountains of Tamaulipas 
— a place of devotion just then starting into celebrity, but 
whose destinies, which promised to be so brilliant, have been 
since blasted, by the Yorkino government of that State. Of 
these two friars, one was lame, and the other labored under 
a chronic rheumatism, and both expected to be restored to 
healthful vigor, by the intercession of the virgin del chorro. 

They no sooner heard of Mr. Faring's journeying that way, 
than they conceived the idea of palming themselves upon 
him as travelling companions, being persuaded that they 
would much more conveniently perform their journey in a 
vehicle, than on their hard trotting mules. Communicating 
their wishes to our host, a man most religiously inclined to 
oblige any one who wore a shaven crown, he broached the 
subject to Mr. Faring and easily convinced him that it would 
be desirable for him to have such fellow-travellers. In case 
of an attack from robbers, they would be a protection to the 
whole party, and besides, might prove useful in the way of 
obtaining provisions, along the road, — ^the country people, 
not always disposed to sell victuals to ordinary travellers, 
never refusing them to clerical ones, and even ^dutifully pre- 
senting them, every now and then, with delicacies, without 
any compensation. The Friars' company was, therefore, 
willingly accepted, the more so, as Mr. Faring knew that 
his being a heretic was a circumstance involving no little 
danger, and he could not rely upon the secrecy and discre- 
tion of his servants, — ^these being qualities in which Mexican 
Indians are generally deficient. 
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On the day of his departure, therefore, he mounted his 
coach with a greater sense of security, and when sitting be- 
tween the two friars, felt more comfortable than before. On 
their pflrt, the religiosos^ though not a little disgusted at the 
idea of riding in the same carriage with a Protestant, either 
mastered, or disguised that feeling, and scrupled not to en- 
tertain Mr. Faring with their conversation. He was not 
backward in addressing them with queries, and the subject 
he selected was peculiarly calculated to awaken their collo- 
quial powers. 

" Be so good, reverend fathers,'' said he, " as to give mc 
some information touching the place of devotion to which 
you are bound. I am a foreigner, uninformed of the peculi- 
arities of the country, and as I have never, hitherto, heard 
that place mentioned, I would be glad to learn something 
about it." 

" Why, Senor," said the elder of the two clergymen, " it is 
a sequestered glen, on the eastern ridge of the mountains of 
Tamaulipas, one of the branches of the Sierra Madre, some 
few leagues from the city of Linares, where it has pleased 
the Holy Virgin to manifest herself in a miraculous man- 
ner — which promises to that place, in future ages, as grett 
a fame as it has been the lot of any other sanctuary in Mexi- 
co to acquire. I should not even be surprised if it were to 
become as celebrated as the collegiate of Guadelupe. That 
glen being very deep, and iQanked on either side, by steep 
marble rocks, is diversified, here and there, by deep cav- 
erns, in which are found great quantities of fine alabaatec 
and curious petrifactions. It happened, one day, that two 
masons and a sculptor, who had undertaken to erect an altar 
piece, in the church of the Hualawises, (a tribe of converted 
Indians,) resorted thither, in quest of materials for that pur* 
pci^. Finding a satisfactory selection difficult to make, and 
having already visited several caves and fissures in the 
rocks — still undetermined in their choice, they came, at last, 
to a wide opening, in the side of the mountain, from which 
flowed a rivulet of limpid water. 

'^ It being the dinner hour, they concluded to enter the 
cave, in order to enjoy their meal in the cool shade, and be- 
hold ! upon entering it, they found the place incrusted with 
the very materials they were in quest of — and of the finest 
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quality— resplendent, and as white as the driven snow ! The 
grotto was perfectly beautiful, and disposed like a large stda^ 
as if dug and fashioned by the hand of man. At the farther 
extremity, a splendid cascade, falling from a height of thirty 
feet, formed the rivulet already mentioned. 

" They drew near it, but judge of their surprise, when 
they saw, between the chorro of water, and the alabaster 
wall, the image of Our Lady gracefully hovering over th&m, 
in the air. They were struck dumb with terror — as they 
well might, poor sinners ! for, who were they, that heaven 
should especially favor them with such a vision, in prefer- 
ence to so many priests and religious men in the country ? 
But so it was, and, at last, recollecting themselves and falU 
ing down on their knees, they devoutly crossed themselves, 
and recited the litanies — ^not daring to look up for a time. 

" They expected to hear some verbal revelation ; but no 
voice issuing from the sacred image, they, at last, ventured 
to look up again, and beheld it in the same place, and with 
a smiling countenance, which encouraged them to approach. 
They even ventured to pass between the water and the ala- 
baster Wall, which they found brilliant and polished to a pre- 
ternatural degree, but lo ! the blessed image had become 
settled and had fixed itself on the stone, where it remains 
visible to this day — as if engraved — though, no doubt, it was 
never carved — save, perhaps, by angels, in a miraculous 
manner." 

" Oh Maria Santissima !" piously ejaculated the other 
friar, " how much is not Mexico indebted to thee, that thou 
vouchsafest to bless us in such a manner !" 

"And that place, no doubt," interrupted Mr. Faring, 
" has, since these events have transpired, attracted consider- 
able attention, from th^ whole neighbourhood ?" 

" Indeed you may say so," returned the friar. " Not 
only from the neighbourhood, but from a vast distance, multi- 
tudes resort to it, and wonderful is the number of cures 
wrought there. You may judge how far the fame of the 
blessed cave has already extended, since brother Villamil, 
there, and my unworthy self have come all the way from 
Durango — a city more than a hundred and fifty leagues 
distant. We had, indeed, heard of the place, long ago, and 
felt a desire to perform the pilgrimage ; but our prior, good 
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man, had a notion that it was an artifice of Sattianas, and t 
temptation, in order to divert us from the spirit of prayer 
and contemplation so essential to a religious life. God, 
however, has heen pleased to take the prior to a better world, 
and we were very careful, in the election of his successor, to 
covenant, before giving him our votes, that he should gnuDt 
us the permission to undertake the pilgrimage. For more 
than ten years, I have suffered under a severe rheuraatisn, 
so that I can very seldom attend divine service in the choir, 
or even preach, as I was wont to do, before my ailment; 
but I hope that at the Chorro, the most pure and holy Queen 
of Heaven will cast upon me an eye of compassion. And, 
in fact, it is, as one may* say, for her own interest^ that I id 
now travelling, as much as for my advantage. The convent 
of San Augustin, of Durango, is of some note, and shouU 
two brothers of that house get cured at this new sanctuary, 
it will greatly increase the number of pilgrims, no less than 
the value of votive offerings. Durango is the country for 
silver and gold, and the pearls of California are adjacent! 
Our state could, in one month alone, furnish more predod- 
dades to the Sanctuary del Chorro, than Tamaulipas, Nuero 
Leon and Cohahuila together, in ten years. I will duly ei- 
plain this to the pious anchorite, who is the keeper of tlie 
blessed cave, in order that his fervent prayers be addresMd 
to the mother of God in our behalf. Oh, the special bleai* 
ings bestowed upon this country by these signal apparitions! 
There was, first, that of Guadelupe, near the city of Mexico, 
shortly af\er the conquest. It was especially vouchsafed to 
the Indian race, which it was necessary to win over, and tbe 
miracle occurred on the identical spot where had stood tbe 
temple of their famous idol Tonanizin,* An Indian, even 
the pious Juan Diego, was its honored voucher ; but now a 
second witness of our immaculate faith has risen in these 
Northern parts. It is, undoubtedly, to bear testimony againit 
the heresy and unbelief which threaten to invade us from 
the side of the Anglo- Americans. Yea, it is, in my opinioOi 
a sign unto tJiem ! And what other land can, now^^ysi 
boast the same favors and heavenly visitations ! Truly «e 
may say, as the Guadelupe medals have it, '* Non fecit taliter 
omni nationi !" 

* Tonantzin was the Mexican Ceres, the Groddesa of 
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" Your discourse edifies me, reverend father/' said Mr. 
Fcuing, " yet, methioks, before this new place of devotion 
can obtain as much &me, and inspire as much veneration, 
as the collegiate of Guadelupe, there are certain formalities 
to be undergone, at Rome, and the whole history of the 
apparition must be approved by the Holy See, before it can 
be admitted by the faithful." 

" Are you, indeed, aware of that ?" interrupted Father 
Villamil. " It shows that you have studied our religion, and 
paid some attention to the constitution of our church ! But 
your observation is correct. The testimony respecting the 
apparition must be scrupulously examined, at Rome, before 
the sacred congregation of rites, and a solemn office com- 
posed ! It costs as much as the canonization of a Saint. If 
modern times were like past ages, it would be easy to collect 
the money wanted, at Rome, for the fees of office incidental 
to the process and other duties ; but with the suppression of 
the Holy Inquisition,(") charity has grown so cold, and the 
looseness of private opinions so prevalent, that we are 
afraid no sufficient effort will be made. Well may the 
daughter of Zion weep, at seeing the inroads of heretics, 
schbmatics, unbelievers, Jews and impious men of every 
sort, who roam through our land, and have brought the curse 
of Heaven upon us. How different matters went on when 
we had the Holy Office among us !" 

Mr. Faring, who felt that the friars were taking with his 
feelings, as an American, greater liberties than their situa- 
tion warranted, thought proper to change the conversation. 
The two holy men possessed but little instruction, except in 
matters of divinity, and of course their company proved un- 
interesting ; but, towards the middle of the day, the weight 
of dulness was alleviated by the view of a splendid phenome- 
non, unknown both in Europe and the United States. 

They were drawing near a little village, of the name of 
Tinaja, built at the foot of a huge mountain, which lies 
perfectly insulated, in the centre of an immense plain, when 
the most lovely prospect imaginable broke upon their sight. 
There lay a beautiful lake, the limpid waters of which, spark- 
ling in the sun, extended afar their broad expanse, till lost in 
the mists of the horizon, and were diversified with delightful 
groups of Islands, covered with shrubs of the greenest hue. 
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Their road conducted them, in a direct line, towards its banks, 
but in proportion to their approach, the lake appeared tore- 
cede, as though it had been a scenic illusion, to tantalis 
the weary traveller. It was high noon, and the vast plain 
through which they were riding, consisted of what,.iii Mexico, 
is termed barricU, that is to say, indurated clay, which, con* 
stantly exposed to the rays of the sun, attains almost tbe 
consistency of stone. As it was entirely destitute of vegettiF 
tion) the charm resulting from the contrast, when the eye, 
afler wandering over the barren superficies, rested on the 
translucent waters, was inexpressible. Mr. Faring was do- 
liffhted, and declared his intention of stopping on the bonb 
of the lake, to take his afternoon meal, and enjoy the luxiny 
of a cool bath. He was not a little surprised when the frian 
laughed at his eagerness, and told him that if he were not to 
dine till ho should reach it, he ran a great risk of fasting t 
long time. He thought they were jesting, and even feh 
some rancor for the liberty they were taking, until his ser- 
vants affirmed the same thing, to wit, that what he saw wv 
merely the cfTect of an optical illusion. 

This recalled to his memory the mirage of the easten 
regions, described by several travellers, and ho could easily 
conceive how a state of the atmosphere similar to that of 
Arabia, or Egypt, should also produce this phenomenon, in 
the barren plains of Mexico. Our friars had never heard d 
the mirage, their reading having been very limited, but they 
had frequently beheld the curious spectacle which now exdu 
ed Mr. Faring's surprise, and one of them even undertook a 
philosophical explanation of it, by referring to the laws d 
optics, a smattering of which he had acquired, from a Latii 
work of Jacquier, on physics. 

From the borders of that beautiful but imaeinary lake, 
they continued to pursue an easterly direction, and encamped 
for the night near a little hamlet, called Alamo mocho, Tio 
sooner had they pitched their tent, than a numerous company 
of country people was seen approaching the place where tbey 
had put up for the night ; and, apprehensive that they were 
robbers, Mr. Faring and his men seized their arms and re- 
solved to defend themselves, while the friars, confiding in 
the influence of their priestly character, walked towards the 
intruders. The latter, recognizing the sacred habit, ap- 
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piToached the padres with marks of deep reverence, and, 
upon drawing nigb> devoutly kissed their hands and walked 
bareheaded hy their side. 

The business which had brought them together was of a 
singular nature. A man, who lived at a considerable dis- 
tance from Alamo mocho had arrived there the preceding 
night, pretending to have received a revelation that a corpse 
was buried near the hamlet, at a certain spot, which he des- 
cribed with so much minuteness and precision, that the vil- 
lagers immediately knew the place. The disinterment of the 
corpse was not his sole object, for he affirmed that a sum of 
six thousand dollars was secreted in the grave, and for the 
purpose of its extraction > the company were now convened 
and marching towards the spot. Though it seemed strange 
.that, he had collected for such a purpose so many witnesses, 
yet this was a necessary precaution, to enable him to prove 
the honest acquisition of the money, should he ever be ques- 
tioned about it. 

Mr. Faring listened to the story with an air of incredulity, 
and could not, at the conclusion, restrain his risibility ; but 
he was assured, by one of the friars, that such events were 
by no means rare, in Mexico, and were not by the shrewd 
ones accounted miraculous. Being still inclined to consider 
it as a hoax, or a gross instance of superstitious credulity, 
the friars proposed t6 him to accompany the stranger to the 
place indicated, and witness the search. Assenting thereto, 
they soon reachea the spot— a dreary looking ravine, thickly 
overshadowed by acacias and ebony-trees. At the fi)ot of 
a large palm-tree, between two stones, planted upright, as if 
to mark a grave, the stranger, assisted by the villagers, 
began to dig. They had no sooner penetrated one foot and 
a half in depth, than they discovered a corpse, not yet entire- 
ly putrefied. The sight was disgusting and the stench so 
intolerable, that Mr. Faring was obliged to remove to some 
distance, while the assembled villagers broke forth into loud 
shouts of joy,- — calling, at the same time, upon our friars, 
for prayers, in behalf of the dead. 

" Alas, for the poor murdered soul !" exclaimed one of the 
peasants, who stood gaping, on the brink of the grave ; " to 
have Icjlniiere, heaven knows how long, without ever receiv- 
ing the rites of sepulture— or having so much as a De pro* 

Vol. I. 6 
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fundis sung over it— or some drops of Holy Water ^rinkkd 
for its repose ! Ah, me ! — Now, when I think of it, I have do 
doubt it is the ghost which my wife saw, by moon light, walk- 
ing at the cross roads del cerro, on all Hallows night. Its 
head was wrapped round with a bloody handkerchief, and it 
groaned frightfully ! — By St. Corolampio, I must - do some- 
Uiing for the poor soul. — Fathers, here are two rials. — ^Eneel 
down, if you please^ and say some responsorios — just as miicb 
as the money comes to." 

" This is well thought, indeed," interrupted another 
rustic, fumbling in his pocket, and adding a sixpence, to the 
two rials, which father Yillamil had already pocketed, " I 
will have a share in the merit of this good work. Not that 
my wife has seen any ghost ; but my ewes and goals ilave, 
and if they could speak, they would tell a strange tale. I 
never had so many of them to miscarry, in a single season ! 
The poor soul, here, was restless, and rode them in the night, 
till they cast their kids. — Vayaf I thought somebody bad 
bewitched them !" 

" And do you think," said his wife, who was present, 
<' that a sixpence is going to lay a ghost like this ? A stian- 
ger in the country, I warrant you — and murdered with coU 
lead, too— which is not a Christian-like death— certainly not 
the way to do the thing in Mexico ! The ghost will ne?er 
mind your sixpence, man. It is a mass you must give- 
nothing less than a mass." 

Thus incited by his more generous spouse, the man made 
an effort, and handed the friars a dollar for a mass, and i» 
example had such an effect upon the spectators, that eveij 
one began fumbling in his pocket, to contribute to the gene- 
ral offering for laying the ghost. They were particular, 
however, in their selection of prayers for that purpose. One 
called for a Miserere, another for a Libera me, while a third 
one who had but two cents to offer, modestly contented him- 
self with an Hail Mary, &c. 

In the meantime, the digging went on, and the clergymen, 
on their knees, kept muttering their prayers. When the 
offering of money ceased, however, it was found that the som 
made up was too trifling to compensate for the joint labors of 
both friars, so that father Garces, who was the superior, goc 
up, and lefl brother Villamil to discharge the worth of 
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the Jolas, (copper coins) ' whil^ the search was briskly 
prosecuted. 

The corpse was soon extracted, removed to another spot, 
and the grave it had lately tenanted, ransacked and ex- 
amined. In it they found money, sure enough! A few 
inches below the corpse, there had been secreted a leathern 
valise, which contained, not six thousand, but six hundred 
dollars in silver, with an ingot of gold that might be worth 
about five hundred more. A pair of pistols accompanied the 
valise, and though rusty and damaged, Mr. Faring easily 
ascertained them to be real Mantons. The boots and some 
rags of what had been the apparel of the deceased yet re 
mained, which convinced him that they must have belonged 
to a foreigner, probably a countryman pf his, or an English- 
man. Seized with great emotion, he conquered his repug- 
nance, and approached the corpse, which, though decayed, 
still preserved marks of having come to its end in a foul 
manner. The skull had been penetrated by two balls. It 
was, therefore, evident that some one had been inhumanly 
murdered, but when, and by whom 1 

Suddenly the idea flashed upon Mr. Faring's mind, that 
the man who pretended to have had the revelation, and had 
come from a distance with so exact a description of the place 
of interment, must have been privy to the horrid deed, or, 
perhaps, the perpetrator, and he immediately formed the re- 
solution of arresting him, and delivering him over to the au- 
thorities of Saltillo, a city, situated not far from Alamo mo- 
cbo. He, nevertheless, thought it prudent to. consult the 
eldest of the two friars, who seemed possessed of more sense 
than his companion. 

For that purpose, .he took father Garces apart, and said to 
him, " Father, I cannot reconcile myself to the idea that this 
man knew the existence of this corpse, buried in so lonely a 
place, by revelation ! It is, evidently, a traveller who has 
been murdered, and here secreted, wiUi his money, to be dis- 
interred at leisure, at a time when the excitement produced 
among his friends, by his disappearance, should be allayed ; in 
order to screen the murderer from the retribution of the law."* 

" Your suspicions are probably just," replied the friar, 

* Such adventures as these are not unfrequent in Mexico. 
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** yet heaven has frequently made such revelations, either bj 
dreams, or by unequivocal signs, to poor and worthy men, in 
order to relieve their necessities, and, also, that the treasurei 
which would otherwise have uselessly remained concealed, 
in the bowels of the earth, might . benefit the poor murdered 
soul, by being panly spent in prayers and masses de requkm," 

" Father," interrupted Mr. Faring, " though 1 do not pre- 
tend to deny the existence of miracles, still I ccfinnot admit, 
for one single moment, that there was any thing supematii' 
ral in this af&ir. The fellow was too well acquainted wilk 
the place, not to have visited it previously. Rely upoo it, 
either he was the assassin, or knows who perpetrated the 
deed. I think public justice requires that he should be ar- 
rested, and delivered over to the Alcalde of Saltillo, in order 
that the crime may be judicially investigated. I have a vA 
ficent number of men to apprehend him." 

" I advise you," replied the friar, " not to meddle with thii 
man, nor to do what would be accounted exceedingly foolish, 
and subject you to considerable delay and expense. Why, 
it would be acting the part of Don Quixote, who went about, 
avenging wrongs and redressing injuries ! What should we 
come to, in this country, if it were thought necessary to ap- 
prehend all those who act similarly with this man ?---I hat 
known, in my time, — ^that is, since I was a novice, — no lea 
than twenty.five, or thirty corpses, thus disinterred^ betweea 
Zacatecas and Durango, and never heard that any body in- 
terfered ; though, to be sure people would, sometimes smOe 
and significantly shake the head, when a fellow returned en- 
riched from one of those expeditions. Moreover, I think yoi 
wrong the poor man, by your suspicions: he is 'innocent, I 
dare say. He appears very mild, and is certainly very diar* 
itable, for he has bestowed forty dollars, out of six "hundred^ 
for masses, to be said on behalf of the deceased. A robber 
would hardly have thought of the like, I am sure." 

Mr. Faring, seeing that it would be impossible to persuade 
the friar of the propriety of his design, and aware, also, that 
it would be exceedingly difficult to execute it without his ood- 
currcnce ; gave up the idea. In the meantime, the stranger 
made liberal donations to the rustics who had assisted him io 
his search, replaced the corpse into its earthly tenement, and 
departed carrying off his prey. 
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Oui: traveller spent the time which elapsed till supper, in 
the most uncomfortable manner, being haunted by thousand 
doleful ideas ; but the friars seemed indifferent to the melan- 
choly spectacle they had witnessed. The inhabitants of the 
hamlet felt greatly honored by their presence, and the women 
obsequiously gave them several little regalos. One humbly 
brought a couple of chickens, and, with many low reverences, 
begged that they might be roasted for the supper of their pa- 
temiUes. Another presented a kid ; a third one, a jar of fresh 
cream, and by this means their commons were not a little 
improved. Upon the whole, and despite of Mr. Faring's 
feelings, they spent not only a cheerful, but even a festive 
night. Before retiring to repose, they held a consultation on 
the direction they should pursue the following day. 

By far the greatest part of the territory which constitutes 
the Mexican republic consists of an immense plain, raised six 
or seven thousand feet above; the level of the sea, and but- 
tressed by two distinct chains of mountains, each of which is 
known by the name of the Sierra Mad re ; this denomination 
extending even to the rc^ige that pervades Texas. These 
two mountainous ridges spring out, from an immense chain 
which is a continuation of the Andes of Peru, and after en- 
tering the states of Puebla and Mexico, c^nd shooting up to- 
wards heaven the enormous volcanic peaks of Popocatepetl 
and Istacihuatl, divides itself into two arms, which embrace the 
high plain already allude(| to, styled, in the language of the 
country, " la mesa de Anahuac." The singular topography 
of this mesa imparts to it a certain resemblance with the steppes 
of great Tartary, and the mountainous chains by which it is 
bounded, being almost every where precipitous, render an ac- 
cess to the upland countiy extremely difficult, except at a few 
spots, where deep-cut puertos open an entrance for carriages. 

The western chain runs due north. Throwing out lateral 
spurs, here and there, it forms the immense volcano of Colima, 
and the still more surprising, though less gigantic homitos* 

* The hornitos of JoruUo are small conical mounds of earth, ten or 
fifteen feet high, emitting an incessant smoke and a fetid odor. They 
are several thousands in number and cover an immense plain. That 
country has been volcanised since the Spanish conquest. — A consider. 
able river of hot water has taken the place of two fine streams, which, 
before, watered the plain, now known by the name ofmalpaye. 

6* 
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of JoruUo. But the main ridge pursues its course, al u 
average distance of three hundred miles from the Paci& 
ocean and the gulf of California, until it ultimately reacba 
the northwest territory of the United States, ^here its pro- 
longation is known hy the name of the Rocky mountaiDs. 

The Eastern hranch runs at ahout a distance of two hm- 
dred miles from the sea coast, following its sinuositiea, io t 
northeast direction, until it enters the stat^ of CohalunK 
where it is lost, in the immense plains watered by the Bio 
Bravo. This chain, without being so high, or precipitous, h 
the western one, is sufficiently so, however, to prevenl uj 
carriage from crossing the proud circumvalLation with nUch 
the interior of the republic is fenced round, unless its north- 
ern extremity, be turned, which can be effected only at Sd 
tillo. This circumstance will always secure a paranxNmt 
importance to that city. From the camino reoZ,. 'ancieatfr 
constructed, by the Spanish government, from Vera Cnn, to 
Mexico ; this chain of mountains, extending to SaltilIo,foniMi 
for the space of eight hundred miles, a grand wall, or naliOBil 
fortification, rendering the access to the interior, exceedingly 
difficult and precarious, till one reaches the latitude of iIms 
last mentioned city. 

Our travellers had now reached the point which has^ oo 
that account, become the great Eastern thoroughfare, betwen 
the high and lowlands, and they had to deternoine what tod 
they should pursue. One, that passed through the city d 
Saltillo, was both shorter and more transitable, but so drsMl* 
fully infested by robbers, that it was next to a prodigy to 
escape being attacked by them. The other, which crosMd 
the main ridge of the Sierra, nine leagues to the noithwud, 
was accounted more rugged, but better watered, and had not 
yet become the resort of banditti, being seldom frequented by 
travellers. Mr. Faring preferred the latter, being chiefly 
influenced by the opinion of his guide. 

The next morning, therefore, they set out early, intenifiiif 
to cross the gap, before night, and reach the head of the valley 
of Nicamole, which is six thousand feet, at least, lower tbaii 
the table land west of the Sierra. Nothing can equal tbs 
magnificence of the spectacle which, upon a nearer ap- 
proach, this chain of mountains exhibits. The atmoapben 
of Mexico is so clear and transparent, that the peculiar tioti 
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which these ridges, display, are distinguishable at a vast 
distance, and their colors appear as vivid, as if just laid on by 
the pencil of a skilful artist, with their various shades melt- 
ing into each other by gradual transitions. New Spain ia 
the country where the primary formation most frequently 
appears upon the superficies of the ground, and the primi- 
tive rocks having been there less disturbed by subterranetm 
commotions, than in any other part of the globe ; sulphur, 
the grand mineraliser of metals, imparts, on that account, a 
more brilliant tinge to the bodies with which it is combined. 
Though one. cannot help regretting the absence of vegetation, 
yet the sight of the shining streaks, by^ which metalliferous 
yeins are indicated — following the undulations of the 
various ridges m which they are imbedded — amply repays 
the curious observer, and promises a richer harvest to the 
geologist. 

Portly after leaving the village of Venadito, where they 
took their breakfi^t, our travellers entered the gap of 
the mountain. Their road followed a rapid declivity, and 
the lofty ridge, transversally divided by a tortuous glea, 
towered, on either side, to the height of several thousand 
feet, above their heads ; exhibiting the most fantastic shapes. 
Bvery thing was on a gigantic scale— ythe castellated peaks, 
— the perpendicular precipice* — ^the gaping caverns! — ^yet 
Qvery feature bore an air of rigidnQss which inspired horror 
and deadened that sentiment of mental elevation, which is 
the natural result of the contemplatipn of sublime scenery. 
No trees, waving in the breeze — no birds, warbling among 
the folia^ — no shepherd's reed, attuning the surrounding 
echoes ! The scenery was sublime, but it was the sublimity of 
death ! Even the f^w plants which found a scanty supply in 
the crevices of the rocks were of an anomalous, and if one 
may say so, of a ridiculous shape, and every one thorny ! 
And such thorns as are not to be found any where else, on 
the face of the earth. Thorns, that can neither be cut 
with a knife, nor torn from the parent stem, without break- 
ing it to pieces — ^thorns that seem not to participate of the 
nature of wood ; but rather, appear like so many vegetable 
cock-spurs, uniting the incorruptible durability of horn, with 
the sharpness of steel. There flourish, in pernicious variety, 
the multifarious species of the cactus plant, save those which 
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produce the cocheneal and the edible figs called tunas. The 
dwarfish opuntia with violet colored leaves spreads its use- 
less bunches throughout every bottom. The viznaga, or 
cactus melo cactus, peeps out of every cranny, assumiog 
every hue, from dark green, to pale grey, and carpeting the 
surface of the trap rock with a triple row of prickl^ as 
sharp as needles, while the organo shoots up in aiDgutar 
prbms, from every loamy nook, but produces no pitaya.* 

At long intervals, some trees appear, but even they an 
fenced round with thorns, that render them nearly 
proachable ; while their growth is so stunted by the lei 
ened droughts to which the country is subject, and 
trunks are so knotty and contorted, as to render them tjxj 
thing but pleasant objects to the sight. In a word, the vege- 
table kingdom seems to eidiibit itself, there, under the most 
repulsive forms ; in order, as it were, to be. in keeping with 
the mineral one. Through this defile, Mr. Faring had al- 
ready proceeded a considerable way, when one of liis men 
learned from a cowherd, that a large compcmy of robbers Isj 
in wait, two leagues distant. 

* A delicious fruit, of a globular form, about the aize of a wafamt, uA 
of 8 deep red color. The juice is sweet and abundant, dying aU tht • 
secretions of the body of a bright purple. The oigano flouriahea mart 
in California, where, in many localities, it furnishes their only meani of 
support to the few miserable Indians who roam through that baim 
peninsula. 



AHBROSIO DB LETINBZ. 69 



CHAPTER VI. 

My kingdom — my city of Tenochtitlan ! — ^What have you done with 
it, Senores ? — Civilized, you say ?-^et me see. Why, yes. There is 
your Mexico, — ^It is pretty. It would make a handsome suburb to my 
ancient capital. But let us look further^ — ^Where is justice ? — Freedom 
iat the exercise of industry — security for travellers — a sufficiency of food 
for the lower classes ? — Ah^ shtn. curious civilization \ By Vitzliputzli, 
I could have done better than that, in the same space of time. 

The Ghost of Montezttma, a tragy Comedy, 

Upon receiving the unwelcome intelligence mentioned in 
the preceding chapter, the whole caravan came to a halt, and 
a consultation was held upon the measures most proper to he 
pursued in such an emergency. It was, at first, proposed 
boldly to proceed and defend themselves, sure that the banditti 
would prove pusillanimous, and that, as soon as two or three 
of their number should fall, the rest would retreat ; but the 
frialrs decidedly opposed such a plan. They believed that 
the robbers, upon a near approach, would respect their habit ; 
but they were not so sure that the bullets of their guns, fired 
froiKi a distance, would show the same discrimination. They 
voted, therefore, for proceeding in a pacific manner ; but Mr. 
Faring did not relish exposiiig his effects to pillage, out of 
zeal for peace ; neither did he anticipate much danger from 
resistance, as he had a considerable number of men, all of 
whom were well armed. The question was, whether the; latter 
would face the robbers and support their master. Mr. Far- 
ing resolved, at all events, to make a trial. 

Assembling together his peones, he communicated to them 
his resolution, and in an inspiriting tone, commanded them 
to form in the order best calculated to render their resistance 
effectual ; but his measures were thwarted by father Garces, 
who insinuated that a passive conduct was likely to prove 
their best safeguard. He succeeded in his design, for, not- 
withstanding the show of bravery which Mr. Faring's servants 
had evinced, they were in great trepidation, and manifested 
a wonderful docility in following the padres' counsels. 
This was a serious vexation to poor Mr. Faring, who bitter- 
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ly repented having allowed the pusillanimous friars to travel 
in his company. There appeared, however, no meamflf 
extricating himself from the present difficulty, except by re- 
tracing his steps, and proceeding to Saltillo, where he imdB 
a vow to leave the two children of St. Augustin. Acooii 
ingly, he gave orders to return. 

Upon learning his resolution and seeing the friars' otati- 
nacy, the guide informed the company that he knew a secNt 
path, over the brow of the hill, by which loaded mi^iles ndg^ 
reach Nicamole, without incurring the danger of an attan, 
although they would be exposed to perils of another desciip- 
tion, from the extreme narrowness of the road, and the tl^ 
mendous precipices along the edge of which it was condact> 
ed. This path is called << Elpaso de los Angeles^** not froa 
its pleasantness, as the inexperienced reader might imwin^ 
but because it had originally been supposed impassatw bv 
any one except beings of an ethereal nature. Now, tb 
guide proposed to drive the mules that way, accompanied bj 
the peones ; while the coach and friars should continue «■ 
the common route, and if they should encounter the banditti^ 
he argued, that, provided no resistance were made, the cir- 
riage would run very little danger of being detained, ani 
they would reach their destination in safety. Mr. Fanf 
did not perfectly approve of this arrangement ; yet it l^ 
peared, under the circumstances, the most prudent planlkijf 
could adopt. He, therefore, determined to accompaiiydB 
mules, and trust the vehicle to the guidance and niaMp> 
ment of the two friars. Every valuable article which he 
had in the carriage was transferred to the back of a sptn 
beast, and recommending himself to the prayers of the tvo 
holy mcD, he lefl them to provide for their own safety in ths 
best way they could, promising to rejoin themi earhr, Ike 
ensuing morning, at the head of the valley of Nicamole. 

The guide led him back about a mile and a half, up ths 
glen, and then, leaving the beaten track, began, to aaoendtb 
side of the rocky ridge, which appeared so precipitous, thiti 
at a distance, one would have judged the path hardly pnsli* 
cable for a goat. But the mule is a wonderful ^wjumI, bs 
less sagacious than inured to fatigue, and especially aerriee- 
able in mountainous and rocky countries. °*ii(, nolwilk> 
standing all the confidence which Mr. Faring piaoed in dv 
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instinct of the one he rode, he had not proceeded three hun- 
dred yard«, when he became alarmed, and, overcome by 
dizziness, he declared that he should prefer continuing his 
. journey on foot, to undergoing so imminent a danger. 
: Alighting, therefore, he walked the remainder of the way, 
with a gun in his hand, to the great surprise of his servants. 
, " After severe fatigues, they crossed the ridge, and, rharching 
'j until the afternoon of the following day, they reached the 
'j. valley of Nicamole ; where they were surprised to receive 
' no intelligence of the friars. 

The poor religiosos had met with signal misfortunes, and 
'. the confidence they had placed in the highwaymen's rever- 
[ ence for the habit of St. Augustin had been most awfully dis- 
iqppointed. After their separation from Mr. Faring, order- 
ing the postillion to drive as quickly as possible, they hoped 
to be enabled to pass the suspicious ground with such rapid- 
ity, as to elude the watchfulness of the robbers, who were 
posted at a nar^pw pass, above a mineral spring, bearing the 
ominous name of " los Amargos" But the sight of a travel- 
ling carricige, at that time, a rare occurrence in those parts, 
was," of itself, sufficient to awaken the attention of the high- 
waymen, and induce them to anticipate a rich booty. As 
soon, therefore, as the postillion was within hearing distance, 
they bid him stop, at his peril, threatening, with a volley of 
oaths and curses, to blow out his brains, if he should refuse. 
The poor postillion, perceiving a numerous gang obstructing 
the passage, was forced to obey, and the robbers, coming up, 
soon surrounded the coach, and took possession of the two 
mules rode by the servants. 

The captain of the banditti was the first to open the door 
of the vehicle, where he expected, no doubt, to find some 
family of distinction, well provided with cash ,* but great was 
his surprise to behold, instead, the two friars, whom terror 
had almost deprived of the power of speech. 

" What have we, here ?" exclaimed he, in the discontented 
tone of a disappointed man. " Padres, who are you, and 
where are you going ?" . 

' ** Alas, senor," answered Father Garces, trembling with 
fright, " we are two unworthy brothers of the order of the 
Heremites of St. Augustin, of the convent of Durango, bound 
for the sanctuary of the Virgin ' del chorro/ in the mountains 
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of Tamaulipas. We are both priests, and, of coune, under 
the special protection of the ecclesiastical law, which pio^ 
hibits, under pain of excommunication, IoUb sententUE^ to ofiei 
violence to a person in holy orders." 

" Are you indeed, friars ?" replied the outlaw, with a look 
of incredulity, either real, or affected. " Many persons pat 
on a religious habit, now-a-days, in travelling, in order to 
fare better on the road, or to deceive gentlemen of our pro- 
fession." 

" Indeed, we are," replied father Garces, still more alam- 
ed, " and if you do not believe our habit, you may well credit 
our letters of ordination, as well as the letters of ohedience,* 
from our worthy prior, by which we are recommended to the 
charity of the faithful." So saying, he put his hand into a 
pocket, concealed in the large sleeve of his gown^ and open- 
ing under his armpit, and drew out two large pieces of 
writing, looking like notarial acts, with the appendage of a 
huge seal, and presented them to the robber. 

The highwayman, who knew not how to read, was, never- 
theless, ashamed to confess his ignorance, and looking over 
the papers, pretended to examine their purport ; after which, 
folding them up and returning them to the friar, he said: 
" Well, well, this will do. You are privileged men and « 
will do you no bodily harm. God forbid that we should dnv 
down upon us the curse of an excommunication. We wifl 
treat you with all possible civility ; but come, it is necessaiy 
to speed the matter, for we expect new travellers, every mo- 
ment, and two jobs at once might prove embarrassing/' 

"Well," resumed the friar, "you can despatch us in a 
trice. Be so kind as to return the two mules to our servants, 
and the matter is all sped. We will not long cumber your 
grounds with our presence, and yet," added he, with a pa- 
ternal smile, "we will not fail to pray for you." 

" How is this, Padre mio .?" interrupted the robber ; " yoo 
expect that I will return your servants' mules — Voioa Diotf 
you are an unreasonable man. This is too childish, for one 
of your cloth ! — You may think yourself lucky to escape whfc 
your life, and thank our delicacy of conscience which mylnM 

* Letters declaratory that tho bearer was a regular member of tMr 
order. 
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US unwilling to shed the blood of anointed clergymen. But 
make haste, for it answers no good purpose to be uselessly 
parleying, on the highway, and my company are growing 
impatient." 

^* Upon my honor," replied the clergyman, (who, now 
thinking that he had nothing to fear for his life, was growing 
bolder,) " I never was more desirous of making haste, than 
at this present m^oment. Since you wish to retain the mules, 
keep th«m, in God's name, and let us go." 

*' Let us go !— oh, padre, padre !" exclaimed the robber, 
** is it possible you do not understand me ! — ^Do you think we 
can let this coach proceed, without previous search ? — Peo- 
ple of your profession seldom stir out without a handsome 
provision of doubloons. Therefore, I say, alight from the 
coach, reverend fathers ; we should be sorry to have to recur 
to force." 

The two clergymen obeyed, reluctantly enough, yet with- 
out any fear of a discovery, on the part of the robbers, as they 
had no money secreted in the vehicle. They viewed, there- 
fore, with perfect indifference, the search, prosecuted most 
minutely and in the strictest manner ; but which produced 
no favorable result. Not a little displeased at his want of 
success, the captain muttered, eyeing the friars askance, " If 
you were common folks, a little twine twisted round your, 
thumbs, with a slow match, would soon make you sing otU, 
and we would be saved all this trouble, — but we must reve- 
rence you, forsooth, and handle you as nicely as if you were 
delicate china ware ! Still, you must have it some where, 
and since it is not deposited in the coach, it must be secret- 
ed about your persons. Come, I will commence with you, 
who are the youngest," addressing himself to father Villamil ; 
" sit down upon this block of rock, and allow me to take off 
your sandals. My hand is quite light, and you will see what 
a nice valet-de-chambre I make." 

Upon receiving this polite injunction, father Villamil raised 
the outcry. " How, now !" said he, " Bethink you that this 
is bodily violence, and comes precisely within the canonical 
provisions of the council of Trent. By such a conduct, you 
incur excommunication in the same manner as if you were 
to maltreat, or even to murder me." 

" Padre," replied the robber, sternly, " I beseech you, 

Vol. I. 7 
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make no resistance. Our patience is somewhat of the short* 
est, and if our excommunication is certain, as you say, ve 
may he tempted to enhance its worth, hy treating you mon 
roughly. If you behave yourself mildly — and as becomeia 
worthy son of St. Augustin — ^we are not unwilling to do tbe 
handsome thing by you. Come, we will not fleece you to 
the quick. Only throw off your sandals, — and also, — if ytn 
have no objection — I will help to disrobe you of this cumber- 
some black gown, • which is, probably, too heavy for your 
paternity. We will see whether we cannot lighten it, a liuk! 
There are many curious little seams about these habits of 
yours, and many a golden peseta can lie perdue in the pad- 
ding of the cowl. — Vamos, FadrecitoP^ 

So saying, he pulled off father Yillamil's sandals, and not- 
withstanding some resistance, on his part, two other lobben 
divested him also of his gown. The captain found nothing 
concealed between the two pieces of sole leather of which 
the conventual calceamenta of the friar consisted ; but his 
lieutenant was more fortunate. Sewed in the lining .of the 
hood, or cucula^ were no less than nine doubloons. This 
discovery was hailed with loud shouts by the robbers, vho 
now turned their greedy eyes towards father Grarces. iTpoi 
seeing in what manner they were proceeding with lus coa- 
panion, this worthy was seized with a violent cholic, toil 
earnestly requested the robbers not to search him ; mcSet- 
ing, at the same time, six doubloons, which, he said, ven 
all he possessed. The highwaymen diverted themselTei} 
for a while, at the sight of the grimaces he made, in order 
to persuade them that he was really sufferiujg horrid paini ; 
but his shallow stratagem availed him not. He was search- 
ed, as well as his fellow traveller, and every seam of his 
gown which contained any coin, ripped open. 

By the time the robbers had examined to their satisfactioD, 
the apparel of the two holy men, they found themselves poB- 
scssed of nineteen doubloons, in gold, and a fair string of 
pearls, destined for Nuestra Senora del chorro ; but which 
they sacrilegiously appropriated to themselves. The poor 
friurs wrapped themselves up in their black gowns agaio, 
which, having been ripped open in so many places, preseni- 
ed a ludicrous appearance. The pieces dansled about their 
limbs, in so strange a fashion, that one would have suppooed 
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the good fathers were acting a shrove-tide mummery at the 
expense of the reb'gious orders. Their sandals having been 
cut open, also, they remained barefooted, and their destitute 
situation moved the compassion of the robbers themselves, 
whose captain proposed to restore four doubloons, out of the 
liineteen they had deprived them of, to which the whole com- 
pany assented. They abstained also from appropriating to 
themselves the mules that drew the carriage, and replacing 
the friars in it, dismissed them without any further molesta- 
tion. The servants who accompanied them lost their riding 
beasts, however, and were obliged to mount the vehicle with 
the padres. 

They continued their journey along the gap in the uncom- 
fortable plight which we have described, but, as misfortunes 
seldom come single, they had hardly proceeded two leagues, 
when the coach was overturned. By this accident one of 
the fore wheels was broken, and the night setting in very 
dark, the whole company were obliged to stop at that un- 
lucky spot, without any thing to appease the cravings . of 
hunger, except some jerked beef. 

When day dawned, they contrived to bind up the broken 
wheel together, with leathern thongs, and slowly dragging 
the carriage along, the whole company walked on foot, save 
the postillion. In this guise they arrived at the spot where 
Mr. Faring was awaiting them. The deplorable plight in 
which they got there, precluded all idea of continuing their 
journey before the coach should be repaired. This was, 
however, an operation likely to prove difficult, for the nearest 
place which boasted a wheelwright was Pesqueria, a town 
more than thirty miles distant. Thither they had to despatch 
an express, by whom the two friars conveyed to the parish 
priest a written account of their melancholy adventure, 
supplicating the loan of clerical garments, in order that they 
might enter the town in a condition suitable to persons of 
their order. That clergyman immediately sent them two 
cassocks, with a pressing invitation to come and lodge at his 
house. Along with the messenger, who brought this token 
of brotherly feeling, there came a wheelwright, with tools 
and materials to repair the broken wheel, and in five hours 
afler his arrival, the caravan was ready to pursue its 
march. 
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These various cares, nevertheless, had detained them nearij 
two days at the place where Mr. Faring had halted, a delay 
that had given him time to indulge his passion for aublims 
scenery, of which very few spots upon earth can afibrd mm 
splendid specimens than the valley of Nicamole. Thit 
scenery continues to be, in great measure, of that stern anl 
rugged character, which we have described as belonging ID 
the western chain of the Sierra Madre ; but the accidents of 
nature are so varied, the forms of the mountainous peaks lo 
novel, and cast into so well ordained proportions, the hues of 
the rocky strata so splendid, and yet so softly blended toge- 
ther, and the whole spectacle unfolds itself so progressivelj 
to the traveller's eye, as he descends the sap, at the foot cf 
which the valley commences, that the Ime of harmonioai 
relations is not marred by the least flaw. The vast pano- 
rama gradually swells into the most exalted magnificence, 
without overwhelming the imagination. 

A handsome river issues from a deep glen, on the rig)it 
hand, and meanders through the vale. A double row of 
evergreens adorns its banks, and affords a contrast to the 
brilliant tinges that seem to flame on the towering ridges. 
The crystalline stream now purls over a pebbly bottom, nov 
divides itself into several channels, and irrigates smiling or- 
chards of aguacates, orange, lime, pomegranate and other 
trees peculiar to tropical regions, the fragrance of whoee 
blossoms vies with the splendor of their colors. Laige 
flocks of sheep are seen grazing in the pastures, while the 
distant crags of porphiry rock resoun^ with the bleatinoi of 
the scrambling goats. Indian cottages, of a round lom^ 
peep from among the green boughs of the perfumed jsi- 
sache, or elegant retama,* and the whole forms a scene m 
tranquil and so fair, that, as the traveller descends ^ pf, 
and lifts his eyes up towards the superb clifls which tower 
alofl, on cither side, and then suflers them to rest on the en- 
chanted valley at his feet, he is forced to exclaim, here beautf 
sleeps in the lap of the sublime ! 

In mountainous scenery, nature seems almost every where 
to have dashed the sublime in a wild mood, but here, she 

* The broom, in the lowlands of Tamaulipas, grows to die an eft 
large tree. Its blossom is smaller than that of the European kmid. 
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.8 brought it out with method and reflection. Here, you 
3, in the nlidst of the utmost grandeur of configuration, a 
asteness of form, a symmetry of proportions which per- 
5tly harmonize the whole, and impart to it that character 
unity, no less desirable in natural beauties, than in the 
rks of tirt ; and yet we question whether the Alps them- 
ves can boast higher spires, or more craggy peaks than 
ne of those which indent the two chains that bound the 
[ley of Nicamole. 

A.S you proceed, the vale widens-, until it attains the aver. 
3 breadth of eight leagues ; but this vast plain is relieved 
rrt the reproach of monotony, which almost always attaches 
far extended levels, by ranges of low and gently undulat- 
r hills, (lomitas) with beautifully rounded tops, covered with 
ndure, — generally running" at the distance of two or three 
les from the main chain, — and seemingly mounting guard 
the feet of their gigantic neighbors. The highest of the 
iks which surround the valley is the Cerro de la Popa, that 
Bs, like an immense gothic castle, with crumbling towers 
J ruined battlements. Though the hand of Science has 
• yet measured the elevation of its summit, it cannot be less 
,n tiine or ten thousand feet above the level of the sea ; but 
at heightens still its imposing appearance is an immense 
re of one single block of glittering rock, which shoots up 
m a corner of the vast mass, so similar, in its configura- 
n to an ancient steeple, that, at a distanced, the eye is easily 
jeived by the similarity, and it requires the repeated as- 
'erations of the inhabitants of the country to inure the 
veller to the belief that what he beholds is not a work of 
This stupendous spire is appropriately styled, in the 
guage of the country, " la Aguja" (the needle.) Tpwer- 
;, perpendicularly, five hundred feet above the adjacent 
sts, its pinnacle forms the most commanding object in this 
etidid amphitheatre, and Mr.. Faring could not resist the 
iptation of taking a sketch of it with his pencil, as well as 
bodying the poetical beauties of it, in an ode, which we 
uld cheerfully give to the public, were the versification a 
le more harmonious. 

Leaving, at last, the contemplation of those wonderful 
ines, our travellers crossed the valley diagonally, and soon 
ived at the town of Pesqueria grande. It was precisely 

7* 
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on Holy Wednesday. As the three following days form, in 
Catholic countries, a season of great solemnity^ devoted to 
religious exercises, the friars were very importunate Iwith 
Mr. Faring, to remain during Easter, so that, partly to oblige 
them, and partly to rest his mules, which had greatly suflfeied 
in the passage of the Sierra, he consented to prolotfg his alay 
till the following Tuesday. For that purpose, he rented a 
house, with a spacious courtyard, for the use of his animals, 
and in less than two hours' time, his hed and furniture were 
arranged in order, and he had procured for himself a kind of 
temporary home, sufficiently comfortable. 

The two friars assisted the parish priest in the ecclesias- 
tical ceremonies and processions with which the latter part 
of Holy Week is over-crowded, while Mr. Faring, who had no- 
thing to do, sauntered about — from the church to the onadRtp 
place, .and from the market-place, to a spruce sanctuaiy, just 
erected, in honor of the virgin of Guadelupe, the great pat 
roness of the Mexican republic. 

He was much entertained in witnessing the various re- 
ligious exercises by which these people solemnize our Sa- 
viour's passion, and we will, here, detail some particuhis, 
which, on account of their singularity, were the peculiar ob- 
jects of his attention. Maunday Thursday is, in Mexico^ ai 
in all other Catholic countries, distinguished by a aolani 
high mass, in the morning ; but there, the Alcaide and de 
AyuntanuentOf that is to say, the Mayor and board of AUer- 
men, officially assist at it, in great ceremony, and recdrs 
the Sacrament. Afler this, the chief magistrate of the Iovd, 
kneeling at the foot of the altar, receives from the handt oi 
the parish priest, the key of the tabernacle, which he vesfs» 
the whole day, suspended from his neck, by a ribbon adoned 
with splendid embroidery. This is accounted a great honor 
and a high privilege, which costs the church very little and 
wonderfully flatters the vanity of these people. Before tbe 
conclusion of the morning service, the public offiicers almdr 
mentioned present their gold headed ccmes, which are their 
badges of office, to the sexton of the church, to be deposited 
in the sanctuary, close to the altar. This is done by way d 
solemn homage, which, in their corporate capacity, theyptv 
to the dogma of transubstantiation, and is a rite prescnhad 
by the Spanish statute law. 
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In the afternoon, all the magistrates assist also at the pe- 
diluvium, and bear a part therein. This is in imitation of 
our Saviour's washing his apostles' feet, at his last supper. 
Twelve beggars are seated in two rows, in the nave of the 
church, and the parish priest with his whole clergy, robed in 
white, washes their right foot, while one of the city magis- 
trates pours the water, mixed with wine, and another wipes 
it, with a towel ; after which the foot is devoutly kissed by 
the whole board of aldermen. This, if performed with grav- 
ity, might become impressive, and though the kissing of the 
feet should be now dispensed with, as no longer in accordance 
with the modern sense of propriety, it is, at all events, a 
practical lesson of Christian humility and civil equality. 

Late in the evening of the same day, a grand procession 
is formed round the town, in which a crucifix of gigantic di- 
mensions is carried, in a reclining posture, by eight men. 
But this exhibition is rendered repulsive, and even shocking, 
by penitentes, who walk at the head of the procession, naked, 
from the waist upwards and bare legged, tottering under the 
weight of a huge piece of timber, to which their arms are 
fastened in the form of a cross, and having their faces cover- 
ed with a black veil. As they are commonly Indians who 
perform this part, the deep dark hue of their skin increases 
the disgust which such an instance of baibarism is calculated 
to inspire ; yet it is the part of the ceremony most admired, 
and it is accounted more or less splendid, in proportion to 
the greater or lesser number of penitents who appear therein. 
This mummery is closed by a sermon, and the church re- 
mains open all night, during which, a crowd of devotees of 
both sexes fill the chapel where the Eucharist is exposed for 
the adoration of the faithful. 

The ceremonies of the following day are far more compli- 
cated, for new and multiplied processions and exhibitions 
succeed each other, with such rapidity as to leave the clergy 
hardly time to breathe. In the morning, they carry out a 
large statue of Christ, bearing his cross. It is dressed in 
purple velvet, embroidered with gold, and set on a kind of 
triumphal car, borne on the shoulders of the most qualified 
men of the place. This figure is styled Jesus Nazareno — 
unappropriately enough) as it purports to be a representation 
of our Saviour walking to Calvary, after his condemnation. 
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Another figure, as large as life, representing the Virgin Mary, 
in deep mourning, (yet with a profusion of sparking jewels, 
about her neck and ears,) immediately follows the statue of 
her Son, and is pathetically called la Madre dolorosa. After 
leaving the church, the two statues separate, and each is 
made to perambulate an allotted circuit, followed by a nu- 
merous retinue, with abundance of singing and incennng, 
after which, meeting in some plaza, a kind of tragic panto- 
mime is acted, and the two images are made to salute each 
other and condole on their mutual grief. They return to the 
church, in company, and preparations are immediately made 
for a new procession. It is only a repetition of that of Maun- 
day Thursday, of which we have already given a descriptioD. 

On concluding this ceremony, a third spectacle is exhibited 
for the purpose of representing the dead body of our SaTiour 
inclosed in a bier. This recumbent statue bears the name 
of Jesus muerto, and the exhibition is prolonged till long after 
twilight, in order to honor Christ's sepulture. A number 
of men in masquerade attend the procession, sonr)e personat- 
ing the Scribes and Pharisees ; others in the garb of Roman 
soldiers, and each acting in character ; the whole resulting 
in so heterogeneous a performance, that it looks like a paro- 
dy and a burlesque of the worst kind upon the Christian re- 
ligion. In some Catholic countries, processions are conduct- 
ed with a grace and majestic gravity which render thein im- 
pressive, and really favorable to religious feeling ; but eveir 
part of the ritual of the church of Rome which the Spaiuaii 
genius has modified, it has so far twisted and pervertea from 
the original design, as to render it shocking to common sense. 
This service of Holy Week, which, in the Roman minal, ii 
full of grace, simplicity and pathos, they have so &r degrad- 
ed, that it would hardly be fit for Vitzliputzly ! 

These exhibitions are intermingled with sermons and ei- 
hortations, generally as pitiful as the ceremonies themselves, 
and with the most ridiculous titles it is possible to imagine. 
In such religious exercises as these is that holy day spent, to 
the exclusion of every other occupation ! 

On Holy Saturday, the mass is prolonged till a late hoar, 
but so soon as tlie blessed fire is lighted, an immense quanti- 
ty of rockets is fired, in token of spiritual joy— a manner of 
evincing their religious feelings, so congenial to the chanetor 
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of Mexican Indians, that there is no pious ceremony of which 
it does not constitute a part. 

At the conclusion of those solemnities, Mr. Faring pre* 
pared to pursue bis journey ; hut, being earnestly requested 
to remain another day, in order to witness the commence- 
nent of the fair, which is held in Easter-week, he con- 
sented to gratify the friars' curiosity. In Spanish times, 
there was, in the North of Mexico, but one great fair, that 
was held in the city of Saltillo, in the month of September. 
Being an affair of great importance, not only to the inhaln- 
tants of that city, in particular, but also to those of a wide 
spread district, who resorted thither, in great numbers, to 
[^rter their precious metals for the commodities of Europe, 
it was thought proper to solemnize the opening of it, by re- 
ligious ceremonies of an imposing description. A glittering 
banner, blessed with pomp, by the highest ecclesiastical dig- 
nitary of the place, was carried about by a herald gor- 
geously apparelled ; an immense quantity of rockets was 
Sred, and maskers and mummers perambulated the streets 
in wild glee. Since the beginning of the revolution, every 
town of any pretensions, in the three or four surrounding 
provinces, becoming anxious to enjoy the same privilege, 
the various sovereign legislatures, intoxicated by the first 
draught of supreme power, granted their petitions with 
thoughtless facility. The town of Pesqueria had conse- 
quently its own fair, and the solemnities with which it was 
opened, were in imitation of those of Saltillo. 

We will not weary our readers with a description of the 
blessing of the banner, nor of the firing of rockets, in 
which there was nothing remarkable, except the waste of 
holy water and gunpowder ; but an Indian dance, that form- 
ed a leading feature of the revels, may prove of greater in- 
terest, inasmuch as it is a remnant of the old system of 
policy practised in Montezuma's court, before the Spanish 
conquest, and serves to illustrate the primordial manners of 
the aborigines. We allude to the dance of the Matachines, — 
originally a sacred performance, emblematical of the Mexi- 
can system of Astronomy, and of the manner in which this 
ingenious people had regulated their calendar ; but which 
Montezuma, who, though a barbarian,. was a natural adept 
in king'B-craft, found means to turn to his own honor, by be- 
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coming the chief performer therein, and making himself aid 
his empress the objects of the adorations^ that were, befoRi 
paid to the sun and moon.(") 

Some time previous to the arrival of Cortes in Hexioo, 
this monarch married the daughter of the old king of Te- 
zucco, and in ofder to solemnize his nuptials with greitv 
pomp, ordered that this dance should be holden at his ooml, 
when he would himself, dressed in his imperial robes, per- 
sonate the sun, and his wife the moon, while the rest of tliB 
performers, consisting of the principal caciques and tiibo- 
tary kings, would represent the signs of the zodiac, and As 
principal constellations of the heavens. It was afterwirfi 
repeated, at stated intervals, and considered as an impend 
function. 

The attitudes and figures have nothing remarkable, beng 
evidently of Tartaric origin, and limited to hopping alter- 
nately upon each foot ; but the postures exhibit, or, rather, are 
emblematical of the most cringing servility imaginable^ • 
refined species of self-abasement, hardly credible in a seofr 
barbarous people. 

The dance is opened by the boy who personates Mont^ 
zuma, accompanied by his bride, who is distinguished by the 
name of Malinche. The former, gaudily dressed, in silb 
and ribands, with a splendid crown on his head, hops wilk 
a galliard step down the apartment, while his spouse wifti 
by his side, with a grave and dignified demeanor, waTiva 
rattle, the noise of which is an apology for music. Tw 
dancers follow their monarch, and imitate his motions. Fio- 
cceding in two parallel rows, they reach the goal, andreMi 
to the starting point, one line wheeling to the right, and tfafl 
other to the left, so that there are four rows of dancers, moT" 
ing in contrary directions. A man, in a hideous mask, per- 
sonating the evil genius, with a whip in his hand, rules the 
dance, and not unfroquently applies the lash to the caciqBBi 
and grandees, the monarch alone and his Malinche beiag 
exempt from his jurisdiction. 

At stated intervals, the emperor and his bride sit down in 
two arm-chairs, and the whole party, in two rows, kneel ud 
make low prostrations before their majesties. Their obei- 
sance is the most servile imaginable, for they bend down, till 
their foreheads touch the dust — all the while waving tbeir 
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ittles. In advancing towards the throne, this ceremony is 
3peated nine times, and the same number in receding ; but, 
3 they retire, they punctiliously avoid turning their backs 
pop royalty, and walk backwards, which increases the ludi- 
rous e^ect of the scene. I never witnessed so deep a sense 
* humiliation from man to man ; still this dance has a won- 
3rful attraction for the aborigines of New Spain, and in- 
)ires them with an air of exultation, for which it is difficult 
» account, except, perhaps, on the supposition that its sym- 
>ls awaken in their mind the remembrance of a nationality, 
ow irrevocably lost, and shed a faint halo round the tradi- 
ODs of the past glories of their race. The name of Monte- 
jDia is to them typical of every thing which was honorable 
» the Aztecs ; and, singular as it may appear, the northern 
idians, whose progenitors had never heard that name men- 
Diied — nay, the Tlascaltecans, who were its bitterest ene- 
lieb, — ^have caught the infection. 
This exhibition would have had but little interest for our 
aveller, had not one of the Alcaldes of Pesqueria, a man 
derably well acquainted with Mexican antiquities, and who 
resided over the revels, undertaken to act as his cicerone, and 
cplained to him the signification and meaning of the figures 
ad postures of the dance. ** Those eighteen low prostra- 
ons," said he, " are typical of the eighteen months into 
'hich the ancient Mexican year was divided ; and the irre- 
ular steps by which they were followed represented the five 
itercallary days, called nemonteni, that the Aztecs ingeni- 
usly added to their eighteen months, to make their civil 
ear agree with the isolar revolution. Now, pay attention ! 
^hey are forming the zodiac, round the sun. Look at the 
onstellations, as they whirl round. This fellow, who pre- 
jnds to butt, with his head, is Aries, That other, vonder, 
rho waves his arms about, with his ten fingers expanded, and 
arnished with nails, which a hawk might envy, represents 
dancer, and imitates well enough the movements of the crab. 
Jext come the Couguar and Pecari. These are not classical 
lames, neither are they to be found in the nomenclature of 
•tolomeo. The former is the Mexican tiger, and the latter, 
—I am almost ashamed to mention the name, — ^is our wild 
lOg ! But such as they are, they figured in the calendar of 
he aborigines, instead of the Leo and Virgo of astronomers." 
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But we must put an end to the prattle of the old Alcalde, 
for our reader would not probably have the same indulgence 
for his garrulity, as was manifested by Mr. Faxing. The 
latter, happily endowed with a philosophical turn of mind, 
was not sorry to have had the chance of witnessing a genolDe 
remnant of ancient Aztec customs, and he felt grateful totbe 
friars for having, though unconsciously, procured him tius 
additional stock to his information. 

The two holy men, having nothing else to do in Pesquem, 
and finding themselves pretty well rewarded by the panb 
priest, for the little assistance they had rendered, were an* 
ious to set out for Monterey, the metropolis of the province 
of Nuevo Leon, that the grandiloquence of the Spaniard! U 
dignified with the name of kingdom. 

This city which is a bishop's see, boasts a populatMorf 
about twenty thousand souls, and is built in a veiy pidi> 
rcsque situation, at the foot of a high mountain, whose jagged 
summit gives it some resemblance to a mitre, and wheoee 
flow numerous rivulets, which spread fertility throng the 
plain, below. The style of building is the Morisoo^ tt 
throughout the rest of Mexico ; that is to say, the hooeee 
are almost universally one story high, only ; with flat ternce 
roofs and few windows to the street. They are freqoeotk 
built in the form of a quadrangle, round a small courtyard, 
decorated with evergreens and a fountain, or a little purliif 
stream — a refinement, borrowed by modern Mexicans fron 
their Andalusia n conquerors. The houses of the poor, how- 
ever, are nothing but miserable hovels, built of reeds aoii 
plastered with clay. 

Having already mentioned some remnant of Morisco taite 
still lingering among this people, I must, in order to corrobo* 
rate this statement, inform my readers that the same ii to 
be traced in their style of dress. The men seem to pegirt 
the turban, and avail themselves of every trifling pr e t e nce^ 
cither a little wind, or a slight headache, in or&r to wiip. 
round their head, a white linen, or some showy piece otaXL* 
It is not even rare to see clerg^^mcn, in their ecclesiaadoi 
functions, or military men on parade, decorated with tkb 
strange kind of commode. The low people manifest also afbod- 
ncss for the broad Turkish trousers ; and, in imitation, their 
cahoneras are slit at the sides, from the hip down to the 
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ankle, and the broad white drawers allowed to float in the 
air, which is as strange a fashion as any invented, since the 
souliers a la poulainCy of the middle ages, and impedes as 
much their walk. 

In the north of Mexico, the whites are, proportionably 
speaking, much more numerous than in the south of the Re- 
public ; yet not so much as stated by Humboldt, in his politi- 
cal essay on New Spain. This great writer has, on this sub- 
ject, as well as on some others, been led into error by those 
upon whose testimony he relied, for he never visited that part 
of the country, and the descendants of the European race do 
not certainly amount to a fiflh part of the population of Du- 
rango. Chihuahua, Cohahuila, Nuevo Leon and Tamaulipas, 
nor to the seventh of that of Sonora and California. They 
Bure rather a handsome people,— even fair-complexioned, — 
Ertout, and well made, and superior, in physical qualifications, 
to the Spaniards, from whom they are descended ; but they 
have, to a certain degree, contracted the habits of the Indians, 
which has greatly tended to weeiken that moral fortitude, con- 
Btancy, and fixedness of purpose, for which the Castilian 
character is so eminently distinguished. One would, also, be 
tempted to believe that the whites have imitated the timidity 
of the aborigines. The very alterations which they have in- 
troduced into the pronunciation of the Castilian language 
seem to evince the progress of effeminacy. The Spanish 
LL, as if too hard for their palate, has been softened into Y, 
and the elegant Z has dwindled into a common S. The mass 
of the people, and even frequently men of education use, in 
C5onversation, the diminutive form, for every substantive that 
enters into the discourse, a circumstance which communi- 
cates to their conversation a most preposterous and intolera- 
ble monotony. This was a singular rule of the Aztec gram- 
mar, and passed for a token of servile submission, from an 
inferior to a superior ; but now it is universally practised and 
towards every class. But I am unconsciously wandering 
astray from my subject ! Alas, a novelist is often like a cook, 
who, in order to make a respectable looking dish, out of small 
Itoaterials, has to eke it out with some sauce, into which are 
admitted different ingredients that could never have figured 
by themselves ! Pity me, therefore, dear reader, and benig- 
nantly pursue the narrative of Mr. Taring's journey. 

Vol. I. 8 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Here our two races meet, — ^here is the field 

Where ignorance and anarchy shall yield 

T' enlighten*d rule and profitable laws. — 

Onwards we must, — ^nor ever shall we pause, ' 

Till the Vermillion wave reflect our star. — 

Fair California hails us fi'om a far. 

And this sweet vale shall be our Runnymede, 

From whence our prosperous arms, with Freedom's -speed, 

Will soon enforce the charter you betrayed. — 

Against your tyranny we stand arrayed, 

T* assert the code of Nature, and our name 

Shall to the conquer'd be — a blessing. 

The Texian, a Poem, 

At Monterey, the two Augustinian friars^eparated from 
Faring, for tbey were now to travel in a southern direct 
while his route lay due east. He remained in that city, 
days, to visit the f^w curiosities it contains, but found noti 
worthy of admiration. The cathedral is a flat and unoM 
ing edifice, surmounted by a multiplicity of diminutive ci 
las, painted with gaudy colors, and resembling mor 
Turkish mosque, than a Christian temple. The new chui 
begun by Bishop Yald^s, stands out of the town, in 
same state in which it was lefl by its founder. Witl 
roof and without lateral walls, it presents to the eye the s] 
tacle of a ruin, and the two rows of Gothic arches, desti 
to support the roof of the nave, are not grand enough \i 
impressive. The Bishop's country-seat, on a high n 
near the western suburb, looks dreary, and seems more fit 
the habitation of ghosts and bansheas, than for the abod 
a prelate enjoying an income of forty thousand dollars a y( 
No wonder, then, that our traveller was disappointed in 
expectations. He lefl the Metropolis of New Leon in 
humor, which, however, vanished, when he reached Cadere 
another considerable town, belonging to the. same state, 
this neighborhood, the country is under exellent cultivati 
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Immense quantities of sugar are raised and a prodigious varie- 
ty of fruit-trees embellishes the skirts of the place, the houses 
of which are in better style and of finer materials than those 
of Monterey. 

From Cadereita, Mr. Faring continued Jiis journey without 
stopping at, or taking notice of any other town, through 
which he passed, until he reached Refugio, at the mouth of 
the Rio Bravo. It was then hardly more than a large rancho ; 
but, from its situation, began already to attract considerable 
attention. That place having since become a "populous 
city, its name has been changed into that of Matamoros, in 
honor of one of the most distinguished heroes of the revolu- 
tion, and its locality will, in spite of the sand bar at the 
entrance of the harbor, render it, in times to come, the prin- 
jcipsX sea port of the Mexican republic, and secure for it an 
extensive trade. 

The Rio Bravo has a course of sixteen hundred miles, 
being, like the Mississippi, subject to periodical inundations, 
and flowing in a variable estuary, which has formed, in many 
places, shallow lakes, similar to those that are so conspicuous 
in the delta of the Mississippi. Rising in the country of 
Taos, a region fertile in wheat, and abundantly timbered, it 
receives the Rio Conchos, an important stream, by which 
the mineral riches of Chihuahua might be trjansported to its 
mouth. The river San Juan, to which mqst of the creeks 
that flow from the glens of the eastern range of the Sierra 
Madre are tributary, disembogues also into the Bravo, and 
its waters might be rendered available, for the exportation of 
the produce of two states already abundant in sugar,; and the 
soil of which is well adapted to the cultivation of cotton. 

A rapid but comprehensive glance enabled Mr. Faring, 
who was endowed with a peculiar turn for commercial specu- 
lations, to notice all these natural facilities, and many a splen- 
did plan of future enterprise ws^s then conceived ; but he 
reckoned, as one may say, without his host, for the Rio Bravo 
has continued, till now, a virgin river, and though a popula. 
tion of nearly one million of souls might be benefltted by its 
stream, in the exportation of their surplus produce, yet 
neither the sail, nor the oar, has disturbed its tranquil surface. 
A steamboat has, indeed, made its appearance in the port of 
Matamoros, but has been considered an intolerable nuisance, 
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having a tendency to ruin the interesting land carriage, by 
means of mules or ox-carts, now in general use ; nor is theze 
the least probability of the like encroachment, on the part of 
any designing foreigner, being tolerated a second time ; but 
this by the bye. 

At the epoch of Mr. Paring's arrival at Refugio, one or 
two schooners from New Orleans, used to perform stolen 
trips, between those two places ; for the mouth of the Braio 
was one of the debouches that the pirates of the gulf had dis- 
covered for their goods, and several of Lafitte's men had become 
the patriarchs of the place. In one of those schooners Mr. 
Faring designed to take his passage to the United States, as 
he had abandoned the project of continuing his Journey by 
land. But, in order not to trespass upon our reader's pOp 
tience, we will abstain from enumerating all the difiicultiei 
he found, in accomplishing his purpose, and, taking a teiD- 
porary leave of him, we will return to the hero of our stoiy, 
whom we have led in the charge of the parish priest of 
Phelipa. 

The servants who had escorted our American on his jour- 
ney, being dismissed, followed, on their return home, tbe 
same route they had pursued, while in his company, and did 
not fail, in passing through Phelipa, to calf upon the prieiL 
To him Mr. Faring had addressed a letter, accompanied by 
valuable presents, informing him of the deep resret he hd 
felt in parting with his child, and that he should have beea 
tempted to recall his word, had he not reflected, that, wen 
the little boy carried out of the country, such a Circumatanoe 
might endanger his rights to the inheritance of the house of 
Letincz, whose property was immense. He, therefore, be> 
sought the priest to open a correspondence with the old Count, 
or his brother, and to give them frequent intelligence of tk 
child's state and welfare. This request was very unwelcome 
to the excellent Don Fernando. He did not set the leait 
value upon riches, and could not understand how he would be 
conferring a benefit on his ward, in trying to secure for him 
his grandfather's wealth. On the other hand, he was appre- 
hensive lest the family of Letinez should take the child away, 
if they once knew where he was. He felt, in consequenoe, 
a considerable perplexity as to what course he should pursue. 
His innate sense of justice, nevertheless, at length prevaiM 
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over, all selfish views and private affections, and he gave to the 
servants who were returning to M echoacan, the following let- 
ter, addressed to the Count of Letinez, together with the of- 
ficial certificate of his daughter's death and her child's bap- 
tism, which latter document was, according to the laws of the 
country, necessary to secure the little boy's legal rights. 

" Bscelentisimo Senor, 
, " As it becomes a pious Christian to be prepared for all 
losses with which it may please Almighty God to visit him, 
I doubt not but your Excellency will receive with resignation 
the afflicting intelligence I have to communicate. Your 
heart had, no doubt, been deeply afflicted by the untoward 
events which obliged your son-in-law and daughter to seek 
for safety in a removal to the United States. That separa- 
tion, though only temporary, must have been keenly felt by 
•your Excellency ; yet it has pleased Almighty God to send 
you now a far heavier trial ; and circumstances over which 
I have had no control, render it my duty to inform you of 
your loss. Your excellent — ^your accomplished daughter, has 
been called to a better life, where she now is, undoubtedly, 
interceding for your welfare. Her death was truly edifying, 
and afler receiving the Sacraments of the Church with the 
greatest piety and resignation, she lefl for you a token, which 
the bearer of the present letter will, hand to your Excellency. 
Your worthy son-in-law was so afflicted by her death, that 
a dangerous sickness was the consequence, and after his 
convalescence, which was tedious and painful, he has thought 
proper to continue his journey for his native country, whence 
it is his intention to return in three or four years. He has 
entrusted to my care his little son, for whom I have pro- 
cured an excellent nurse, and who, I rejoice to say, is in 
good health and highly interesting. It was not without great 
difficulty I could obtain your son-in-law's permission, that 
the infant should remain with me ; but having, previous to 
your daughter's demise, pledged my word to her that the 
child should be brought up in the Catholic faith, I was re- 
solved to carry this point. I send you, by the bearer, an 
authentic certificate of your daughter's death, and grand- 
child's baptism, of which I beg your Excellency to acknow- 
ledge the receipt. 

8* 



00 AMBROSIO DE LETIMEZ. 

" I remain, with great respect, your Excellezurr's humble 
servant and devoted chaplain, and kiss your Excellencft 
hands, <^c., ^c" 

In six weeks' time, the parish priest of Phelipa receired 
an answer from the Count of Letinez, in which that noble- 
man thanked him, with deep expressions of gratitude, for the 
services he had rendered his daughter, and declared his in- 
tention of taking charge of her child. He could not think 
of the heir of his family being reared among strangers, ai I 
he were a foundling, and the honor of his house, no loi 
than his personal duty, required that the infant should be 
brought up under his own eyes. He did not precisely stile 
when he intended to send for the boy ; but the priest gather- 
ed, from some of his expressions, that it would be as sood v 
the grief resulting from the unexpected news of his daugh- 
ter's death should be a littte assuaged. 

How powerful soever the Count might be, the priest hnd 
no mind to deliver up his charge to him. He had receifcd 
the little boy from his father, whose natural right to dispoie 
of him was unquestionable, and no law could oblige him W 
resign the deposit to any one, without his consent, or order. 
He, therefore, in a letter, written in a polite but manly toM* 
imparted his resolution to the Count ; beseeching his Eioel- 
lency not to put him to the necessity of refusing hb bm- 
scnger. Old Senor de Letinez and his brother were, nefer* 
theless, resolved that their intentions should not be fnalii' 
ted, and scrupled not, in case milder means should pme 
ineffectual, to rcsort to coercive measures, to obtain their 
object ; yet, before recurring to force, the family were de> 
sirous to employ the conciliatory interposition and persuuioi 
of Abbate Letinez, who consented to take a journey to FhB* 
lipa, for that purpose. It was an arduous undertaking oi 
the part of the good ecclesiastic, and it required all the km 
he bore his family, now centred in the) only scion left \f 
his niece, to induce him to venture upon so hard a task. 

When this projected journey to the state of Durango b^ 
came known to the family of Letinez, all the servants wn 
put in commotion, and the report of such an extraordiiaiy 
circumstance, being spread through the city of Pascuaro, b^ 
came the subject of all conversations. In the metntiflMi 
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preparations were made for the expedition, and on such a 
scale, that one might have supposed it was question of pro- 
viding for a small army. The grand family coach— a ve- 
hicle large enough to answer the purposes of a room, — was 
furbished anew, its elaborate decorations of sculptured wood 
were rcgilt, the seats were restuffed, and its ponderous wheels, 
strengthened, by having their spokes wrapped round with 
tough thongs of leather, besides being carefully watered 
every day.(") The most trusty and skilful servants, on the 
several Haciendas of the count, were ordered to select the 
best travelling mules, from the immense herds belonging 
to the family, and several cooks busied themselves in prepar- 
ing provisions of the best quality— ^mJre*, of every descrip- 
tion, — Estramadura saussages, — venison tassajo — chocolate 
perfumed with vanilla — j)inole,* and what not ? At last, the 
day of departure having arrived, the whole party went to 
church, to hear a mass pro itinerantibuSj celebrated by the 
Abbate himself; after which he bid adieu to his brother, 
but not without many embraces and tears, and set out on his 
journey. 

The upper classes of the Mexican population are remark- 
able for a certain helplessness, or rather, feminine languor, 
that renders them averse to the least fatigue. Wages being 
prodigiously low, and the common people fond of servitude — 
which saves them the trouble of providing for themselves — 
wealthy houses generally retain a number of domestics which, 
in Europe, would be accounted out of all proportion. In 
this respect, Mexico may be compared to the East Indies, 
where people keep a particular servant for every species of 
domestic work, and where each menial confines his care to 
his specific occupation. Children, being from their most 
tender age, surrounded with so many attendants, are, of 
€^urse, much indulged and flattered. They contract a habit 
of calling upon their servants, for the most trifling wants, and 
consider the performance of any little service for themselves 
as unbecoming persons of genteel standing, and as an intoler- 
able hardship. 

No idea can be formed, fix)m the servility of the negro 

* Pinole is made with fine corn meal, pounded almonds, sugar and 
various spices. 
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slaves, in the south of the Uoited States, of that of the low 
classes, in Mexico ; for, the negro, while he crouches before 
his master, does it with an air of fear, and visible signs of 
terror, which show his humiliation to be extorted ; and tfau 
naturally disgusts a man of sensibility. The Mexican, oo 
the contrary, fawns upon his master, with a look of lottf 
which seems to be spontaneous, and there is in him an ap> 
pearance of devotedness, superior to any thing ever behen 
in other free servants, which has undoubtedly some foiuidi- 
tion in the idiosincracy of the Aztec race. 

With these premonitory remarks on^ the peculiarities of 
the serving classes, in Mexico, before their eyes, our readen 
may imagine the deep reverence, the obsequious care and 
minute attention of which Abbate Lietinez was the object, 
during his journey. No less than five servants and ten Mo- 
zos de mulas waited upon him, — all proud of their charge^ 
and never failing, when passing through a rancho, to inform 
the villagers, in a whisper, of their patron's condition, and to 
add some slight hint on the object of his expedition. When- 
ever the good ecclesiastic alighted from his coach, no lea 
than five or six of the servants would run to help him down. 
It seemed as if they thought the wind committed a sacrilep 
by blowing upon his person, and the earth wais too rnn^ 
honored by being pressed by his feet. 

Notwithstanding the tender officiouaness of the aemnli^ 
and the good cheer daily provided for him, &ther Letinei 
felt horridly fatigued, and aAer the first five days' ride, wm 
obliged to stop, some time, at the house of the pariah prieil 
of Temejuatlan, who had been one of his scholars, while be 
taught metaphysics in the university of Guadalaxara. At 
that clergyman's, he was informed that a part of the A^* 
through which his road lay, was in a most deplorahle afeato 
of civil commotion — this rich district being, then, ovenun bf 
different parties of insurgents, on the one hand, and of 
Spanish troops, on the other — and that the prosecuting of 
his journey would, perhaps, endanger his life. This piece of 
intelligence greatly alarmed our pacific ecclesiaatic, and Itt 
was, several times, tempted to retrace his steps ; atiU.be felt 

* The Bajio is a district of great fertility, lying on the akhti of Ai 
state of Morelia, aad runniDg into several of the adjacent 
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ashamed to return, without accomplishiog the object he had 
in view, and after long reflections pro and coo, he resolved 
upon proceeding. 

Having imparted his. final resolution to his friend, the latter 
told him, that, since his mind was absolutely made up, he 
would try how far his safety could be insured by means of a 
passport, which would prove of some service, in case he 
Bhould fall into the hands of certain parties of the insurgents, 
with whom he confessed that he was secretly connected. 
Father Letinez, however, was alarmed at the idea of a pass- 
port, and told his friend that prudence would not permit him 
to accept his ofler, for it might prove as dangerous, should 
he encounter the royal troops, as serviceable with the insur- 
gents. To this his friend replied, that his objection would be 
removed, upon a view of the instrument provided for his se- 
curity, and so saying, he opened a closet, out of which, he 
jwrought a bundle of walking-sticks, every one of which had 
a small effigy of the Madona of Guadelupe carved on the top. 

" These," said he, presenting his friend with two of them, 
** \Vill insure your safe passage through my parish, that ex- 
tends twenty leagues to the north-east of this place, and even 
procure you any little succor which my parishioners qan 
afford. Beyond the limits of my spiritual jurisdiction, they 
will, I am afraid, prove of little value, for it is a private sig- 
nal and particular token ^agreed upon with my men, yet 
isome of them may be wandering a little further north. At 
all events, keep one of these sticks in your left hand, apd 
give the other to the leader of your caravan, and instruct 
him to carry it in such a way that it be easily perceived by 
any one he may chance to meet on the road. Ah ! Bless 
the good virgin of Guadelupe ! without her we could not 
have moved those silly masses ; but she has given the Span- 
iards the trip ! Has she not ? They little thought when they 
got Juan Diego's vision put in the breviary, that, one day, 
this blessed Lady would play them such a trick !"* 

Father Letinez, who did not think a belief in the virgin of 

* The first insurrection in Mexico was icarried on in the name of tUe 
Virgin of Guadelupe, by Hidalgo and his associates. Hence her image 
is set up in the hall of Congress, and she is considered' Ha the great pro. 
tectress of Mexican independence, and chiefly hostile to Spanish 
pretensions. 
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Guadelupe an article of faith, (though it woujd be a danpi- 
ous thing publicly to deny it in Mexico) laughed heardty tt 
his friend's remarks, and inquired how he canne to poneii 
so much credit with the insurgents, that they should leier- 
ence to such a degree a cane coming from hioi. 

" Credit among them,'' replied the other, " Who ahooM, 
if not I ? I can tell you under the rose, that I direct tboir 
movements, and while I am snugly sitting here, in my pv- 
sonage, they stir no where without my orders. And yet, I 
frequently receive the royal officers, when passing t|u8 mj. 
Oh ! I am sure my secret will be kept, though it is known to 
a considerable number of people. Had the rattle-braioed 
fellow of Dolores, thus cunningly kept the match burning; 
without letting the smoke escape, he might have been Hifl 
quiet in his cure, or, perhaps, have obtained a yellow cap to 
cover his tonsure with.(*^) But my empire does not extend 
far, as I have told you, and this is the misery of those wb 
do not come out boldly. I am horridly cratnped by the wiU 
armadillo of the hills. By my santiguada, you must bewM 
of him ! Should you fall into his hands, there is an end i 
your journey, I assure you." 

" And who is he ?" inquired father Letinez, 

" Padre Torres," replied the other, in a whisper, and looUi| 
round, with a suspicious air, as if afraid to be overheard. 

" Yet, you do not imply that he would murder a Mbv 
clergyman, or offer him personal violence ?" resumed he d 
Mechoacan. 

" Murder, no! — at least I hope not," replied he of Tsmejn* 
atlan, " But he will fleece you, if you fall into his Itfindi- 
He would not, I verily believe, let the Pope himself pass by 
scatheless, if he could lay his clutches on him." 

These communications did not tend to allay our travelled 
fears, yet, on the next day, he continued his journey, csiS' 
fully conforming to his friend's instructions, it was well he 
did so, for he had not proceeded fifleen leagues, when, in tki 
middle of a thick palmar, (id est, a grove of palm trees^ hii 
caravan was assaulted by a large gang of ragged ruflm 
who rushed upon them, with the national cry of " tnvd 
sehora de Gitadelupe y mueran los Gachupines.''* 

* Long live the Virgin of Guadelupe and death to the 
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Not perceiving, at first, the mysterious abacus, in the hands 
of the guide ; they were beginning to beat the muleteers a^d 
to pillage their loads ; when he of the talismanic truncheon 
rusned in among them, flourishing his stick and calling out, 
" Look here, gentlemen, look here ! — We^ also, are for the 
Virgin of Guadelupe." Whereupon the marauders immedi* 
ately stopped, and. taking off their hats, respectfully inquired 
who occupied the coach. , Upon being informed that it was a 
padre and a friend of the parish priest of Temejuatlan, they 
begged his pardon, kissed his hand, and even escorted him a 
little distance, till he emerged from the woods. 

The next day, at noon, they crossed the limits of that parish, 
and entered a territory under a different jurisdiction where 
it was expected the mysterious cane would lose its virtue ; 
still they met, every now and then, some solitary ranchero, 
who would pull off his hat at the sight of it, and cross himself. 

Aware that they were now within the district over which 
Padre Torres claimed ft sort of right, from its being fre- 
quently scoured by his troops, they sought, by a circuitous 
Sroute, to escape, if possible, his marauding parties; but the 
country became more broken, as they proceeded, and conse- 
quently retarded their progress. Frequently, their road lay 
in some of the many deep ravines by which the plains are 
intersected, when the carriage was slowly dragged along over 
the shingles, brought down from the mountains by the winter 
torrents, which rendered its motion irregular and exceeding- 
ly painful to father Letinez. At times, too, those ravines, 
winding down steep descents, and bordered, on either hand, 
by high banks, in the form of perpendicular cliffs, precluded, 
all possibility of flight, or of defence, in case our travellers 
should be attacked. This was a melancholy prospect which 
they were afraid to see realized at every moment, nor were 
their anticipations without just foundation; for, at a short 
turn of one of these ravinesj known by the name of los 
BerendoSy along the narrow bed of which they had been 
marching for about two hours, without having reached the 
place of egress, they were assailed by a party of troops be- 
longing to the formidable corps of father Torres. 

A gun was fired as a signal, and immediately the pi^ecipi- 
tons banks, above their heads, were seen crowned by armed 
men, some with muskets, some with lances ; but most of them 
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with DO better weapons than long sticks, at the ^ctpemity of 
which they had fastened their daggers. Their svdden ap> 
pearance was accompanied by. the well known cry of ''Doth 
to the Spaniards." In vain did the guide of the trafoUi^ 
party ride up and down, flourishing his Temejuatlan sdd; 
the assailants paid no attention to it, and insisted thai tb 
travellers should throw down their arms, and aunemkr 
themselves prisoners, in order to be dealt with accoidlif li 
father Torres' discretion. 

At the sight of their obduracy, the guide begaa to omai* 
tulate, with tears. " For ;the love of Grod, Sefipres/' saUTke^ 
" and of the Virgin, do not ofier any indignity to . the bolf 
brother of the Ck>unt of Letinez. He is a priest, S^km 
and we are his servants." 

He was interrupted by some of the maraudera, who had fat 
themselves down the steep banks, and now, in a rough mO' 
ner, forced him and his fellow servants, to alight from tlieii 
mules. After taking possession of the animals and bindiif 
the men with cords, they took Padre Letinez out of the coaci 
However, upon seeing, round his neck, the black stock , eM 
with blue, the distinctive mark of the clerical order, vi Har 
ico, they felt ashamed of their rudeness, and abstained tm 
ofiering him any insult. This did not prevent them from is- 
sisting upon carrying him to the place where their chief » 
sided. In vain did father Lctincz persuade them to pemit 
him to continue his journey ; they were .deaf to his TokXt 
and, although, upon his earnest request, they unloosed la 
men, still they marched them all, with their mules and Isf* 
gage, towards a range of high conical hills, called los Bene- 
dios, wliich towered aloft, at the distance of fifteen, or siztfio 
leagues to the eastward. 

It was on the summit of the highest of these moantaiv 
that their chief, surrounded by barbaric luxury, held a kind 
of royal court. Our travellers did not reach the entzance of 
the deep glen, that gave access to it, till the afternoon of tbe 
ensuing day ; and they were astonished to see the natmal 
strength of the place, which made it impregnable to all tbe 
forces the Spaniards could, at that period, bring againat iL 
Immense precipices surrounded it on every side, ana render* 
cd an approach impossible, except by following the bed oft 
torrent, which wound round the base of a steep hill, coaumBded 
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by perpendicular rocks, whence a handful of men could have 
easily arrested the progress of a whole army. The bed of 
thd torrent itself was fortified with intrenchments, and even, 
afler clearing all those obstacles and external works of de- 
fencO) one encountered, before reaching the high level plain, 
ob the summit, a ravine, more than twenty feet broad, which 
entirely precluded all access beyond, and could be crossed 
only by means of a drawbridge. On the other side of the 
barrancOy the top of the mountain was perfectly leVel and pro- 
duced excellent grass, and in sufficient quantity to maintain 
a stock of cattle for provisions, in case of a siege ; while 
there was also a sufficient supply of water, from a deep well. 
There, Padre Torres, the ecclesiastical chieftain, had esta- 
blished his head quarters, whence he directed the movements 
of no less than seven thousand men. 

Vol. I. 9 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

When Liberty south of the Tropic strajs. 

She nine a nuick !— throws off her robee and eam 

And nakee herself a perfect fright. 



The dreaded clergyman, who, from the suimiiit of lb 
mountain, like an eagle from his eyry, domineered Ofverii 
surrounding plains, had, by the insurgents, t)eeD ndaed to ii 
dignity of Mariscal de Catnpo, and had divided the couifo 
able extent of country under his command into distlict^ ^ 
the head of which it was a singular feature of his policy, H 
place none but men whose gross ignorance was likely to 
make them always subservient to his own vnll. He was lot 
unskilful in the arts necessary to ingratiate himself into ik 
favorable opinion of those officers, and, as long as they coi' 
formed to his instructions, he did not care for their comiBCt 
Thus, sure of impunity, provided they should Dot coDtradiet 
the orders, or stand against the interests of their chief, tbeie 
commandants became petty tyrants in their districts, and waA 
no scruple of pillaging the friends, as well as the enemiet d 
the independence of their country. Many of the patrioHi 
therefore, dreaded falling into their hands, as much asiilD 
those of the royalists, and it was not without great terror tte 
father Letinez saw himself about being presented totheatiup 
and capricious being whom circumstances had rendeici 
master of his fate. 

In the centre of the plain to which the drawbridge giff 
access was a collection of huts, towards which our good tc- 
clcsiastic was obliged to march on foot, for he had been felt- 
ed to leave his coach at the entrance of the glen, betow, tod 
his horses, on the other side of the ravine. 

As he drew near to that species of village, he could d» 
tinguish a house, or, rather, cabin of more elegant coDitnie* 
tion than the rest, and soon aAer, hear two or tnree ciaeked 
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female voices, singing a carious ditty, in praise of the war- 
like achievements of the chiejftain. 

From time to time, the melody already mentioned,'* was 
interrupted by loud peals of laughter, which seemed to pro- 
ceed from a very strong pair of lungs* It was the Mariscal 
de Campo, himself, listening to the rehearsal of his own . ex- 
ploits, and manifesting his heartfelt satisfaction by these 
noisy cachin nations. 

Our traveller, being introduced into the presence of this 
personage, was no less surprised than disappointed, when, 
instead of receiving him, at least, with the common marks of 
civility, Padre Torres did not even vouchsafe lo rise from 
the bed upon which he was stretched at lazy length. There 
be lay, surrounded by military officers and women, some of 
whom employed themselves in fanning him, while others 
administered the most fulsome flattery, which he would in- 
terrupt, every now and then, by exclaiming, " I am the chief 
of all the world." 

" Alas, for the independence of my country !" thought 
father Letinez, within himself, " if it must be achieved by 
such men as these." He was, nevertheless, very cautious 
not to manifest his disgust by any outward sign, and stood at 
a respectful distance, awaiting his interrogatory. 

The mighty chieftain, after listening to some information, 
whispered into his ears by the officer who had headed the 
capturing party, vouchsafed at last to address father Letinez 
in the following words : ** So, I find that you are travelling 
northward, with a large retinue, and a splendid coach !— -And 
where may you be going ? — Towards Monterey, probably, — 
with some message for Arredondo : the Gachupines must pay 
you well, man, to enable you to keep such a state ; whilst 
we, here, who are fighting for liberty, think ourselves happy, 
if we can get a mestenOy or a broken down mule, to ride."(") 

" May it please your Excellency," replied father Letinez, 
** I have no relation with Arredondo — neither am I opposed 
to the independence of my country. On the contrary, I do 
all I can for its accomplishment." 

" You do all you can !" exclaimed Torres, fixing sternly 
his eyes upon Padre Letinez. 

" Yes, sir," replied the other ; " all I can do, in reason — 
and all that a man of my character ought to do." 
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'< In reason !" shouted Torres, incensed by the allusioa ti 
his own military exploits, included in the above answer. 
''That is the cant, — that is the word under the shelter of 
which the partizans of Spain seek to conceal their treack- 
ery. — But it will not serve you here, I tell you. We Bnt 
have patriotism." 

** Father," returned Senor de Letinez, who, though eoi- 
stitutionally timid, had a proper sense of his dignity, ud 
was not disposed to suffer himself to be insultedi "I ami 
Mexican and a clergyman, as well as yourself, and as jw 
are now at the head of a large share of the forces who in 
fighting for the liberties of your country, it is your duty to 
protect and not to oppress a peaceable fellow-citizen. Hj 
life is in your hands, no doubt ; but remember that the tne 
of liberty never throve, where it was besprinkled with tho 
blood of grey-headed and innocent priests." 

Here a murmur of approbation was beard among the hj' 
slanders, and Senor de Letinez, somewhat encouraged bf 
it, continued, "I can refer you to the parish priest i 
Temejuatlan, who is one of the secret leaders of the parti* 
zans, in the bajio. I am a friend of his. This piits me abors 
suspicion. I am now bound on a journey to the state d 
Durango, in the success of which, the welfare and honor d 
our family are deeply concerned ; and it would be an im- 
trievable misfortune for us, were I prevented from continfr 
ing my route. Therefore, I hope you will not detaia roer" 
and in order to prove that I am well affected to your caiM^ 
I will give towards the equipment of your soldiers, the sua 
of one thousand dollars. I will leave you an order upn 
my brother, at Pascuaro, and it will be paid at sighL" 

" Umph !" replied Padre Torres, '< it is a great way bean 
to Pascuaro, and who knows whether your brother wooU 
honor the order ? — We want money, sure enough ; but ]eum 

t. 1 



you go is not the means of providing for our 
cannot take upon myself to decide inan affair of so much i» 
portance. It must be referred to Congress^ and Ih^ will 
decree what they please. I am not free to decide by myself." 

*' Is there a Congress, hereabouts ?" inquired father Led* 
ncz. " And where do they sit ? — ^I will go myaelf and h| 
my case before them." 

" Yes, there is a Congress," replied Torres, in a tone of 
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.r asperity, " the general Congress, for the liberty of 
ac ! — The supreme government of the country ! Have 
ver heard of it ? They hold their sittings at Jauxilla, 
leagues from this place. But you are not to leave 
medios without permission. I will send them a state- 
f your case, and you must await their resolution." 
hese words, Senor de Letinez lost patience, and forget- 
ts timidity, broke forth into a volley of objurgations, 
stunned Padre Torres, declaring that he would set out, 
tring the chieftain's myrmidons to lay their hands on 
I order to prevent his departure. None of them, in 
ired to do so, being prevented by respect for his ec- 
tical character ; but, alas ! his servants did not enjoy 
me privilege, and these were soon secured, so that, 
rh father Letinez was left free, and might roam at 
yet he found no body to wait upon him, and was, in 
uence, as much a prisoner, as if he had been confined 

IS. 

ivent about complaining of the treatment he received, 
ire Torres began, at last, to fear, lest he should make 
lis soldiers an impression unfavorable to his authority, 
cify him, he sent him a soothing message, informing 
I had despatched one of his officers to Jauxilla, and 
J would soon be informed of the resolution of Congress, 
he had no doubt, would prove favorable to the continua- 
his journey. Upon receiving this intelligence, father 
z determined to wait with patience. Nothing defini- 
Dwever, was known, till the afternoon of the following 
hen, the officer who had been despatched to Jauxilla 
ed with the news that Congress were coming to los Re- 
j, in order to have an interview with padre Torres, 
^as exceedingly surprising to our traveller, who could 
believe it possible that a l^slative assembly should 
forget their dignity, as to condescend to wait upon one 
r officers, instead of obliging him to wait upon them ; 
did not know what kind of an assembly that Congress 
or of what they were capable. 

irards sunset, they arrived, sure enough — ^the whole of 
ess, on three horses ! — That sovereign assembly con- 
of a President and two members, whose nanies have 
mmortalized in Mes^an history. At the entrance of 

9* 
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the village, they were received with military honors, hy the 
ragged garrison, and Padre Torres vouchsafed to rise from 
his bed of repose, to invite them into his own house, where 
an extraordinary session was immediately opened. 

They sat with closed doors, and after a quarter of an boor, 
no less a personage than a general of brigade was despatch- 
ed to summon father Letinez to their presence. This officer 
condoled with the good clergyman, upon the treatment he 
had experienced ; and, out of reverence for his character, con- 
descended to communicate a slight hint of what had been 
resolved in Congress, in relation to him, and moreover im- 
parted some advice, which he assured him, would proveiif 
followed, exceedingly advantageous. 

" What a pity !" said he, " What a scandal, to treat a re- 
verend gentleman, like you, in the way they have done! 
An ancient professor of philosophy ! The light of the uni- 
versity of Guadalaxara, at its most brilliant period ! Bul 
Padre, you know what Tully snys, ^ inter leges silent anna.' 
no, — ^It is ' inter arma silent leges,' I should say. The fact 
is, reverend father, that we are hard pushed for money, and 
though his Excellency and the General Congress are iDclioed 
to treat you with all possible lenity, yet they dare not dtBDii* 
you without — ransom — I mean without something to stop the 
clamors of our men, who have not received one single oehtn 
for three months past. It is merely to prevent uieir nwr- 
murs: — ^you understand me. Padre. But what you have 
offered is not enough for one month's pay for the garriaoo 
of this fortress. Now, should you make it three thouaand. 
instead of one, it would, perhaps, suffice for immediate re- 
lief, and terminate the grumblings of our soldiers, for, as to 
us, no portion of it will enter our pockets, much less thoae 
of the members of the sovereign Congress, who, Grod Ue« 
them, exercise their functions gratis, and out of mere leal 
for liberty. There is another little thing, also, which wouU 
help you greatly, but I hardly dare to hint it, unlesi you 
would promise me strict secrecy." 

*^ And what is it ?" interrupted father Letinez. << You nay 
rely upon my discretion." 

" Why," resumed the other, " Padre Torres went down. 
last night, to the entrance of the glen, to look at your coach, 
and was greatly pleased with it. He has nothing to ride in. 
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but a poor gig, which is somewhat out of repdr, and he says 
it is a shame for a Mariscal de Campo to make use of so 
paltry a kind of chariot. I think he would be glad to effect 
an exchange, and, no doubt, would cover the trifling difier- 
ence, to make odds meet." 

'^ Our family coach ! He wants to swindle me out of that, 
also," exclaimed father Letinez, incensed. 

" Well," resumed the officer, " you can do as you please, 
I only give you friendly advice, and show you how to make a 
protector of the Padre. But have a care how you join the 
name of father Torres with that odious word, swindler. 
Happily no one has heard you, besides myself. May Hea. 
Ten keep your reverence from harm, but many a man has 
been shot here, for much less." 

They had, by this time, got to the door of the chieftain's 
house, and our traveller was soon admitted before the Gene- 
ral Congress. Padre Torres was sitting at the head of the 
table, having on his right hand the president of the sovereign 
assemby ; on his lefl, the two members who composed that 
legislative body, and the secretary, opposite to him, at the 
other extremity. There were cigaritos on the table, and a 
bottle of brandy, with glasses, which showed that those wor- 
thies did not perform their work dry lipped. Father Letinez 
was invited to sit down, after which the president imparted 
to him the resolution they had taken, in the following words. 

** His Excellency, our Mariscal de Campo, has informed 
us of the offer you have made for the equipment of the 
brave soldiers who are fighting for the liberty of Aoahuac. 
As we do not suppose you are a disaffected person, nor can, 
ia any wise, be dangerous to our cause, we have agreed to 
accept your proposal, yet, at the same time, to remonstrate 
with you, on the small amount to which you have limited 
your offers ; inviting you in the name of your country (de la 
Patria) to make it three thousand. Your bleeding country 
demands this tittle sacrifice, and the most Holy virgin of 
Guadelupe, our patroness, will not fail to reward you, and 
prosper your journey, if you show yourself liberal towards 
her cause. You agree to it. Padre — Don't you ? You may 
send as many of your servants as you please to Pascuaro, to 
fetch the silver, and, in the mean time, remain here your- 
self, as hostage. In the interval, we will take good care of 
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you. You shall not want a little drop of paxarette, for yoar 
dinner, and you will say mass for the troops, in the abaenoe 
of father Torres, and as soon as the money arriveSi yoa will 
be at liberty to continue your route." 

To this Senor de Letinez answered that he could, on do 
account, consent to prolong his stay, because the object be 
had in view in the journey he had undertaken, was urgent, 
and a delay might cause its failure. They had, therefore, 
nothing to expect from bim, unless he should be permitted 
immediately to continue his route. This was his firm and 
unalterable determination. 

Neither the Congress nor the Mariscal de Campo had ex- 
pected to find so stern a firmness in their unwilling guest, 
and they were not a little perplexed by his dogged resolution. 
They thought, however, that it would be proper to take some 
time for reflection, previous to liberating so important a piis- 
oner ; and, remanding him for the present, they gave him to 
understand that he would be summoned again, the ensiling 
morning, to appear in their presence. There was a secret 
reason prompting their accession to his terms, of which fa- 
ther Letinez could not be informed, and that had been the 
real motive of the Congress' coming down from Jauxilla, to 
consult with Padre Torres. 

Some time previous, the celebrated Spanish chief, Mina, 
had gained a considerable victory over the ro3ra]]st8, at San 
Juan de los Llanos, and all the party of the patriots were 
anxious that Torres and his troops should co-operate with 
him, and that Mina, as a man of greater military talents, 
should act as generalissimo ; doubting not, but, under so 
skilful a chief, the Mexican cause would prosper. Padre 
Torres did not relish a plan by which he was to be reduced 
to act a secondary part, and had, hitherto, opposed it, but 
solely by secret manoeuvres and intrigues, without opeDly 
showing his disinclination. His party and the very coin- 
mandants he had placed at the head of the various districts 
under his jurisdiction, became, however, so c]anK>rous, that 
he was obliged to sacrifice his private feelings and appcHoC 
an interview with the Spanish general, at the fort of Som- 
brero. The day was at hand, and Torfes was to leave los 
Remcdios on the following Tuesday. Taking with him his 
principal officers, he feared lest, during his absence, father 
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Letinez afabuld avail himself of the influence of his sacerdotal 
character, to obtain his release and that of his servants, which 
was not at all improbable, considering the great reverence 
the insurgents entertained for their native clergy. Torres 
would, in that case, be deprived. of his prey. On the other 
hand, he dared not confine the Padre in prison — ^the only ef- 
fectual means to prevent his escape — ^for it would have been 
an abominable scandal for his whole party, and might have 
proved dangerous to the stability of his own authority. Tor- 
res resolved, therefore, to accept the drafl, and liberate his 
brother clergyman, and it was for him the easiest thing in 
the world to obtain the sanction of his Congress. 

On the following morning, it wa^, of course, announced to 
father Letinez. that, upon his signing the draft, he would be 
allowed to depart. He very joyfully availed himself of the 
permission, thus unexpectedly obtained, and to his unspeak- 
able comfort, after a few hours' bustle, on the part of his ser- 
vants, saw himself at the head of his caravan, on his way to 
Phelipa. The provisions which had been so liberally made 
for his journey, were, nevertheless, sadly diminished ; and 
when they stopped, at night, the steward had a loi)g and wo- 
ful account to impart of the felonious abstraction of whole 
boxes of chocolate and delicate^m^e^, of which the officers 
of los Remedios had been guilty. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Prostrate shall lie the honors of your house. 
And dread extinction o'ertake your name. 
Unless this tender scion's growth retrieve 
Your waning hopes. 

The Feudal Baron. 

We will pass over the inconvenience which resulted to 
father Letinez, from^the scarcity of his travelling provisions, 
as well as from the fatigues he underwent, during the remain- 
der of his journey, and, at one single bound, transfer oar 
reader to Phelipa, that he may witness the first interview 
between the Mechoacan clergyman and Don Fernando de 
Larribal. 

It happened, that, when father Letinez alighted from hii 
coach, before Don Fernando's house, there was no one at 
home, save the house-keeper, who was not a little bewildered 
at the sight of his numerous retinue. Her first thoughts 
were about the slender stock in her larder, which the new 
comers were likely to leave in a desolate state, should the 
parish priest, as was his wont, insist upon entertaining the 
servants, as well as their master. This did not, however, 
prevent her from showing a proper degree of civility to the 
strange ecclesiastic, whom she introduced into the grand sala, 
and begged to consider himself at home, till the return of her 
master, who had gone to a neighboring village. 

Father Letinez availed himself of the house-keeper's lo- 
quacity, to inquire about the state of Mr. Faring's child, and 
no sooner did he manifest a desire to see him, than, glad of 
an opportunity to oblige a visiter, who had condescended to 
enter into conversation with her, the old woman summoned 
Tio Pedro, who was working in the huerta, and ordered him 
to fetch the infant. Tio Pedro did not set out upon his er- 
rand so briskly, but that he found time to take a peep at 
father Letinez, his grand carriage, his numerous servants and 
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the splendid trappings of his mules. He was Qot a little puz- 
ded to imagine what kind of a visiter h^ might be, for he had 
never seen so much magnificence in all hie life, nor so much 
grilding as the stranger's coach displayed, except at the altar 
:>f St. Matthew, the patrop saint of the parish f " Even the 
Bishop of Durango, (God bless his most illustrious Liordship,) 
was not attended by so great a number of servants, when 
travelling through his diocese, to give confirmation ! Nor 
ivere they so richly dressed, nor had they such handsome 
rnules !" He went, nevertheless, to acquit himself of his 
errand, and shortly afterwards returned with the nurse and 
child. 

As soon as father Letinez saw the little babe, there was a 
burst of feeling, which he tried in vain to master. He took 
him into his armiB, and burst into tears. A thousand tender 
recollections of his niece, who had been so dutiful to him, 
and whom he had so tenderly loved, rushed upon his mind. 
All her fondness and respect towards her father and himself 
were brought back to his memory, and the idea that she had 
died far from her family, in a state of distress, and, perhaps, in 
consequence of the ecclesiastical persecution which she bad 
safiTered, made him experience such a pang of anguish as he had 
never felt before. Yet, there was a consolation, though Maria 
del Carmen was dead, there was a remnant left of the ancient 
and noble house of Letinez. The beautiful and sweet look- 
ing infant, who was now innocently smiling upon him ! 

In this child were now centred all his brother's hopes, as 
well as his own. Upon this babe, depended the consolation 
of their old age ; but he was still in the hands of strangers, 
an4 it was doubtful whether he would succeed in obtaining 
his .release from the parish priest of Phelipa. Since Senor de 
Letinez had entered the state of Duratigo, he had acquired a 
better knowledge of the situation of the northern provinces, 
and convinced himself that^ should Don Fernando de Larri- 
bal resist his entreaties, there was but little chance of using 
forcible means, because the Spanish power was yet unshaken in 
those parts, and the officers of Ferdinand YII. could not fail 
to side with one of their own countrymen, in the determina- 
tion of any legal claim against the best of Mexican Creoles. 
He plainly perceived, therefore, that the attainment of his ob- 
ject, depended entirely on the generosity of the Spanish priest ; 
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and, fully convinced of the inutility of other measures, re* 
solved to appeal to his feelings, in the hope that this mode of 
proceeding would be conducive to success. 

He was not mistaken : — Don Fernando de Larribal was 
endowed with a noble, elevated soul, and incapable of faeiog 
bullied into any concession, through timidity. All the Bis- 
cayan energy and spirit of independence, burned m his bo- 
som ; yet he was compassionate to excess, and unable to re- 
sist supplications for relief of any distress, which it was in 
his power to remove. The sensibility of his mind was so 
exquisite, as to degenerate into a kind of weakness, and to 
this foible did father Letinez, in the end^ owe the ultimate 
success of the suit he had come to urge. 

When the parish priest returned home, he was not a lit- 
tle surprised to behold the splendid vehicle in his court-yard; 
but, upon entering his parlor and perceiving the straoge 
clergyman, who still held the child in his arms, he imnoe- 
mediately understood who he was, and the purport of his 
visit. 

Advancing towards him, therefore, he said, with a cold, 
yet civil air, ** I need not, I suppose, fear being mistaken in 
saluting my guest, as Senor de Letinez. No one else could 
take such an interest in this infant. But I can tell him, io 
one single word, and in order to prevent all necessity of 
further explanation, that, if his object be to separate me from 
my charge, his intention will be frustrated. I received him 
from his father, to whom alone I am accountable ; and to 
him alone am I bound to deliver the child. I am sorry to 
be obliged thus to appear rude with a reverend guest, but it 
is better fully to understand each other at the outset. 
Where no expectations are raised, no disappointment is 
felt. 

Father Letinez was confounded by this address. With 
an admirable presence of mind, nevertheless, and a nice 
tact of good breeding, which was an indirect reproof of his 
host's bluntness, he replied : ** My dear Sir, I am so much 
delighted to see my grand nephew — the only remaining 
scion of our house — in such good health, and to become ac- 
quainted with the noble-hearted man to whom our family is 
so much indebted, that I do not feel inclined to grumble st 
any resolution he may have taken, much less to quaxTfsl with 
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him, should he even deprive us of what we conceive to he 
our just rights. Let us, therefore," added he^ tenderly em- 
bracing Don Fernando, "make this pledge of fiiendship, 
the first step to our future acquaintance." 

The parish priest of Phelipa, who, to quick feelings, unit- 
ed nice powers of discrimination ; felt rebuked, and some- 
what abashed on receiving the embraces of Senor de Leti- 
nez. Thus the latter had already obtained some advantage, 
which he was very careful not to lose. He turned the con- 
versation on his niece, and the various circumstances that 
had attended her death, which he wished to hear detailed by 
Don Fernando personally. 

After hearing from his host, the melancholy story, he did 
not fail to tender him anew his thanks, and there was in his 
language a certain warmth and unction, which manifested that 
his heart sincerely felt what his lips expressed. His powers 
of conversation were of the first order, and Don Fernando 
could not help thinking he had seldom seen a man of such a 
pleasing address. He, nevertheless, kept on the reserve, 
being rather dubious as to the stranger's views, and was in- 
cessantly on the watch, in order to seize upon any expres- 
sion which might afford him the least chance of entering into 
protestations against resigning his young ward to the family 
of Letinez. His precautions were, however, vain ; for the 
Mechoacan clergyman, who did not lack a certain know- 
ledge of the human heart, and had 



." Skill 



To rule and warp the human will." 

abstained, during the rest of the day, from broaching anew 
the subject, and thought proper to study the temper of his 
host, before treading again upon such delicate ground. 

Having announced to Don Fernando his intention of pro- 
longing his stay at Phelipa, during some days, he rented a 
house for the use of his servants, and though the parish priest 
strongly insisted upon entertaining the whole party, father 
Letinez would by no means consent to impose such a burthen 
upon a man who made ♦so benevolent a use of his income. 
He did accept his hospitality for himself, but his servants 
kept house apart, at his expense, under the direction of one 
of their number, who acted as steward. 

Vol. I. 10 
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Having, thus, temporarily become a member of Don Fer- 
nando's family, father Letinez insisted upon assisting him in 
his ministerial duties. He preached repeatedly in the parish 
church, and spoke with so much eloquence, that all the par- 
ishioners, as well as the parish priest, himself, were delighted. 
There was no talk, through the whole country, but of the fii^ 
mous Padre, from Mechoacan, who was so pathelic in tbe 
pulpit, that he could almost have drawn tectrs from a rock! 
Father Letinez was, moreover, generous, and as he bad 
plenty of money at his disposal, his charities were more o- 
tCDsive even than those of the parish priest, so that all tbe 
inhabitants of Phelipa, rich and poor, sang his praises. With 
any other clergyman, besides Don Fernando, so much popu> 
larity, so rapidly acquired by a stranger, might have begotten 
jealousy and envy; but that worthy man was- so entirelj 
guiltless of those vile passions, that he became more attached 
to his guest, in proportion as the latter recommended himself 
more extensively to the public, and loved him, as much for 
the advantage he thought his parishioners derived from his 
labors, as he himself admired his talents. 

When father Letinez saw that he had made-a deep im- 
pression on the public mind, he proposed to his host to gin 
to his parishioners a course of religious exercises, such as 
are delivered in the house of St. Philip of Neri, in the dtf 
of Mexico. (*•) We must here, for the information of our 
Protestant readers, state that those exercises, which are od- 
culutcd to produce what is, in the United States, denominated 
a revival of religion, were originally devised by St. Igna- 
tius of Loyola, the founder of the Jesuits, and that they are, 
on a reduced scale, similar to what is, in the Wesleyan 
economy, supposed to constitute the process of conversion. 
Wesley, probably, borrowed his plan from St. Ignatius' book 
of Exercises, but he had the great merit of enlarging the 
scale, and was thereby enabled strongly to affect large maMes 
of hearers. Thus, what was done by the Jesuits, in their 
professed houses^ with a dwarfish apparatus, and reduced 
means, which could be brought to bear only upon a few 
scores of people, at a lime, was, by the patriarch of Af ethodiam, 
attempted in broad plains, and in the green wood, which ena- 
bled him to electrify thousands at once, and give the wideaC 
sweep to supernal grace. 
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Such were the spiritual exercises, the henefit of which father 
Letinezwas desirous to impart to the parishioners of Phelipa. 

We must do him the justice to say, he was urged by no 
fanatical or knavish object ; yet we cannot but confess, he 
was, in some measure, moved by selfish considerations ; for, 
while he expected that these exercises would be the means 
of conveying spiritual grace to many obdurate sinners, he 
flattered himself, also, that they would procure for him the 
mastery of Don Fernando's conscience. He had, in a few 
days, become thoroughly acquainted with his host's character, 
and found him to be a man of religious scruples, exceedingly 
fearful of the judgments of Grod, and, in a word, one, over 
whom a ghostly director might exercise the greatest authority. 
Upon this knowledge he formed his plan of action, which, 
though it savored a little o( JmessCy had nothing criminal in 
its nature, since he wished to obtain that mastery, merely 
for a purpose, not only lawful, but even, according to his no- 
tion, a matter of strict justice. 

The exercises to which we allude consist of a series of 
prayers, familiar exhortations and sermons, digested in a 
methodical order, and calculated to work a strong commo- 
tion in the soul, leading her on from the tremendous pa- 
roxysm of the fear of death and hell, to a desire of forgive- 
ness, and a tormenting anxiety about the uncertainty of its 
attainment. From that state, the smitten sinner is led to 
the perspective of hope — reconciliation is presented as 
within his reach, and then comes the master stroke of justi- 
fication, which, among Methodists is wrought instantaneously, 
but among Roman Catholics is attained by means of con- 
fession and absolution. It was to this father Letinez trusted. 
" Let me but once see yoo kneeling at my feet, in quality of 
a penitent, my dear Don Fernando," thought he within him- 
self, " and I will make you accede to my own notions of 
justice." The method he took to compass his purpose, was 
uncommon, but sure, and the only one he could possibly 
employ, or think of, in the circumstances in which he found 
himself placed. 

It was, therefore, announced from the pulpit of the parish 
church of Phelipa, that exercises similar to those of the Pro- 
fessa, in Mexico, would be given to the public, and that 
all who felt inclined, for the benefit of their conscience, to 
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avail themselves of the opportunity, should give in their 
names. 

There were no less than two hundred applicantSy and one 
of them was the parish priest himself, who thought proper to 
set this good example to his parishioners. A kind of prot- 
pectus, containing the order of the exercises, and the niiei 
of conduct to be observed by the applicants, was distributed, 
and the first sermon preached, in which the Mechoacan cler- 
gyman so far surpassed himself, that there was not a dry 
eye among the audience. So auspicious a beginning wu 
followed by the most flatlering results ; for in less than fife 
days, one hundred and fifly persons entered themselves oa 
the penitent list, and took father Letinez for their confessor. 
The parish priest was in the number, and thus his guest had 
the satisfaction of seeing his efforts crowned with complete 
success. When sitting in the secret tribunal, as an inter- 
poser between God and his penitent host, he might assume 
a tone of authority, which he could not possibly avail him- 
self of elsewhere, nor was there any appeal from the deci- 
sions he gave as a spiritual judge. As the task, however, 
had a spice of selfishness, we must do him the justice to aay, 
that, in his admonitions to Don Fernando, he reasoned the 
case with him upon its intrinsic merits, abstractedly from all 
personal interest, begging him, at the same time, to conauk 
skilful divines, in case he should doubt the correctness of his 
own decision. In fact, the reasons he gave were irresistible. 
'' By detaining the child," said he, " you expose him to lose 
his grandfather's fortune, for, in the present distracted state of 
Mexico, when it is impossible to foresee what party will ulti- 
mately triumph or, what political measures will, after the end 
of the contest, be adopted by the victors, with respect to the 
conquered ; it is not improbable that the boy may, if unknown 
in the country, at the time of the Count's demise, be deprived 
of the family estate, or bo impeded, by insuperable obstacles, 
from obtaining possession of his property, should it oDce 
fall into the hands of collaterals, or, what were worse, of 
government. 

" Moreover, though his grandfather is, at present, well 
disposed towards him, yet he may feel so much ofiended at 
your refusal, which he will probably ascribe to his son-in- 
law's instructions, as to conceive some idea of revenge. I 
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have already mentioned collaterals. There are several 
branches of our family now seeking to worm themselves into 
my brother's favor, and nothing but the little boy's presence 
is able to counteract their secret machinations. Will you, 
for the gratification of your own individual feelings, detain 
him, and, by so doing, expose him to the loss of so brilliant 
a fortune ? You may despise wealth for yourself. It is 
heroical — but you have no right to despise it in behalf of 
others, who cannot exercise their own judgment. Were the 
infant exposed to any spiritual danger, from the fear of an 
heretical education, you might be justifiable in his detention, 
but in his grandfather's house, and under my superintendence, 
you cannot possibly have the least motive of fear." 

In a word, the reasons which Senor de Letinez gave to 
the parish priest, delivered with all the authority of a ghostly 
director, triumphed over the latter's repugnancy, and he 
consented to a separation ; whereupon he received absolution, 
and on the folk)wing morning the religious exercises were 
concluded. 

It was, nevertheless, with the deepest sorrow that Don Fer- 
pando saw himself about to be deprived of his charge. Se- 
parated by the broad Atlantic, from his relations, — placed in 
the midst of a nation, that was now learning to execrate the 
Spanish name, which they had so long held in veneration, — 
without any bosom friend, — he had already become passion- 
ately attached to the child of the foreigner, whom chance had 
thrown upon his protection, and had made a thousand visiona- 
ry plans of future happiness, founded on the gratitude of the 
boy, whom he intended to bring up with all the tenderness of 
a father. To be now obliged to part with him was the most 
cruel stroke that could be inflicted. He resigned himself, 
nevertheless, since it was the will of God, and two days after 
the conclusion of the religious exercises, father Letinez de- 
parted, with the little boy and his nurse, who was by the 
hope of a large reward, induced to follow him to Mechoacan. 

With him, we will take leave of the honest parish priest 
of Phelipa, who, though conscious that he had acted up to his 
duty, in relinquishing all claims over the child, felt, every 
now and then, something like rancor against father Letinez, 
and personal vexation, as though he had suffered himself to 
be outwitted. 

10* 
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CHAPTER X. 

• 

When great Columbus came from swarthy Spain* 

On his frail vessel borne, across the main, 

Civilization's cheering torch reveaPd 

To arts and sciences a wider field. 

And nations yet unborn high fate design'd 

T* adorn with brighter glories human kind^-* 

Then liberty did mark her place of rest 

In these wide spreading regions of the west. 

And bid revive the scenes of Greece and Rome, 

So long eclipsed, beneath the feudal gloom 

Which o'er European climes, with fatal sway, 

Reign'd uncontroU'd. — In vain, to bar the way, 

You send your legions, it is Heaven's behest 

We execute. 

The Texiant a Foemu 

Father Letinez arrived at Pascuaro, with his gnod- 
nephew, in perfect good health. The old Count's saUsmctioo 
at the sight of the child was inexpressible, and the traiuporti 
of joy with which the latter was received by the servantSy in- 
bounded. Formerly attached to his mother, even to a dmee 
of enthusiasm seldom felt by those of the Indian race, ttqf 
now transferred a portion of that love to her son. 

It is not, however, our intention to follow our hero, throogb 
the protracted period of infancy and youth, nor to describe 
every petty incident connected with his education. Be it 
sufficient to inform the reader that he was brought up, in the 
most careful manner imaginable, under the immediate su- 
perintendence of father Letinez, who, though rather too 
much addicted to metaphysical studies, was really a man of 
literary taste, considerable erudition, and great tact and ei- 
periencc in the management of youth. He taught his ffraod 
nephew the ancient languages, himself, together with Span- 
ish literature, philosophy and rhetoric ; and procured hiin 
the best masters Mexico could afford for French and Bogliibi 
as well as Mathematics. Corporeal accomplishments were 
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no less attended to. The young gentleman could draw, 
fence and dance, so that it was his uncle's boast that he was 
a CabaUero perfecto. 

During the period of his youth, his father paid him several 
visits, from the United States, and felt under strong tempta- 
tion to carry him away ; but he was so closely watched, in 
consequence of the Count's suspicious disposition, that he 
saw abduction was impossible ; yet he found means to create 
in his son's bosom a strong attachment towards himself, and 
a romantic idea of the improvement to be derived from ex- 
tensive travels abroad. He thus laid the foundation for the 
execution of a design, which he carefully concealed from his 
father-in-law. 

These things being premised, we will, dear reader, sup. 
pose eighteen years to have elapsed, and present our hero, a 
second time, under the form of a tall, handsome young man, 
mounted on a superb horse, and heading a troop of cavalry, 
under the command of General Urrea. The corps to which 
he belonged was winding down a long steep hill, on the east- 
ern side of the rancho de la Manteca, a few leagues after 
having crossed the river del Capadero. These troops w^e 
the flower of the Mexican army. The common soldiers, 
clad in fine uniforms, of red and blue, had on their heads, 
brazen helmets of antique form, which shone in the sun, like 
burnished gold ; and they bore in their hands long lances, 
adorned with party-colored streamers, afler the fashion of the 
ancient knights. They were preceded by a choice band ot 
music, consisting of the finest looking men imaginable, in a 
brilliant scarlet uniform, with red and white plumes in their 
caps ; who, every now and then, made the echos resound 
with warlike melody. 

These warriors were going to fight the battles of their 
country, against men, whom they had been taught to con- 
sider as a horde of treacherous foreigners — mortal enemies 
to their religion and independence — ^the' insidious colonists of 
Texas, who had, not only set at defiance the popular chief 
that the Mexican natiop had placed at their head ; but 
even carried their ingratitude so far as to declare themselves 
independent, and attempt to deprive of the most fertile por- 
tion of their territory the people who had so generously che- 
rished them in their bosom. 



116 AMBROSIO DE LETINBZ. 

The gallant army intrusted with the care of wiping off this 
stain from the national escutcheon was marching in two di- 
visions towards what was imagined would prove an easy con- 
quest. The northern corps, heing under the command of 
the chief magistrate of the nation, in person ; and tlie soudw 
ern, under the conduct of Urrea, a courageous and skilfhl 
officer. Though Captain Letinez (for our hero bore his 
grandfather's name) did not, properly speaking, belong to the 
staff, yet the vast influence and wealth of his fkunily, and hit 
gallant bearing, together with his intelligence, so far superior 
to that of his brother officers, had rendered him a special 
favorite with the general, who frequently honored him with 
his conversation. 

They were riding together, surrounded by several officers, 
a little in advance of the first regiment of lancers, when 
they were overtaken by a courier, who appeared to have been 
riding with great speed. He brought important despatches 
for the general, and while the latter was perusing them, the 
messenger, interrogated by some of the military, informed 
them that he had been sent from Mier, a town of some im- 
portance, on the right bank of the Rio Bravo, eighty leagues 
above its mouth. That place had been invaded by a part? 
favorable to the Texian cause, aided by a large swarm of 
Indians, who were spreading desolation on the left bank of 
the river, and the object of his mission was to implors a 
speedy succor. 

When the general had made himself acquainted with the 
contents of the despatches, commanding a halt, he sumrooned 
a council of officers, and confirming the tidings which the 
messenger had already imparted, added many other particu- 
lars, that had been concealed from the bearer of the news. 

One of the principal federalists of the state of Duraiuo, 
who, at the time of the downfall of the ex- vice- President, Fa- 
rias, succeeded in making his escapie into Texas, bad, it 
seems, assembled a little band of adventurers and formed the 
plan of penetrating into the heart of the Provinciaa iniematt 
in order to re-establish the constitution of 1824. His force 
amounted in all to ninety men, and with so small a number, 
he, now, found himself within reach of Santa Anna's aiw, 
which was marching from Saltillo, eight thousand strong, for 
the purpose of invading Texas. The bold fellow, who bad 
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thus taken possession of the town 6f Mier^-though h^ could 
not possibly dream of resisting the Mexican forces — ye^ 
maintained his ground and issued proclamations, lording it 
over the district of country immediately adjacent, and en- 
deavoring to excite a rising of the people. 

Some of the magistrates of that parish, annoyed by his 
measures, had despatched this express to beg a speedy suc- 
cor, which general Urrea granted on the spot ; and, in order 
to furnish our hero with an opportunity of distinguishing himj 
self, he selected him, to command the expedition. By his 
order, therefore. Captain Letine2, placing himself at the head 
of a hundred lances, proceeded towards Mier. 

Our hero expected to enter the place unperceived, under 
cover of night, and thus to surprise the Texian force ; but 
their commander had, somehow, or other, been apprised of 
his approach, and had time to cross the Rio Bravo. He 
kept the ferry boat, on the lefl side of the river, as was natu- 
ral, after his passage ; so that it became impossible for our 
hero to continue the pursuit, until some means of crossing 
over should be devised. In the meanwhile, the Mexican 
force could, from the right bank, perceive their enemies' fires 
on the opposite side, and when day had dawned, were tanta- 
lized with their gestures of contempt and provocation. The 
sight so much enraged Captain Letinez's soldiers, that several 
of them requested permission to swim the river, upon their 
horses, in order to chastise the insolence of the Texians ; 
but their commander, considering it as fool-hardy, refused his 
consent. 

In order to surprise the invaders, he had recourse to stra- 
tagem, and leaving thirty of his men on the river bank, with 
a certain number of the citizens of Mier, disguised in sol- 
dier's uniforms, he gave orders to amuse the enemy by 
making a show of building a rail. In the meantime, he led 
the remainder of his troop to a place six miles up the river, 
where he was informed the channel was very narrow, and 
could be easily crossed by swimming. This piece of intelli- 
gence proving correct, he succeeded, the next day, in cross- 
ing over, with all his force, by sun-rise. As soon as the 
soldiers had dried their equipments, (which took but little 
time,) he set forward on his march, his guide having promised 
to conduct him within two hundred yards of the tnemy, un« 
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perceived. Captain Letinez ordered hin men to ridaslowiy 
till within sight of the Texians, when all the bugles were ta 
sound, and a simultaneous rush was to be made. At h wh 
difficult to wield the lance with effect, in the thicket of prick- 
ly pear, (nopalera,) in the centre of which the enemj wm 
encamped, the Mexicans were directed to lay aside tlMt 
weapon, and to depend on the Jasso, every soldier selectjng 
his man and abstaining from firing his pistols, esiieept in 
he should miss entangling his foe in the fatal noose. 

We must state, in praise of Captain Letinez^ that it 
with repugnance he gave orders to use the lasso. He eos- 
sidered it as a mode of warfare hardly worthy of a civiliied 
nation ; but his aim was rather to frighten the invaders, thu 
to use them barbarously, for he gave strict commands to lui 
soldiers to grant quarter, and by no means to drag their vt- 
tims to any distance, whereby their limbs might be serioi» 
ly injured, or lacerated. He knew that by this mildnesi he 
was disobeying general orders, but was, nevertheless, deter* 
mined not to swerve from the rules of civilized war&re, be 
the consequences what they might. 

The Mexicans rode so slowly that the sun had passed the 
meridian, when they reached the skirts of the Texians' casf. 
Around it they formed, in a semicircle — facing the rivei^ 
each man holding the coiled rope in his hand, and waiting in 
the greatest silence, for the signal of attack. The Teauii 
according to their custom, were unconscious of the impeni 
ing danger. They had sent out no scouts, — ^placed no vi- 
dettes — and quite uumindful of contingencies, they weie 
cracking their jokes, more noisily than wittily ; when, all it 
once, the Mexican bugles sounded a blast, and their enemKi 
rushed on them with the rapidity of lightning. It wu all 
over in a few seconds. About thirty men were canglit, like 
wild animals ; some by the neck, others, by an arm, or kg, 
and dragged through the thicket of overgprown prickly petr, 
with all the impetuosity of a Mexican steed. Then arme 
the most piteous cries and calls for mercy !— -Limbo ini 
faces were lacerated by thorns,— clothes, torn to pieces-* 
hats and swords, strewed about the ground, and the ssith, 
in many places, streaked with blood ! Several of the Th- 
ians were seriously injured. Some had lost an eye, othan 
had dislocated an arm, or broken a leg, and c n had Vt^ 
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ed, through sheer fright ; when Captain Letinez gave, at last, 
the signal for putting an end to the hloody race. Of those 
who were not taken prisoners at« the onset, five were killed 
by the discharge of fire-arms, and the chief/ with six privates 
only, succeeded in making his escape, while the remainder 
surrendered at discretion, 

On alighting, to take care of the wounded, the victors be- 
held the most melancholy, and, at the same time, the most 
ludicrous spectacle it is possible to imagine. Many of the 
Texians were so ignorant of the manners and peculiarities of 
the Mexican race, that, although they still felt the fatal 
noose round their body, they were at a loss to understand by 
what means they had been captured, and much less could 
they account for the extraordinary violence with which they 
had been dragged about. 

There was a hale, vigorous Kentuckian, who had suffered 
no serious injury, but whose superfine blue cloth coat was lit- 
erally torn into shreds. When he got upon his legs again, 
and was free from the noose, he lifted one of the skirts from 
the ground, and raised it on high, with an expression of com- 
ical horror ! There he stood, like Habackuck Mucklewrath, 
in old Mortality, denouncing anathemas against his foes. 
" By the living Jingo," exclaimed he, " I could never have 
thought it ! A fine spot of work !— curse the fellows, for 
mean, cowardly wretches ! If they are scarce of gunpowder, 
can they not come forward and make use of their fists, like 
men of spirit ? I had rather be gmiged^ than noosed like a 
pig. I wonder what these cannibals will do next ?" 

A little further, a Yankee adventurer, instead of idly vent- 
ing his ill humor in exclamations and curses, was examining 
a little package containing rings, breast-pins and other arti- 
cles of jewelry, of that kind of thrice refined gold which 
pedlars generally deal in. His budget of notions had 
been crushed in the fray, but with the thrift peculiar to the 
race from which he was descended, he had already set about 
mending some of his nicknacks, that happened to be less dc^m- 
aged than the rest. 

The most ludicrous circumstance in this scene of confu- 
sion, was the strange fancy which entered the mind of. a negro 
slave, who had followed his master from the river Brazos to 
the borders of Mexico. He took the assailants for demons, 



120 AMBBOSIO DE LETINSZ. 

who had thus triumphed by supernatural art. In that thought, 
he entreated one of the Texians to read a pocket bible, w&h 
he carried about him, in order to break the spelU But when, 
upon further examination, he found that the complexion of 
most of the Mexican soldiers was nearly as dark as his own, 
he changed his opinion, and began to think they were ruoft' 
way slaves, fighting for their liberty. 

Aware that there exists, in Louisiana, many settlements of 
negroes, who, afler flying from their masters, live independent, 
in the unexplored recesses of the swamps, with which that 
country abounds, he supposed such to be the kind of assail- 
ants by whom the party to which he belonged had been so 
roughly handled. Entranced by the prospect of liberty, now 
dawning upon him, he addressed himself, in raptures, to t 
common soldier, and heartily shaking him by the hand, ex- 
claimed, <' Thankee ye, thankee ye, my good feller I Me 
free man, now ! Oh, if me only had my Sally with me and 
the childer ! Poor, dear childer ! But me go and show you 
how to steal them, my good feller. But white Massa, here, 
alive !" added he, in surprise ; happening to cast his eyes 
upon his master, whom he had believed dead, and who, at 
that moment, approached him. " You no kill him. He doc 
so bad a Massa, neither ! Give plenty viUJeSy and no wo^ee 
on the Sabbath. And his Missus ! — Oh, she a very good 
Missus ! Give blanket and shoes for winter, and take good 
care of my Sally, when she sick. Lets us go to meeting abo^ 
when the Rev. Zerobbabel Windhowl comes round; while 
Massa, he' not so willing ; ' bekase,' says he, ' them things of 
the gospel and 'tothcr world spoil niggers and open their eyes 
too much.' He not love the abolition, Massa, and hethinkee 
that there be a little abolition in the gospel; but he say 'twas 
put there in the times of the old Romans, for white folks, 
and when there was no niggers in America. For all that, 
not kill Massa, my good feller ; for Missus she cry too DUich 
if he be killed." 

Captain Lctinez, who understood English perfectly well, 
and spoke it fluently, could not help smiling, upon hearing 
the n('gro's address ; and, drawing near, assured him that be 
might consider his liberty as secure, and even could rely upoo 
a special protection, in Mexico, if he would settle in ths 
country. 
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The negro felt his joy somewhat abated, upon perceiving 
that he who addressed him, and acted as chief of the captur- 
ing party was a white man, and could not help manifesting 
the fear it inspired, saying, " How be this, Massa ? You 
white man, I declare ! As white as my young Missus, God 
bless her, who was the most beautifulest soul 1 ever seed ! 
An(^ you, commander of these niggers ?" 

" Why, they are not negroes," replied Senor de Letinez. 
" They are Mexicans, as well as myself. I am their cap- 
tain, and we have taken you prisoners, and that is all. But 
you have nothing to fear. You, in particular, shall be im- 
mediately put at liberty, provided you promise not to return 
to Texas." 

" Return to Texas !" exclaimed the black, " you may trust 
me for that, there is no danger of it, Massa. But you, 
Mexican and them Mexican, also ; and yet you be a white 
man, and them is niggers — or, at best, mulattoes. How is 
that ?" 

" Why, you blockhead." replied the captain, a little net- 
tled ; " They are not negroes, they are Indians. You take 
too much liberty. Remember that, although I have been 
thus idly parleying with you, it was out of pure philanthropy, 
and there is a certain distance between us." 

The poor negro's apprehensions were by no means allayed 
by being informed that his captors were Indians, for he could 
not suppose that Indians were susceptible of civilization, cmd 
he wished himself once more in the cotton fields, on the 
banks of the Brazos. The captain, however, anxious to 
continue the pursuit of the savages, who had spread devas- 
tation on the left bank of the Rio Bravo, crossed over to the 
town of Mier, with his prisoners, whom he left there, under 
the guard of the citizens of the place, with strict injunctions 
to take care of the wounded. After this, he re-crossed the 
river with all his force, in search of a large body of Coman- 
ches, who, he had been informed, were scouring the plains, 
on both sides of the river San Anton, and spreading desola- 
tion far and wide. 

The Comanches, one of the most remarkable tribes of 
North America, are the best horsemen in the world, being 
as far superior to the Mexicans in the art of riding, as these 
are to the western nations of Europe. It was, therefore, no 

Vol. I. 11 
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easy matter for Captain Letinez to overtake them, in case 
they should happen to receive intelligence of the pursuit. 
This was an expedition which he undertook upon his own 
responsibility, and merely to appease the complaints of the 
inhabitants of Mier and Camargo, whose flocks had been 
carried away by these marauders. 

He travelled with his party till he canne to the river 
Nueces, a sluggish stream, which derives its name from the 
immense quantity of peccon trees found on its banks. The 
country, extending hence to the Rio Bravo, is a level plain, 
producing fine grass and endless thickets of prickly pear 
of a gigantic size ; but there is no timber of any account 
except on the immediate banks of the streams, where flourish 
groves of tall saplings, the lines of which meander with the 
water courses, and seldom exceed a mile in breadth. About 
fifly leagues above the mouth of the Nueces, a large creek, 
called Rio Frio, disembogues into it, from the east, af\er fer- 
tilizing a bolder and more romantic district, somewhat simi- 
lar in its features, to the central parts of Kentucky. Ledges of 
fine granite intersect and diversify the plains, stretching acros 
the water courses in every direction, damming up the streaim 
in the form of petty lakes, and affording excellent localitiei 
for the establishment of mills. This district, being better 
watei-ed, is well wooded, abundant in game, and the favoriie 
haunt of the Lipanes and Carankaways, the latter of whom 
have the reputation of being cannibals. 

In these fastnesses did Captain Letinez suppose that ibe 
party he was in pursuit of had probably taken shelter, and 
he resolved to ferret them out, in order to recover, if posii- 
ble, the booty they had carried away. 

Those he wished to overtake, however, eluded his pursuit, 
but he had the satisfaction of encountering another company 
of Comanchcs, who had been on a pillaging expedition towards 
the Trinidad, and had come into those deserts to conceal their 
plunder from the rest of their tribe, who would not probably 
have suffered them to enjoy so much booty undisturbed. 

When Captain Letinez came up with them, he found then 
encamped on the banks of a rivulet — quite unconadooi of 
danger — so that he was nearly upon them before they oooU 
put themselves in a posture of defence. On perceivii^ the 
Mexican troops, however, they quickly mounted their hones^ 
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and prepared to resist their inVaders ; but the first discharge 
of fire-arms so much thinned their ranks, that they abandoned 
their booty and fled. 

They were notpursued, so eager were Captain Letinez's ' 
men to seize upon the plunder thus fortuitously obtained. — 
Besides a considerable number of horses and horned cattle, 
they found, in the enemy's camp, various articles of furni- 
ture, which the Indians had stolen from the American settlers, 
on the waters of the Trinidad ; and the Mexican soldiers very 
little acquainted with the tools of modern husbandry, or the 
refinements of Northern luxury, viewed with the utmost sur- 
prise many things of which they could not understand the use. 

There was a fellow who imagined that he had made a 
prize of immense value, in a log chain, for he had never, seen 
so much iron together in his life ; and actually hung it round 
his neck and declared that he would carry it to Mier, — a 
distance of two hundred and fifly miles, — a feat which he ac- 
complished, on foot.* 

Another, having opened a bandbox, and found in it a lady's 
bonnet, adorned with a wreath of artificial flowers, was un- 
able to discover for what use it was intended ; whereupon, 
having consulted some of his fellow soldiers, one of them ex- 
pressed the opinion, that it was a Texian cap of Liberty, and 
intended, by the rebels, to be used as a military standard. 
It was, of course, considered as a very honorable spoil, and 
the fellow who owned it resolved to offer it to tjie church of 
Mier, to be hung up, in the sanctuary, by way of spolia opi- 
ma. In the meantime, it was placed on the point of a lance, 
as an object of derision, and many a jest, at the expense of 
the Texian republic, was elicited at the sight. 

A third one, having got hold of a pocket book, found in it 
some bank notes, and imagined that they were pictures of 
saints, with printed indulgences — mistaking English for La- 
tin — ^whereby he was greatly edified, supposing, from this 
circumstance, that all the Texians were not heathens, or Jews, 
as he had been led to believe ; but that there were some 
Christians among them. The poor fellow was, however, 
wofully undeceived, when he returned to Mier, for there 
tiiose pictures were found to be worth ten dollars a piece ; 

* A fact. 
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but he had already exchanged them, with a fellow soldier, 
for a silver medal and a pen-knife, and they were now sold 
to an Italian merchant, for their full value. 

But what attrcu^ted the attention of the men, and principal, 
ly of the captain, was a vehicle, closely covered with buffiJo 
robes, which the Indians made their utmost efibrts to carry 
off; but were obliged to abandon. Towards it Senor de 
Letinez, accompanied by his officers, rode, with all possible 
speed, and was the first to tear down the skins by which the 
interior of the barouche, for such it proved, was concealed ; 
when a meleuicholy spectacle presented itself to his view.— 
It was a young lady of extraordinary beauty, strongly bouod 
to the carriage with cords. 
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CHAPTER XL 

What seemed fair in all the world, seemed now, 
Mean, or in her summed up, iii her contained 
And in her looks, which from that time infused 
Sweetness into my heart, unfelt before, 
And into all things from her air inspired 
The spirit of love ^nd amorous delight. . 

Paradise lost. Book VlIL 

>w reluctant soever we may be to shock our readers' 
igs by the exhibition of a scene of inhumanity practised 
an innocent and interesting female, still the truth of 
tory forces us to lay before them the sulSerings of one 
in the sequel, is to play a conspicuous part. We beg, 
jfore, that it be not attributed to the desire of producing 
feet ; because, far from aiming at the species of interest, 
li results from the description of physical pain, we are, 
le contrary, persuaded 4t evinces literary merit but of 
owest order, in the writer who is obliged to have re- 
}e to this means to move human sensibilities. Indeed, 
re so averse to such a kind of literary charlatanismey 
bad it been possible for us to continue the narrative of 
hero's adventures, without adverting to the misfortiiuies 
is female, and the. cruel treatonent inflicted upon her by 
ndian captors, we would gladly have availed ourselves of 
hance. Were w^ to omit it, however, we would be un- 
to render our narrative intelligible ; but we will soften 
jicture, as much as the general connexion of events will 
lit. 

le young lady whom Captain Letinez found in the vehicle 
so far exhausted, that, although judging, from the report 
usketry, there had been a conflict, and she had probably 
ged masters, she was unable to manifest her feelings, 
pt by some faint moans. Her deliverers found her re- 
ng on the back seat of the carriage. The dreadful state 
ability to which she was reduced preventing her from re- 

11* 
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taining an upright position, her head was drooping on her 
lefl shoulder, her arms were forcibly outstretched, and her 
hands tied to the sides of the barouche. Her wrists were 
swollen and bleeding from the chafing of the ropes. Her 
habiliment, which had originally been costly and elegant, 
was soiled, and she seemed, from weakness, entirely incfqta- 
hie of motion ; yet so regular and beautiful wereT her fet- 
tiires, that it was impossible to behold her without admiration. 

When the ropes with which she had been bound were cot 
away, and she was lifled out of the carriage, the captain was 
shocked with horror at the sight, and there was no one, even 
among the rough and uncultivated Mexican troopers, there 
present, who did not vent his indignation against the barba- 
rians, who had treated fragile beauty with so much cruelty. 

Our hero immediately directed some of his sdldiers to erect 
a kind of tent, with their blankets, in order to shelter her 
from the burning rays of the sun ; and, as soon as it wai 
ready, placed her under it, on a pallet made of the buftlo 
robes which had served for her previous concealment. Thii 
posture, more favorable to repose, and the administration of 
some cordials soon restored her to the use of speech, and the 
first words she uttered were expressive of gratitude towanb 
those who had effected her deliverance. 

She expressed herself in English, and as the captain wai 
the only one present who understood that language, this ne- 
cessarily obliged him to remain in close attendance upon tbe 
fair captive. She had no idea of being indebted for her rescae 
to an advanced party of the Mexican army ; but imagined 
she had been recaptured by a company of Teziana, sent in 
pursuit of the Indians. Her father was a wealthy cottoa 
planter, livine on the waters of the Trinidad, whose farm had 
been pillaged and house burnt by a party of ConoandKB. 
The invaders had suffered all the inmates to escape, except ber, 
whom they had carried away, in the manner already related ; 
and, although now she beheld around her many dusky frees, 
she supposed them to be friendly Tankaways, who hadaaaiit^ 
ed in her deliverance. Addressing herself, therefore, lo the 
captain, she inquired with much solicitude about her frther. 
to which our hero replied, in good English, hut with an ac- 
cent that betrayed his foreign extraction, *' I am aorry that I 
am unable to give you any information respecting yoQr frthar: 
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'. have not the honor of his acquaintance, neither did we, i|i- 
ieed, perceive any white man among the Comanches." 

.'< It is not probable that he is with them/' interrupted the 
captive. " They would hardly have brought him so far. I 
tiave reason to trust he escaped, when our house was burned, 
ind, as I supposed you came from the Brazos, I hoped you 
night inform me of his subsequent fate ; but you are not a 
Fexian ! Tell me Us whom am I indebted for my deliver- 
ince, and to what part of the country have I been conveyed ? 
nine days have elapsed since I have been aHowed to behold 
the light of the sun. Where am I, now, and into Whose 
Hands have I fallen V* 

" Madam," replied the captain, " rqst assured that you are 
in perfect safety. We are Christians, well acquainted with 
:he honorable- treatment due to your sex and rank, and such 
sis will do all in our power to alleviate your sufferings. It 
will,. perhaps, be repugnant to your delicacy to travel with a 
company of soldiers, but, as their captain, I pledge my honor 
that you shall be treated as respectfully as if we were united 
by the ties of fraternity. I only wish your recent sufferings 
may not incapacitate you for bearing the fatigues of the 
march, for we cannot remain here longer than to-morrow 
morning. My force is small — we might be surprised. Fee- 
ble as you are, you cannot possibly ride in the barouche. 
If you have no objection, a covered hand-litter shall be con- 
structed by my soldiers, and by this means you can be carried 
more comfortably." 

" Alas ! Sir,'' answered the young lady, with tears, " my 
dependence is entirely upon you, and I confide in your 
honor. Great God, am I forlorn and abandoned, in the 
hands of utter strangers — and these strangers soldiers !-— 
Oh, thou, father of Heaven, be my protector ! — ^Young gen- 
tleman," added she, suddenly addressing the captain with a 
fervor which manifested how great was her apprehension ; 
^' the profession you have embraced hardens the heart, and 
inures it to profligacy — ^yct there is that in your countenance 
which gives better hopes :— dp not deceive them. I beseech 
you, by all that is sacred, to protect me and restore ..me In 
my father. . . . Oh, my father — what anxiety must he sufifer 
on my account !— Am I doomed never to see him again ?■ ' 

<< Madam," replied the captain, '* your suspicions are un- 
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just ; yet I forgive them ; — ^they are but toa natural in your 
situation. 1 will take immediate measures to inform your 
father of your rescue and present state of safety *; neverthe- 
less, the small party under my command cannot venture in- 
to the heart of Texas. Were the Trinidad nearer, I would 
send a flag of truce, but present circumstances render it 
impracticable. Duty compels me to return to Mier. I ne 
no alternative for you. You shall be escorted to Matamoros, 
in all honor and safety, and there, embark for New-Orleaoi. 
Nothing shall be done without your concurrence, but it 
would be utter madness in you, to prefer perishing in this 
desert. Can you doubt the sincerity of a Mexican officer, who 
protests, in the face of Heaven, that he would rather forfeit 
his existence, than permit the least insult to misfortune ?" 

The mention of " Matamoros" and " a Mexican officer," 
augmented the fair captive's distress and redoubled hertean. 
The captain much moved, endeavoured to console berhy 
repeated assurances ; but, seeing his efforts were unavail- 
able, he thought it would, perhaps, be better to leave her to 
the aid of reflection, during some hours. In the interval, be 
went to hasten the necessary preparations for marching back 
to Mier. 

After a tolerable long absence, he returned to the yooi^ 
lady's tent, and found her more resigned. She assented to 
the proposed measures, on condition that the captaiD himadf 
should constantly watch over her safety. The next moming, 
therefore, the party began their march. It was opened by 
twenty men, on horse-back, with their lances couched, in 
case of surprise. To these succeeded the litter, borne br 
four men, and immediately behind it. Captain Letinez, fol- 
lowed by the rest of his soldiers, in close column, tp guard 
against an attack on the rear. 

Their fears proved groundless. Their march was, neier- 
theless, interrupted by a flag of truce, despatched by the 
chief of the defeated Indian party, charged with a petidoo 
of a most singular nature. It was no less than a request 
that the Mexicans should exchange the white lady they 
had taken, for a number of horses and mules, of whick 
the Indians had rendered themselves masters in their vari- 
ous marauding expeditions, through the states of Chihuahui 
and Durango. The warrior who commanded the pttrt)r 0f 



AMBROSIO DB LBTINEZ. 129 

Comanches, one of the principal men of the nation, had be- 
come so great an admirer of his captive's charms, that he 
had resolved to take her for his wife, and, lest his tribe 
should grumble at his choice — as well as to interest them in 
the success of his scheme — ^he had given out that it had been 
revealed to him in a dream, that, from this white female's 
marrieige with him, would spring up a famous warrior, who 
was to avenge upon the Mexicans all the injuries the In- 
dian race had received, and re-conquer the country through 
which their forefathers roamed, as far as the Huasteca.* • 

As this worthy united the prophetical. character to that of 
warlike chief, .his desires were implicitly submitted to by the 
whole tribe, who thought the future glory of their race inti- 
mately connected with their fulfilment ; and they were, now, 
ready to sacrifice all their booty, in order to repossess them- 
selves of h^r who was destined to be the mother of the great 
chieftain. That an Indian be susceptible of such a sentiment 
as love may be questioned by some of our readers ; but we 
will answer, that beauty — like omnipotence — works in a 
thousand wonderful ways ; and if it has been supposed capa- 
ble of softening the wild beasts of the forests, it involves, 
we are sure, no absurdity, to suppose it able to sof\en the 
heart of an Indian. 

Be our readers' opinion what it may, the fact is that Shaw- 
ky-my-atty-mawck, whose name, being interpreted, signifies, 
i^ hearts of nine panthers ; (the warlike chief to whom we 
allude) had, at the sight of this young lady, suddenly expe- 
rienced a sentiment, hitherto unknown to him — which prompt- 
ed him to rescue her from the flames, when her father's 
house, on the waters of the Trinidad, was destroyed ; and 
induced him carefully to convey her away, in the family ba. 
rouche. He treated her, to be sure, in a manner which, to 
a civilized man, must appear barbarous ; but he had no idea 
of being cruel. It was merely to prevent her escape, and so 
far from intending being harsh to her, het captor, had, on the 
contrary, a notion that he was too indulgent. 

* The Huasiecapan of Montezuma's empire — ^where the Mexican 
Indians placed their paradise — ^is the most fertile district in Mexico, and 
probably in the world. It is somewhat hilly, borders on the Eio Panuco, 
and ia partly included in the state of Vera Cruz. It produces almost 
spontaneously the banana and other tropical fruits. 



130 AMBBOSIO DE LBTINSZ. 

Ad Indian warrior's idea of love, whenever he happens to 
experience it, is very different from the sentinnent which a 
white man entertains for that passion. The former looks 
upon it as a weakness which unmans him, and is, therefore, 
extremely careful to conceal his flame. The extravagance 
of the Indian chief's attachment for this White damsel would 
have entirely ruined his character, in the estimation of the 
warriors whom he commanded, had he not subtly brought his 
spiritual influence to favor his plan, and rendered it thereliy, 
an affair of stale, in which the whole tribe were interested. 

The proposal of the flag of truce, as it may be supposed, 
was indignantly rejected by Captain Letinez, who was, bow. 
ever, too well bred, to afflict the young lady, by informiDg 
her of the purport of the message. After this strange inci- 
dent, nothing of importance occurred to disturb the securitv 
of their march ; and they entered Mier, on the eleventh day 
after leaving the Rio Frio. 

On his arrival there, our hero was informed that Grenenl 
Urrea had pursued his way towards Matamoros, and left or- 
ders for him to follow with all possible speed ; but the nobl^ 
hearted young man found himself greatly embarrassed bykis 
fair prize, for whom he began to experience sentiments of 
tenderness, which he had never, hitherto, entertained for the 
fair sex. To leave her in Mier, among utter strangem^ 
without a protector — appeared unnatural. To induce her to 
travel in his company was exposing her reputationi by giving 
her the appearance of a " light o* love,** His perplexity was so 
great that he resolved to consult the parish priest of the pitce 
— an elderly man, who enjoyed a reputation for prudence and 
benevolence. This clergyman, after hearing an ezpositioB 
of the case, was clearly of opinion that the young lady, hav- 
ing a vehicle of her own, might, without any breach of pro- 
priety, continue her journey towards Matamoros, in the wake 
of the military, provided she were accompanied by some res* 
pectable female, who would appear in the character of her 
protectress. 

It very luckily happened that the same Italian merchant, 
of whom I have already made mention, was on the point ot' 
setting out for the same place, with his wife, an aged matioo. 
for whose respectability the priest was willing to vouch, and 
these people would, probably, be delighted with the idea of 
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travelling in a carriage. Besides that this way of journeying, 
being rather uncommon, in those parts, is supposed to confer 
a certain degree of consequence on those who can afford the 
expense ; our merchant and his wife would enjoy the benefit 
of a military escort, by keeping within sight of the lancers, 
whom Captain Letinez commanded, and the latter would be 
enabled to watch over their safety, without appearing to take 
in their welfare, a higher interest, than might be ascribed to 
common courtesy. 

In this manner, the clergyman thought Miss Quinton (such 
was the young lady's name) might reach the sea-coast with- 
out exciting suspicion, or the captain's benevolence being 
e^osed to misconstruction. The plan devised by the old 
man being plausible and of easy execution, it was, of course, 
followed. , The old Italian's wife, on the recommendation of 
the parish priest, undertook to act as chaperon for the 
Senorita Americana, and they all set out under the escort 6f 
the lancers. 

It was peculiarly lucky for the Italian, thus to travel under 
a military safe-guard ;■ for a portion of the road, west of 
Matamoros, may be accounted the most perilous on the face 
of the earth. It is literally lined with monuments of lately 
committed murders. 

** For wheresoever the shrieking victim hath 
Poured forth his blood, beneath th' assassin's knife, 
Some hand erects a cross of moiild*ring lath, 
And grove and glen with thousand such are rife 
Throughout this purple land, where law secures not life.*' 

* 

The poor merchant shuddered, as he went along, at the 
sight of so many crosses, and hugged hi9 bags of dollars, 
doubting not but, had it not been for Captain Letinez's pro- 
tection, he would have shared the same fate, as had been the 
lot of so many unfdrtunate wayfarers before him, and will 
continue to be of future travellers, until a better race intro- 
duce a better administration of justice. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

I ask no pledge to make me bleat 

In gazing when alone ; 
Nor one memorial for a breast 

Whose thoughts are all thy own. 

Byrmu 

At Matamoros, our young lady continued the guest of the 
Italian merchant, who, intending to remain two' or three 
weeks in the place, immediately upon his arrival, rented a 
house, and furnished it in a temporary fashion; Though this 
seaport be now a city of seventeen thousand inhabitants. 
among whom is found a considerable number of foreigners, yet 
it is one of the blessed results of the Mexican system of civiliza- 
tion, that it does not possess a single hotel, inn, or boarding- 
house, where a bed can be got. Eveiy new comer should behave 
no acquaintance willing to give him hospitality, must, as sooo 
as he arrives, rent a room, or go to lodge under the canopr 
of heaven, in a public square, situate at the north-west ex- 
tremity of the city, and appropriated to that hospitable des- 
tination, by the munificence of the AyurUamienio, As for 
beds or furniture, they are not easily found for sale, so that 
ignorant, or imprudent foreigners, who neglect bringing them 
along, arc in no enviable situation. 

In such a state of things, it would have been truly unfor- 
tunate for our young lady, to be abandoned to her own exer- 
tions, in order to procure the absolute necessaries of life- 
She clung, therefore, to the Italian merchant's wife, with al! 
the affection of one who feels grateful for past benefits, aod 
for whom the price of present protection is enhanced by the 
prospect of future deprivation. 

The Micr lady, under whose matronly authority she en- 
joyed, in a strange place, a degree of security, which she 
could not, otherwise, have obtained, was far from being a 
woman of education, refinement, or elegance of manners, but 
she was motlierly, good-hearted, and of unimpeachabk mo- 
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ral character. She had already contracted a great aflfection 
for the young '' Aq[iericana/^ as she called her, and being 
childless, entertained the notion of adopting her, and waited 
but for a favorable opportunity, in order to propose it to 
her husband. For some days succeeding her arrival, her 
multifarious occupations rendered her too busy to think about 
the matter. She had to instruct a female cook in the parti- 
cular manner in which she wished her Indian corn to be 
ground for her tortillas. A filtering machine was indispensa- 
bly requisite to clarify the river water before she could use 
it ; a cooking hearth must be constructed out of doors, for a 
French fire-place, as she called it, was her aversion, and 
she was affected in a peculiar manner at the sight of houses 
adorned with chimneys, a fashion that had already been in- 
troduced into Matamoros, from the north, and which she, on 
that account, was inclined to look upon as somewhat allied 
to heresy. 

But when, at last, all those bustling cares were over, her 
imagination recurred to her favorite plan, and to revolve tfie 
means of insuring success. Her ward, if we may designate 
her bjr this title, was already restored to perfect health. The 
joy of being freed from her pursuers, the Indianis, and the 
hope of being soon restored to her father had wrought won- 
ders, and her face became the very picture of hedth and ani- 
mation. Captain Letinez visited her. two or three times a 
day, under pretence of serving as interpreter between her 
and the old matron, but conscious to himself that another sen- 
timent was his prime mover. Though he had never seen 
so handsome a woman, yet it was not mere physical beauty 
which attracted him. It was, rather, her graceful and dig- 
nified demeanor, equally free from prudery and coquetish 
airs, her sprightly conversation and well informed mind,: — 



ftt 



those graceful acts, 



Those thousand decencies, that daily flowed, 
From all her words and actions," 

and her superior wit tempered by prudence, which command- 
ed his admiration. The merchant's wife, proud of having a 
man of Senor de Letinez's rank as a visiter, encouraged him, 
and bethought herself of making use of his influence, to fur- 
VoL. I. 12 
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ther the accomplishment of her scheme. She perceived he was 
in love, and supposed that by fenning his flame, of. the honor- 
able nature of which she entertained no doubt, she would be 
most likely to succeed in her views. It became, therefore, 
her object to engage the captain in many little parties of 
pleasure, where she expected her prot^e to shine conspicu- 
ously. One night, he was invited to escort them to a tertuHa, 
where the young Americana had been requested to display 
her musical talents on the piano. The next day, he was in 
requisition to give them an airing, in the carriage^ after the 
siesta, for the Senorita was languid. He accompanied them 
to church, or in their shopping excursions, and was often in- 
vited to partake of chocolate with them ; to all which calls 
and invitations the young man, as may be supposed, was ex- 
ceedingly punctual. In a word, the old merchant's wife, 
though i^ntutored, and actuated merely by female instinct, 
was as perfect in her mancBuvres as if she had been an En- 
glish marchioness, with half a dossen daughters to dispose of. 

The young captain's personal beauty, with his mental and 
physical accomplishments, rendered him as conqiicuous, in 
his own sex, as the fair stranger proved in her's, and it was 
not improbable that the impression made upon his heart 
might be reciprocated. True love, however, is never pre- 
sumptuous. It rather blushes and trembles, in presence of 
the beloved object, and Captain Letinez, who was endowed 
with all the delicacy which a refined education can impart, 
was impressed with a profound respect for the woman whoni 
he loved. Still, his flame was betrayed by thousand name- 
less circumstances — manifestations which escape even the 
most discreet — and the young lady, also, began to be sensi- 
ble of his merit, as her involuntary blushes would sometimes 
proclaim. 

When the old matron supposed things sufficiently matured 
to render a discovery of her views expedient, she, in a con- 
fidential conversation, broke the matter to the captain. 
*< Now, Senor de Letinez," said she, " what do you think 
of our Americana ? Is it not a pity to sufler one so fair 
and interesting to return to Texas, to be, probably, driven 
back into the United States, with her kindred, when our 
triumphant troops will chase away the rebels f— How much 
it afflicts me, that so rare a beauty should be a veasd of 
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heresy {—-Does it not behove ub, who enjoy a knowledge of 
the Christian religion, to teach the true doctrine to uiese 
poor stray children ?— -Oh, how much I wish I could get her 
baptized and made a Christian ! — To you, captain, I will 
communicate an idea, which God, our Lord, and the Virgin 
of Guadelupe, have inspired me with : — ^it is that I and my 
husband should adopt her. We have no children, captain^ 
and are amply provided with worldly goods. What better 
use can we make of our fortune, than in gaining a precious 
soul to the church ? — ^I know that my husband is attached to 
his rels^tions, who never paid any attention to him, when he 
was pobr and needy, and would not, now, give the parinss of 
their nails to relieve him, if he were in distress ; and, i am 
afr^d, on account of that foolish family attachment, he will 
oppose my ideas. Therefore, I want you to use your influ- 
ence over his mind and hint it to him ; for he has a great 
regard for you. We are both old, captain, — ^that is to say, 
my husband, at least ; and he may slip off, when least ex- 
pected. Now, what will become of me,, in my widowhood,— 
wiithout any affectionate person about me, — for I am passed 
all thoughts of marrying again, and my relations hate me, 
<Ni. account of my husband. But here is this pobre Ameri- 
canita, who, I am sure, loves me, and has so wound herself 
round my heart, that I cannot think of parting with her." 

Gladly would the captain have lent his aid to the further- 
ance of any scheme tending to obtain the young lady's con- 
sent to remaining in Mexico ; but he had sufficient tact to 
understand that neither the town of Mier, nor the city of ' 
Matamoros afforded a state of society to which a female of 
her breeding could possibly conform ; much less did he sup- 
pose that she would renounce the thought of returning to her 
father, in order to throw herself into the old Woman's arms. 
Her continuance in^Matamoros, he knew, was occasioned only 
by the absence of the vessels accustomed to trade to New- 
Orleans, and, notwithstanding all her gratitude towards her 
benefactress, she was as ahxlpus as ever to leave the country. 

Had the captain been unprincipled, he might have thought 
the present circumstances would afford him a fair chance of 
playing off his stratagems, in favor of his passion ; but he 
was too generous and honorable, even to conceive such a 
thought. He, therefore, answered the merchant's wife, that 
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he judged her plan impracticable, and that, notwithstanding 
her husband might be brought to consent to the measure, he 
was sure the young lady would not accept her offers ! " At 
all events," added he, '< it is but prudent to ascertain her 
sentiments before you hazard a proposal to yoUr husband." 

This was a difficulty which had not occurred to the oM 
woman's mind, for she was as shallow, as good natured. She 
agreed, however, to the expediency of the captain's sugges- 
tion, and it was arranged between them that she should hafe 
an explanation with Miss Quinton — Sefior de Ltetinez acdiig 
as interpreter. 

The result was such as our hero had anticipated. Tlie 
young lady answered she could not possibly think of remain- 
ing among strangers, and that, how strongly soever gratitude 
might attach her to those who had so generously extended 
their protection to her, still she could not act so unnatural a 
part, as to renounce her father and kindred. From thence 
she took occasion to beseech the captain to do all in his 
power to accelerate her departure, for she knew what grief 
her absence and the uncertainty of her fate must cause to her 
family. 

Our hero promised to comply with her wishes, and think- 
ing this a favorable opportunity for declaring lus sentiments, 
assured her that he could never be happy, if deprived of the 
hope of being, at some future period, blessed with her hand. 
<< I know. Madam," said he, ** that, in your present situatioiH 
it may be considered worse than uncourteous, in me, to press 
my suit, and that my declaration may expose me to the sus- 
picion of indelicacy ; but the idea of your leaving this coon- 
try without being informed of the profound impression which 
your charms, your accomplishments and your noble mind, 
have made on me, would be beyond endurance. Forgive my 
boldness — I am prompted by an irresistible sentiment. A 
new existence dawned upon me, from the first moment I be^ 
held you ; — I am no longer master of my heart : — it is bound 
to you in an irrevocable manner, and from your lips, I await 
the sentence of my happiness, or misery." 

The young lady, thus addressed, far from roanifestiiig a 
surprise which she did not feel ; replied with dignity ud 
composure, " For having saved me from the greatest calam- 
ity, I will always feel the most fervent and lively gratitu d e 
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towards you, and this is, for the present, all I can impart. 
You are, yourself, aware that my dependence upon you does 
not permit me to receive a declaration of the nature of the 
one you have avowed. Act generously to the last, and ab- 
stain from a renewal of your suit, while I ^m still under your 
protection* I demand it of you ; and your acquiescence will 
strengthen your claims to my gratitude. In so short an ac- 
quaintance a3 ours, the character cannot be sufficiently de- 
veloped to enable one party to form a correct estimate of the 
congeniality and disposition of the other. Moreover, there 
is such a difference between us, in point of religion, political 
feeling, and prejudices of education, as would, perhaps, ren- 
der a union a source of misery. I am a Protestant, and my 
father belongs to Texas. Texas has declared herself, and 
now the die is cast. With her, he will stand, or fall. Your 
duty to your country obliges you to fight against the cause 
he has embraced ! See under what auspices our promises 
would be exchanged, were I so weak as to listen to your 
protestations !" 

" Deprive me not of hope. Madam," replied the captain. 
*^ Let me still enjoy the consolation of hope, I beseech you* 
The difference of country is no objection — ^virtue belongs to 
every country. As for your religion, — I have already told 
you that my father is a Protei^tant. I shall never love him 
the less, on that account, though I will faithfully adhere to 
my own creed. As for the present war with Texas— one 
short campaign. Madam, and it will return under the obedi- 
ence of Mexico. We will, then, both belong id the same 
country." 

" Return to the obedience of Mexico !" replied she, with 
a vivacity which surprised her lover, " Never, sir ; never ! 
You know not the mettle of those you are going to attack. 
But cease your importunities. Under present circumstances, 
I cannot listen to them with the dignity that becomes an 
American maiden. Your heart is endowed with sufficient 
nobleness to understand this. Obey its npbler feelings and 
be deaf to the selfishness of passion. I will hear no more of 
it, and by my dependence upon you, I conjure you to be 
silent." 

" Yes ! I understand you — and am wort;hy of understand- 
ing you : — ^thou noble-minded woman !" answered he, im- 

12* 
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printing a kiss upon her hand, (which she withdrew with the 
rapidity of lightning, but not in anger.) " My heart is wm- 
thy of you, and you shall be obeyed." 

Their dialogue, the meaning of which, though it was held 
within the old woman's hearing, had, from her igaorance ot' 
the Bnglish language, remained a perfect blank to her ; was, 
here, interrupted by her exclaiming, "AveMaria^ puristma! 
The little dove will be a Ck)untess, yet. But lo ! how she 
takes the least trifle to heart ! One would have thought from 
the haste with which she withdrew her hand, that a aimke was 
crawling upon it. But what does she say 1. What does she 
answer to your suit, captain ? It seems you have been more 
earnest in pleading for yourself than for me.** 

'' Indeed, Madam," replied Senor de Letinez, " I have not 
been more successful in urging my own petition than yoors. 
The young lady is determined to go, and we must engage 
her passage in the first vessel that will happen to sail iroin 
the Brazo de Santiago." 

At this information, the Mier lady set up a pitiful lameota- 
tion. **• Y me dejas, querida aJma mia /" ezohdmed she. 
adding many other honeyed expressions, which the captain 
did not stay to interpret. He went out to inquire from ooe 
of the principal merchants of the place, whether there was 
any vessel shortly expected to leave the port, for New Or- 
leans ; but he was stopped by an officer of artilleiy, who 
knowing his intimacy with the Mier merchant, wished 
to complain of an affront the latter had offered to the 
corps to which he belonged. The long and short of the 
story was, that the merchant during his morning nuDbk 
had visited the park of artillery, and upon discoveriiiff that 
the bombs, and even the canister shot were made of cop- 
per ;* had enjoyed a hearty laugh at the expense of the offi- 
cers, and, thereby, wounded the sensibility of the troop. 
« Would you believe it, Letiuez," said this worthy artil- 
lerist, *^ he has, in bitter irony, told us that no civilized na- 
tion would commit such a blunder, as we could have iron 
balls manufactured in any quantity, at the works, near 
Durango, or at the Amilpas mines, not far from Mexico, tor 

* Founded on fact. That copper was carried from Chiknaha* ^> 
Mexico, there cast, and sent to the scat of war, all the wty on mok*- 
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the tenth part of the cost of the copper ones, or, even, that 
we could exchange these, here, at the sea-port, for eight times 
their number of iron ones, which would answer as well to 
kill the Texians. ' Voto a Dios ! I could not help being in- 
dignant, particularly when he added, by way of taunt, * Your 
enemies will be much obliged to you, for such an unexam- 
pled generosity ! Blessed are the towns which you will bom- 
bard ! Oh ! that one of your battles might be fought, on, land 
of mine ! It would enrich me !' I have a great mind to call 
him out, for I understand he has served ; but there is, I think, 
an excommunication fulminated by the Council of Trent, 
against duelling, and that staggers me. I would not like to 
die excommunicated." 

<< Ne.ver mind the excomnfiunication and the duel, my dear 
fellow," replied Captain Letinez. "The man is right 
enough. It is an unpardonable oversight in our government, 
but our republic is still young, and she will learn wisdom 
from misfortune. You would be very foolish to fight for 
such a thing. But come along with me, and help me to 
make preparations for a trip to the Brazo de Santiago." 

" How ? Are you going to sea V^ exclaimed the artilleiy 
ofHcer. " Some secret commission ! Eh ! Bound for Texas, 
incognito ?" 

" Not I, indeed," returned Letinez ; ** I am only to ac- 
company a young lady, who is going to New Orleans." 

" What !" interrupted the artillerist. "Not that jewel, 
you. rescued from the hands of the Comanches, I hope." 

** Even the same," sadly resumed our hero. 

" Is it possible you let her escape, young and beautiful, as 
she is !" exclaimed the other. " But I understand how it is. 
She is unwilling to be baptized, and become a Christian ! 
That is an insuperable barrier, indeed. What a pity, never- 
theless. It must be confessed that those women of the 
northern people are handsomer than ours, and somewhat bet- 
ter bred. What complexions ! what features ! But, then, 
they are no better than animals, you know, being unbap. 
tized ! A Christian cannot possibly think of such creatures, 
as long as they remain obstinate." 

" Abominable block head !" thought Letinez, within him- 
self. By this time, however, he had reached the counting 
room of one of the principal importing merchants of the town. 
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who informed him that a fine schooner, with decent accom- 
modations for female passengers, had just arrived at the 
mouth of the river, and would in ten days, at latest, be ready 
to sail again for New Orleans. 

He sadly went to impart the iptelligence to the young lady, 
who inmiediately hegan to make her preparations, and when 
the time of her departure had come, was escorted by Captain 
Letinez, the Mier merchant and his wife, to the place of 
embarkation. Many were the tears of the latter, when the 
separation took place, but though our hero tried to stifle his 
grief, he felt it more acutely than any of them. We will, 
now take leave of the Mexican party, in order to follow the 
young lady, in her navigation, the doleful narrative of which 
will become the subject of the following chapter. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

Bland hospitality, with generous hand. 
Will give relief— a virtue chiefly found 
Where needed most, in i^ewly settled lands, 
Or in the desert. 

Hie FUgrim, a Poem. 

oiTGH the Rio Bravo i^ the largest river in the Mexican 
lie, yet the bar, at its mouth, prevents vessels of a cer- 
ize from entering it, and even those which do not draw 
ich water as to be unable to succeed in it, have, some- 
to wait four, or five days, for high tides, and tp ride 
:hor, in sight of the port. The same may be said of 
irious bays by which the coast of Texas is indented. 
1 strong southerly winds prevail, they cause a great 
)f the sea into the lagunes, which raises the water on 
irs, at their mouths, thus enabling ships of larger bur- 
x> cross them ; while, at other seasons, they are sure to 
1, should they attempt it. In a word, there is no coast, 
\ whole world, where the depth of water is so variable, 
^here nautical art can place so little reliance on preced- 
mndings and experience. 

is, which has been the cause of numerous shipwrecks, 
d detrimental to the voyage of the schooner upon which 
dr traveller was embarked. Hardly had they lost -sight 
id, when there arose a furious south wind, that drove 
ith irresistible fury, towards the narrow sandy island, 
1 extends, from the Brazo de Santiago, near the mouth 
J Rio Bravo, to St. Bernard's bay. That long strip of 
is intersected by three principal passes, whereof the-* 
e one, called Corpus ChrisHf is nearly opposite- the 
1 of the river Nueces and not far from Live oak point, 
3 a smart little town has lately sprung up. 
e captain of the schooner, despairing of his ability to 
he gale, sought to put his vessel in security, by enter- 
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ing the above pass ; but it unfortunately happened, that, htr- 
ing no pilot, and being himself but imper^ctly acaoaiiitod 
with the entrance, he managed his vessel so un^ilftdly, thit 
she stuck fast on the bar, and the storm increaaiiigy it vii 
evident she would go to pieces. In that emergency, no 
other resource remained but to take to the long boat, aiid if 
the crew and passengers could cross the bar in safety, they 
would, afterwards, easily reach the coast of the main knd. 

The captain succeeded, after infinite fatigues, in hndiiy 
all his people, consisting of ten persons, among whom wen 
three females, at a point about fifteen miles distant fion Su 
Patricio, a little colony of Irish people, on the left bank of 
the river Nueces. This village had been founded five or n 
years previous, and promised to become an interesting set* 
tlement, because its original inhabitants were tolerw^ or 
derly. They, had for pastor an Irish Dominican fnar, aai 
their magistrates were selected from among themselvQi^ aai 
though they lived under the allegiance of 3ie MexicaD gov- 
ernment, they hardly felt the hand of their civil mlen^ vi 
rather bore the appearance of an unknown, independent ooa- 
munity, << the world forgetting and by the world forgot" 

Our poor shipwrecked people had no other resource, ite 
the loss of their vessel, than to take shelter in this villaie, 
where they were well treated by the inhabitants. The Al 
caldc exercised his prudence in billeting the new comei%M> 
cording to the rules of propriety, and he assigned our ywa^ 
lady, to a widow woman of great respectability of charadBr, 
who was no less remarkable for her physical than £br ber 
moral qualifications, being a figure about five feet ten indiei) 
with a rotundity of corpulency quite proportionate to such t 
height. 

This notable female did not lack a certain coarse digmqr« 
with which she tempered her coarse hospitality, and as w 
took the young lady's hand, in order to pilot her kotne^ as ihe 
quaintly expressed it ; (for she had been sent for, by tk 
mayor, and the scene passed in his office) said, with a strosg 
Irish accent, but a look of sreat benevolence ; <* Well nov, 
come, my swate young ladhy — sure Mr. Smartclutoh, tk 
Alcalde (that is his honor, the mayor of the town, honqf— ' 
as wc would call the loike of him in ould Ireland— for, may 
be, you don't know what an Alcalde is, in this o oualli ry) 
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could do no betther than to place you with me. He is a con- 
siderate man and well maning — ^I must say that ' for him ! 
And you ipay thank him, my swate jewel, bekase you fall 
into good hands. There is plenthy to ate, in my house — 
which is not the case every where, in this town, hqney : for, 
do you see, praties have failed, this year, and this is not a 
good counthry for praties, no how — save for the swate ones, 
that the Mexican people call camotes. And you shall have 

?lenthy of milk, chaze and butther ; and don't b6 afraid of them 
[•exians— they are not going to hurt the loike of you ! They 
were here, in great force, the other day, and rampaged about, 
but, in the end, did no damage, bekase there was nothing to 
pillage in our chapel. They could not do, here, as they did 
in Groliad, where they took the picthures of the saints out of 
the church, and picked out their eyes, for sporth — ^with their 
daggers— cutthing the blessea vestments into shreds — and 
their officer men took all the goold lace, to make epaulets 
out of. Och ! murdher ! To hare and see the loike of it ! 
And then they took the grand crucifix, from off the althar — 
that is the image of our Saviour, honey, that was painthed all 
over with goold — and picked out its eyes — then put an old 
hat on its head, and fired at it^ for their diversion. The un- 
happy wretches, who cry out, Liberty of conscience ! Liberty 
of conscience! and then to fire upon oiir Saviour, honey ! 
The captain who was here swore that they would clare the 
counthry of praste-crafl and swaipe all superstition away 
from the land. Och, for his swaiping ! That was a lucky 
job for him, — the ill-favored, foul-mouthed blackguard, heretic 
and villain thief ! He took all the silver chalices and the 
golden pix of the church of Labahia, — and the candlesticks 
that were on the althar, besides the precious stones, around 
the remonstrance, honey ! As good as twenty-seven pounds 
of silver, together with pearls, topazes and rubies ! No won- 
dher that he was so fond of handling that broom of his, that 
swept such trash. But och ! some judgment will fall on 
them, and Grod forgie me for saying so. The Mexican Gin- 
eral will soon be here, with his lancers, and give them an- 
other kind of swaiping, I trow. But you need not fare any- 
thing, my jewel : though I am a lone woman, I will defend 
you. Never fare, St. Patrick will protect his own !" 

Her monologue lasted till she reached her house, which 
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was nothing but a log cabin, divided into two apartments, h 
a partition of reeds ; but remarkable for its cleanliness, and 
two small windows with glazed sashes — ^the greatest piece of 
luxury in the whole village. 

They had no sooner entered it, than the old woman re- 
sumed her speech. <' Now, honey,'' said she, ** you must be 
almost spenth with hunger. Rest yourself, after changiiig 
your clothes, while I cook some thing good for you to ate. 
There are some clane clothes which used to belong to iny 
daughter, that was, — but now she is dead and is with God, I 
hope. They will be somewhat too large for you, for she 
was a stout crathur of her years, but mane while, I will mdi 
your own, honey, and iron them too, — ^they shall be ready 
to-morrow. So, now, get into that inner room and do as I 
tell you, while I fry some eggs for you, bekase to day b 
Fridhay. And we will have some batther cakes and fimh 
butther. Och, there goes a swate crathur." , 

The sweet creature stood in need of rest, indeed^ and of 
course, gladly followed her kind hostess' direction, while the 
latter went to borrow some tea and sugar, for she was oolot 
those commodities. She found none except at the puaoi' 
age, and even there, she could not get it, without mteri^g 
into a long explanation with the priest's house-keeper,— t 
Very singular woman, half nun and half servant, — ^whomafli* 
fested her surprise at her neighbor's request, and was partien- 
larly inquisitive about the motives which prompted her to •> 
extraordinary an expenditure. 

This woman enjoying a great authority over her mailer's 
mind, was accustomed to take upon herself a great state with 
the females of the village, and, in some instances, to act as 
the priest's deputy ; which had procured for her the mali- 
cious nickname of the priestess. Puckering up her lips aod 
majestically throwing back her head, she exclainied ; ** Hov. 
now, Mistress Jordan, something very strange must hut 
taken place in your house, that you should want to buy tea 
and sugar ! — Why, woman, I have not known you to gtt 
these articles during the last eight months, — when you bought 
some, you know, for your daughter's wake ; because jou 
said it would come cheaper than brandy. Sure, when I got tbe 
milk cow from you, father Supplcgrowl wanted topayyoaia 
coffee and sugar, but you insisted upon getting the nber." 
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" Qph ! bless your swate face, Miss Troy, the loike of it is 
not for me," answered Mrs. Jordan. " You know how I love 
milk, best, or even butther mi]k, but the Alcalde has given 
me one of those poor shipwrecked crathures, that got strand- 
hed at Loive oack pint, and she seems such a delicate ladhy, 
that I could dp no less than to get her some tay, — I will pay 
you in butther, — ^you know that father Supplegrowl loikes my 
butther, above all things. Miss Troy." 

" Ah, ah," resumed .the priest's housekeeper," is it for 
the like of them you put yourself to such an expense ? I 
thought you were more careful, — however, I will let you 
have half a pound, but you must furnish me with all the 
butter I shall want in passion week, which is shortly coming 
on, you know." 

" Och ! never fare, Miss Troy. You shall be satisfied," 
replied Mrs. Jordan, " and father SupplegroWl . also, — I will 
bring you such butther ! — As yellow as the purest goold, and 
so swate, that you will hardly fale it melting in your mouth. 
Let me alone for churning ! Many is the woman who is 
come from ould Donegal, Miss Troy, but this I dare say, 
that no one can bate Peggy Jordan, m making butther, or 
spinning flax ; though it is but little of the latther I can get 
here to spin, unless I should go out through the prairie, to 
pull the wild, yellow bloomed flax, which Mr. Gallberry says is 
the same as grows in New-Zealand,* and makes betther thread 
than that of ould Ireland. — Sorrow upon him for saying so." 

" New-Zealand ! — May be it is New-Holland^ he hieans ; 
he, be, he !" interrupted Miss Troy, laughing at her own 
jest, which was meant as a cutting sarcasm against Mr. Iso- 
celes Gallberry, the principal mathematician of the town of 
St. Patricio, who was no favorite df hers, nor of father Sup- 
plegrowl, by whom he had been excommunicated, five or 
six times, and anathematised from the altar, with bell, hook 
and candle light, *' But how long, Mrs. Jordan, are you 
going to keep this young lady, as you call her. Take care, 
perhaps she is only a girlT' 

'* We beg leave to state that Mr. Gkdlberry was mistaken in his as. 
sertion. The species of flax to which Mrs. Jordan alludes, is a variety 
of the Linum Sativum ; whereas that of New.Zealand is the Phormium 
tenax. The species found wild in Texas seldom rises above seven or 
eight inches. 

Vol. I. 13 
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*< She is a ladhy, I warrant you," replied Mrs. Jordan, 
*' but dare heart ! I don't know how long she will stay with 
me, I am sure. She is welcome to stay as long as it shall 
plase Grod, and till she can hare from her ownpeople, who 
live in the east of Texas, somewhere about the Trinidad." 

" Ah, it will be sometime before she hears from them," 
resumed the housekeeper. " The Mexican general will aooo 
be here, and will slash the Texians, I warrant you., Yoor 
young lady will have very little chance to return to her pa- 
rents. She may be a burthen on your hands for a long 
time to come." 

" Well, well," replied honest Mrs. Jordan, " she may be 
a burthen as long as it shall plase Grod. I say amin I will 
not dhrive her away, as long as I have a mouthful to divide 
with her. Sure, Miss Troy, you have read a grate dale, and 
are a larned woman, seeing that you have all them books ot 
father Supplegrowl undher your hand, — save the Latin onea» 
out of which he says mass — ^but you never saw, nor read 
that any one became poorer, by giving some help to a for- 
lorn, shipwrecked crathur. But, Lora ! It is getting late, 
and I am here, chatthering like a magpie, and the swate 
young crathur is so hungry. — So, Miss Troy, give me the 
tay and sugar, if you plase, and let me go." 

Having received the provisions of which she stood in need, 
for the comfort of her guest, Mrs. Jordan returned to ber 
cabin, which she soon made to reek with the steam oft 
savoury dish of fried eggs and onions, and having laid the 
table with a degree of neatness one could hardly haw a- 
pectcd under so humble a roof, awoke the young lady to in- 
vite her to partake of her good cheer. " Come, now, to an 
a mouthful!," said she, *' here are new-laid eggs and freah 
butther, honey, of my own churning. The eggs would hare 
been betther, had I put in them some rashers of baooD, to 
make them more richer. — And, may be, you would have aten 
the mate — being that, as you come from the Trinidad, yon 
will not keep Fridhays in lent ; but father Suppleffrowl wouU 
have found it out and read my name from the althar. And 
besides, honey, I have no bacon, being as how I sold the tn 
hams that remained to ould Hardgrasp. But come akmg and 
ate something." 

Her fair guest sat down, but ate very sparingly, fa ber 
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eart was too full ; and as soon as her light meal was over, 
he inquired of her hostess, whether there was any means to 
et herself conveyed as far as Matagorda, where her father 
ad some acquaintances, who would not refuse to furnish her 
dth the means of continuing her journey by land ; or taking 

passage for New-Orleans, where she had relations. 

To her inquiries the old woman answered that she was not 
erself acquainted with the state of the roads, in the present 
ircumstances, but did not think any one in the village could 
e prevailed upon to undertake it. She added, however, that 
he would inquire from the Alcalde, who, being better in- 
3rmed, would be able to give the best advice. 

At her return, she brought the unwelcome news, that there 
ras no possibility of travelling in an easterly direction ; as 
.11 the roads, from Goliad, up to the north, were scoured by 
»ands of volunteers, or marauders, and nobody would run 
he risk of being fired upon by their picquets. She added 
hat Greneral Urrea was momentarily expected, and that the 
Alcalde was of opinion some action of consequence would 
ake place between St. Patricio and Goliad. 

This was sad news for our young lady. To find herself, 
hus, in the midst of war — far from her kindred and natural 
irotectors — ^with no other dependence than what could be 
»laced in a lonely woman, entirely unknown to her ; made 
ler shudder, and she could not refrain from tears. 

This did not fail to excite the sympathy of her hostess, who 
endeavored to console her, saying, , with her characteristic 
dndness, " well, now, honey — ^you need not take on, so ! — 
Fhem Mexican soldiers will jnot hurt you. They will pro- 
ect the loike of us, here. The Alcalde and Mr. Grallberry 
lave been writing to the Ginral, under-handedly, — and the 
atther made a trip to Matamoros to settle every thing — and 
hen there is father Supplegrowl, our clargy, who will spake 
I kind word for the town, honey, and for his own people, who 
)elong to the true church. Them Mexicans have a great 
reverence for the clargy, you know. So, so, don't take it so 
nuch to heart." 

In that doleful occupation — of grief, manifested by tears, 
3n one side ; and well meant, but awkward consolation, on 
the other — they spent the five following days ; and the sixth 
morning opened a new scene, which we will endeavor to 
portray in the next chapter. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Hail, precious drops, which first, in Freedom's caufle, 
Crimson*d the soil! — To our adoptive country 
You were a blissful dew. 

The Texian, a Poem. 

On the twenty-sixth of February, precisely three days after 
Santa Anna had taken possession of the city of Bexar, the 
inhabitants of St. Patricio were startled from their beds, bj 
a tremendous report of musquetry, followed by distresong 
cries, which proceeded from some Texians who had beeo 
surprised by Urrea. There were three houses, in the village, 
where they slept, after a carousal, quite unconcerned ukl 
without videttes (for they thought it, not only ridiculous, bm 
even derogatory to their character to take against their ene- 
mies any of the precautions used in time of war) so that it 
was easy for the Mexicans to pounce upon them unpeiceived. 
Besides those who got killed, and some who escaped ; twen- 
ty one were made prisoners. All the inhabitants of the vii- 
lage, as may be supposed, rose up in a moment, but as many 
of them were indiscreetly looking out of their windows, or 
even venturing into the streets ; certain well meaning €& 
cers of the Mexican army ran about, exhorting them to keep 
quietly within their doors, lest their soldiers, in the first pride 
and confusion of success, should misuse them. 

One of those who thus ventured out was our valiant Irish 
amazon, who stationed herself on the threshold of her cainn, 
holding in her hands an axe which she brandished with great 
resolution, ready to defend the entrance of her premises. 
Her grey hair escaped, in long elf locks, from unaer a red 
flannel night cap, too small for her head, and a sheet, which 
she hud hastily thrown over her shoulders, by way of shawl, 
fluttered in the wind, so that her appearance was somewhat 
ominous and bordered on the supernatural. Some dragooDi, 
who had come upon her, unawares, were so startled by such 
an apparition, that they actuedly drew back in terror, repnt- 
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edly crossing themselves. ^* VaJga me DiosP' exclaimed their 
leader ; '^ que ea eso ? — Una (dma de la otra vida /'^-— Yet, 
ashamed of his cowardly movement, he was no sooner at a rea- 
sonable distance, than he stopped, and after an adjuration, in 
order to dispel the charm (if charm there was) he conmianded 
his men to make ready to fire. Mrs. Jordan, who understood 
but too well the meaning of their preparations, was frighten- 
ed out of her courage and began to scream and call aloud 
for help in the Irish language, which she used in the extacy 
of her fear, without reflecting that it was unintelligible to the 
dragoons. Happily for her, at that moment, a young officer, 
mounted on a superb charger, approached, and after having 
investigated the matter, commanded the dragoons to retire. 
He than addressed the old woman to give her assurance of 
protection, and exhorted her to keep herself within her walls. 
He had hardly exchanged a few words with her, when Miss 
Quinton, who had risen, and was already dressed, recognized 
our hero's voice. 

In her present confusion, when she thought the village 
veas actually being sacked, she could not help calling upon 
him for protection, though, in any other circumstance, she 
would have rather chosen to remain exposed to the greatest 
inconvenience, than to press herself, in this manner, upon her 
lover's observation. ** Oh, Captain Letinez," exclaimed she, 
" it is heaven itself that sends you hither. For Grod's sake, 
do not leave this poor woman without protection." She 
could not get so far as to implore protection for herself, but, 
though she had no time to reflect upon the wording of her 
petition, yet it was the instinct of true love, which, at that 
instant, directed her tongue, and such a reticence was more 
significative than she was aware of. 

" Heavens !" exclaimed the captain, " is it your voice I 
hear, Miss Quinton ? — Is it possible you are in this place ?— 
And by what strange chance did you come to St. Patricio ?" 
At the same time, alighting from his horse, and giving the 
reins to a soldier who was in attendance ; he entered the 
cabin, — the old woman courtesying, as he crossed her thres- 
hold, and shouldering her axe, in imitation of a soldier pre- 
senting arms. Before he had time to present his respects to 
the young lady, the old matron opened her battery of con- 
gre.tulations. 

13* 
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<^ Sure honey," said she ; " you need not have been ao 
much afraid, knowing you had such an acquaintance in the 
army of them people. Being as how his honor, this here 
captain, is your friend, you should not have so much taken 
it to heart. Och, captain ! your honor ! had you but seen 
the swate crathur crying and wailing from share fright, it 
would have melted your heart. It would have made a four 
year ould cry !" 

Senor do Letinez paid but little attention to the old lady's 
address, and altogether engrossed by Miss Quinton's pre- 
sence, said to her, in a tone of deep respect, " What happi- 
ness for me to meet with you again, under circumstances 
which enable me to render you new services ! Oh ! be as- 
sured this is the greatest enjoyment I can possibly feel. Tliis 
moment alone amply repays mc for all the fatigues of the 
campaign, whether past or future." 

" Captain Letinez," replied Miss Quinton, in a tone, in 
which melancholy and playfulness were blended^ " there 
would be something peculiarly improper, in urging your suit 
in this place, and at this time, when we are altogether in the 
power of the military. 1 hope, therefore, you will not be 
less generous here, than you were at Matamoros, and con- 
tinue faithful to the promises you then made." 

" Any thing to please you, Miss Quinton," replied the cap- 
tain, ^' and to obtain your esteem. Yet, let me hope, that 
when this unnatural war is over, and all parties are recon- 
ciled, you will receive my addresses with more indulgence. 
Sorry as I am for the accident which brought you Either, 
still I cannot help giving thanks to heaven for nneeting with 
you again, and finding the opportunity of making a new ten- 
der of my services. All I am afraid of is, that I shall not 
long enjoy the pleasure of your comjiany, for, I believe, we 
are to march towards Goliad, in two or three days." 

" What a pity," returned the young lady, " that this un- 
happy contest cannot be terminated by pacific measures, and 
that so fair a country as this should be crimsoned by so much 
human blood ! My father, I am afraid, will be among the 
foremost, and, God knows, whether his courage will not 
carry him too far." 

To this the captain would have replied by words of conso- 
lation, but he was interrupted by a sergeant, who came to 
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ioform him that he was wanted by the general. He, of 
course, took his leave of the young lady, but not without 
earnestly recommending her to the care of her hostess, and 
promising to send a guard of soldiers, to protect the house 
against any attempt at pilfering, on the part of the military. 
He wished to afford Miss Quinton pecuniary aid, but dared 
not offer it himself, for fear of wounding her sensibility. In 
order, therefore, to relievo her, he had no sooner waited on 
the general, than he went to the parish priest's, and begged 
him to take charge of a sum of money, with instructions to 
give it to the old woman at whose house Miss Quinton lodged, 
for the young lady's benefit ; but to preserve the strictest se- 
crecy as to the giver, and rather let her believe that it pro- 
ceeded from Mistress Jordan's generosity, in order that her 
suspicions might not fall upon him. 

This clergyman, whom we have already introduced to our 
reader, under his own euphonic name of Supplegrowl, was 
not devoid of information, but was sadly deficient in common 
sense. He had travelled over a great part of the world, 
without finding any place fit for him, and had, as his last re- 
source, established himself in St. Patricio. With his supe- 
riors, he was awkwardly cringing, but with his inferiors, or 
those whom he thought so, exceedingly haughty, and he had, 
besides, the unfortunate knack of mistaking any mark of 
respect paid to him by unknown persons, for a token of in- 
feriority, and a willing acknowledgment of it on their part. 
As he had lived for a number of years, secluded from any 
thing like polished society, lording it over a nuttiber of Irish 
people, who used to tremble at Uie very^siglit of him; his 
self-conceit had so far got the better, of what little judgment 
nature had originally given him, that it bordered on folly, 
and had he exhibited his spiritual freaks in any other coun- 
try but the Texian wilderness, he would have been in no 
little danger of visiting a mad-house. 

When Captain Letinez, with all imaginable politeness, laid 
his request before him, our hollow brained friar conceived 
the idea that this species of charity was a cloak for some 
mystery, — ^being probably intended to conceal some amorous 
intrigue — and his delicacy, which, for one of his order, was 
rather squeamish, took the alarm. He began to moralize 
in broken Spanish, with Senor de Letinez, and in a harsh 
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style, and consequential air, represented to him the wicked- 
ness of military men ; and, moreover, manifested his indig- 
nation at the idea of our hero having sought to make him a 
go-between. 

The captain, whose love for Miss Quinton, was as pare as 
disinterested, felt roused to anger by ^e suspicions oi father 
Supplegrowl, and treated him so cavalierly,* that the clergy- 
man resolved to be revenged, and, for such purpose, had re- 
course to his spiritual weapons. Miscalculating the influence 
of his order, in Mexico — and as lofty as if he lived in the 
days of Gregory VII. — he bore himself with the greatest 
haughtiness. But he had reckoned without his host ; for, 
notwithstanding the respect which is still, externally paid, in 
that country, to religious ceremonies, the high classes realh 
entertain very little veneration for the clergy, whom it is even 
becoming a mark of hon ton to treat cavalierly. Father Sup- 
plegrowl found it so, much to his disappointment, as well as 
the great diversion of Urrea's staff*. 

The young officer had no sooner left the clergyman'i 
house, than the latter, full of holy wrath, trudged to uie geD- 
eral's to inform him that the majesty of the church having 
been offended in his person, it became hb painful duty to 
punish the guilty, and that, of course, he would, on the fol- 
lowing Sunday, proceed to the solemn excommunicatioD of 
Captain Letinez. ** I am," said he, in a doleful canting tone. 
<< very sorry to be thus obliged to cut off a guilty soul and 
deliver it up to Sathanas ; but it is in inieritum camis, Gen- 
eral, as St. Paul has it, and to the building up of the spirit. 
A door of entrance is always left to the repentant sinner, and 
as soon as the captain aforesaid will come to throw himself 
at my feet, I will be ready to receive him, as a tender father 
receiveth a penitent son, and reconcile him to the cfanrch. 
Do not believe that, in acting thus, I am carried away by my 
resentment against the culprit, for having insulted me. NOi 
it is out of pure zeal for Christian discipline, and merely for 
the discharge of my duty, I thus use the spiritual sword of 
St. Peter." 

This address, as may be imagined, surprised Urrea, as 
well as the superior officers, who surrounded him. Some 
thought father Supplegrowl was mad — others, quite indignuC 
at his impertinence, were for driving him out with igDominy » 
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bat one, who was a wag, after winking to his comrades, 
feigned to be frightened by his threats, and began to excuse 
Captain Letinez, and sue for mercy in his behsdf. 

Father Supplegrowi did not fail to imagine, from this, that 
bin menaces had produced the desired effect &nd to suppose 
that showing' iiim^lf inexorable would tend to enhance his 
dignity. He, of course, resisted these feigned applications 
for mercy ; until the wag, at last, bethought himself, in order 
to prolong the farce, to remind him that, before excommuni- 
cation, three canonical monitiongf on three different days, 
were required by the ecclesiastical law, and requested the 
clergyman to go through this form, m order to give bis friend 
time to repent and offer satisfaction. 

This was a request which father Supplegrowi could not 
refuse. In consequence, he consented, though with a bad 
grace, to go through the formality, and prepared to make the 
first monition instanter. The captain, however, was not 
present to receive the spiritual summons ; but the wag, who 
was carrying on the joke,> having given the wink to his com- 
rades, and the general, not unwilling to be amused, having 
granted his consent, by a cunning smile; he undertook to 
bring the culprit in presence of his ecclesiastical judge, and 
immediately went out to look for him. 

He soon met with the captain, but found some difficulty 
in engaging him to act his part in this strange frolic. By 
dint of importunity, however, he prevailed, and the culprit 
soon appeared before the assembled officers and father Sup- 
plegrowl. 

As soon as the latter perceived him at the door, he opened 
upon him, at the highest pitch of his voice, like a public crier, 
in the streets ; and thundered out his admonition, in broken 
Spanish, which we will translate into English. "In the 
name of the most Holy and undivided Trinity, I, an unworthy 
brother of the Dominican order, make known unto thee, 
Ambrosio de Letinez, before me corporally present, that, 
having received from thee, an insult, I have, as ecclesiastical 
judge of this parish, declared and decreed, that thou shalt be 
cut off from the bosom of the Holy, Catholic, Apostolic and 
Roman Church, by the sword of the greater excommunication ; 
unless thou come to resipiccence, by publicly asking pardon 
of me; and this thou shalt ' do, by appearing at the door of 
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the church and kDceling, bareheaded, before me^ holdii^ in 
thy hand a waxen torch (and take notice it nuist be lighled) 
without sword on thy side, or gloves on thy hands, and this 
doinff, thou shalt save thy own soul." 

After delivering this elegant formula of canonical elo* 
quence, father Supplegrowl bolted right off, with the greatest 
precipitation, for fear the captain should nmnifest his repen- 
tance on the spot, and prevent him from hurling his spintml 
thunderbolts. The whole company were so much tajoen by 
surprise, that it was sometime before they could recofer 
themselves sufficiently to enjoy the joke. They did so^ it 
last, and after a hearty laugh, wishing to improye the occt> 
sion of diverting themselves — so unexpectedly ofieied— in- 
sisted upon Captain Letinez going through the repentinf 
scene, in order to quizz the padre, but he absolutely refused, 
because he thought it would be carrying mockery too iar, and 
bordering on sacrilege. 

This was hardly over, when another Irish figure, quite v 
original in his kind, as father Supplegrowl, presented himself 
" craving" an interview with the general, in order to lay be. 
fore him a plan for the campaign, which, he said, he wooM 
permit him to use " whole, or in part," just as his Bzoei- 
lency would " most vouchsafe to think fit." As Urrea wm 
not acquainted with the English language, our hero was re- 
quested to serve as interpreter. 

The communications which this new applicant had to make 
were prefaced by a long tale of the many subjects of diagnt 
he had received from the government of the United Slatei, 
whereby he had been induced to leave <' that notum"— *^^iich, 
it was evident, from his tone and manner, he considered ai 
a tremendous misfortune inflicted upon them. Amoxig the 
grievances he enumerated were the pamphlets daily puUieb- 
ed against the Catholic Church, and the burning of the Unu- 
line nunnery in Boston ; whereby the chartered righli of 
Roman Catholics had been so grossly violated, that he ai> 
sured the general they would all emigrate to Texas, as soon 
as the Mexicans should effect the conquest. Ho had hioMelf 
come ahead, to help by his advice, for he possessed eomi' 
derable experience in the art of war, having served lader 
Wellington, in Spain ; and he doubted not of Santa Adds'i 
ultimate success, because the Mexicans were the cfaUdren 
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'< of the true church, with which Christ had promised to be, 
uQtil the end of the world — and that the gates of hell should 
not prevail against it," &c. &c. 

After such a preamble, of which we have given only the 
substance to our readers, sparing them the infliction of 
many texts of Scripture, as well as long complaints against 
the Orangemen of Ireland, he proceeded to unfold his 
military plan. It was much of a piece with the one that 
Buonapafle, in his memoirs, attributes to General Cartaux, 
at the siege of Toulon^ id est,) *^ to march in three divisions, 
fight the enemies and heat them," Bnt the most curi 
ous particular of his communication was the drawing of a 
pontoon of his invention, for crossing rivers. The boats 
were to be anchored sideways, as well as up stream, and 
he had provided a kind of wooden grate to stop the drift 
wood ! It was evident the man had seen a bridge of boats, 
somewhere, but had not well understood its use, for some of 
his ideas were predicated on the supposition of its being sta- 
tionary. Though Urrea could not penetrate all the absur- 
dity of the plan, thus offered to his acceptance, yet he was 
amazed at the man's assurance, and inquired what grade he 
had occupied in Wellington's army, to which our Irishman 
answered, drawing himself up to his full height, that he had 
been a Sergeant. 

Upon hearing this, a smile was exchanged by the officers 
who were present, and the General could not help telling 
them, '< I am afraid these people take us for «uch fools, as to 
fancy any thing will go down with us. We are too ready 
to give credit to foreigners for superior information, and this 
induces them to believe that the meanest among them can 
instruct us. Only think of a petty Sergeant of an European 
army drawing up a plan for a campaign, for soldiers he has 
never seen and whose language is unknown to him !— Santa 
Maria ! It requires the greatest patience to stand it." 

Though Urrea expressed himself in this wise, he did not 
give the man to understand what he thought of his plan, and 
mr from manifesting the contempt he entertained for his 
ideas, he, on the contrary, gave him hopes that he would 
examine them more carefully, when at leisure, and excused 
himself from so doing, at the present moment, under the pre- 
tence of a pressure of business. It often happens that the 
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concealing of an unpleasant truth, for fear of giving pain to 
those whom it may concern, is a real art of cruelty, and, by 
a necessary recoil, exposes the weak minded man, who thus 
indulges his cowardice at the expense of his sincerity to con- 
siderahle vexation. It is what befell General Urrea, in this 
instance. For not having had the resolution to tell the Irish- 
man what he thought of his plan, he induced him to conceive 
hopes of causing them to be admitted, made him lose fire 
months in useless attendance,, and brought upon. Hitm^ftlf the 
infliction of thirty, or forty importunate visits and praug 
explanations ; for, the ex-sergeant was one of the most aviiil 
bores ever sent forth by the river Shannon. 

The defect here alluded to, which proceeds from mental 
debility, is generally prevalent among the Mexican gentry, 
who have got a notion that it is a part of true politeness. 
They are excessive in demonstrations of cordiality and offers 
of service, even where they do not feel the least interest 
and will frequently insist with obstreperous violence, upoc 
the acceptance of favors, which they have not the remotest 
idea of conferring. 

Urrea made but a short stay at San Patricio, for, seeing 
with what carelessness and ignorance the portion of the 
Texian forces opposed to him acted, when on the defensive. 
he rightly judged that it would be easy to pursue his advan- 
tage. He had lefl the main body of his troops, with all his 
infantry, eight days' march behind, and had advanced ooly 
with one hundred men. Of these, he took forty eight with 
him, leaving the remainder to garrison the village, and went 
in pursuit of Dr. Grant, and his men, who were amusing 
themselves in collecting horses, and had scattered them- 
selves about, for that interesting purpose, at the very time they 
knew their enemy was advancing upon them in creat force. 

Dr. Grant was a gentleman distinguished for his liteniy 
acquirements, who, lor a number of years, had superioteDd- 
ed a manufacturing establishment, attempted on a gigantic 
scale, in the town of Parras, state of Cohahuila, by an emi- 
nent English banker. His employer had already spent im- 
mense sums in the undertaking, without realizing one single 
penny, and he began to suspect that this want of success was 
owing to the Doctor's mismanagement. Pretty certain of 
being superseded, the latter embraced the opportunitj of 
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leaving his stewardship with some eelaty and threw hiooself 
headlong into the party politics which, at tjiat time, divided 
the inhabitants of the north of Mexico, into two factions. 
When Texas declared herself independent, his name and 
s^^ding naturally gave him a certain weight in the western 
parts, and he was appointed to command a small body of 
troops, which was to act between St. Patricio and Goliad. 
He was, nevertheless, soon ferretted out, by Urrea, who had 
some secret spies among the Irish of St. Patricio, and in six 
days' timey the. Mexican general returned in triumph to that 
village ; Dr. Grant and. \na adventiirers having paid the for- 
feit of their folly ; but, in the meantime, an event had oc- 
curred which filled our hero's heart with grief. 

The general to whom he had been especially recommend- 
ed, and who, in consequence, wished to afford him occasions 
of distinguishing himself, took him along when he went in 
pursuit of Dr. Grant ; and the summons was so sudden and 
unexpected, that our hero had barely time to take leave of 
Miss Quinion, but without making any disposition to insure 
her safety during his absence. 

Immediately after his return, his first care was to visit old 
Mra* Jordan's house, but judge of bis'surprise, when he heard 
that Miss Quinton was gone, and that her father had sent for 
her. ^< Gone to her father's !" exclaimed he, in the utmost 
amazeinent. " It is impossible ! Her father did not know 
where she .was ; moreover, she^oould not have gone in that 
direction, without meeting with some of our scouts. No— 
This is an awkward invention ! An idle tale, set up to de- 
lude me ! But tell me where she is, for I will know. She 
cannot have fied from me ! Perhaps, she is the victim of 
some infamous plot, to bring her into danger. Woman, you 
jare a party to it— but do not dally with me, or play false, 
for you amXl dearly rue it. By all that is sacred in heaven 
and upon earth, if you have betrayed her, I will be revenged. 
Tell me, at once, where is she ; or by the living God," con- 
tinued he, with increased violence, and drawing his sword, 
« you might as well dally with the honor of my mother." 

The old woman, in spite of her masculine character, was 
frightened, and trembling like a leaf, replied, " SureVCap- 
tain, I don't know ! I don't know where she is. For h^ 
ven's sake, sir ! Though I were at this blessed moment, to 
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appare before Gk)d and St. Patrick, I could not tell you any 
more, your honor. You have it in your power to kill a poor 
lone woman, but my innocent blood will be upon your head, 
and upon her whom you love. I know she loves you also, 
but if you take away my life, she will execrate you. She 
will look upon you as a monster." 

• Fear sometimes renders the rudest people eloquent, and 
the old woman uttered these words with so much warmth, 
that the captain, ashamed of his own violence, put back his 
sword into its scabbard, and looked greatly confused ; while 
Mrs. Jordan, reassured by these pacific signs, resumed her 
familiar gossipping style. ''Two days aflher you were 
gone," said she, " there came three men, ridhing upon three 
horses, and ladhing a fourth one, that was a mare, by the 
bridhle, with a sidhe-saddle on her back for a woman to 
ridhe. They alighted before my house, and inquired if a 
young ladhy, precisely of the description of Miss Quintoo, 
was not lodged with me. I told them she was, your honor. 

* Well, then,* says one of the men, * we have a letther for 
her from her father.' Thereupon, Miss Quinton, who heard 
the whole conversation from within, came out to spake with 
the men, and when she read the letther, ' This is not my &- 
ther's handwrithing,' said she. ' No, Madham/ says the 
man. It was he that was spokesman, all the while, year 
honor, ' And so,' says he, ' your father could not writhe, 
bekase he was sick a-bed ; but he made the docthor that 
tcndhs him writhe the letther in his name, and he sent us to 
pilot you home, which we will do in all safethy, for we know 
all the bye-roadhs and secret paths, and are not afeard of 
the Indians, and we have got a pass from the Mexican gin- 
ral.' < But how did my father know that I was here V aayi 
Miss Quinton, for she was wary and prudent, your hoDor. 
' Och, Madham !' says the other, ' he was informed of it, and 
the story of your shipwreck, by one of the men, who was a 
sailor in the Lively Sally, when she was wrecked in Corpus 
Christi bay. It was Jim Rapeseed, who was the second 
mate. You remember him, no doubt. He procured a horse 
from a Mexican ranchero, and rodhe, in seven days, to Mr. 
Pierson's plantation, where your father is now staying. The 
old gentleman Is very low, Madham, not expected to lift, 
and is incessantly inquiring whether you are arrived.' 
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** Thereupon the youDg ladhy began to wape, your honor, 
at the idhea of her Other's d3aDg, and she said she would go 
with the men. Dare soul ! I told her how dangerous it was 
to venthure out, through them prairies and woodhs ; but all 
-would not do. She said she could not bear the idhea of her 
father's d3ang and her being absent. Happily for the dare 
crathur, I had half a keg of hard crackers and two good 
chazes, which I gave her, — ^though the men said she should 
want for nothing, in the way. They took the chazes^ for all 
that. Bad luck to them ! They will do Miss Quinton but 
little goody I am afeard." 

'^ And did she go in company with men she was not ac- 
quainted with ?" exclaimed Captain Letinez, with the bitter- 
est sorrow painted on his countenance. " An unprotected 
female. All alone ! Good God ! what an imprudence !" 

*^ Och, your honor, I told her it was a monsthrous cruel 
thing thus to travel that long route, on horseback ; but she 
would not be. ad vised, and said neither dangers, nor fatigue 
should detain her. She kept waping and sobbing and saying 
she must see her father, before. his death ; and see him she 
would. But, sure, captain, she is in no dhanger from them 
men. They all spake English, your honor. I will warrant 
you they are Americans. The loike of them is not going to 
injure a lone woman ! 'Tis not as with Mexicans, captain ; 
but, may be, you don't know the difference." 

" Tut, tut ; — do not tell me about your Americans," inter- 
rupted the captain ; " a parcel of robbers and outlaws !— 
Oh, heavens ! whither have they carried her ? But this 
must be some deeply laid scheme of villany. I must to the 
general, beg a company of soldiers, and instantly go in pur- 
suit of the wretches." 

So paying, he left Mrs. Jordan's house with precipitation, 
but had not proceeded a hundred yards, when he was met by 
father Supplegrowl, who had been on the look out for him, in 
order to pounce upon him with his second canonical admonu 
turn. During the few days of the captain's absence, he had 
been on thorns, for fear he should pass into another parish, 
and thus elude his jurisdiction. As soon, therefore, as he 
was informed of his return,, he hastened to execute what he 
termed <^ a painful duty." He could not have selected a 
more inauspicious moment, the captain being wrought up to 
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the highest pitch of exasperation, and breathii^ Oothkic Iml 
vengeance against the villains who had carried <^ Hi« 
Quinton. 

Father Supplegrowl, therefore, had no sooner drawn n 
and begun to utter the above quoted formula, ** In the name of 
the most Holy and undivided Trinity ;" &c« than Captain Le- 
tinez, seizing him by the collar of his coat, and giving him a 
vigorous shake; exclaimed, <^ Father Supplegrowl, firtber 
Supplefool, — ^I am not now in humor to cairy on a joke. I 
would be sorry to strike a clergyman ; but, henceforth, lib 
care how you cross my path." So saying, he pushed Un 
off with so much violence that he sent him reeling to twehe 
paces distance. 

From what our reader has been told, touching this fiiar'i 
temper, he might be inclined to think tbat after being tfao 
handled by our hero, he would have displayed against hio 
all the terrors of the canon law ; but the fact is that he cooled 
oflT, as if by enchantment. Father Supplegrowl was a spint- 
ual bully, and, for such people, there is an anodyne virtoe 
in the argumenbum haculinum, which nothing else can sopply' 
He peaceably withdrew to his own house, and, Ib tc^en of 
forgiveness, indited a letter to the Greneral, by which be 
begged him to act as mediator, between the captain and hiiD> 
self. 

In the meantime, our hero, having obtained a suffident 
number of soldiers from Greneral Urrea, began the pursuit 
of the wretches, who had deceived Miss Quinton. He en- 
gaged three rancheros, from the vicinity — a class of people 
so skilful in tracing, by the prints of the horses' feet, the 
direction of any one who has preceded them on a road, tbit, 
in some cases, their success appears almost supernaturt). 
These skilful pilots ^ after carefully examining the shape of 
tho horse-shoes, the marks of which were still perceivable 
about Mrs. Jordan's premises ; declared they were not of 
Mexican manufacture, and the animals were, probably, 
strangers to that part of the country. 

The foot prints led them to about twenty leagues east of 
San Patricio, where they bivouacked the first night, near a 
large marsh, which those they were in pursuit of seemed to 
have crossed. There they were afraid to lose the seeirf; 
but one of the party, being of opinion that this had been dose 
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by way of stratagem, the whole company spread themselves 
about, following the banks of the la^unay and looking for the 
trcLcky which they found again, and in such a spot, as was an 
evidence of design on the part of the fugitives. 

The latter, af[er wading through the marsh, the distance 
of half a league, had retraced their steps,' and taken ^ wes- 
terly direction ; crossing a frightful thicket of prickly pear, 
hj which both . horses and riders must have sufiered cruelly, 
daptain Letinez's heart bled within himself, when, upon an 
inspection of the road they had held, he saw to what sufferings 
Miss Quinton must have been exposed, and the desire of 
aven^ng her wrongs was a new incitement to hasten his 
march. 

The guides led briskly on— animated by the promise of a 
considerable reward, in case they should make any disco- 
very ; — ^but wheA they reached the river Nuecesi again, the 
captain began to despair of success, and told them they must 
be mistaken. They still insisted that they were on the track 
and that those they were in pursuit of had "certainly crossed 
the river. 

14* 
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CHAPTER XV. 

The best of pasdons once profaned ' 
To foulest deeds, resistless, will impdL 
The human heart. 

TU Ve9tal,a 



How repugnant soever our hero might be to beliefehb 
guides, knowing he was now near St. Patricio, he thought it 
prudent to accompany them, until they should give up ths 
undertaking of their own accord. They all crossed the m> 
er, therefore, and following its ri^t bank, down the streuoB, 
soon arrived at Lepantitlan. This was a fort the Meacin 
government had built, about two miles from St. Pfttrieio, in 
order to protect the colonists, and of which the Texians hd 
taken possession, at the same time they occupied the Irish 
village. Before the gate, which was closed — ttiough the ibit 
seemed abandoned — the guides stopped ; declaring that tbe 
young lady must be secreted within. The assertion appear* 
ed extravagant, and Captain Letinez was on the point of giv- 
ing up the search in despair ; but the rancheroa were to 
positive, that he, at last, consented to demand admittance. 
In consequence, they repeatedly knocked at the gate, hut r^ 
ceived no answer. He knew that the place, after having 
been retaken upon the Texians, had not been garrisoned by 
Urrca ; oif course, he could not account for the portal being 
so scrupulously locked inside. 

Seeing, af\er repeated efforts, that nobody heeded their 
summons, they forced the entrance, and the guides had no 
sooner crossed the threshold, than they declared they could 
discover the same marks by which they had been, till then, 
directed. This considerably raised the hopes of our hero, 
who, now, began to visit the buildings. A strong log house, 
of large dimensions, which had been used as barracks, was 
in a sad state of dilapidation ; yet it seemed, from the relict 
of a late carousal, to have been the resort of some convifiBl 
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tarty. This discovery increased the ardor of the search, and 
oon after, one of the rancheros espied a roan soflly stealing 
>Ter the palisade ; whereupon he raised the hue and cry, and 
tarted in pursuit of the fugitive. 

The^ fellow was, nevertheless, too nimhle for his pursuer, 
mi, at one single leap, from the top of the stockade, cleared 
he ditch that ' ran round the Vort, and made for the thick 
[rove, on the margin of the river ; where he succeeded in 
loncealing himself, before the captain's men could come 
ound by the gate, and intercept bis flight. Some of the 
»arty continued the* chase, while others, among whom was 
(ur hero, returned to the fort, to pursue their researches. 
They tried to enter a small building, which had been used as 
k powder magazine ; but found it locked. As they shook 
he door, they were startled by hearing some faint moans, 
>r^)ceeding from the interior ; whereupon, one of the ranche- 
*os exclaimed, " Aqui esta, aqid la tenemos /" (here she is) 
* Animo, eeiwres! we have succeeded." 

Captain Letinez, nearly delirious with joy, called out to 
)A\b3 Quinton, from whom he was sure the wailing moans 
jroceeded ; that it was himself, who had traced her to her 
)lace of imprisonment, and come to set her free, and begged 
ler not to be frightened, if they should break open the dbor. 
^.n exclamation of joy, followed by loud sobs, informed him 
;hat those good tidings had reached her ears. He found, 
lowever, considerable difficulty in effecting his purpose. The 
ioor was strong, covered with thick plates of iron, and stud- 
ied with large nails. In vain they tried to raise it off its 
tiinges, by means of a long lever ; or to break it, by repeated 
knocks, with a large beam of timber : their efforts proved 
useless, and after an hour's severe labor, it still remained 
fast on its hinges, and precluded all entrance. The young 
lady, from within, encouraged them, with a faint voice, and 
suggested the idea of getting in, by the roof, in case they 
should not be able to break open the door. 

" By the Virgin de los Dolores, she is right," exclaimed 
one of the rancheros ; " and it is a shame for us, not to have 
thought of it. The roof is strongly terraced ; but, for all 
that, I will soon dig a hole through it. Here, Juan Doles, 
let me climb on thy shoulders, man : — now, hand me that 
sharp ebony handspike, and let one or two more get up here 
to help me." 
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No sooner said than done. In less than half an hour, a 
portion of the roof was off, — ^yet, as the youns lady would 
not consent to be lifled up through this sky-bole^ they con- 
tinued their work till they had made a gap in the wall, — 
which was no difficult task — the stones, though massy, beiiig 
badly cemented, and, of course, easily removed, when once 
the superstratum of the roof was thrown down. 

At last. Miss Quinton came out of her prison, but almost 
fainting, and nearly as weak as when she was first rescued 
from the hands of the Comanches. The first words she ut- 
tered were addressed to her lover, " Blame me not. Captain 
Letinez," said she, "I was unworthily deceived. Alas, 
I was made to believe that my father was dying ! I wu 
told he earnestly desired to see me and had sent for me. 
Could I, then, listen to pusillanimous suspicions and remain 
unconcerned ?" 

^^ I know it," replied the captain, " Mrs. Jordan has given 
me a faithful account. But tell me, my dear Miss Quintoo, 
who was the author of this infamous deception ? — ^I need 
not inquire about the vile motives by which he was im- 
pelled." 

" Indeed, captain," returned Miss Quinton, '< the man ii a 
Mexican, to all certainty, and an officer of high rank, if I 
may judge by his military costume, but I do not know his 
name. After leaving St. Patricio, I was made to travel two 
days, till we came to a large marsh, through which we 
waded. Then crossing the most frightful thicket of prickly 
pear, I ever saw, in two days more, we reached this plaoe, 
which my guide made me believe was a Texian fort, and 
that we should remain here, till a carriage should come for 
me. In about three hours' time, there arrived, instead of a 
carriage, the officer already mentioned. He spoke English 
very imperfectly, but sufficiently to make the vilest propo- 
sals ; confessing that he was the author of my abduction, and 
that I was in the hands of persons entirely devoted to him. 
I treated him with all the contempt and execration he de- 
served, and irritated to the last degree by my reproaches, he 
caused me to be shut up in the loathsome dungeon whence 
you have just freed me. Since I have been imprisoned in 
it, he has himself come twice to bring me food, and has re- 
newed his efforts to shake my resolution." 
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** It moit then be some one of the principal officers of the 
southern division of the army," resumed the captain, " for 
YOU are here in the old fort of Lepantitlan, about three quar- 
^rs of a league from St. Patricio. But where could he pre- 
idously have seen you, and who are the men of whose help 
tie- has availed himself to execute his eicecrable purpose ?— 
Mrs. Jordan told me they spoke English perfectly well, and 
she took them for Texians." 

** The wretched man must have seen me, at the chapel, in 
3an Patricio— on the Sunday when I accompanied Mrs. Jor- 
idn to mass," replied Miss QuintonJ " As for the agents of 
[lis villai^, two of them, if I can judge from their pronunci- 
ition, are Scotchmen, and the third one struck me as having 
lome of the peculiarities of the colored race of Louisiana, 
^t all events, he knows French and speaks it as Creoles do, 
—but where my persecutor found them passes my compre- 
lension." 

** Oh," returned the captain, " there are so many adven- 
;urers following our army, in order to partake of the spoils, 
n case of success, that it is not difficult to account for his 
inding such vile tools, quite at hand. But what are we to 
io, now^ that you are free ? — ^It is difficult, or rather impos- 
sible, to provide against the snares of a powerful and secret 
memy, and by returning to San Patricio, you will be exposed 
o new persecutions. Could I be continually present, to 
^atch over your safety, there would be no great danger ; 
>ut we are shortly to march towards Labahia, and the Irish 
rillage will be left unprotected. Resolve, Miss Quinton, — 
jvhat are we to do ?" 

" Al€is !" said she, " I see no alternative. Surely, you do 
lot wish me to follow your army ?" 

" Dear Miss Quinton," resumed the captain, " I am aware 
it would look improper, if we were in ordinary circum- 
stances, but reflect that necessity ha^ no law. There are 
some of our officers' wives, who are women of virtue, stand- 
Dg, and good breeding, and have female servants with them. 
!iiight you not, without any great breach of propriety, travel 
n company with some of them,' until we reach the Brazos ; 
Rrhen a flag of truce shall be sent to the enemy, and you 
ihall be conveyed to your friends, in all honor and safety." 

<' Indeed," returned Miss Quinton, '<I cannot do sol the 
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ladies you speak of may be very hooorabley but their ways 
and customs differ so much from what I have been used to, 
that I cannot help thinking they border upon licentiouaiiesB. 
I do not, however, condemn them. Every country has its 
peculiar sense of propriety. But familiarity with them I 
would consider like a committing of my own principles. Bet- 
ter for me to return to my good-natured hostess, and vait 
until the campaign is more advanced." 

<< Well, then," said the captain, " since such is your reso- 
lution, we may begin our march for St. Patricio^ immedi- 
ately. We have found here, a side-saddle, probably the 
same on which you rode, when you led the villagey and if 
you feel yourself sufficiently strong to lide, we will leave 
this wretched abode." 

Miss Quinton having given her consent, every thing vm 
quickly made ready, and they set out for St. Patricio. Tbe 
three men who had gone in pursuit of the young lady's jailer, 
returned as the rest of the party were leaving the fort, and 
informed them, that the villain, afler leading them a race of 
two miles up the river, had, at length, escaped, by swinuning 
over to the opposite side, and mounting a horse, which, it 
seems, was ready at that place, having been left hobbled, ia 
case he were wanted. Sadly did Captain Letines regret 
that they had not taken him, for ^he bad expected to dis- 
cover by his means the author of the outrage against Mia 
Qajpton. 

In about three quarters of an hour, they got to the Imh 
village, where old Mrs. Jordan was delighted to see Wm 
Quinton in the middle of the cavalcade, which stopped be* 
fore her door. << Och, och !" did she exclaim, '' what aUeti- 
ing, honey, that you are found again. By my troth, niy 
jewel, the dare captain would have gone beside himself, I 
think ! But you are welcome home, for I declare to goodh- 
ness, I have been in the fidgets, ever since you went away. 
Them prairies are so dangerous to travel through ! They 
arc full of pairUerSy honey. And the sarpents ! The imtlle- 
snakes, black vipers, and mocasins, besides the scorpioni^ 
that crape about the grass, and are so apt to get among the 
bed clothes at night ! And the tarentulas ! Och» we hafB 
none of them things in ould Ireland, blessed be St. Patrick 
for it ! Ah, faith, he fixed them crathures ! With his crook 
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he droye them all into the say ! But alight, honey, you must 
be fati^ed and hungry. And how did you like ther two 
chazes I gave you, and the crackers ? But I dare say you 
hardly tasted them, and them monsthrous crathures who car- 
ried you off, ate the best share of them." 

Miss Quinton was soon established again in the little room 
which she had previously occupied, and her lover obtained 
leave from General Urrea, to place a guard of two soldiers 
at the old woman's door, in order to watch over the young 
lady's safety. He also, made his utmost efforts to discover 
who could have been guilty of her abduction, but the gene- 
ral showed a considerable degree of unwillingness to favor 
hi8^ researches. " It can be no other," said he, " than some 
one of the superior officers, and if discovered, it might be 
dangerous to attempt punishing him. During a campaign 
as arduous as the one we have undertaken, it is impossible 
to prevent every misdemeanor of the kind. It is one of the 
sad consequences of war, that many acts of licentiousness, 
which, in time of peace, would be severely punished, must 
be suffered to pass by unnoticed." 

TRiis was but a poor satisfaction for Captain Letinez ; but, 
as he had no ineans of obtaining redress, he was obliged to 
put up with it. About a week after this occurrence. General 
Urrea began his march towards Labahia, otherwise called 
Groliad. There was, on his way, a considerable settlement 
of foreigners, chiefly Irish, at a village bearing the quaint 
name of Mission del Refugio ; of which a party of Texians, 
commanded by one Captain King, had taken possession, and 
whence the Mexican commander judged it necessary to dis- 
lodge them. Por that purpose, he detached a portion of his 
troops, who fell in with Captain King's men, about ten miles 
below the village, whither he had sent a division of the small 
corps under his command, and drove them back towards the 
Mission. King and his men fought with various success, 
until the whole of the Mexican army having come up, many 
of the Texians, seeing their retreat cut off, surrendered as 
prisoners of war, and others were so lucky as to make their 
escape. Among the latter was Coloned Ward, who fortified 
himself in the church of the village, and defended himself 
throughout the day, until Urrea at nightfall, having begun 
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to batter the buildine with a piece of artiUerf ; the beneged 
surrendered, as the former had :done« 

Some of them, however, refusing to trust their ibea» muds 
their escape, while those who became prisoneTS of ww had lo 
reason- to anticipate what a dreadful flUe wa* roMnrad ibr 
them, as they were treated with a kind of rnnnloffinrw ua* 
usual in border warfare. 

Afler taking the Mission, the forces wlueh' bad beoioo 
that service advanced, full of animation^ towards Goli^ 
which. Fanning-— whose conduct was, throughout the oofltoH, 
wavering and imprudent — resolved to abandon. The Mtt 
day, at an early hour, he began his ill-starred retreat, lbs 
sick and baggage were piled up in Mexican carts, dramkf 
oxen, as well as the cannon, and many of tbe dnfenb.aot 
understanding English ; or, more probably, im^ljjB^ ,t 
the Mexican cause, managed the animals in sueli a 
that they ran about, in the utmost confusion. The 
being thus retarded, Urrea had time to come up with Fkfr 
ning, and found him in the middle of a plain, intMtebedl^ 
hind some wagons. 

The Texian commander had neither knowledge ta |^ 
nor discretion to retreat, for there was a large wood^ lit 
short distance, on his rear, in which it would' have baeaiHf 
for him to fortify himself in an inexpugnable manner, ft 
neglected altogether the chances of esci^ which this 
have afforded, and yet did not avail himself .of hii 
ty in point of numbers and artillery, to make his 
good. 

Urrea, on the other hand, showed very little V 
tion and fbol hardiness, for he advanced to the aHvk ^ 
Fanning's intrenched camp, with so scanW a sup|ilj of •» 
munition, that, shortly afler dusk, his solmers were okM 
to suspend their fire for want of cartridges. He had hft hi 
materiel a great distance behind, and had the TejdansattHk> 
ed him, at this critical moment, and improved the 
his total discomfiture would have been tiie inevitidife 
But Fanning kept himself quiet, within his camm 
Mexican, commanding his soldiers to lie flat on ttajMSi 
amused the Texians by feigned demonstratiooa^ wSih M 
made with his music and drums, in various d' 
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iieir intrenchmenta, thus gaining time to send foir his ammu- 
nition and two pieces of cannon. 

Haying suffered the precious occasion to escape, Fanning, 
¥hen attacked, the following morning, by all the troops of 
Jrrea, surrendered with a facility which could be atoned for 
>nly l^ the fortitude and sang froid with which he met a bar- 
barous and unjust death. 

As it is not, however, our object to expatiate, in this place, 
m the horrors of the violation of Fanning's capitulation, we 
)eg to be excused, if we cursorily run over the surrender of 
lis corps, to return to Captain Letinez's private affairs. 
(Vhen he saw the Telians capitulating, though possessing 
3very means of resistance, he could not help, in his heart, 
iGCusing them of cowardice. He knew the orders to refuse 
quarter to every one taken with arms in his hands were pe- 
remptory, but he had not the least suspicion they would be 
3Dfbrced against such as surrendered, and, in consequence, 
put themselves out of that category — much less could he an- 
ticipate that a solemn capitulation, granted and signed with 
iue reflection, would be violated in a memner which has no 
precedent in modern warfare. Of course, he felt no uneasi- 
ness about the prisoners' fate, and availed himself of his 
knowledge of the English language, to mix among them, and 
become acquainted with their officers. He chiefly remarked 
9L middle aged man, of good appearance — though seemingly 
oppressed by sorrow — whom he heard some one call by the 
name of Major Quinton. It immediately occurred to him 
that he might be a relation of the young lady to whom he had 
become attached in the manner already related, and he soon 
discovered that he was her father. Drawing near to him, 
therefore, he introduced himself with that proper degree of 
civility, which a courteous victor never forgets with a van- 
quished enemy, and said, " I rejoice, sir, that it is in my power 
to alleviate the chagrin you must naturally feel, in finding 
yourself a prisoner, by imparting to you the most happy 
news." 

" Alas, sir !" sadly returned the major, " what happy news 
can you announce to a man who has lost all. Property and 
child ! All is gone, and now, I am myself a prisoner." 
" But, sir," resumed the captain, "it is about your daugh- 
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" My daughter ! — ^What of her ? — Oh, do you know any 
thing about her ? — For God's sake, tell me immediately," 
replied the major, taking hold of Captain Letinez's hands, 
and pressing them to his bosom, with an ardor which brought 
tears to his eyes. " Do you know where she is ?" 

" She is safe and in good health," returned the captain ; 
"but be master of yourself — moderate your excitement 
Miss Quinton is not far from this place, yet I doubt whether 
I should communicate what you seem, in your present statei 
hardly able to bear." 

" Able to bear !" resumed the major ; " oh, for the sake 
of humanity, tell me all. Uncertainty is beyond my powers 
of endurance. Proceed, young gentleman, proceed, — ^in the 
name of heaven ! — ^where is my daughter ? — where la my 
child ?" 

" Well, sir," replied our hero, " Miss Quinton, as I have 
already told you, is in a place of safety. Having casually 
fallen in with the party of Comanches who were carryins b^ 
off, I had the happiness of becoming the instrument of her 
deliverance.". Thereupon, he gave the major a brief history 
of the young lady's journey to Matamoros, of her embaica- 
tion and subsequent shipwreck, as well as of her landing at 
San Patricio ; which, in order not to go twice over the same 
talc, we will abstain from repeating. Be it sufficient to stale 
that the father, delighted at the idea that his daughter waa 
safe, and not far from him, manifested to Captain Letinex, 
his gratitude, by the most lively and sincere expressions. 

The latter, anxious to show to the major all the civility in 
his power, and desirous he should be treated with more iiiaul- 
gence than the oilier prisoners,- went to the general and beg- 
ged permission to take him immediately to his tent ; kiying 
before Urrca, in a candid maimer, the motives by which he 
was actuated. But, notwithstanding the great influence he 
possessed over the general's mind, he found no small diffi- 
culty in obtaining leave. Urrea believed, or affected to be. 
lievc, that it might displease the commander-in-chief. The 
captain, nevertheless, was so importunate that he carried his 
point, and Major Quinton found in his tent the refreshmenii 
Ik; stood so much in need of, and part of his own clothes and 
linen, which had been pillaged by the lancers, but which 
Senor de Letinez had redeemed at his own expense. 
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Sereral other officers availed themselves of the example 
set them by our hero, to show civilities to certain prisoners, 
with whom they happened to have been previously acquainted. 
The ifnost moving instance was that of a young lieutenant of 
caxadores, who found, among the Texians, a dear friend, with 
whom he. had received his education at a Catholic college, in 
the west of the United States. This officer was named Ma- 
rinez. He had no sooner cast his eyes upon young Brashears, 
than he rushed towards him and tenderly locking him in his 
arms, exclaimed, in his native language, " oh, my dear friend ! 
Is it possible we have been arrayed in arms against each 
other, and I have been exposed to the danger of piercing the 
bosom of the man who saved my life ! Cursed be war, with 
the arts and ambition of politicians ! Hadst thou perished, I 
would not have survived thee, my. Brashears; but now thou 
art safe. With thee I will divide the bread I eat and the 
narrow tent under which I sleep. Dost thou remember the 
day when thou savedst my life, by exposing thine, when I 
was on the point of being drowned in tbe Ohio river ? Oh, 
what happiness, to meet with thee again !" While Marinez 
was thus addressing his' friend, he could not refrain from 
tears, and though this flow of gratitude was rather a strange 
spectacle for the Texians, and seemed to them to border on 
tne ridiculous ; the Mexicans manifested by their looks, that 
they respected the feelings by which it was prompted, though 
evinced towards an heretic ; for (to do them justice) in spite 
of the many vices that sully their character, they reverence 
and practise the virtue of gratitude to a degree which might 
put to the blush nations far more advahced than they in the 
path of civilization. 

After receiving the necessaiy permission from his superior 
officers, Marinez led away his friend, and along with him 
another young man, of the name of Duval, from whom Bras- 
hears refused to be separated, and treated them with all the 
tenderness the strongest friendship can inspire. 

We do not, however, intend to dwell on the interest which 
might be derived from this episode, but return in haste to our 
main story, in order to show to our readers Major Quinton, 
in Captain Letinez's tent, in close deliberation with him, on 
the practicability of sending for his daughter. << And she 
is in St. Patricio, you say, Captain ;— only seventy miles 
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from this place V did he exclaim. " We must send for her 
immediately, unless you can obtain leave for me to ffo to St 
Patricio. I must see her, and relieve the painful anzielj 
which she must feel on my account." 

" It would be impossible to obtain leave for you to go," 
resumed Senor de Letinez. '< From our Greneral'a preaent 
temper, the mere proposal would appear to him fraught with 
absurdity. Nothing remains, therefore, but to send for Miss 
Quinton. She will not refuse to come, when informed thit 
you are here. Captain Alveurez, a friend of mine, has a eig 
for the use of his lady : — ^I will obtain the loan of it, and 1 
do not despair to prevail on Mrs. Alvarez herself, to go for 
your daughter. I know she took a great interest in her, and 
she is obliging, even to a degree bordering on enthusiasD. 
Write a letter for Miss Quinton, while I am going to bespeak 
my friend's gig, and you will soon have the pleasure of em- 
bracing her." 

" Well, my dear friend," replied the Major, " I am going 
to write." Thereupon the captain leaving him, went out 
to look for Alvarez ; but, in the meantime, certain deliben- 
tions of dreadful import were going on, among the principtl 
officers of Urrea's corps. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

If the assassination 
Could trammel upon the consequences and catch. 
With surcease, success ; that but this blow 
Might be the be-all and the end.all here, 
But here, upon this bank and shoal of time, — 
We'd jump the life to come. But in these cases. 
We still have judg^ient here ; that we but teach 
Bloody instructions, which being taught, return 
To plague the inventor : this even^anded justice 
Commends the ingredients of our poisoned chaUces 
To our own lips. 

Machethy Act L Scene VIL 

Under a Iqirge marquee, seven officers of high rank were 
sitting, in various attitudes, upon trunks containing the gen- 
eral's baggage, while he lay himself half reclined on his 
camp-bed, smokfng a cigar rito. Though apparently in a 
-iiiood of great .listlessness, there was a sombre look spread 
over bis countenance, which indicated that highly unpleasant 
thoughts occupied his mind. " By the Virgin de los Heme- 
dioSyQ'') exclaimed he, addressing a middle aged man, who 
was sitting at the foot of the bed, " all this embarrassment 
arises from your having granted them such advantageous 
terms." 

" Indeed," replied thq officer, thus addressed, " I cannot 
be blamed, without your excellency participating in it ; for 
you sa'^ the articles and approved of them. I acted only as 
your dd^uty." 

" Oh, I saw the articles ! — To be sure, I did," resumed 
Urrea. " But my intention was merely to take the birds in, 
(agarrar los pajaros,) — I wanted to prevent the effiision of 
Mexican blood. Those devils were so curiously intrenched 
witlKa row of wagons, that our cavalry could not open a way 
to itself: — ^You know, we tried it, — and to be thundering at 
them, from afar, with our artillery, was a lengthy work and 
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a great waste of gunpowder. Besides, I did not like to ex- 
pose ourselves to the chances which might have turned up 
in favor of the confounded rascals, had we refused them 
terms, and rendered them desperate. But now, what are 
we to do ? — ^Major Farialega, have you seen Fanning, and 
informed him of what I said ?" 

*^ I have had an interview with him,'' answered Farialega. 
" He maintains his right to he treated like a prisoner of war, 
according to the uses and laws of civilized nations^ and says, 
that, whatever he the point of view under which the Mexi- 
can government looks upon the Texians, a capitulatioD is 
like a solemn treaty, and that the terms granted them cannot 
he violated, without a hreach of faith, which will leave ao 
everlasting stigma upon any Mexican general who shall be 
guilty of such an enormity." 

" Voto a dios !" exclaimed Urrea, interrupting him, " a 
solemn treaty with a parcel of rebels, and- ungrateful colo- 
nists ! — ^They are no nation and have no right to be treated 
like one." 

" Certainly, they are no nation," replied Farialega, " bin 
still, they are men." 

" Men ! confound them," returned Urrea, " a parcel «' 
heretics, who want to introduce Protestantism into the re- 
public ! — If they were Christians, they might have some plea. 

but, as things are However, gentlemen, let every 

one of you openly say what he thinks. I have convoked yoU| 
in order to get your advice. You, Colonel Bebe-Sangie, 
what is your opinion ?" 

^* Oh, my opinion is soon expressed, and my advice sooo 
given," said Bcbe-Sangre. " They are rebels, taken with 
arms in their hands, and the Senor Presidente's orders an? 
express. The sooner they are made away with, the better. 
Provisions are growing scarce with us, and what is the use 
of allowing them to consume a portion of them to no pur- 
pose ?" 

" And you, Don Prudcntc Mira-lcjos," interrupted Urrea. 
" what do vou sav ?" 

" I'ur my part," answered the officer thus appealed to, 
*^if I urn fro(; tu express what T think, 1 must say this appears 
a wcijility allUir, which should be viewed in all its bearings, 
if we treat our prisoners in the manner Seiior Bebe-Sangre 
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seems to wish, we expose ourselves to retaliation, in case any 
misfortune befall our army. Grentlemen may consider the 
success we have obtained with too partial an eye. In my 
poor judgment, it is not decisive. I have had some acquain- 
timce with the Anglo-Americans. They are cold and apa- 
thetic, but, by no means, cowardly. It always takes two, or 
three defeats to put them in motion and warm their blood. 
They lose ground in the beginning of every war, but triumph 
in the end. You may be sure that, after our two victories, 
we are in greater danger than ever. As to this Fanning, 
you are undoubtedly aware he is no deacon of his trade, 
otherwise he would have remained in the fort of Groliad, and 
sustained a siege. It would have taken us at least six weeks 
to force him to surrender." 

" Well, now, hush, Miralejos !" interrupted Urrea. <* Did 
I not consider the^ as more crazy than Fanning, I would be 
angry with thee. Two victories brought us into greater 
danger than we were in before ! Santo Dios ! What art 
thou saying, man ? Thinkest thou we are in the season of 
Games tollendas (shrove-tide) to play the buffoon ?" 

<^ May it please your Excellency, I am rather afraid 
we are near passion-week," replied Miralejos, with some 
asperity. 

^* Gentlemen," resumed the general, " our consultation 
wUl never come to an end, if it degenerate into an alterca- 
tion, and the two bottles of choice Burgundy, which are 
cooling for us in the jarro,* will lose their relish, if we *drink 
them after exciting feelings of bitterness amongst us. Come, 
Milagros, tell, us what you think. You, who are my aid-de- 
carap, will be of my opinion, I know." 

In spite of this broad hint, Milagros took the liberty of 
differing from his general. " I could not think," said he, 
" of putting them to death, according to the President's or- 
ders, even if they had surrendered at discretion, but that was 
not the case. They laid down their arms on certain speci- 
fied conditions, and if we violate them, we trample upon our 
military honoi' — we defile our glory. There is but one line 
of conduct for me — it is the line of duty ! Here, however, 
expediency persuades us to the same course ; for if we treat 

- * Earthen jar. 



176 AMBROSIO BE LETINBZ. 

them mildly, and keep faith with them, it will induce others 
to surrender, and Texas will soon be clear of them." 

'' You have perfectly well expressed my sentiments," said 
Colonel Mascana, addressing Milagros, <^ and since the gene- 
ral Icfl it to the majority, I believe his Excellency may now 
be satisfied." 

<< So I am, gentlemen," interrupted Urrea, with a forced 
smile ; '^ I am quite satisfied that you are nearly all for 
throwing the responsibility upon me in the eyes of the world. 
You know the President's orders strictly forbid giving quar- 
ter to any of the rebels taken arms in hand, and still yoa 
are afraid to vote for their execution. But if you wash year 
hands of it, so do I. Urrea is something of a fox, I assure 
you. I will not act by myself in this business^— Now the 
consultation is over, gentlemen ; but let us have the wioe. 
Here, boy — Pedro ! Bring drinking glasses, and .the two bot- 
tles of Burgundy which are in the jarro. I drink to you, 
gentlemen of the staff. By the Holy Cross of Queretaro,(") 
this is excellent ! What a taste ! It is superior to the best 
champaign I ever sipped. Well, thanks to Fanning's offi- 
cers ! They have taken good care to provide for us. Wcffl'i 
you take a bit of this Bologna saussage ? Won't you taste 
these French sardines^ or this 'paU de trufies ? Long live 
Texas, I say ! We found no such dainties after the battle of 
Zacatecas,(^^) though our President found ore enough, and ia- 
demnified himself tolerably well for the advances he had 
made, in order to buy over the partizans of poor Farias." 

The wine was drunk, and the ofRcers who had assisted 
at this strange consultation departed, except an intimate 
counsellor of the general, with whom he held the following 
dialogue. *^ I am sadly disappointed. This cursed coo- 
sultation, to whicli you advised me to have recourse, does not 
turn out as well as we expected. Had they all voted liio 
Bebe-Sangre, they would have taken the odium of the job off 
my shoulders ; but now, what shall we do ? The articles erf 
Fanning's capitulation, or surrender, or whatever it may be 
called, arc public ; and / was the fool who published them, 
and sent a copy to Matamoros ! On the other hand, Santa 
Anna's urdors are too strict to be trifled with. I know his 
temper. One might as wull dally with an African hyena, as 
to attempt sootliiug his mind. It were as much as my head 
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is worth, or, at least, my post. By the Virgin of Gruadelupe, 
I am well nigh bewildered ! What am I to do V 

*' I will teU you," replied the other, " send a courier to 
Santa Anna, to consult him. You know, 4>eforehand, what 
will be his answer ; but you can be absent when the messen- 
ger returns." 

<^ An admirable idea !" exclaimed Urrea. " Tliis is well 
contrived. It extricates me from all my difficulties. But 
whbm shall we find to execute the job ? — It is a cursed dirty 
piece of work !" 

" Whom shall we find, you ask ?" replied the other, " why, 
you have forty, fifty persons, who will gladly undertake it. 
0ut I think Garrafon deserves the preference. He will do it 
without flinching, I warrant you." 

This being settled, Urrea's ame damniey (as the French call 
it,) departed, leaving him to write his despatches to Santa 
Anna, who was then at San Antonio de Bexar, the principal 
inland town in Texas, of which he had taken possession as 
early as the end of February, and that has always been the 
point most coveted by the Mexicans. 

While these things were going on in the general's tent, 
our hero was looking for captain Alvarez ; a man whose name 
deserves to live for ever, in the heart of every Texian, for 
having, at his own imminent peril, and against the general 
feeling of his countrymen ; saved about one hundred prison, 
ers, who were taken afler Fannin^'s surrender, and who, 
by hb heroical exertions and those of his noble-minded lady, 
escaped being massacred. In the midst of the confusion and 
bustle incident to such times and circumstances, captain Al- 
varez was not easily found ; but when, at last, our hero light- 
ed upon him, and begged Mm to lend him his gig, Alvarez 
answered — ^** My dear friend, I am sorry to refuse you, but 
really, my wife is on the point of being confined, and I am 
obliged to send her to some place where she may enjoy 
more quiet, than is to be found in a military camp." 

" Why," replied Letinez, " I did not suppose that Mrs. 
Alvarez was so near her term. I had thought of begging 
her to go along with the gig, in order to bring hither a young 
lady, whose father turns out to be an officer of rank among 
the prisoners, and is ardently desirous of seeing her. She 
was carried oflf by the Comanohes, and I had the happiness 
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to rescue her. Now, she is at St. PatridO) without a protec 
tor, and probahly in great danger. Along with her &ther,fliK 
would l:^ safe. Alvarez, you must not refuse me. I know 
your lady is more humane than you; I will speak with hsr." 

<< Hey day !" replied Alvarez, " what an heraical sqnire of 
distressed damsels you are become ! Tandem homofaeiMB er /" 

" Hush, for God's sake," returned our hero, ** DdUDg of 
that. The lady I am speaking of is a woman of raoky adu- 
cation, and unblemished character. The alightest joks it 
her expense might seriously hurt me. It mignt blast all my 
hopes." 

'' Oh, sits the wind in that quarter !" exclaimed Alvam. 
" Real love, matrimony, and all that !— Well, well,— I lo 
no spoiler of fair play. Go to my wife : I dare say she wiH 
undertake the expedition. Were she sure to be seised bf 
the pains of accouchement^ even in the midst of & nopalen, 
she would go ; for females are wonderfully heroical, whoD it 
is question of alleviating the sorrows of one of their sex." 

Having thus obtained his friend's consent, our hero woit 
to the lady, who, afler much supplication, sufiered heiaeif to 
be persuaded to oblige him. She took half a day to mk 
her preparations, and, at last, set out for St. PatriciOi enoil' 
ed by a corporal and two soldiers belonging to her hasbiDA 
company, and provided with ample credentiala from Hajv 
Quinton and Captain Letinez. The latter was anzkni to 
go along with her, but having received strict orders fron lb 
general, to hold himself in readiness for an expeditioB t^ 
wards the GuadelupeC") river, he could not follow As te 
of his inclination. 

Soon after Mrs. Alvarez's departure, Urrea begao kw 
march eastward ; leaving the prisoners and a lai{;e hodf of 
troops to guard them, under the command of Cokmel Gtim- 
fon ; with instructions to receive and open all deapalchei 
which might arrive from Bexar, directed to him, and eaecBto 
whatever orders they might contain. Our hero, qiute mw- 
picious of what was to happen — for none, besides the sope- 
rior officers, had been intrusted with the secret— -left Major 
Quinton in possession of his tent, and directed his servant ¥> 
wait upon him with all possible attention. He, also, esmeiU 
ly recummended him to Captain Alvarez and soms olhsr 
friends, and set out quite unconcerned, not douhtiiigy Im^ it 
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lis retarn, he would enjoy the satis&cfion of seeing both fa- 
her and daughter happy in the company of each other. 

While our hero is marching at the head of his troop, to* 
imrds the Guadelupe river, we will transfer the scene to San 
i^atricio, in order to make our readers acquainted with the 
nterview between Miss Quinton and Captain Alvarez's lady. 
Fhe latter, not understanding English, had no sooner got to 
he Irish village, than she repaired to the priest's house, in 
nrder to beg him to accompany her to Mrs. Jordan's, and act 
Ml interpreter. The clergyman, rendered wiser, or, at least, 
sore condescending, by his preceding altercation with Sefior 
le Letinez, dared not refuse the fiivor, and both were soon 
n presence of the young lady. 

• Mrs. Alvarez, who had previously had a slight acquaint- 
ance with her, introduced herself with gracefol politeness, 
ind father Supplegrowl addressed Miss Quinton, saying; " it 
^ves me the greatest pleasure, Madam, to be the interpreter 
jf the happy news which this lady brings you. Your father 
is alive and in good health. It is true, he is in the number 
3f the prisoners who were taken on the other side of Goliad ; 
t>ut, being, now, under the care of Captain Letinez, there is 
CIO doubt but every attention will be paid to him. However, 
he letters this lady brings will inform you, more in detaili^ 
y£ these particularities . "• 

Upon hearing that her father was alive, Miss Quinton, who 
[lad already heard of the skirmishes, or battles, as they were 
oalled, fought against the Texians, and who had feared the 
worst, was seized with universal tremor, and, in spite of all 
tier efibrts to master her emotion, shed tears of joy^ She 
raised her eyes up to heaven, while her tears were trickling 
down her face, and seemed for a monient, absorbed in mental 
prayer ; after which, she read her father's letter with com- 
parative composure. 

As soon as she had done perusing it, Mrs. Jordan, who, 
already anticipated her departure and felt chagrined at the 
idea of losing her company, told her, " Now, honey, you will 
be for laving the ould woman, I am afeard. But, mind me, 
though I am- glad that you have found your fether safe and 
sound, yet I do not know how I shall be able to live without 
yx>\x, aflher being accustomed to the loike. Och, dare ! you 
were to me loike my own daughthet, who died last fell ;— 
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save that you could not work in the pratie garden, ai she 
did ; for she was a stout crathur of her years :— God be 
marciful to her sowl, and the blessed St. Patrick I And now 
I will be alone, — all alone ; with nobody about the house to 
kape me company — ^baring the brindled cow — her that ii m 
tame, you know. Och, och, but this a sad hour for Pfiggy 
Jordan. It is, indeed, honey !" 

<' I must go to rejoin my father,'' said Miss Quinton ; ** yet, 
my dear Mrs. Jordan, I hope to see you again, before kog. 
Trust me, I will never forget the kindness with ^riiich I Itave 
been treated under your hospitable roof. I wish it weie, it 
this time, in my power to offer you a just remuneration for it, 
but what I cannot do now, I hope to be shortly dible to efi^" 

<' The dare !" exclaimed Mrs. Jordan. " Do you spaki 
of recompense to me ! — ^Is it money you mane, honey 1^ 
want none from you, I am sure ; but if yoju would do Ab 
poor Irish widow a favor, there is a thing she could mentiflB 
which would be quite asy for you.'' 

^' It is granted, ere it is named," returned Miss Qnifllo% 
"what is it ? — It shall be done immediately." 

" I will tell you in your ear," resumed Mrs. Jordan, "iir 
it is not for every body's hearing." Thereupon, ahe vUi* 
pered to her guest : " Be kind to younff Captahi Letina 
He is a good lad, and well favored and loves you deanr 
than the very drops of his heart. The poor crathur wept 
when he found you gone, — when them monsthrous diaM 
carried you off to Lepantitlan. — ^Yes, he wept for lore!— 
Now, only think ! A man loike him, to wape !-*-An officer! 
—you will brake his heart, if you don't have him.*' Upon 
hearing this request, Miss Quinton colored up to her stn, 
and gently pushed her hostess from her, interrupting her, at 
the same time, by informing Scnora Alvarez tnat she wu 
ready to set out. 

Miss Quinton's baggage was limited to few articles, tnl 
very little time sufficed to pack them up in a small trunk; 
afler which, she set out with Mrs. Alvarez, accompanied by 
their military retinue; Mrs. Jordan pursuing them, about 
one hundred yards, at a hard trot, to shower upon th ^ her 
parting blessing, and vowing, that, as soon as she shouM 
have milked her cows, she would go to the chapel to lay ft 
pair of beads in behalf o^ the dare, swate crathur. . 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

' ' . - ;|[y conscience hath a thousand several tongues, 
And eveiy tongue brings in a several tale, 
And every tale condemns me for a villain. 
Peijury, peijury, in the highest degree ; 
Murder, stem murd^, in the direst degree, 
Throng to the bar, crying all — guilty ! guilty ! 

Methought, the souls of all that I had murdered. 

Came to my tent : and every one did threat 
To-morrow*s vengeance on the head of Richard. 

Richard III.^ Act 5. 

Our female travellers proceeded towards Labahia, with 
great rapidity, and were already within three miles of the 
plaee, when they stopped, to take some refreshment, under a 
'wide-spreading poplar, or cotton-tree, as some would <^all it. 
It was on Palm Sunday morning, and Mrs. Alvarez, in allu- 
sion to the religious solemnity of the day, — which is one of 
peculiar sanctity among the Roman Catholics, — tore a green 
bough from the tree under which they were sitting, and gave 
the young lady, partly by r signs, and partly ii> broken En- 
glish, to understand, that palms were consecrated, oil that 
holy-day, in sign of spiritual joy, and caimpd about in pro- 
cession ; and then, in playful mood, twineffli verdant crown, 
which she placed on her companion's head, signifying that 
she found some coincidence between the festival of the day, 
and her present situation. 

The sentiments which, in her disjointed mode of utterance, 
she sought to express, might, if translated into correct lan- 
guage, have amounted to this : " After so many difficulties 
and dangers, from which Divine Providence has delivered 
you, you are, at last, going to meet your father, therefore 
you should rejoice in God and give him your- thanks.^' Miss 
Quinton, who understood her meaning, could not help being 
moved, and in a silent and impressive manner, pressed to her 
bosom the hand which baa y^n just crowning her; when, 
7oL. I. 16 
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at that moment, both were startled by the noise of some horse- 
men, who were approaching at a swift rate. The ladies 
arose in surprise, which was soon changed into conaterna- 
tion, upon Mrs. Alvarez recognizing her husband's &?orite 
servant, and Miss Quinton, that of captain Letinez, with the 
greatest terror depicted on their countenance. The infimuu 
tion which the new-comers hurriedly communicated increased 
their alarm. " For God's sake, Madam," said captain Aha- 
rez's servant, " mount and ride — ride on, as ftst as jou can : It 
is for life or death. They are going to shoot the prisonen! 
They have marched them all out^ under pretence of embark- 
ing them for Louisiana ; but it was merely in order that oooe 
of them should remain concealed. Captain Letines ia ab- 
sent, and my master has done all he could to save the life of 
the Texian major, who is his friend ; but he,can obtain noth- 
ing. The latter begs to see his daughter before he dies. 
Only one hour is granted him. — Oh, ride on,— ride on, for 
Heaven's sake !" 

Happily for Miss Quinton, her fortitude did not abandon 
her. Without shedding a tear, or making ajoy iiselea la- 
mentations, she was soon seated in the gig. NsUure^ how^ 
ever^ could not long withstand the shock given to her feeUagi^ 
and in less than a minute afler resuming their march, ie 
Wanted away, on Mrs. Alvarez's bosom. The latter did nol 
think proper to stop, while the old major's life was in jeopar 
dy ; but, though she abated nothing of the rapidity of ha 
march, she so successfully exerted herself with her smeUini 
bottle, that Miss Quinton recovered her senses^ just as tbey 
approached the place, whither the first lot of prisoners had 
been led to suffer death. 

Several companies of soldiers had formed into a hoDov 
square, in the centre of which, the Texian commander was 
made to sit on a low stool ; while the Mexican colonel who 
presided at the execution, addressed him with a degree of 
asperity, highly unbecoming. The address being concluded, 
Fanning took out his watch and a purse of gold, which ha 
distributed to some suttlers' wives, who happened to be nesr 
the place. In the meantime, one of the soldiers appointed 
to shoot him, impelled by his blood-thirs^ impatience^ came 
up, and put his hand on his breast, in order to lay his bosoai 
bare ; but Panning, guessing at his intention, fiirticipaUrd kit 
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purpoaO) by opening his coat and test. T^en pointing \p 
his heart, without uttering a single word, he looked upon his 
executioners, with a magnanimity, of which they cannot, to 
this day, spc»k without admiration. — ^Ndw the liour of his 
death hid come. The Mexican colonel raised his sword on 
Ugh, the drums beat, the guards who attended formed into 
two parallel lines, the spectators, like a mighty wave recede 
ing from the foot of a cliff, with a sudden recoil, withdrew 
from the fktal spot, and the word was given. — There Fan- 
ning welters in his blood ! — Four bullets, With fatal aim, are 
lodged in his heart, and, whil^ his limbs are yet palpitating, 
luid the muscles of his face quivering ; his executioners lush 
forward to. divide the spoils. His clothes become an object 
of contention among ^em, and they 

** Hold o*er the dead their carnival, 
Gotging and gfowling o'er carcass and limb.** 

But what was Miss Quinton doipg, during this horrid 
scene ? She had espied her father, in the midst of a knot 
of prisoners, surrounded by dragoons, who kept their arms 
levelled at them, and in spite of all her efforts, tears and 
supplications, had not been able to open to herself a pas- 
sage ; but when Fanning fell, there was a remissness of at- 
tention on their part, and Miss Quinton taking advantage of 
it, crept through their ranks, and flew towards > her father. 
She threw herself on his neck, crying out, " Father, father ! 
I will die with you — No ball will reach your bosom, but after 
having pierced mine. Oh, Heavens ! must we meet, after so 
Ipng a separation, merely to die in each other's embrace?" 

Seiiora Alvarez had, in the meantime, sought out the 
commanding officer, and thrown herself at his feet, which 
she embraced, beseeching him to spare Major Quinton. <' See, 
yonder, colonel," did she say, *^ his daughter holds him lock- 
ed in her arms : you cannot reach his breast without slaugh- 
tering her.'^-Will you shed the blood of so innocent and 
beautiful a creature? Will the most heroical filial piety 
ever seen, meet with no better recompence from a Mexican 
officer than cold blooded murder ? Have mercy, colonel — 
as you will, one. day, wish for mercy yourself, in the pre- 
sence of the everlasting God.<— Oh ! have mercyi and spa^ 
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him, or plunge your dagger in my bosom, and tfample nM 
under your feet.'* 

" w omen are the devil/' brutally interrupted Ganafin. 
<< This one would, now, ma^e me weep, I belieye I" {There- 
upon, Alvarez himself coming up, he called out to ium: 
^' Here, captain — Here, Alvarez — govern this wife of yoony 
man. She won't let me go about my duty." \ 

" Oh ! noble colonel," interrupted Alvarez : << I km mj 
prayers to hers ! I call again upon you to spue this on. 
Unless you do, his daughter will die . alone with him, ui 
she is my friend Letinez's promised bride* Ho will aot 
survive the loss !— ^ve him, oh ! save him ! — ^Here, IkoNl 
to you ! — I, who never knelt to man before." And smtiiig 
the action to the speech, he sank upon one knee, faefen 
Garrafon, and taking one of his hands, pressed it to his Hpi, 
and bedewed it with his tears. 

" You are all mad," replied the colonel, ** an3 nnke me 
as mad as yourselves ! — By Heaven, I venture my post, woi 
perhaps my life ! — But rise up, Alvarez, — ^I cannot beu to 
see thee shedding tears. Take the man out, with his dBOfb- 
ter, — and, hark Qiee, carry him to the hospital and let kni 
turn physician. Be sure to let him know the nee oasi ty of 
this measure ! — The major must be dead and buried,— w 
is, shot and dead ! — Hey, you take my meaning." 

Thereupon, drawing near to the double line of diagooBi 
that surrounded the prisoners, he commanded them to opn 
a passage for Alvarez, who immediately led away Hijv 
Quinton, thus suddenly transformed into a phjrsician, withcsl 
his own concurrence or knowledge, and soon installed Us 
in his new employ, giving him brief instructions on flis put 
he was to act. 

They were interrupted in their conversation, by the firing 
of the soldiers, who continued their murderous day's woik. 
The unfortunate prisoners were shot by fifty and sixty st t 
time, and those whom the musket missed^ or only crip 
pled, were, afterwards, despatched with the bayonet woi 
lance. 

In the second lot, were ton or twelve Catbolie IiiiliiiM 
from St. Patricio, who called for a priest, but were noC pn^ 
mitted to enjoy the consolation. There was a cl eiaj f i— a flf 
their church, within a short distance, who might fine bM 
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dent for :— A short respite was sufficient ; but their cries 
were not listened to. It was, according to the belief of their 
executioners, consigning them to the everiasting flames of 
hell, and yet it was done ! The cries and prayers of those 
unhappy men, who died, imshriyen and unabsolved, melted 
even the rough Mesdcan troopers, yet the awful work went 
on, until the whole number of prisoners, amounting to five 
hundred and twenty, had been sacrificed ! — Seven or eight 
only were saved, chiefly under the plea of being physicians, 
and two or three escaped by flight. 

In the last lot, came two Baptist preachers, who went on 
exhorting their comrades. When they had reached the 
place where they were to suffer, the eldest called upon his 
compcuiions to join him in prayer. Not one refused. Even 
many of the Mexicans, though unable to understand his 
language, fell 6n their knees, in imitation of the Texians. 

Then, with an enthusiasm of which it is impossible for 
any one who was not an eye- witness to form an idea, the 
elder called upon Gody saying : " We return unto thee, O 
Almighty being, who, from high Heaven, direotest all things 
for thy greatest glory. • This body, which thou gavest us, 
is now falling a sacrifice, because we have asserted the 
rights of freemen, and the liberty of thy Holy Gospel ; but, 
oh ! vouchsafe, thou, to receive our spirit unto thy bosom, 
and. grant true freedom to this land which h^s drunk the 
blood of our companions in arms. Deliver it from the dark<- 
ness that overshadows it, and inspire the people with repen- 
tance for their deeds of cruelty. Thy martyrs we are ; but 
lay it not to their charge. Let not our death be visited upon 
them. We, who bleed beneath their knife, beg it of thee ! — 
Enlighten that obdurate priesthood, who have thirsted for our 
blood P' - 

Here, he was interrupted by the voice of the commander, 
who, in a rage, called out : " Fuego, fuego ! Acdbad con eU 
iosJ' But yet, as the bullets whistled, and his companions 
fell around him, the preacher lifted' up, towards heaven, his 
arms, now reddened with gore, and cried : " We come unto 
thee, — we come, O Lord ! — O Grod of Heaven, look down 
upon us. — In thee we die !" He had no time to continue, 
for, one of the dragoons, running up to him, clefl hie head at 
one single stroke, and was followed by his comrades, who 

16* 
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frightfully hacked the dying and the dead, and soon acfaieTed 
what their guns had lefl unfinished. 

The work of destruction was now nearly over, and Gana- 
fon's soldiers fell to rifling the pockets of the dead and strip- 
ping their bodies naked. He was himself^ with an unmoved 
eye, surveying the frightful havoc ; and pointings h^re and 
there, with his sword, to such of the Texians, as, by their 
groans or convulsive movements, showed that life bid not 
yet departed, in order to get them despatched ; when an 
an Irish woman, whose 'only son had followed the party of 
the Texians, arrived from St. Patricio. As soon as she lad 
heard of his being taken, she had abandpned every thing and 
set out on foot ; so that, when she reached the field of siaii^ 
ter, she was nearly in a state of exhaustion. The horrible 
spectacle, however, seemed to act upon her as a 8tinialiia,aDd 
she appeared to recover vigor at the sight. She paused and 
slowly turned round, several times— -eyeing the field of filood, 
with awful composure— then made the sien of the cross— bat, 
suddenly seized with a paroxysm of gnef, she clapped her 
hands, and called aloud, with a dismal shriek ; " Tsm .' Ye- 
UL ! Mavoumeen /" — ^No one answered to her call, and, ii 
utter despair, she knelt down and began to examine the Ixv 
dies of the dead. 

The wildness of her manner appalled all the bjrstanden, 
so that the work of spoliation was partially suspended and a 
ffroup of anxious spectators formed round her, intently look* 
ing on, while she proceeded in her examination. The tooA 
corpse she happened to lay her hands on was that of her aos, 
— a youth of seventeen years of age and the only ddid 
she had. As soon as she recognized it, a convulsive almd- 
dering came over her ; but, struggling to master her emo- 
tion, she anxiously bent over him and began to wipe the 
blood from his face. At that moment, the Mexican com- 
mander came up to rebuke the loiterers. At the sound of 
his voice, no longer mistress to contain herself, she called 
upon him^by name ; " Come here, Garrafon !-— come, and look 
at him ! — My only child ! You have murdered him I — Slay 
me, also. — Monster," added she, taking, in the hollow of her 
hand, some of the blood that lay in puddles, at her ftet, and 
casting it upon the murderous wretch ; " I maik Aee with 
the blood of my son. It shall be upon thee as ]xmg as thou 
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livest, and may every drop of it bum to thy heart's core, un- 
til hell shall claim its own"— But we draw the curtain upon 
this frightful scene. Be it sufficient to say that she was im- 
mplated upon the body of the son whose loss she deplored, 
and this last act of^savage cruelty filled the measure of hor- 
ror. 

In that indiscriminate slaughter, perished also young 
Brashears and Duval, whom Marinez, the officer we have 
already honorably mentioned, had promised to protect. He 
WQuld have saved their lives, had he been present, but care 
had been taken to send him upon a remote expedition and 
when he returned he found his frie'nd already dead. 

Dear unfortunate young men ! May the tear which bedews 
this page prove to your manes how beloved you were by one 
who h«d trod the same academic groves with you, and while 
your bones are bleaching on the grassy plain of Goliad, may 
these few lines, consecrated to your memory, convey to the 
heart of every one who reads them, sentimients of detestation 
for the act of cruelty of which you were the victims. May 
the execration of the civilized world for ever pursue the man 
of blood who consigned you to an untimely death, and blast 
his name with infamy. You were cut off in the bloom of 
youth, — amidst thousand curses/ and your agonizing groans 
were heard with derision by your murderers. — The wild dog 
gnawed your heart and lapped your blood, and cannibals 
danced over your mangled iimbs, still your memory shall be 
honored by a whole nation, and your name shall be a signal 
for deeds of worth, to generations yet unborn, — still the re- 
membrance of your death will nerve your fellow citizens to 
fight for that freedom in the defence of whi^h you fell. Land 
of Kentucky, country of my youth, these have extended thy 
moral empire ! They have concurred to found a new home 
in- the south for thy numerous progeny." Oh, forget them 
not in thy records of fame. 

' " — Egregias snimas, quae sanguine nobis 

Hanc patriam peperere suo, decorate supremis 
Muneribus."* 

*VirgU. 
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Note 1, page 10. — The Sierra Madre may be coneidered as a 
continuation (» the Andes of Peru, which, in the states of Mex- 
ico and Puebla divide themselves uito two laree chains — ^the 
western one running due north, at the average distance of one 
hundred leagues from the Pacific ocean, and the eastern chain 
ifollowing the sinuosities of the gulf of Mexico, at the same res- 
pective distance, till it is lost, in the state of Cohahuila, in ^e 
immense i)lains watered by the Rio Bravo. The highest peaks 
are found in the vicinity of Mexico, and in the state of Puebla, 
at the junction of the two chains, and are the Ixtacihuatl, (white 
woman,) and the great volcano of Popocateptl, which is 6083 
" varas Mexicanas" above the level oi the sea. (The Spanish 
vara is thirty two and a half inches English.) The limits of 
vegetation are at 1852 varas above the city of Mexico, and 4541 
above the ocean. The ribes odoratumy a species of: blackberry, 
is the last plant found on the sides of ^e moimtain/' 

Note 2, page 11. — ^There sure in the 'NLe^ym republic two 
universities, one in Guadalaxara and the d^er, in the city of 
Mexico, itself. Besides thn, ^ere is a coUSp in every Epis- 
copal city, maintained out of a contribution rmsed on the secular 
clergy. The city of Mexico anciently boasted seven seminaries 
of learning. In three of them a good literary education mi^it 
be got, but the exact scLpnces, except chemistry, were rather 
neglected. The seminarto possessed a good library — ^thirteen 
professors, who were secular priests, and 260 lay students, witii 
about 20 ecclesiastical ones. San Juan de Leteran had seven 
professors and about i^ighty students. The other Seminaries 
were trifling and not ^drtn mentioning. In all the great colleges, 
tile king maintained a" number of bursars, who, after their edu- 
cation was terminated, became the objects of the special patro- 
nage of government Frequently, too, some rich bacnelor would 
adopt some promising yoUng man, firom among them, and make 
him his heir. None but Spaniards by birth were thus favored. 
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Note 9, j»flgre 13^ — ^Don Vasco de Quiroga dviliased ^ In- 
dians of his extensive diocese, and instructed th^n, not only ■ 
the Christian religion, but in sdl the neccessary artSt and to tia 
day, the Tarascos and other nations of Mechoacan caU him 
Tola Don Vasco, and cherish his memory with deep venentioo. 
His tomb, or rather shrine, is in the beautiful island of Ttbtmi- 
tzan, in the middle of the lake of Pascuara It has been tbekC of 
that Bishopric to have a succession of preliltes who were mm 
of genius. The present Bishop, Don Juan Guetano POrtngi], is 
the only man of superior talents in the Mexican ChnrdL Ife 
has reformed his clergy and set them on a somewhat more m- 
pectable footing than tney are elsewhere. His predecessor, 8e- 
iior de San Miguel, of whom Humboldt makes very honocilile 
mention, originated the plan for the general and final enfiia- 
chisement of the Indians, and it is upon the rules he laid dowik 
that the various state legislatures have acted since the revolmkifk 

Note 4, page 13. — The Virgin of Guadelupe* which is a vm 
coarse and m executed painting, on a rude fabric of pita thim 
was found by a pious Indian, of the name of Joan Ihefpoi oothe 
spot, where, in tne reign of Montezimia, had stood ue teamii 
ofthe goddess Tonantzin. At the same time, a supernatural benfr 
supposed to be the Virgin, appeared to this individiia]» oqb- 
manding him to go to the Archbishop of Mexico* and direct ]m 
by her order, to build a church on that spot, in honor of the ate 
said image. As Diego required some sign to prove to the Aid^ 
shop the truth of his mission, the mysterious being gave him i 
handkerchief full of fresh roses, which was a miracukms jnot 
it being then a season when roses are not in bloom. 

The image was first placed in an hermitagei where now Stud 
the houses of &e servants and sacristan. It wasi aAerwaidik 
translated to a chiapel, which forma the vestry-room of die di 
church. In the month of November, 1622, a third chuidi waa 
dedicated, on tlie spot where had stood the first hermitagab and 
the present fabric was begun in 1696. 

In 1750, it was erected into a collegiate, with a number of pia* 
bendaries, and a prelate who enjoys mdlide of AU>ot Tha ca^ 
ital for the dotation of the chapter was of 9583J38SI, left by Dob 
Andrew Palencia. The Spanish government took tha maofBj 
and bound itself to pay the interest to tb^chapterv at the rata of 
five per cent, out of the king's share o^tlptitnes of tha 
of Puebla and Mexico. The votive odHngSi in wax 

alone, amount to a prodigious sum, ana fi^re ia no 

which the Indians and Creoles are not read^ to make far tlui 
image, which is for them, a type of their nationalityt snd wilk 
which thev suppose the honor of their race ■^' "^ 
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The present ehurdi was dedicated on the tenth of June, 1709. 
The building abne, without the sanctuaiy. and sacns^, cost 
9490,000^ which were collected by voluntary ofierings. The sil- 
verjdit throne upon which the miraculous image is placed weighs 
1628 pounds* and behind the painting is a plate of the same- 
metal, of one hundred weight The principal tabernacle cost 
919,000. The^ effigy of the Virgin is clearly seen at a distance, 
hut, when the spectator is close to it, nothing can he distinguish- 
ed. This singularity is accounted a standing mirade. It is ow- 
ing to the image being painted on a very hirstae iabric, but it 
would be highly imprudent to account to the Mexicans, in this 
natural manner, for this singular appearance. 

Note 5, page 17. — Vino mescal is a kind of brandy, with a 
strong empyreumatic taste, distilled from the fermented juice of 
the Agave Americana , large plantations of which exist in the 
states of Puebla and Mexico, some of them so important as to 
afford an annual income of seventy or eighty thousand dollars. 
The singular plant which furnishes this liquor flowers but once, 
and dies immediately after, but if the stem, which is to support 
the bunch of flowers, be c^t, before it begins to mount, the plint 
ffives out, during three mojaths, a sweetish liquid, which, being 
fermented into a kind of small beer, is used under the name of 
pulque, as the general beverage, in the southern provinces of Mex- 
ico, and this being distilled constitutes the vino mescal The 
pulque is generally supposed to be a very wholesome drink, but 
its smell is unpleasant 

Note 6, page 21. — ^Pascuaro, situated on the banks of the lake 
to which it gives its name, at an elevation of six thousand feet 
above the level of the isea, has a population of seven or eight 
thousand souls. Here was the seat of a large Indian kingdom, 
miite independent from the empire of Montezuma, when the 
Spaniards entered the country. 

Note 7, page 23. — Tzintzontzan, or Huitzitzilla,. was the Athens 
of Mechoacan, before the conquest The Indians of these parts 
were more advanced than the Aztecs, in certain branches of 
knowledge, and, to this day, some of them cultivate astronomy 
with success. The population of the town amounts only to fif- 
teen hundred souls. 

Note 8, page 24. — ^Valladolid, the metropolis of the depart- 
ment of Morelia, and a Bishop's see, is situated in a deligntful 
elimate, in latitude 19 deg. 45 min., about five thousand feet above 
the level of the seSu This city is embellished with a splendid aque- 
duct which cost the late Bishop one hundred thousand dollars. 
T^e population amoimts to twenty thousand souls. 
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NoTfe 9» page 86.-^atorce« or la puridma eonupi i on de ili* 
mos de Catorce, is a mining town, among the richest in IfexkOi 
known only since the year 1773, when its veins of silver wm 
discovered by Sebastian Coronado, and Antonio de Z^peda. Ai 
one time, tms place produced five millions of dollan anuoilly- 
The mining operations are now, in a great measurey suspeiided, 
in consequence of the unsettled state of the country ; hot tte 
mines are &r from being exhausted. Some of the works are od 
the most magnificent scale. The socabon ^rcmde^ in puticnlir, 
which is roofed over with wrought stone, is large enough iir a 
loaded wagon to drive fi'om one extremity to the other* and on 
vie with the cloaca Maxima of ancient Rome. 

Note 10,jpd^e 49. — The Mexican Jesuits. ^ Charles m. heU, 
in 1767, a secret extraordinary council, composed of the Marquis 
de Roda, secretary of state, the Count of Aranda, president of the 
council of Castille, the Count of Florida blanca, the Count of 
Campomanes, the Archbishops of Burgos and Saragoesa, andtlu 
Bishops of Tarrazona, Albarrazin and Orihuela, m which tl» 
expulsion of the Jesuits, from all the Spanish dominioDSi ms 
unanimously resolved, but the secret was so strictly kept, that 
the Jesuits never suspected it On the m'ght of the 24th of Jane, 
in the same year, under the Viceroy, Marquis of Cxoixi the 
Mexican Jesuits received intimation of the decree of ezpaUA 
and all the professed members of the institute were embarked 
for the Pope's dominions. Their church, in MexicOi was gim 
to the Philipini, and their extensive landed possessions were soU 
for the benefit of the crown. In the colonies, they had dov 
much more good and less harm than in Europe. To them die 
Indians of California owe the degree of civilization they enjoy 
and the country, at large, what little literature it 



Among the old Mexican Jesuits who have left a reputation, maT 
be mentioned Alegre, Abad, Campoy and Clavigero. A straoge 
phenomenon attended their expulsion. On the eve of their de- 
parture, it snowed in the streets of Mexico. This was looked 
upon as a miracle. 

Note 11, j>age 50. — The Mexican inquisition. This dreadAiI 
tribunal existed in Mexico till 1815, and the last oiito iafst was 
held upon Morelos, himself a priest, and the most talented of the 
insurgent generals. The following are authentic accountB of se- 
veral Autos da Fe celebrated by the Mexican inquisitwn. 

It was solemnly established on the 11th of Movembeft 16*lt 
and three years afterwards, it held its first auta^ in which sistr- 
three culprits appeared, fiv^ of whom were burned. ¥nm the 
last mentioned date, to 1604, it held publicly nine Mrtst moie. 
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On the 16th of Ai>ril, 1646, and the dOth of March, 1648, there 
were two others, in the first whereof appeared fifty penitents, 
and in the second, twenty eight, nearly all accused ofJudaism. 
But it was on the 11th of April, 1649, that was held the most &- 
mous ever seen in Mexico. An immense scaffold was construct- 
ed in the public square dd Volador^ and the ceremony was grac- 
ed with the presence of all the corporations and persons of rank 
in the city. The sermon was preached by a Bishop of Cuba, on 
the text ^ Peace he loith yotu'* In this auto there were a Luthe- 
ran, thirty-nine persons guilty of Judaism, and seventy-seven 
statues representing culprits, who had either fled or died. Of 
the Jews twelve were burned, although tliey had recanted. The 
only favor showed them, on that account, was to strangle them 
before throwing them into tlie flames. Among them were six 
women. An old Castilian, of the name of Thomas Trevino de 
Sobremonte, a wealthy merchant who could never be brought to 
recant, was burned alive, in the plazuela de San Diego. The 
culprits who were not burned were condemned to the confisca- 
tion of their property, whipping and exile. Ten years after- 
wards, there was another act of faith, celebrated in the great 
square. The Viceroy Duque of Albuquerque, was present. 
This auto was graced by twenty-nine culprits and a statue repre- 
senting an absent Two men were strangled and four burned 
alive. Among the latter was an Irishman, of the name of Lam- 
port The remainder were condemned to confiscation, whipping 
and exile. 

Upon examining the records of that abominable tribunal, one 
does not know what most to wonder at, — its horrid cruel^, or 
extravagant puerility. A distinguished physician, of the name 
of Santa Maria, was ordered to be taken into custody, for having 
advised giving a patient who was recovering firom a feinting fit, 
a cup of brotli, in preference to extreme unction. A poor wo- 
man was taken up for having washed a statue of St Anthony 
of Padua in brine, in order to obtain rain, after a long drought 
Another, for having made a little dragon of black felt, to keep 
rats out of her gatret But the most melancholy case of all, per- 
haps, was that of a baptized Indian, who received thirty-nine 
lashes for having said that, in spite of all that St FVancis and St. 
Dominic had done, the moon was still the wife of the Sun, and 
brought forth a star every month ! 

Note 12, page 62. — The civil year, among the old Mexicans, 
was divided into eighteen Qionths, of twenty days each, and five 
intercallarv days, called iVemtm^eni— something like the sajis cu^ 
lotides of the French revolutionary calendar. We give here the 
correspondence of that system with the Gregorian. 
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let day of the month Titit Itzcalli 
•« ItzcaUi Xochilhuitl 
** Xilomanalitzli 

Tlacaadpehualitzli 

Tozoztontli 

Hueytozotli 

Toxcatl 

Etzalqualitzli 

Tecumuiltontli 

Hueytecuiltontli 

Micailhuitontli 

Hevmixcaithuilt 

Ochpanitzli 

Patch 

Hueypactli 

Quecholli 

Panquetzaliztli 

Atemoztli 



u 



u 



Junury. 
29 January. 

18 Fefaruaiy. 
lOMaicb. 
dOMtxdL 

19 ApriL 
9 May. 

29]iffay. 
19 June. 

8 July. 
28 July. 
ITAuguat' 

6 S6pteiiib0& 
26 September. 
16 October. 

SNovendn: 
25 November 
16 December. 



The grand cycle of years for the Mexicaiui CQnsisted of fifty two^ 
as ours does of one hundred ; but they never redLOned mm bf 
odd numbers. They knew that the solar revolution ezoeedM 
their civil year by six hours, and after the termination aS mA 
cycle of years, they intercallated thirteen days^ before bepinning 
again the first mondi of the following cycle. Every fifth £yini 
a market day. 

Independently of this manner of reckoning time, tiber M 
another, which was purely lunar, and constituted tfaeir leogiDai 
year. How the old Mexicans had come by so improved a mia- 
ner of regulating their civil year, is a mysteiTf that ehaU nam 
perhaps be cleared up ; but it was not certainly of tfaeir own ia> 
vention, and denotes a people far more advanced in civilbitioB 
than they were. 

Note 13, page 91. — ^The atmosphere is so dry in Mfmcis on 
the table land, that it is indispensable to water the wheels of or- 
riages, every day, otherwise they would shrink and fiJl to pmea 
The wheels of Mexican carriages are exceedingly clumeyt bat 
very solid and better able to resist the atmoaphere of fhe conntiyi 
than the more elegant ones imported from the United States 



Note 14, page 94. — Hidalgo, parish priest of Doknesy was tfaa 
first who raised the standard of rebellion, or independenoe, 
against the Spanish government on the 16th of SeptmiDerf ISlOl 
He owed a giiidge to the King of Spain, by whoee order an ex* 
tensive vineyard he had planted, near the town of which he was 
pastor, had been destroyed. It was, in great measure^ in ofderto 
avenge that injury, he entered the first conapiracy witfi AUenAfl^ 
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Abasolo and others. Some of the latter were practical military 
men, but, as Hidalgo's popularity, on account or his ecclesiastical 
character, was of more importance, he was declared generalis- 
simo, and, in a few weeks, raised a body of more than seventy 
thousand men, badly armed, indeed, but so fanatically devoted to 
the cause thay had espoused, that, in many instances, Uiey ran 
up to the cannons' mouth, and, in their ignorance, crammed their 
hats into them to stop the balls. At their head, Hidalgo advanced 
as far as the city of Mexico, which he would have taken, had 
not his heart failed him. After this, he was repeatedly defeated, 
taken, at Bajan, while on his way to the United States, degraded 
from the priesthood, and shot at Chihuahua. 

Note ISs T(^e 99. — Mesteno, which the inhabitants of Texas 
have anglicised into Mustang, is the designation of the wild 
horse, immense flocks of which are found in the Haciendas of 
the Northern States. 

Note 16, page 110. — St Philip of Neri established a society of 
priests, who are bound together by no vows, and can leave the 
mstitute whenever they please. They contrive, nevertheless, 
to stick together very closely. Their principal avocations con- 
sists in instructing the ignorant, by preaching, cathechising, and 
giving spiritual exercises. When the Jesuits were suppressed, 
meir churches and houses were mostly given to the rhilipinl. 
Among those buildings was the Professot one of the most sump- 
tuous edifices in Mexico, and upon which the Jesuits had spent 
more than a million of dollars. 

Note 17, page 182.— The Virgin de los Remedios is, next to tiiat 
of Guadelupe, the Madona who enjoys the greatest reputation^ 
in New Spain, although she labors undisr me disadvantage of 
being Gachupina, id est, imported from Europe. It is a small 
statue which one of the soldiers of Cortez carried about with 
him, as a safeguard. When that general was obliged to effect 
^at disastrous retreat, distinguished in history, under the name 
of Noche triste^ during which so many of his soldiers were taken 
and offered in sacrifice to Vitzliputzli ; the owner of this little 
Madona succeeded in making his escape, and having fled up 
the mountain, dropped the image, which was picked up by his 
pursuers and treated with great honor. They constructed for 
it a little shrine, under a nopal, decked it with flowers and burnt 
perfumes before it The Spaniards, at their return, finding the 
virgin had been treated so nandsomely by their enemies, looked 
upon it as a miracle, and thought it incumbent upon them liot 
to be behind hand. In process of time, a splendid church was 
built for that statue, on the spot in which it had been found— 
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some miles distant from the city — ^whence she i8» in times of 
drought, inundations and other public calamities» broy^t to the 
Cathedral of Mexico, in procession. As late as 1686^ under te 

fovemment of chief-justice Corro, this Madona waa bronf^t 
own from her sanctuary, with an extraordinary display of mif- 
nificence, and when, at a later period, her jewels were Btolfliit 
that theft was looked upon as a natwnal caiamUy, 

Note 18, page 178. — The Holy Cross of Q^ueretaro is aeon- 
vent of Missionaries, of considerable celebrity^ called Crue^tntf 
from the name of their principal church. This eetaUi^nMit, 
as well as that of Guadelupe, six miles from ZacatecaSf has far- 
nished a great number of zealous preachers, who have propagft- 
ted a knowledge of the Christian religion and civilizationy amoo; 
the northern Indians, as far as Taos. Many of those Mm wen 
men of no despicable attainments, in literature and the enct 
sciences, and have written works that throw great light npon 
the History of the Northern tribes. Humboldt* in his politictl 
essay on New Spain, and in other worics, frequently quotes the 
Cronica Serqfica of the cruciferos, besides which, he availed 
himself of several manuscripts written by members of this 6i- 
temity, and preserved in the convent of Santa Cmz. Theee 
two establishments had kept up their respectability and vaM- 
ness till the political dissensions which have desolated the Mexi- 
can republic. They were unexceptionable in point of nxMralitr, 
and the most prejudiced man coula not visit them, without hwf 
edified. They were a proof that Convents might do mnca 
good, and be a blessing to mankind, if their members were nade 
strictly to observe their rules. 

Queretaro was one of the largest cities in New-Spain, bar- 
ing had, at one time, a population of fifty thousand inhabitioti. 
It owed its flourishing condition to the manu&cture of woolea 
and cotton goods. The introduction of the power-loom in 
other parts of the Mexican republic has ruined its tradOt and the 
population has dwindled down to twenty thousand. The De- 
partamento of Which it is the capital, is one of the smallest of tbe 
republic, but well cultivated. 

Note 19, page 176. — Zacatecas, the metropolis of a Deptita- 
meiito, or state, of the same name, is a large and magnificent 
city, of about forty thousand souls population, situate in a moiui- 
tainous district abounding in silver mines. The town is built in 
a deep barranco, or ravine, and the streets are very irregular; 
but the splendor of several of the edifices is astonishing. At the 
distance of twelve miles from Zacatecas, is found the city of 
Freenillo, anotlier mining town of great importance* boasting • 
population of twenty four thousand inhabitants. Its mines were 
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abandoned for 'several years, after the exile of the Spaniards; 
but, of late, the works nave been re-established on an unproved 
plan, and immense profits realized. 

All the region, north of this state, to the Bolson of Mapimi, 
possesses immense deposits of precious ore, the half of which has 
not, probably, been yet discovered. The richest mine ever known 
was found in this district It was the black vein of Sombrerete, 
out of which the family of Fagoaga netted seven millions of dol- 
lars, in half a year. Most of the ores of these parts can be 
wrought without the use of mercury, a circumstance which ren- 
ders the miners less dependant on foreign countries, and in- 
creases their profits. Were improved machinery introduced in all 
the places where there is a sufficiency of water and fuel, the 
prodluct of those mines would be greatly increased, and the agri- 
cultural interest of the fertile district at the mouth of the river 
Nasas, and of part of Cohahuila, greatly promoted. 

Since the revolution, three great impediments to the develop- 
ment of the mining enterprise of the country have been removed : 
first, the duty on silver, which, under the Spanish domination, 
amounted to seven per cent, has been reduced to three ; second- 
ly, quicksilver, indispensable for amalgation with certain qual- 
ities of ores, has been made duty firee ; and thirdly, several mints 
have been established in the northern states, such as Zacatecas, 
Durango, &c. Independently of these changes, an immense quan- 
tity of foreign capital was introduced ; but, on the other hand, the 
mining industry of the country received a fatal blow by the exile 
of the Spaniards, who were the principal owners of tiie mines, 
and carried away more than one hundred and forty millions of 
dollars. 

The foreign mining companies in Mexico have nearly all proved 
unprofitable speculations. The first was established by British 
capitalists, in 1823. Others soon followed, till they amounted to 
ten : — seven English, two American, and one German. They 
have spent twelve millions of dollars, in draining old mines ; in- 
troducing expensive machinery, which, in nine cases out often, 
has proved useless for want of fuel ; and importing miners from 
England, who are far less useful than the Indians. In conse- 
quence of so much mismanagement, these companies have sunk 
an immense capital and totally failed in their expectations. The 
German association has been the only one that has met with suc- 
cess, owing to the judicious manner in which it has been con- 
ducted. In spite of all these discouraging failures, the mines of 
Mexico are far from being exhausted, and should the country 
be blessed again with peace and a stable government, it might 
annually produce as much bullion as it did before the revolution. 
In the single mint of Zacatecas, they coined fifty four millions of 

17* 
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dollars, from 1810 to 1827, though in the midst of civil wu, and 
since that period, some new mines have been discovered in tiie 
north, which are amazingly rich. At SorriilOf on the borden of 
Durango and Chihuahua, a vein of silver ore* on the side <^ a 
mountain, was laid bare by a tornado, nine years ago* and it bide 
fair to rival the famous veta rica of PotosL In eonsequenn of 
this discovery, a town of twenty thousand souls has almdj 
grown on that spot, and is increasing every day. The attentioo 
of skilful miners has been lately directed, in a special manBer, 
to the northwest, and they have ascertained that the greatest 
mineral wealth extends in that direction, far beyond Son(HrB,aDd 
that the ores are richer than those of the south. 

It is a great mistake to believe that the labor of the mines is 
compulsory. That system, which was known in Pern under d» 
name of mitOf was never introduced in Mexico. The miners 
hire themselves to- the owners of mines, like other free laboren, 
and. are paid in proportion to the quantity of work they penrfono- 
Sometimes they work on shares ; the common rate, in that case, 
being to give the Indian miners the half of the ore they extract 
They prefer this mode of being paid to any other* because it af- 
fords mem a chance of great profit, and frequently* too^ greater 
facility for pilfering. 

Note 20, page 178. — The Guadelupe river takes jts eoarce m 
the highlands, between the district of Bexar and the terrilofT 
anciently allotted to Milam's new grant ; then passes between 
Austin's second grant, and the region that formed the departp 
ment of Bexar; next, through the western half of de l^ilfs 
grant, and the eastern half ot de Leon's, and lastly, mmgfes in 
waters with the river San Antonio, ten miles from the north- 
western head of the Bay of Espiritu Santo. Its course is, in 
all, two hundred and filly miles, and its waters are limpid and 
wholesome. 

The principal branches of this stream, as we ascend it. are 
on the east The Techocote, Peach, San Marcos, remaiiabie 
for the romantic scenery of its banks, which remind the tnveUer 
of the stupendous marble cliffs on the Kentucky river, Cedro 
and Piedras. On the west are the Colete, Cuchillo, Carin). 
Fuente and Sabinas. There are good waterfalls for mill eeais 
on tlie head branches, but hardly any on the main stream, eidoe. 
for uniformity of current and depth of water, it surpasses all tiif 
other rivers of Texas. 

The Kio San Antonio, which joins the Guadelupe^ as we have 
already said, twelve miles from Espiritu Santo Bay, flows over 
a rocky bottom, with a clear translucent stream, until it nit^tf 
tlie Medina, twenty five miles below Bexar. The Medina, whub 
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is really the main trunk, heads in the south-eaflt comer of Wood- 
burry and Go's grant, and crosses the western half of the county 
of Bexar, and the territory anciently allotted to de Leon's grant ; 
having a course of two hundred miles, before it joins the river 
Guadelupe. Were it not for the shallow bay, at its mou^ it 
would bear vessels of considerable importance, one hundred and 
twenty miles up, to its- junction with the San Antonio. The 
river Guadelupe labors under the same disadvantage ; neverthe- 
less steamboats of a light draught of water ascended it a^ &r as 
Victoria, which greatly favors the commerce of that place, and 
renders it the emporium of the west The land on both banks 
of the Guadelupe consists of a good prairie soil, with rich wood- 
lands, but somewhat subject to inimdations. On this river is 
also situated the town of Gronzales, anciently the capitsd of de 
Witt's colony; nearly one hundred miles from the northwest 
head of Matagorda Bay. This town is built between two large 

Srairies of exuberant fertility, the northwest and southeast bor- 
ers of which are beautifully variagated by groves of hve oak, 
post oak and honey locust, with knolls of the finest building 
stones ; the whole abundantly watered by fine springs. For 
salubrity of climate, fertility of soil, and beauty of scenery, it is 
surpassed by no other locality in Texas, Bexar only excepted. 

The second great river, as we advance eastwardly, which is 
the largest in the republic, and divides its territory into two 
nearly equal portions, is the Colorado^ which rises in Cameron's 
second grant, in the northwest, and disembogues into Matagorda 
bay, after a southeast course of four hundred and fifty miles. 

Its principal branches, as we ascend it on the east, are Cum- 
ming, Duty, Rabb, Pine, Honey, Hunting, Bear, Peccon, Wiss- 
hauca and Pasigono. On the west, are Jennings', Rails', .Scull, 
Williams', Buckner, Pine, Bonillo, Garapatos, Piederuales, San 
Josd, Almagro, San Saba, and Piedra Pinta, which last stream 
is celebrated among the Indian tribes that inhabit Texas, for its 
enchanted rocks, which they suppose to be the abode of certain 
genii of the same nature as the fairies of the old hemisphere. 

The Colorado is very rapid, and its bed is crossed in many 
places by ledges of calcareous rocks, rendering its navigation 
difficult in dry seasons. In moderate stages of water, however, 
vessels of one hundred tons burthen can ascend it to its falls, 
about one hundred and fifty miles from its mouth. Its banks 
are steep and high, and although the water sometimes rises 
thirty feet, they are seldom overflowed. The hilly district 
through which the upper half of the Colorado flows, and from 
'which it receives its principal branches, creates so many falls 
and of such consequence, as are seldom met with in other coun- 
tries, never being obstructed by overflows at any season of the 
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year. The bed of this river is crossed by veins of stone onJv 
not far from Bastrop. 

Near the mouth of the Colorado, we find Matagorda, a poit 
of entry, the population of which amounts now to about seven 
hundred souls. When the rail, at the mouth of the river, vill be 
removed, its commerce cannot fail to become important, u it 
will then become the emporium of all the country bordering on 
this stream. 

Seventy miles north by west from Matagorda, we find Bu* 
trop, on the east side of the Colorado, between Austin's kA 
colony and his second one, and not far from the latter, the citf of 
Austin, now the capital of the republic, in the centre of a n^ 
district of country, and with natural facilities for commeice flel> 
dom enjoyed by inland towns. 

The next important river, as we advance eastwardiy, is tba 
Brazos, on the banks of which, towards its mouth, are the richot 
and most dense settlements in the republic. It heads in die 
desert prairies of the northwestern part of Texas and in Cameron's 
first grant, running a course of five himdred miles. Its prindpil 
tributaries on the east are Buffalo, Pond, Wakiut, I^vaaoto^ 
Little Brazos, Tahuacaro, Noland, Red Fork, Tierras Blancui 
Incoque, Tosohunova, and Timpisaracha. On the west aie 
Vamer, Big, Palmeto, Caney, Cedar, Yegua, Clampit, San An- 
dres, Bosque, Cedral and Palo Pinto. Its western branch croHBi 
a salt lake, situated in latitude 33 deg. and in longitude 40 ^ 
20 min. 

Around this lake, the land is impregnated with chknidB d 
sodium and nitrate of potassa, which, in the dry season, when Ao 
waters of the lake are evaporated, incrust the superficks of tin 
ground in prodigious quantity. But when the rams ate abo- 
dant, the overflowing of this lake renders the whole river Bnas 
brackish, and its waters retain that taste until a rise in the fieeh 
water branches neutralizes this brackishness. This river is d>- 
vigable by steamboats five hundred miles, during the best put of 
the year, and were it not for the bar, at the entrance^ 8lii|s 
drawing sixteen feet water could ascend as far as Colufldbii, 
fifty miles from its mouth. 

On this river are found San Felipe de Austin, in latitude 29 deg^ 
50 min. and longitude 19 deg. 5 min. This town, one of theoldeet 
in Texas, contains a population of one thousand souls, and u 
situated on the northeast side of a rich prairie. 

The second town is Columbia, which, throughout the whole 
season, commands the trade of one of tlie most lerfile districts in 
the republic, already famous for its fine cotton, and no less adapt- 
ed to the production of sugar. 

Brazoria, twelve miles below Columbia, on the same side of 
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16 Brazos, has been of considerable consequence, but is now 
ist going to decay. 

Tne river Trinidad, which comes next, heads in the northeast 
f Texas, near the Red river of Louisiana, in Cameron's first 
rant, passing through Filisola's grant, the western haM of Bur« 
efs and the western division of Whelin's, and entering GaI-> 
eston Bay, after a course of three hundred miles. Its pnncipal 
ranches on the east are Turtle, Self, Big Cushate, Walnut, Hur- 
cane and Big Prairie. On the west. Oak, Bidais, Bear and 
'riad. Its current is gentle, smooth and uninterupted by fsdls, 
rhich gives peculiar ^cilities for steamboat navigation. On the 
'rinidad are found the towns of Crocket, a thriving village, not 
ir- from the forks of the river. Liberty, beautifully situated, on 
le east side of the stream, thirty miles from its mouth, and eigh- 
r from the Sabine, and Anahuac, located on a high prairie bluff, 
:>utheast of Galveston Bay, opposite the mouths of the Trinidad, 
ralveston, on the island of the same name, the principal sea-port 
f the republic, is situated nearly at the mouth of the Bay, and 
oasts a population of about three thotfland souls, with a com- 
lerce that increases every day. 

The Rio Neches rises in the northern part of Burnet's giant, 
asses through the northeast comer of Whelin's, through the 
entre of Zavala's and empties itself into the Sabine lake, enter- 
ig it by its northwest corner. Its principal tributaries are, on 
le east, the Ayish Bayou, Atoyac, Aiigelina, Nana and Big Salt 
^n the west, are Charles, Big Alabama, Pine, and San redro. 
^le Neches is the largest tributary of the Sabine lake, and 
avigable at all times, for such craft as can cross that inlet of the 
ea, one hundred miles inland. 

The Sabine, which divides Texas from Louisiana, heads in 
16 eastern parts of the republic, between Milam's first grant and 
ilisola's, and, after a course of one hundred and fifty »mi(es^ 
nters the lake of the same name. It is, at certain seasons of 
he year, navigable for steamboats, up to Craines' ferry, on the 
oad from Natchitoches to San Augustine. It ha9 mo^ unifor- 
lity in the depth of its water than any other river in Texas, and 
eldom overflows its banks. 

Of the secondary rivers, none, at present, claims much atten- 
on, except, perhaps the San Jacinto, which, after a course of 
eventy-five miles, through the eastern part of Austin's first 
rant, mingles its waters with those of Bayou Buffalo, and disem^. 
ogues into an arm of Galveston Bay. The banks of this stream, 
re deep, and its tributaries few ; therefore it seldom overflows, 
ut when southerly winds prevail, the waters of the bay back 
:s current for some distance, ax^d communicate to it a brackish 
aste. Bayou Buffalo rises also in &e eastern parts of Austin's 
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first grant and has a course of forty miles. It is deep, with a 
slow current, and though very narrow, is navigable for steam- 
boats, which go as far as the city of Houston. This place, the 
commerce of which is increasing with great rapidity, boasts a 

Sopulatioh of nearly five thousand souls. It is very sickly, in 
le summer, and the yellow fever has already manifested its filial 
influence there, for several successive years, yet the fertUitr of 
the surrounding district of country is such, that its growth has 
been unchecked. 

The other minor streams are the Navedad« on the western 
side of Austin's first grant, with a course of one hundred and 
twenty miles, meandering through an undulated country and joo- 
ing the la Baca, fiileen miles from Matagorda Bay. It is naTi- 
gable to the junction, for all vessels which can ascend the upper 
side of tliat Bay. 

The la Baca is a beautiful stream, though narrow : often shair 
low, but never dry, and seven^«five miles in leng^. 

The St Bernard, which anciently gave its name to a bay, on 
this coast, supposed to ]#ive been the same as that of Matagorda, 
rises in Austin's first grant, half way between the waters of the 
Brazos and Colorado, and after a course of one hundred inile5, 
enters the gulf of Mexico, twelve miles west of the Brazos. 

Cane creek is sixty miles in length and heads near the Cob- 
rado, on its eastern sida It passes within less than a mile of 
the northeast corner of Matagorda Bay, before entering the gul£ 
During two thirds of the year, it is navigable, thirty miles inland, 
for boats drawing four feet water. 

The Aransasu rises in [the southeast point of M'Mullen's 
grant, and the southwestern part of what formed the department 
of Bexar. Vessels of such draught as can enter the northeast 
prong of Aransasu Bay can ascend tliis river about ten miles: 
At its entrance into the bay, we find the town of Refugio, dow 
improving rapidly, and seven miles below, Copano, that, before 
the declaration of independence, was the port through which a 
lucrative smuggling trade was carried on, between Texas and 
the regions bordering on the Rio Bravo. 
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AMBROSIO DE LETINEZ. 



CHAPTER I. 

Nero is an angler in the lake of darkness. >■ 

JSSng Lear, Act III. 

The march of Urrea's division through the south-west por- 
tion of Texas was like the passage of an army of Cossacks. 
Every thing of a movable nature was pillaged. Flocks of 
horned cattle, of which that country contained, at the time of 
the invasion, a quantity sufficient to support the Mexican 
army, five or six years, were, every night, slaughtered in 
wanton prodigality, — a fat bullock being sometimes killed, 
for the sake of a favorite piece of meat, for which some of 
the officers happened to have a craving, and the rest of the 
carcass being left to rot, without benefitting any body. For- 
getting that, sooner or later, they would be obliged to return 
the same way, and miss, then, the provisions they were now 
wasting, they proceeded destroying every thing they could 
not use and laying the country bare. 

In proportion as they iadvanced eastwardly and drew near- 
er to the American settlements, they found articles with the 
use of which they were totally unacquainted, and that piqued 
their curiosity, no less than they awakened their avarice. 
At the Mission del Refugio, even before reaching Groliad, they 
happened to see some frame houses, belonging to Irish set- 
tlers, with glass windows and painted Venetian blinds, and 
as window-glass is an exceedingly rare article, in Mexico, 
this struck the minds of Itie common soldiers as the ne plus 
ultra of magnificence. But when they reached Victoria, on 
the Guadelupe river, their expectations rose still higher, at 
the sight of some brick buildings two stories in height, and 
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their covetousness was excited by the opeDing of aome laige 
stores full of merchandise. 

The general, however, and his officers took care to have 
the picking of the choicest, and the common soldiers — thou^ 
possessed of the best will in the world — obtained bofc indififer- 
ent gleanings after them ; being obliged to content them- 
selves with coarse, frail, or unwieldy articles. To them wm 
abandoned the iron and crockery ware, as well as most of the 
glass furniture, and with such goods as these, th^y loaded 
their wives and the sumpter-mules which they secretly ap- 
propriated to themselves. The immense number of women 
who followed the army, in fact, diminished the necessity of 
beasts of burden. Every one of them immediately upon get- 
ting what she considered a valuable lot, would return to Ma- 
tamoros — sometimes, on horseback — sometimes, in an ox^ 
cart — ^but more frequently, on foot ; tottering uikter the load 
she carried. 

Then also the desertions became more frequent. Some 
men shaved their upper lip, and put on female e^parel — die 
costume of Mexican women, which admits of a shawl being 
partly drawn over the face, favoring the deception, and tlie 
style of features being nearly as coarse in one sex as in the 
other. Thus, dozens of tender couples, in disguise, would 
pass througli the outposts, in the character of females, re- 
turning from a rag fair, and loaded with trumpery. One man 
was seen with a load of smoothing irons, walking with an 
clastic step and a radiant countenance, as though he had been 
carrying away all the riches of Louisiana, while his wife 
groaned under a burden of crockery ware, exclusively con- 
sisting of tea-pots. Another had loaded the massiye feet of 
a billiard. table, upon a mule he had stolen, and put a paroel 
of empty bottles on the top to complete his cargo. But the 
most ludicrous spectacle was afforded by a corporal who car- 
ried on his back a large Yankee clock, the weights of which 
dangled down to the calves of his legs, against which they 
thumped at every step he took. Sorely vexed, the poor man 
cursed the weights, but durst not throw them away, in the 
idea that it was indispensable to keep the clock contiinislly 
going, and that by stopping her, she would be spoiled fer 
over. Tlie smartest, however, at this kind of work was Ur- 
rca himself, who, though acting on a larger scale, fell some- 
times into no less ludicrous mistakes. 
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After crossing the Guadelupe river, and pillaging the 
town of Victoria, he resolved to wait awhile tor the troops 
he had lefl behind at Goliad. Whilst waiting for them, he 
sent his scouts about to sweep the country, and one of these 
soon returned with the strange information,' that he had 
found a breed of hornless cows, which, he had been assured, 
gave an immense quantity of milk. As the general had 
never before heard of this breed of cattle, he was rather du- 
bious of the truth of the information, and one of his officers 
warned him against the artifices of those Jews, the colonists, 
who, most probably, had dealings with Sathanas, and might 
have contrived this, in order to entrap him. Being, how- 
ever, what the Spaniards denominate un espiritu fuerte, (an- 
glice, an unbeliever,) Urrea made it a point to see with his 
own eyes, and commanded some of the above-mentioned 
cows to be brought into his presence. "The cows came, and 
after he had examined their heads, and convinced himself 
that there was no deception in the case, he was delighted 
with this phenomenon in natural history, as he termed it, and 
seized upon forty of these highly privileged animals, which 
'he sent, under an escort, to stock a heu^ienda he owned, in 
the state of Sonera. 

The country about the Guadelupe river is the most fertile 
it is possible to imagine ; but being somewhat swampy, it is 
inferior in point of salubrity, to the district about Bexar, and 
the river San Anton, which may be considered as destined 
to become the paradise of North America. To the most 
salubrious climate, it unites the most enchanting scenery, 
consisting of an elegant mixture of hill and dale, watered 
by large springs, which furnish abundant supplies for irri- 
gation. The temperature is such, that winters are hardly 
felt, and two yearly crops of Indian corn are the regular 
tribute of husbandry. The sugar cane lasts eight years, 
and a certain species of cotton, three ; their product being 
superior in quality to what is grown in Louisiana. T<^ all 
these advantages, is to be added the facility of raising cattle, 
the wild grass being so excellent- and abundant, that they 
nnultiply without any care on the part of the owner. And 
then the fruits ! From the orange and chirimoya, of southern 
climes, to the apple and pear of northern regions ; the im- 
mense variety of Pomona's gifts embellishes this land, and 

Vol. II. 1* 
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enriches the husbandman. The most delightful districts of 
the south of France, with all the wealth and refiDemeiit 
which ages of civilization have accumulated^ do odt 
deserve to be compared with this blessed spot, sucJi as it ii 
even now, when its natural resources have hardly begun 
to be developed: nor could the island of Calypoo her* 
self, in the fabled description of Fenelon, enter into com- 
petition. 

It was of such a land as this, the poet of the seaaoni 
dreamt, when he exclaimed : 

" Bear me, Pomona, to thy citron gKuves 

To where the lemon and the piercing Hnne, 

With the deep orange, glowing thro' the green. 

Their lighter glories blend. Lay me reclined 

Beneath, the spreading tamarind that shakes. 

Fanned by the breeze, its fever cooling fruit. 

Deep in the night the massy locust sheds 

Quench my hot limbs ; or lead me throu^ the nuae, 

Embowering endless, of the Indian fig ; 

Or, thrown at gayer ease, on some faSr brow. 

Let me behold, by breezy murmurs cooled. 

Broad o'er my head, the verdant cedar wave. 

And high palmetos lift their graceful 8hade« 

Or, stretched amidst those orchards of the suii« 

Give me to drain the cocoa's milky bowl. 

And fix)m the palm to draw its freiBhening wine ! 

More bounteous far, than all the frantic juice 

Which Bacchus pours." 

Through the southern part of this district, did Unret'i 
troops spread themselves, rioting in wild exultatioo, and the 
mass of plunder they had accumulated, by the tiaie they 
reached the Rio Colorado, was so considerable, that the gen- 
eral's share alone loaded eleven wagons. This rich booty 
he was careful to send betimes to the state of Durango, and 
what could not be appropriated to tlie decoration of his own 
house was sold on advantageous terms. He, nererthelcM, 
met with some singular disappointments in his attempts at 
removing objects which he considered as valuable, and one 
of these, in particular, is so ludicrous, that we cannot resifll 
the temptation of relating it. 

A little marauding party, consisting of five soldiers, hav- 
ing strayed to some distance, up a creek, called " La Reser- 
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vada," rejoined the main body in great alarm, bearing upon 
their shoulders one of their companions, sadly wounded with 
a gash which had penetrated the frontal bone, and inflicted 
considerable damage upon his nose. Being questioned upon 
the cause of this accident, they described a monstrous piece 
of machinery, which, they shrewdly conjectured, had been 
set up by the colonists, for the express purpose of injuring 
the Mexican army. They represented it as an enormous 
knife, of solid steel, moving perpendicularly, with the swift- 
ness of lightning, and connected with various wheels, the 
whole so complicated, that they had not been able to disco- 
ver the principle of motion ! " The machine, Senor," said 
the corporal who commanded the party, " was at rest when 
we entered the lofty shed under which it is erected. We 
proceeded to examine every corner, thinking some of the 
rebels might be concealed in some nook, or other ; when, 
suddenly, npon Juan Ferdajo pushing aside a piece of wood, 
which dangled from the roof, the machine was put in motion, 
and at a most tremendous rate ! Wheels began to whirl, le- 
vers to creak, iron chains to drag ponderous logs, and the 
-icnife that I told you of, to saw up and down, with such a 
velocity, th^t the eye could hardly follow its motion. We 
fled for our lives — I mean we retreated — ^thinking it might 
be some stratagem of the enemy; but Pedro Tifos had 
drawn too close to the treacherous knife to make his escape 
unhurt, and it wounded him in the way your Excellency be- 
holds. The poor fellow followed us about a hundred yards, 
calling for help, and crying out that he was losing all his 
blood ; whereupon, seeing that we were not pursued, I turn- 
ed back to take him up. Now, it is my firm belief, that 
this invention was contrived by those heretics — those infer- 
nal Jews — ^in order to cut us off. And they deal in the black 
art, for, how could they otherwise have invented such a 
thing ? Oh ! what a pity we have no chaplain with us ! Had 
we but one of the Franciscans of Zacatecas, he could, in an 
instant, dispel this brujeria, (witchcraft.) He could give the 
foulest devil his due, and send him a packing with all his here- 
tical wheels and levers, and it would cost him no more trou- 
ble, than four or five words out of his ritual book, with, may 
be, the matter of three or four drops of holy water ! But 
so it b, we are poorly provided. There is but one padre 
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for 80 large an army, and the Seilor Presideiite keeps him 
wholly to himself." 

Urrea was not superstitious ; of course, he feared not da 
supernatural powers attributed to the Tezians ; yet, froa 
the strange description he heard, he conceived BOine dreid 
of an ambush, or some other stratagem, and resolved to go 
himself a reconnoitering, at the head of four hundred choien 
men. 

His orders were immediately issued, and the party were 
soon on their march. They approached the place in the 
greatest silence, with their arms ready, and upon drawing 
near, were startled by the noise of the machine, at thenglii 
of which, not a few of the soldiers crossed themselves, ud 
exclaimed ; " Valga me Dios /" and " Ave MaruL PurUnmaF 
But they were immediately disturbed in their devotional feel* 
ings, by a broad peal of laughter, which proceeded firom a 
Hungarian — a lieutenant in the regiment of Tannpioo. Thb 
officer, being questioned upon the cause of this scandakmi 
cachinnation, could not help answering, that their preaeot 
expedition reminded him of the adventure of Don Quixooe 
and the fulling-mills ; for, what they beheld was neither 
more nor less than a Saw-mill! 

Upon receiving this information, Urrea, though mortified, 
acted like a gentleman, and joined in the laughter; iMI 
though he, thus, in good taste, gave vent to his mirth, he did 
not lose sight of his interest ; and afler having examined tbe 
machine, seen it work, and admired its ingenuity, resolved to 
send it to his own farm, in the state of Sonora. The eieco- 
tion of this order, however, found insuperable difficultiei it 
the unwieldiness of the pieces of which the mill consisted. 
and the general was forced, much to his sorrow, to renoanoe 
his project. 

The Mexican commander continued his march towards the 
Brazos, without meeting with any considerable difiknltj; 
but, before reaching Brazoria, finding himself under the ne- 
cessity of sending a trusty officer to Santa Anna, in order to 
communicate to him certain alterations he wished to make in 
the plan of operations which had been sketched out for his 
division, he selected our hero, as the most intelligent perwn 
he could find. 

Young Captain Lctincz, therefore, came into contut with 
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the President of the Republic ; and though the latter was ac- 
customed to browbeat and treat with brutality any one of his 
inferiors who ventured upon opposing his plans, yet the young 
officer behaved with so much independence, and argued in 
favor of Urrea's ideas, with so much force of reasoning and 
perspicuity, that he carried his point, and the general-in-chief 
assented to the proposed alterations. 

While Captain Letinez was vindicating the correctness of 
Urrea's views, with the President of the Republic, he knew 
so well how to temper his resistance, by demonstrations of 
respect, and his military frankness was so well set off by 
gentlemanly courtesy, as could not fail to charm one, who, 
though not well bred himself, was, nevertheless, peculiarly 
pleased with elegance of manners in his inferiors ; and the 
young man's information appeared so important to the gen- 
eral-in-chief, that he became desirous of securing his imme- 
diate attendance about his person. Captain Letinez, there- 
fore, received an official order to join the main body of the 
army, and was appointed aid-de-camp to the President, 
whilst another officer was despatched to carry an answer 
back to Urrea, who had, by this time, crossed the Brazos, a 
little below Cartwright's plantation. 

Our hero being, by such an unforeseen series of events, pre- 
vented from hearing any thing about Miss Quinton and her 
father, or providing for their welfare in person, had no other 
resource than to write to Alvarez and several other friends, 
in order to recommend his protigies to their attention ; and 
he doubted not that, from their attachment to him, they would 
comply with his request. 

It is not our intention to follow him through the various 
military movements in which he participated. The fool- 
hardiness of Santa Anna, who, after having seen one thousand 
of his soldiers killed at the taking of the Alamo, by a garrison 
of two hundred backwoodsmen, still persisted in the notion 
that the Texians were inferior in bravery and intelligence to 
the peasantry of his own country, prompted him to rush head- 
long with his vanguard, into the very snare prepared for him ; 
and the fatal twenty-first of April taught him the diiference 
between the two races. 

It was on the sixteenth of April that our hero joined Santa 
Anna, who was, then, some leagues west of New Washing- 
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ton, — entirely bewildered, but still, in order to encoaragelui 
troops, keeping up an appearance of design. The MezicaB 
commander, without any positive information about the nun- 
ber of the enemy, or their resources ; without the least knov- 
ledge of Houston's abilities and talents, or the least acquain- 
tance with the nature of the country, through which hisooone 
lay ; had left the main body of his army, with all his wuUrid 
sixty miles behind, under the command of Filisola, one of hb 
personal enemies ; and had pushed ahead, at a venture, with 
twelve hundred men, in search of Houston. His movemeDti 
were not unlike those of a giddy boy, playing at blind man^s 
bufF — ^who is sorely afraid to knock his head against a post, 
but yet, in order to disguise his fears, talks loud and makei 
as much noise as he can. On the other hand, Greneral How- 
ton, who did not know the amount of force with which Santi 
Anna was advancing, thought it prudent to keep under cover 
of the woods, until he should draw the Mexicans into a pro* 
per field of battle, where he would venture less, by an attack, 
than in an open naked plain. Military genius, in this in- 
stance, served Houston, as well as a long experience of the 
art of war could have done. 

On the nineteenth, Santa Anna sent our hero, with one 
Captain Barragan, and a considerable body of dragoons, to a 
point on the Lynchburgh road, ten miles distant from Nev 
Washington, in order to watch the approach of Houston, 'ud 
the next day, early in the morning, Captain Letinex rode 
post haste, to inform him that the Tcxians had just arrifed ai 
Lynchburgh. In spite of the swaggering rodomontades of 
Santa Anna, this piece of intelligence was very unyekone; 
and his first measure was to send to Filisola, ibr a speedy 
reinforcement of his best troops. These were immeoiitelj 
despatched, under the command of General Cos, the moft 
who had, in the beginning of the war, surrendered the ibrt 
of Bexar, and been paroled and was, now, bsaring anBi,ui 
violation of an express article of his capitu1atio|i. He made 
a forced march, and arrived on the morning of the twenty- 
first, between nine and ten o'clock ; but his troops were to 
far exhausted, that it was found indispensable to grant sone 
refreshment to the soldiers. Soon afterwards, Don Biigoel 
de Aguirrc, the commander of the escort,' despatched to pnJteci 
the mules which were bringing ammunition, insisting upon the 



AMBSOnO BB IBTINXZ. 11 

same privilege being extended to his men^ and that their 
horses, also, should be permitted to drink, (for they had not 
been watered for twenty-four hours) Santa Anna availed 
him3elf of this delay, to take— a nap ! He found himself 
under some lofly trees, the dense foliage of which produced 
a cool shade, — the ground was carpeted by the most delicate 
blue grass, — ^he had just taken a copious breakfast and all 
concurred' to render the temptation irresistible. But oh ! the 
fatal nap ! Well might he say, like Lafontaine's ass : 

" — «— PoccasioD, rherbe tendre et, je pense, 
Quelque diable aussi me pouasant !*' 

Never was poor sleeper awakened in a more unpleasant man- 
ner ! The Texian general, who was not to be caught asleep, 
bad perceived the arrival of Cos' reinforcement, and tJiat de- 
termined him to precipitate the attack, lest the enemy's 
strength should continue to increase. He gave the word, 
and his men, advancing, surprised the Mexicans. One of 
their wings drove away three companies, which had been 
posted in a wood, to cover Santa Anna's right; and from 
among the trees, the Texian marksmen kept up such a well 
directed fire, as quickly threw the Mexicans into confusion. 
The rest of Houston's infantry attacked their enemy in front, 
with two pieces of cannon and in spite of General Castrillon's 
efforts, to re-establish order, the latter were in complete dis- 
comfiture, in less than forty-five minutes. The rout was en- 
tire and left nothing to desire to the Texians. 

The action of San Jacinto has been sufficiently celebrated 
to render a detailed description of it, in this book, a work of 
supererogation ; but it is not likely that its results have been 
justly estimated by any one not intimately acquainted with 
Mexico. What that battle made Texas, it will remain, at 
least, for ages to come. In less than an hour, a country 
larger than Fraoce and Italy was lost to the Mexican repub- 
lic, and an opening made for the Anglo-American race, to 
the immense mineral wealth of Chihuahua and Sonora, the 
far greater part of which is yet unexplored. (^) 

The Texians, aftec the first heat of battle was over, gen- 
erously gave quarter to the vanquished, — though they would 
have been justifiable by the laws of war in retaliating upon 
them^ — and it was to this merciful conduct, on their part, our 
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hero was indebted for the prolongation of hifl life. When he 
beheld the whole Mexican vanguard, thrown into sudden dis- 
order, he and some other officers tried in vain to rally tbeir 
men. Having seen one of their own captains killed by In 
soldiers, whom he attempted, by blows, to force against tbe 
enemy, they became convinced that the defeat was im- 
trievable, and thought they had nothing better to do than to 
follow the stream of those who fled. 

After a ride of about four miles, with his enemies in fiD 
pursuit, our hero found his further retreat impeded by a deep 
and broad creek, the bridge over which had been bumodb^ 
the Texians. The main body of the Mexican army, under 
command of Filisola, lay only eighteen leagues distant, and 
he fancied the fortunes of the Mexicans might still be n- 
trieved ; for that corps consisted of about five thousand dud, 
with a well appointed park of artillery ; but the impediiDBit 
in his way served only to render these oonsidenUions man 
tantalizing. The banks of the creek were so hig|i and pi^ 
cipitous as to render it imposjsible for him to urge his hm 
into the stream. Afler repeated attempts had been fbfled, 
perceiving that the jaded animal refused the perilous, hipk 
and seeing his pursuers ready to overtake him», lie. sl^j^ 
and Mdth much difiiculty succeeded in concealing huDKu ii 
a thicket of dwarf pines. 

In the meantime, his pursuers had drawn near, and ji%* 
ing, from the difficulty with which they knew an atleB|iklD 
cross the creek, at that place, would be attended, that Aa h- 
gitive would endeavor to conceal himself on the left IhIi 
they began a rigorous search through the grove which 'lUrfii' 
the margin of the stream. As if to favor our hero's flAlli 
for concealment, night -set in, very dark, and while As tlK* 
ians were running up and down, and shouting to eadi itei 
he crept, unperceived, through the grass, and oaatdfik ^ 
reach the verge of the perpendicular bank, from whsooi b 
could obtain an imperfect glimpse of the water below. 

There he lay, shrouded in darkness, hardly daring to Av 
his breath, and expecting, every moment, to be discofMdlf 
his pursuers ; when, to his surprise, he.faeard whispen MB- 
ingly proceeding from a recess, in the clifi^ a few. feet bijiV 
the spot where he lay concealed. 

He lent an anxious ear and his surmises were 
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There were voices — ^human voices— carrying on, though in 
stifled whispers, an earnest conversation. He hent his head 
farther over the stream, to catch the sounds, and a ray of 
hope lighted up in his hosom, when he heard the accents of 
his own language. 

" I tell thee, Pablo," said one of those who carried on the 
conversation, " that Don Ambrosio has been shot. I saw him 
fall from his horse, as he was riding through the ranks, cheer- 
ing our men, when the battle began." 

" And I assure thee, Juan," replied the other, " thou wert 
mistaken. It was Greneral Castrillon, whom thou sawest fall, 
while galloping to and fro, to re-establish order among our 
soldiers ; when the new recruits, brought by Greneral Cos, 
had thrown every thing into confusion. Don Ambrosio was 
too prudent to expose himself to such a danger. As soon as 
he got a horse, he fled for dear life, as well as the best of us." 

" I would what thou sayest were true, and that we could 
fell in with him," replied Juan. " If he be not dead, he can- 
not have crossed the creek, and will never cross it, without 
being shown the ford. It was a lucky hit of thine, to dis- 
cover this crossing-place, the other day, when the passage of 
the bridge wsis encumbered by the artillery and tumbrils. — 
But why should we wait any longer ? As soon as the noise 
of these Texian bloodhounds ceases, and we think they have 
withdrawn from the margin of the creek, we must drop into 
the water. We will be more secure on the opposite bank." 

" It is my intention so to do," resumed Pablo. " But I 
must precede thee." 

" Why, as to that, I will not deny thee the privilege, thou 
knowest ; for I am not acquainted with the spot, and must be 
led by thee. There is little danger of my running away,.and 
leaving thee in the lurch." 

Here, the two individuals that had been holding this con- 
versation, who, as the reader may have inferred were Mexi- 
can soldiers, just escaped from the field of battle, were inter- 
rupted by Captain Letinez, himself, calling to them, from 
above : " Hist ! hist I If you are Mexicans, for Grod's sake, 
show me a passage to your hiding place, — and how to cross 
the creek. It shall make your fortune." 

" Santo cielo /" exclaimed one of the soldiers ; " we are 
discovered . Whence comes this voice, and whose can it be ?" 

Vol. II. 2 
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*' I am a Mexican officer, — ^Ambrosio de Letinez," inter- 
rupted our hero. " For the sake of heaven, refuse me doc 
your assistance ! — ^Without it, I must perish." 

"Oh, if you are one of us," replied Pablo, ** we will do 
every thing in our power to save you. Perhaps, we shall doC 
be able to effect our escape ; but we will, at least, bring yoa 
down to our place of concealment ; whence we can reach 
the water and cross the river without danger. Remain where 
you are : I am coming up, to guide you hither." So sayiog} 
the trooper lefl his hiding hole, and ascended, until he reach- 
ed Captain Letinez, whom he safely conducted to his place 
of concealment. 

Once there, the fugitives, after a short deliberation, made 
immediate disposition for crossing the creek. The place had 
previously been surveyed by Pablo, and thouffh the night was 
dark, he entertained no fears of missing the rord. He, tbeze- 
fore, fearlessly plunged into the stream, and though, at fixst, 
stunned, soon got upon his legs and proceeded a few yards, 
with the water up to his breast. His companions imitated 
his example, and holding each other by the hand, they toiled 
through the mud and oozy slime, until they reached the west- 
ern bank. Having, with infinite difficulty, scrambled Dp, 
through the thick tangled mass of reeds and bushes, which, 
almost every where, in the eastern division of Texas, skiit 
water-courses, they set about drying their clothes,— a task 
which brought to the continuation of their march a delay, the? 
had the greatest reason to regret. However, they succeeded, 
and resumed their way towards the west ; but in cooataot 
danger of falling into the hands of the Texians, several par- 
tics of whom had already crossed the creek, and were scour- 
ing prairie and thicket, in the eager expectation of capturing 
Santa Anna. 

A few leagues from the creek, they reached a hooae, 
abandoned by its inhabitants, and the day beginning now to 
dawn, they thought it prudent to enter the lonely habitatioD, 
for the purpose of concealment. Every thing about the pre- 
mises bore the marks of the ravages which the Mexican aoU 
diery had committed on their march, a few days previous. 
The doors were battered down, the windows dashed into 
pieces, the furniture defaced, and several articles of clothioff 
scattered about the apartments. The two soldiers woun 
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have thought this a fine opportunity for pillaging, and would 
most gratefully have thanked their stars, for being allowed 
to glean in such a field, though the harvest had been reaped 
by others, had not Captain Letinez rebuked them, and repre- 
sented the utter impossibility of carrying off their plunder, 
and the danger it would create, by retarding their march. 
Each of them, nevertheless, availed himself of the opportu- 
nity, in order to exchange his soiled uniform for fresh car- 
ments, which, besides the comfort of cleanliness, added 
something of probability to the slight chance they had of 
passing undiscovered through the disseminated batallions of 
the Texians. This might indeed have been relied on, had it 
been in their power to alter their speech, with as much fa* 
cility as their outward appearance. 

Entirely disregarding this important consideration, and 
trusting too far to their present disguise, the two soldiers had 
no sooner put on their new equipment, than they manifested 
a desire to continue their flight. Such a measure was 
strongly opposed by our hero, but it was in vain he repre- 
sented to them the fool-hardiness of the undertaking, and 
exhorted them to wait until the first heat of the pursuit on 
the part of the Texians should have abated— clearly prov- 
ing to them that their chances of escape would then be mul- 
tiplied — ^they turned a deaf ear to his expostulations, and 
resolved to continue their flight forthwith, leaving him to 
diift for himself, in the best way he could. 

After their departure, the prudence of Captain Letinez 
suggested the precaution of concealing the Mexican regi- 
mentals, which he and his companions had exchanged for 
American dresses, lest they should, in case of any unex- 
pected visit, betray the presence of a stranger on the pre- 
mises. He next took a survey of the house. A large 
staircase, though greatly damaged, gave access to an upper 
story, divided into several rooms. Along the east front of 
the house, ran a wide balcony, screened from the rays of 
the sun, by several large trees, the branches of which pro- 
jected over it. Two of those trees chanced to be a bastard 
species of ebony, sometimes met with in those regions of 
Texas, and the foliage of which is so dense, as to be imper* 
vious to the glance of the eye, no less than to the rays of 
the sun. 
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Our hero was just finishing his 8urvey» when he wu 
alarmed by the report of musquetry, at a distance, and pre- 
sently descried, through one of the windows, a party of Tex- 
ians, on horseback, rapidly advancing toi^urds the house. 
How could he escape their search ? — ^Flight was impooible, 
for they were mounted. — ^Concealment in any of the apait- 
ments would afford but a short respite. — ^What should he 
do ? — Should' he go to meet them and surrender 1 But wdqU 
they grant quarter ? — He could judge of their dispootioo, 
merely from what the practice of his countrynrien rendered 
probable, and the cruelties which Santa Anna had ezerciiedi 
during his advance throu^ the heart (of Texas, made him 
look upon bitter retaliation as certain, now that Uie TexisDi 
were triumphant. There was no time for reflection, hov* 
ever, as the unwelcome visiters were fast approaching, and 
no other place of concealment offering itself, he spnag iq> 
from the balcony, into one of the ebony trees, the dense b' 
liage and heavy boughs of which would, he thought, scieeD 
him from observation, without preventing him from noticiDg 
what might take place about the premises. 

Leaving our hero to solace himself in the cool retiett 
where he has effected a lodgment, we hasten to meet onr 
Texian friends, as they alight before the house. One of the 
new comers is the owner of the plantation, returning to tike 
possession of his property, accompanied by a ]ady of an a- 
ceedingly interesting appearance, and by five negroes. '' 

There is such an evident disparity between the age of the 
gentleman and that of his fair charge, that she can hardly be 
his wife, and it is no less plain, from the tender, yet aotbori- 
tative tone, in which he addresses her, that she must be ooB- 
nectcd with him by some close tie. 

The company have alighted, and are casting their ejee 
around, to view the havoc made by the invaders. 

" As I lib, Massa," exclaims a negro wench, her eyes al- 
most starting from their sockets, and looking the veiy ff> 
ture of horror, *^ If them Mexican dragoons has not tore ^ 
Miss Nancy's shrubbery by the roots ! — ^And look yonder !--- 
Oh ! gemini. — It is the head of the white cow, stuck on the 
comer of the garden paling !" 

While the black dairy-maid is pronouncing a finenl on- 
tion over her favorite, a shrill exclamation arises firom tbe 
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precincts of the parlor. It proceeds from the pipe of ano- 
ther sahle damsel, who is horrified at the sight of her young 
lady's wardrohe ; the articles of which, she heholds in a 
most woful plight, scattered about, and - miserably soiled. 
While these discoveries are going on in the house, the owner 
of the plantation, accompanied by his negroes, is visiting the 
stables and out-buildings, and finds that the same ravages 
have been committed in every part of the premises. 

During the absence of the old gentleman, the young lady, 
with the help of the negro women, had busied herself in re- 
storing things to order ; but the whole establishment made 
but a sorry appearance, so that, on his return, the farmer 
held a consultation with OfW concerned, as to the best and 
most effectual means of remed3dng the deficiencies. 

It was, at length, concluded that he should go back to the 
camp, with two of the men, to procure a wagon and horses, 
and return as soon as possible with furniture and provisions. 
The remaining negro man was to see what cattle was lefl 
alive in the prairie, and the two black women to stay with 
their young mistress, and try to make every thing comforta- 
ble. <^ You are in no manner of danger," said the old gen- 
tleman, as the young lady looked fearfully around. " There 
does not remain a Mexican under arms, within a dozen 
miles. The plai]> is alive with our men, moving in every 
direction, and if Santa Anna is not yet taken, he must be 
■sore cunning than a fox." 

Before the return of their master to Houston's camp, the 
servants had to prepare a hurried meal, which though indif- 
ferent, was eaten with a hearty appetite. It was served on a 
table, consisting of planks hastily nailed on two trestles, that 
were the only articles on which the invaders had not vented 
their rage, and the clolh was laid precisely under the tree, 
in the foliage of which our hero was ensconced. 

Poor as was the banquet and unsavory as were the fumes 
that ascended from the table, they sufficed to tantalize the 
Mexican, who from the lap of the ebony tree, could descry 
roost of what was passing below. Having tasted no food 
for about thirty hours, he felt the keenest appetite, but had 
no prospect of finding an opportunity to satisfy its crav- 
ings, without endangering his life. He saw that the house 
was taken possession of by its owner, and it was a matter of 

2* 
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doubt whether he should find an opportunity for reaching 
terra fimuii without being discovered ; and discovery, in hu 
ignorance of the American character, he conaidered as cer- 
tain death. He was, therefore, a prey to the most gloomj 
apprehensions, while the triuniphant laugh and jest came vp 
from below. 

The Texians' breakfast was, at last, concluded. The 
farmer, accompanied by two of his negroes, set out for Hoi» 
ton's camp, the remaining black man took up his mtreb 
across the broad expanse of the prairie, in search of his obi- 
ter's stray cattle ; and the young lady, sending the two ne* 
gro women to a spring at some distance, remained alooe in 
the house. 

This unexpected turn of afiairs somewhat relieved the un* 
iety of mind under which our hero labored. He, naw^ began 
to hope that escape was not impossible. While the ooiti 
was clear, might he not descend from his place of oonoeal- 
ment and leave the premises ? — There was no fear of detec- 
tion, and he might pursue his flight so briskly, as to be be- 
yond the reach of the negroes, when they diould retain* 
But the debility to which he was reduced by his protracted 
fasting made him doubt whether his strength was adequate to 
the task he proposed. He could not, however, devise anj 
means of procuring food, without alarming the young lady. 

From these desponding thoughts he was rousea by her 
voice : — she was singing. Her accents were melodioui and 
evidently proceeded from a great proficient in the art. He 
lent an attentive ear and recognized the tune. He knew the 
verses also ! The song was in his own language ! — It wat 
one of the finest pieces of Melendez Yaldez — the ^Muish 
Pindar — hardly equalled by any lyric poet of modern Europe. 

Inferring from this that the young lady was familiar with 
Spanish, our hero's resolution of throwing himself upon hex 
mercy, was strengthened, and he proceeded to immediate 
execution, though, not without some misgivings. Having 
contrived to reach again the gallery, without noise, he aofUjr 
descended the staircase that led to the parlor, and, present- 
ing himself before the fair vocalist, addressed her in ^xuuah, 
saying ; " Scnora, I am one of those who, yesterday, escaped 
from the battle field of San Jacintho. My life is in your 
hands : I am so faint for want of food, that I can proceed no 
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farther. Will you grant proCectioti to one who has saved 
many of your countrymen, and who, bow, thinks less of his 
humiliation, in being enabled to apply for mercy, to that com- 
passion so congenial to the female heart V* 

The young lady, thus taken by surprise, could not restrain 
her emotion. At the first appearance of the Mexican, an 
exclamation escaped her ; but she had too much natural in- 
trepidity to give way to fear, and the address of the stranger ' 
was so elegantly worded, — ^his tone, so moving, — and the 
vein of chivalric gallantry, with which he threw himself upon 
her generosity, so flattering, — ^that she could not help being 
interested. Happily the negro women had not heard her cry 
for help, and now she listened, with absorbing interest, to the 
romantic history of his escape from the field of battle, and 
his concealment in the ebony- tree, and as she chanced to be 
well acquednted with the Spanish language, she lost none of 
the peculiar charm, which, the elegant and winning manner 
of our hero lent to his narrative. 

The interest felt by our young lady in the story of her 
Mexican guest did not, however, cause her to forget the du- 
ties of hospitality. As soon as he had concluded, she invited 
him to partake of a repast, which, in other circumstances, might 
have been styled a sorry one ; but under the present distress, 
was most welcome. Time passed on, and the young lady 
began to be perplexed, as to the manner of disposing of Cap. 
tain Letinez ; or, rather, as to what course she should advise 
him to pursue ; when further reflection on that subject was 
precluded by the return of the black women from the spring. 
They approached the house, unperceived, and no sooner 
heard the foreign accents of Don Ambrosio, than they threw 
down their water buckets, and ran off, screaming at the top 
of their lungs, — " The enemy ! the enemy ! — They have 
killed Missus ! — They'll burn the house !" 

Away they went, with might and main, taking the way to 
Houston's Camp, and accompanying every step, with a new 
ejaculation of terror, or a new scream for help. They 
might have run and screamed a long time in vain, had not, 
as we have said, most of the Texian soldiery been, at that 
time, scattered through the prairies, in pursuit of the Mexi* 
cans, who had escaped from the field of battle. About two 
miles distant from the house, a party of those troops came 
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across the black women, whose flight had been so rapid, tbat 
they were almost dead with fatigue. The exaggerated a& 
count which they gave induced the Texians to believe that 
some of the Mexican fugitives were making head, and they 
immediately fired their muskets, as a signal for their com- 
rades, who might chance to be within hearing distance, to 
join them. The report of musquetry soon brought a large 
reinforcement to their aid, and, marshalling themselves io 
close column, they proceeded towards the house, guided by 
the two black women, who, as they went, benaoaned, now, 
the murder of their young mistress, — now^ the death of the 
white cow, — now, the loss of the provisions. 

In the meanwhile, our hero had made his escape. After 
taking leave of the young lady and protesting that he would 
always remember, with the most heart-felt gratitude, the 
favor he had received from her, he directed his march west- 
wardly, at an accelerated pace, and had the good fortune to 
encounter no interruption for about half an hour. As he was 
entering a little thicket of locust-trees, however, his happ}' 
star deserted him. A company of Texians were in ambus- 
cade in the grove, and though the captain, upon being chal- 
lenged, answered in good English, the circumstance of hi:^ 
being unarmed betrayed him. It was of no use to persist io 
a feint, and he declared his name and condition. Now, he 
enjoyed an immense advantage in speaking the language of 
his captors ; and a Texian officer of rank, prejudiced io his 
favor, by his noble mien, and elegant manner of expressins 
himself, took him under his protection, and exercisecf with 
military frankness, such rites of hospitality as his own desti- 
tute condition left in his power. 

Great was the surprise of the victors, to see among their 
prisoners, a number of officers of gentlemanly appearance 
and good breeding, for, judging from the excesses their army 
hud committed, on its passage, they thought them .so many 
monsters, insatiable with human blood. The fact is, how- 
ever, that, Mexicans are, in general, remarkable for their 
mildness and suavity of manners. They are indeed suscep- 
tible of sudden mental exaltation, and while under the empire 
of political phrenzy, they will sometimes forget their charac- 
ter, but they cannot be called a cruel, much less, a ferodow 
race. — It is true, the number of assassinations, by highway 
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robbers, is considerable ; but we make bold to assert, tbat 
any portion of Europe, suddenly placed under the empire of 
the same political circumstances as Mexico, would sbon pre- 
sent a greater number of crimes. 

In the parts of the old world most distinguished for mora* 
Lity and intelligence, — Scotland, for example, — murder and 
theft have been, within the memory of man, of more frequent 
oceurrence, than they are, at this day, in Mexico. Yet, how 
soon was a wholesome reformation introduced into that coun- 
try, by the exercise of a vigorous gospel ministry and a strict 
execution of the criminal law. Would not the same take 
place in the land of Anahuac, by a proper administration of 
justice ? We have no doubt it would, for, we repeat it, the 
people are docile, and easily receive impressions from their 
civil rulers. In fact, instead of being astonished at the sight 
of the immorality which the poor Mexicans exhibit, we should 
rather be surprised that they have not fallen into utter confu- 
sion and absolute barbarism. — Moral instruction is almost 
null in the country. The priests are in too small a number 
to discharge even the mechanical duties of their religion, — 
hardly sufficient for the administration of baptism, marriage 
Emd the celebration of masses and funeral rites ; so that, even 
if they would, they have no time to instruct the people. 
Their parishes are too large,— averaging, at least, sixty 
miles, in diameter, which prevents most of the peasantry 
from repairing to church above once, or twice a year. 

The mass of the clergy, moreover, are grossly ignorant, 
most of the vicars, or laboring priests, hardly understanding 
the Latin of their breviary ; and where an exception occurs, 
either in point of knowledge, or morality, (which is more 
frequently the case, among parish priests, than is supposed 
abroad,) the subject thus distinguished generally lacks that 
zeal for proselytism, and esprit de corps which render the 
Roman Catholic clergy in Europe, so efficient. 

With thfs capital defect, of absolute ignorance in the 
people, is combined a complete perversion of justice in the 
tribunals of the country. In civil affairs, the magistrates 
are as accessible to bribery, as Turkish Cadis ; and in the 
cognizance of crimes, as nobody pays them, to be severe ; 
they, of course, give way to the mildness of human nature, 
and almost always suffer the guilty to escape. 
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In the organization of the courts of p r im era instanda, 
(common picas,) all the rules of common sense aeem to have 
been set at defiance. Every parish is governed by three or 
four Alcaldes, who concentrate in their body all kinds of power, 
save spiritual jurisdiction, and are obliged incessantly to 
labor in the administration of justice, or the management of 
municipal concerns, without any emoluments, from fees of 
office, or the public treasury'; so that these charges would 
become ruinous to the incumbents and intolerable burthens, 
were it not for the bribes the latter receive. This causes 
all honest men to shun them, and whenever such individuals 
happen to be elected, (which is not a case absolutely with- 
out example,) they must be forced to accept by the fear of 
heavy fines. There is no country where the professioo of 
the law is so much despised. — The Alcaldes act, generally, 
without any other rule than their individual notions of light 
and wrong, and concentrating in their hands powers wluch 
are, every where else, carefully kept separate, they inces- 
santly fall into the adoption of arbitrary measures. 

Add to this, that the clergy and military* are not amena- 
ble, even in civil causes, before the common judges of the 
land, which insures them impunity, in any thing they may 
attempt against common citizens, and you can form an idea 
of the confusion prevailing in this country.— -Ignorance, in 
the mass of the people — a general system of bribery, in die 
administration of justice — ^impunity, in criminal caoca ni 
the foolish privileges of the soldiery and clergy have done 
much to demoralize the nation ; yet it is wonderful thej haie 
not had more fatal results. 

* There is a juez eeelentutieo (Bpiritual judge) in ereij |»aiUi, vb» 
is, almost always, the parish priest himself. Other cleigjrmen eu bt 
sued before him, but he can himself be sued only before the mwmm* 
Those ecclesiastical judges, however, if a suit is brought before CliaM,in 
sure to cast the lay plaintiff. Every incumbent of a parish hae the fee n^ 
pie of his cure, of which he cannot be deprived by any vote of d» pM> 
pie, how enormous soever be the subject of complaint againit him. Thi 
eure9 are given ad concuraum ; but there, also, bribery evaile tbi ifr 
worthy. — ^The military are amenable only to their superion, wen IkfVfi 
for debt ; and many eifnUaiu^ by being graduadoe, have aoqairad Ai 
same privilege, though they never bore arms. These 
styled fueros. 
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CHAPTER II. 

I have consider'd well his loes of time ; 
^ And how he cannot be a perfect man, 
Not beings try'd and tiitor*d in the world : 
Experience is by industry achiev'd 
And perfected by the swift course of time. 

7\oo Gentlemen of Verona, Act, I. 

Our hero, now brought into contact with a foreign race, 
and a people of dissimilar modes of life and religion, had 
new chances of enlarging the sphere of his ideas upon civil 
government and human nature. He saw, with his own eyes, 
a moral phenomenon, which had never, till then, taken place 
in Christendom, and will not probably happen a second time. 
A handfuU of backwoodsmen, without previous organization, 
without pecuniary means, or any connecting band among 
themselves, save the tie of language ; springing up into a 
nation, with the rapidity of lightning. A people of twenty 
fiv€^ thousand souls, at most, resisting one of eight millions, 
and, by means of that coolness and indomitable spirit of free- 
dom, inseparable from the genius of English civilization, 
making their resistance good ! His mind was not mature 
enough, nor his experience of the world sufficiently enlarged, 
to enable him justly to estimate the causes which had pro* 
duced so strange a result. Neither would his patriotic feel- 
ings have permitted him to allow them their just weight, had 
he been clear sighted enough to discover them ; but yet he 
was eager to study the Texians, supposing that he would see 
in them a sample of the Anglo-Americans, whom, he was, on 
account of his father, rather inclined to esteem. The man- 
oer in which he proceeded in his examination partook, in a 
singular degree, of the prejudices created in his mind by his 
education. 

. He, first, directed his attention to their religious tenets ; for, 
this is a subject, which, with % Mexican — ^whether pious or im- 
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pious — ^is always nippermost. Catholicity, in Menco, en- 
grosses, by its multifarious ceremonies, a fourth part of the 
people's time : so that it is not surprising thinking persons, 
there, should be so prone to attribute to it more influence 
than we would naturally suppose, in forming the cbaracter.of 
a nation. But captain Letinez could not realize among die 
Texians any thing bearing the semblance of worship. He 
perceived no images in their tents — ^no beads about their 
necks ! — They never made the sign of the cross — neither 
had they any thing like a religious sendee, on Sundays !— so 
that, although convinced such a mass of people could not be 
kept together without the band of religion, he was at a loss 
to guess of what description it might be. 

The notions he had conceived of Christianity (which wHl 
appear singular to some of our readers) were, that, oo mat> 
ter how its speculative tenets might be modified by humu 
passions, there should be, at least, something external, fin<i 
and formal. In Mexico, Catholicity, though of a more plas- 
tic nature than is generally supposed by ProtestantSy has put 
on the inflexibility of the ancient religion of the Aztecs. 
The barrenness of imagination, and propensity to servile im- 
itation, which are the distinguishing characteristics of thepeo> 
pie, have, probably, had a considerable influence in htwffa^ 
about this result ; but, whatever may have been the cuse, 
■the ceremonial of the church, there, admits of few^ Jpai 
differences, than in any other Catholic country. In Ae do- 
minions of the Pope himself the ritual is not so rigid andeiact ! 
Throughout the vast extent of Mexico, not the leasl derii- 
tion has ever been permitted from the religious forms settled 
at the time of the conquest. From the frontiers of Guate- 
mala, to Santa F6, the churches are, everywhere, built vpon 
the same plan, — the same number of bells is suspeDclea in 
every steeple, — ^the statues of the Holy Family are carved in 
the same posture and with the same inflexible rigidity of £•- 
tures. Nay, so much importance is attached to Uds uniibrai- 
ity, that the least deviation from it would be considersdasan 
act of impiety. This great importance attached to mere ziles 
has had the tendency to elevate the accessory above tbe prin- 
cipal, and to induce the people to view Catholicity, menq^ai 
a series of ceremonies, digested so as to retrace the hisiori- 
cal part of Christianity, in the course of the year, and adapt- 
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ed to the various seasons— a very false and perverted idea of 
the Roman Catholic system. 

With views on the subject of religion, such as the state 
we have been describing is likely to inspire, our hero could 
not help wondering at the total want of formality on this im- 
portant subject, among the Texians ; and, though afraid to 
give offence, he inquired from his host, in what Protestant- 
ism consisted. 

His entertainer happened to be a well educated man, of a 
philosophical turn of mind, no ways hampered by blind ad- 
herence to any particular creed ; and, in order to enlighten 
our Mexican on this point, answered that the Protestant re- 
ligion consisted chiefly in opposing Popery. " Catholicity," 
said he, " is like a figure dressed up for winter, with cloak, 
and cape, and lining of fur. Protestantism is like a young 
fellow, in his summer dishabille. It may be called Christi- 
anity in round about. Our creed sits upon us as light as 
summer air : it is of a most plastic nature, suffering itself to 
be nooulded into any form or shape. There is but one point 
in it that can be considered as immutable, and in which we 
all agree. — It is to protest ! Hence comes our name. To 
be serious with you, my dear friend," continued he, " we 
are divided into so many petty schisms and parties, that the 
whole is well nigh reduced to an impalpable powder — shaving 
lost all original leaven and savor. It will be necessary that 
soifie strong genius arise, to knead that dust, and fhshion it 
into a new shape. Such an event is not probably far dis- 
tant : North America is prepared for it, but he must be an 
original and powerful mind, indeed, who will undertake the 
moral conquest of such a people.* As for us, here, in Tex- 
as, you may be sure we are in no ways particular about re- 
ligion, as far as yet ; hpwever, think not that we deny the 
necessary articles which constitute the basis of ail religions^— 
such as the existence of the Supreme Being, the spirituality 
of the soul, and a future state of rewards and punishments. 
We hold fast that indispensable substratum, without which, 

* Peut etre sommes nous a la veille d'lm develloppement du Ohristi- 
anisme qui rassemblera dans le meme foyer, tous les rayons ^pars et 
nous fera trouver dans la religion plus que la morale, plus que le bonheur, 
plus que la philosophie, plus que le sentiment meme. — De PAUemagne, 
by Madame de Stael, 

Vol. II. 3 
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not even a civil government^ could be carried on. I moit 
also say — ^how harsh soever it may sound in your ears, and 
deprecating all ideas of offending you — ^that we are purer is 
morals than your people. There are no highway robberies 
among us, nor thefls, except what proceed from negroei. 
Whenever we feel tempted to wrong our fellow-citizeDSi we 
go about it in a peaceable manner, and under cover of law ! 
The party attacked is in no bodily fear : he can foresee, and 
take his measures ! In point of chastity also, the moat im- 
portant and influential qualification of northern oatiou, we 
are infinitely superior to you. — ^Lust, with us, is both shame- 
ful and hateful. — With your people, it is a matter of indifier* 
ence. This is the chief curse of southern countries— 4he 
leprosy, which unnerves body and mind. It is this which 
caused the Roman empire to sink under the assaults of the 
Northern barbarians — notwithstanding all the science, pdi- 
cy and refinement of the Queen of the Earthy she saw her- 
self struck as with a moral consumption by this vice, and all 
her strength was swept away by a deluge from the North. 
A mighty wave is again starting from the same point, and ii 
will sweep even to the equator. The southern races mot 
be renovated, and a new vigor infused into them, and the 
United States are the officina gentium for the New Contiooit. 
Your country cannot withstand the shock, nor your people 
resist. How should they ? Who u there able to rowe 
them, to concentrate, and direct their eflbrts ? — Tour 
priests ? — ^Are they not sunk into gross immorality and ig* 
noreuice ? — What will a sacrilegious priesthood, loaded wiSi 
concubines and bastards^ do for you ? — ^Are they not poUnted 
to their heart's core ? — Have they not introduced a pesdlem 
distinction between morality and religion ? — ^It is not so with 
us. — Christianity is for us, one and the same thing with mo- 
rality, or, at least, we never attempt to separate them. 
There are, undoubtedly, hypocrites among us also, but I 
would say, comparatively few ; — and they know that they 
are cheats and condemned. They cannot trust in outward 
rites, as possessing any value of themselves, in order to lay 
a < deceitful unction' to their souls. Your religion^ I know, 
possesses in itself all the rules of morally, with the moat 
efficient means for spiritually enforcing the practice of vir- 
tue ; and those who assert the contrary, utter an aboDunaUe 
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calumny ; but the kings of Spain modified it for the use of 
their colonies, and your statesmen are not likely to succeed 
in purifying it. Catholicity, with you, receives a strange 
hiie from your system of civilization, which is, in the main, 
too much akin to the Morisco." 

Captain Letinez, who was not endowed with a great stock 
of patience, could bear no more, without retaliating upon his 
entertainer, and interrupted him, exclaiming, " And how does 
it happen that so moral and chaste a people as your Anglo- 
saxon race, have so many mulattoes among them ? You 
may travel the whole extent of Mexico, without meeting with 
half the number of individuals of mongrd breed, though 
marriages between the different castas, among us, are neither 
prohibited by law, nor stigmatiiied by public opinion. — And 
your slavery ! — What have you to say to that ? — How can 
you reconcile it with the first article of your Declaration of 
independence ? — How dare you utter the word liberty ?" 

" Ah, ah !" replied the Texian, " You think, no doubt, you 
have me, now, but I am not in the least embarrassed to an- 
swer you. I can prove by good arguments that negro slave- 
ry is, not only a justifiable, but even ft praise-worthy institu- 
tion, and tending to the perfection of civil society. — The 
blacks were made bjT nature purposedly to be hewers of wood 
and drawers of watCT for the white race. — If you desire 
scripture authority, I <)an quote the curse of Noah, against 
one of his sons and Gift: posterity, and nothing prevents us 
from supposing that otrc^<4iegroes are descended from Ham, 
you know. — ^In this case,, ^e do no more than fulfilling the 
scripture. And really, if 'Wie consider well the matter, it is 
a kind of obligation incumbejbt upoB us ! — ^Do you crave phi- 
losophical proofs ? — ^Dissect a black man, and yqrfiirill find 
the internal structure of his body somewhat different from 
ours. — It is about the lumbary regions, anatomists say ! Does 
not this make my assertion good, and prove that black men 
were intended by nature to serve us as playthings ? — If you 
want metaphysical arguments, we will show that negroes are 
inferior to us in judgment, and though it is pretended that 
this deficiency is compensated by a superior warmth of fan- 
cy, nothing obliges us to acknowledge the truth of such an 
assertion." 

" Are you in earnest," interrupted the Mexican, " when 
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you bring forward such arguments, or are you jesting } It 
sounds in my ears like a bitter irony against the right df ■!»• 
very." 

" Jesting !" said the other, *< upon my word, it is fir from 
my thoughts. These are the reasons and argiudeots all the 
south uses against the northern philanthropists^ and we cu- 
not conceive what right they have to meddle in our fiunily 
concerns, and aim at subverting a pairiarehal wrtthrtfw, 
which unites together, by the bands of a domestic compact, 
the lower and higher species, and makes brute fozce theve- 
ful instrument of superior intelligence." 

<< They have the right of nature," exclaimed Seiior de Le- 
tinez, " and the order of the Almighty Creator, who hu » 
constituted the heart of man that it is shocked at the idea of 
injustice and cruelty inflicted upon his fellow man. Han- 
kind are bound together hy feeling, and when I seek to »> 
lieve the pains of others, it is my own I assuage.* Back iB" 
dividual is personally concerned in the welfare of the whofe, 
and a general law of responsibility pervades intellectual H- 
ture. — Your pettifoggers of the law, and sophistical 
on diplomacy may seek to obscure this truth, but it 
our mind, more powerful than all their endeavors to atiflD it 
Did you ever read the famous passage of Sheridan's apeed^ 
on the trial of Warren Hastings, without feeling your heut 
thrilled and your bosom warmed ? — Is it not from tUs soli- 
ment it derives its matchless force ?" 

The Texian, not a little surprised at hearing hii goMt 
quoting Sheridan, exclaimed, " whew ! has this kind of itif 
crept into Mexico, also ? — But beware of bombast, bevan 
of fanaticism ! — ^You are too smart a young man to dail >> 
nonsense. — Besides, I must tell you, querido wdo, tfatt lUi 
species of sublimity is somewhat dangerous, here^-^Our 
planters might be tempted to handle you without gbveii 
were you to express yourself before them in such a masiKr. 
So, you must be discreet ; the time is not yet conoe to Hafe 
a parade of philanthropy. In the meanwhile we will d» 
better to converse about something else." 

In conformity with his entertainer's wish, they tumsd Ihe 

* The ideas of Seiior de Letinez are highly blameable, no doabC, Wi 
he apeaka according to the prejudices of his coontiyiiiaii. 
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conversation on another topic — the progress of the mechani. 
cal arts in the United States— cuid our hero was lost in 
amaze, when the great revolution introduced into the civil- 
ized world, by the application of steam to machinery was 
explained to Mm. Steamers, locomotive engines, and power 
looms were the subject of his wonder ! He had, indeed, be- 
fore, heard of these things, but had no idea that they were 
applied on so extensive a scale, to the purpose of social life. 
He had been under a vague impression that these inventions 
were, rather, philosophical playthings, calculated to show 
forth the ingenuity of their authors, but not to become popular ; 
— much less had he suspected that they were destined to 
change, one day, the face of Christendom, and increase the 
comforts of mankind to such a degree, that, before long, we 
will see a common laborer, among the descendants of the 
Celtic race, partaking of more enjoyments, than the wealthi- 
est nobleman did, five hundred years ago, in the most power- 
ful monarchies of Europe. 

Now, that his curiosity was awakened, he bitterly lamented 
having lost his liberty, for he anxiously desired to travel 
through the countries where those prodigies are met with 
at every step. But though a prisoner, along with his fellow 
soldiers, he found the rigors of his captivity softened by his 
love of reading and the interest which he created in the 
breast of his captor. 

Filisola, having agreed to obey the instructions that Santa 
Anna, after falling into the hands of the Texians had sent 
him ; the latter abstained from avenging on their prisoners, 
the massacre of Groliad, while the old Italian fox appeared 
to grant, as a favor, and in order to save the President's life, 
a retreat, which necessity imperiously demanded, and with- 
out which, his army would have been entirely lost. 

A portion of the Texian forces followed Filisola, in his 
march, through swamps and thickets, while the rest of Hous- 
ton's troops were dismissed,— ^ part of the prisoners being 
previously secured in various depots, and some being dis- 
seminated among the farmers, in order to be supported with 
more facility. Under this new arrangement, it was* not dif- 
ficult for the gentleman who had been our hero's captor to 
obtain leave to take him to his farm, situated a few leagues 
west of the Sabine river. 

3* 
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Once there, Captain Letinez had a greater fiuality for 
studying the domestic habits and modes of life, of the Anglo- 
Americans ; things which, though seldom descanted upon, 
by writers on morality, or legislation, have a far greater in- 
fluence on the political existence of nations, than is generally 
supposed. He saw, in the Texian yeomanry, a bold, un- 
daunted race, of an outward bearing, bordering on the pro- 
iane, which might have been easily mistaken for ferocity ; 
yet, at bottom, humane, hospitable and generous. He was 
peculiarly struck with the noble liberty with which, even in 
the more refined circles, the sexes c-onverse' together ; wbilBt, 
in his own country, the least communication between them 
is looked upon as suspicious, and sufficient to ruin the char- 
acter of the most respectable female. The proceaa of hus- 
bandry, also, appeared to him to have attained a high degree 
of improvement. He admired the American plough, and 
wondered that the Mexicans were still content to put up 
with the rude Aratrum of barbarous ages. The extent to 
which female in-door industry is carried, excited no less his 
attention, being not a little surprised to see the spinning 
wheel and common loom in operation in every fiiroily, wher& 
as, in Mexico, the like is found only in large factories : the 
weaving process being carried on, among the poor taimen, 
by a rough, portative instrument, similar to the one used by 
the wild Arabs, in the great desert of Zahara, as describsd 
by Captain Riley — ^while the good wives' method of spin- 
ning has not even yet reached the dignity of the distaff.* 

We will not pursue those details, relatively to the remarlu 
which our hero passed on the more advanced state of civili- 
zation enjoyed by the Anglo-Americans, — ^whether political, 
moral, economical, or religious, — fearing even that what Ve 
have said should appear irrelevant, in such a work as tlus : 



* There were, before the war of independence, very importsat minii- 
fiictures of woolens, in the cixj of Queretaro, and ot cotton doih, m 
Puebla. The latter have increased and are now numerous, both in thit 
State, and in the valley of Mexico ; but the woolen fiMStoriet of Qdsr- 
taro are gone to decay. Cotton factories, with improved modem lift* 
chinery, flourish also in the departamentot of Morelia and IXnaqgo. 
The Indians make excellent workmen in these new eetablklnNiitt, 
and work at a cheaper rate than the whites, in the United Gteles or 
England. 
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rtater number of our readers being, probably, rather in> 
i to look in a novel, for emotions wod amusement, than 
u9truction. Nevertheless, as usefulness is the main pb* 
ve have in view, we beg to be excused for having intrp- 
1 into our story so many details, hitherto hardly ever 
[oned by novelists. Mexico is bcdiind hand by, at least, 
centuries, in politics, religion and civil economy. It 
iw, by a series of strange circumstances, brought to 
tie against all the weight of modern civilization, and the 
I of modern lights. The portraiture of the contest can- 
ail being interesting to the reflecting mind ; and, though 
re far from believing ourselves adequate to the task, we 
perhaps deserve the praise of having << staHed the game." 
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CHAPTER ni. 

O Libertad preciosa 

No comparada al oro 

Ni al bien mayor de la eipaciofla tiem ! 

Lop^de Fflfi. 

With a sufficient sliare of traDquillity and comfort our 
hero would have spent his time, on his friend's plantation,— 
every day's occurrence having the charm and zest of DOTelt)', 
and his pursuit after knowledge being diversified by bodily 
exercises most fitted to his age, such as hunting, fishing and 
riding, — had not his heart been preyed upon by gloomy and 
distressing thoughts. The uncertainty of Miss Quinton's fiite, 
incessantly occupied his mind, and the ignorance in which be 
was of the movements of the southern division of the MezicaD 
army, since he had himself joined Santa Anna, made him fear 
the worst for the dear object of his affection. 

He had heard, from the Texians, the history of the maan- 
cre at Goliad, and though he believed it exaggerated, yet be 
dreaded lest Major Quinton's life should have been sacrificed; 
in which case, he doubted not, the youns lady would not sur- 
vive him. Even should the major, and his daughter's life 
have been spared, in what situation could they find themaelvesi 
in the midst of an army, forced to retreat, in confiisioo, 
through a ruined and deserted country, where, at the time of 
their triumphal advance, the necessaries of life were doled 
out to the soldiers, with a sparing hand ? To think that 
Miss Quinton, so deligately brought up, should, afler haviog 
already experienced such heavy calamities, be exposed to &- 
tigues and deprivations of every description, and, perhaps, to 
the horrors of famine, in the midst of a disorganized army— 
where the bands of discipline could no longer restrain the 
licentiousness of the soldiery, and where unprincipled officers 
might be tempted to take advantage of the general disorder, 
to insult her — was for him the bitterest torment he had ever 



• • 



AMSWbaiO PS LBTINEZ. 93 

felt. Eveiy day his grief grew more intense, and its ravages 
became visible^on his couq|enance. In vain did his friend 
try to dissipate his sorrow ; his efforts proved unavaiUng. 
At last| Providence offered him the facility of regaining his 
liberty, when he the least expected it. 

On a plantation adjoining that of his captor, there lived a 
wealthy physician, who had, among his servants, a quar- 
teroon, of so fidr a complexion, that, in many a country, he 
might have easily passed for a white man. This slave 
was rather a favorite with his master, who employed him 
chiefly in hunting, in order to provide game for his larder. 
Our hero had frequently met him in the woods, and, by che^nce, 
exchemged a few words, but never paid any serious attention to 
him, until his curiosity was awakened by the following cir- 
cumstance. 

One day, he found the quarteroon, reclined at the foot of a 
tree, fast asleep, with his gun by his side, and a book on his 
knees. Not a little surprised that one of his condition should 
know how to read, our hero, without awaking the sleeper, 
gently took up the volume ; but his astonishment increased, 
when he found it was Milton's Paradise Lost ! While he was 
looking for a favorite passage, the slave awoke, and seeing 
Captain Letinez with his book in his hand, started up, in dis- 
may, exclaiming, with an air of supplication, " For Grod's 
sake, sir, do not betray me." 

"Betray you!" replied the Mexican, "and for what? — 
But I understand how it is ! — ^You have stolen the book ?" 

" Oh no, sir. — ^Not so bad as that,, neither," resumed the 
quarteroon. " The book is my lawful property ; but I meant 
to beseech you to keep secret the discovery you have just 
made— that I know how to read. Were it to become known 
to the planters in this vicinity, they would cause my master 
to get rid of me, and I might incur the risk of being sent 
back to Louisiana. I hope, sir, you will not refuse to listen 
to my prayer. Being yourself acquainted with misfortune, 
you will bear a compassionate heart." 

Captain Letinez thought, within himself, this was a pretty 
close hit at the famous verse of Virgil : 

'* Non ignara mali, miseria sucurrere disco ;'* 

and he was moved by the eloquence of the sentiment express- 
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ed by the slave, still more than by his tone of sapplkation, to 
condescend to promise secrecyJlwhich his suppliaDt though! 
of so much importance to himself. 

The latter thanked him, with the truest effusion of gniti< 
tude, for what he considered as an act of extraordinary con- 
descension, and both began to converse on literaiy subjects, 
with which the quarteroon was tolerably well acquainted. 
He possessed a small collection of Bnglish classicSy tfait be 
kept carefully concealed, and in the reading of which be fre- 
quently indulged, for his hunting rambles gave him many oc- 
casions of doing so, unperceived. Sometimes, also^ during 
the frequent absences from home, which the ezerciBe of the 
medical profession imposed upon his master, he wouM ves- 
ture upon borrowing a volume from his library. 

In the stolen enjoyment of this mental luxury, our hero 
had it in his power to assist the slave, and he made no scra- 
pie to lend him, from time to time, all the interesting worb 
he could obtain. Thus, they frequently met, and pity, oo 
the one hand, and gratitude, on the other, soon gave to tbeir 
intimacy the charms of friendship. 

We are afraid that, by this avowal, we shall, in the opin- 
ion of many of our southern readers, ruin the character of 
our gallant captain, and that he will, from henceforth, be 
considered as a degraded being — ^if many have not alrradr 
turned away from him in disgust. Indeed, we have reflect- 
ed a long time, whether it would not be better for us, to rap- 
press altogether this portion of his history, than to present 
the scandalous spectacle of a white man 'hefriendiog a 
quarteroon,— or, which is worse, sufiering himself to be be- 
friended by him. But some of the most important efenta 
which follow, being intimately connected with, and depend- 
ent upon the acquaintance that our hero contracted with lUs 
poor slave, the suppression would have maimed our hiriory, 
and, perhaps, rendered the latter part unintelligible. It ii| 
therefore, through mere necessity we proceed to state sone 
of the principal events which resulted from their close inti- 
macy. 

Captain Lotinez, happening, during a conversation he had 
with Flambeau, (such was the quartcroon's name,) to learn 
that his master had been one of the officers who were present 
at the taking of Bexar, at the time of Cos's capitulation, and 
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that he had himself accompanied him in that expedition, 
asked him many question»|tfi the nature of the intervening 
country, — ^the difficulties of^tMsing the rivers — ^the possibil- 
ity of procuring food, in the prairies — and was so minute in 
his inquiries and so precise in noting down every item of in- 
formation which the slave communicated, that it awakened 
suspicions in the latter's mind. '^ Excuse me, sir," said he, 
when the captain had made an end of his inquiries, — *< It is 
your kindness which renders me presumptuous. — From your 
queries, I am led to suspect that you have a mind to escape 
back to Mexico, but beware how you undertake it, without a 
guide, for» if you do, you will surely find your death in the 
wilderness. Ck)uld you get the company of some one, ac- 
quainted with the country, the undertaking would be compa*' 
ratively easy, but all alone, and unaware of the dangers that 
strew your path, you will certainly perish with hunger, should 
you escape being killed by the Indians, or retaken by the 
Texians." 

" Alas," replied our hero, " there may be much truth in 
what you say, but where am I to find a trusty companion ? 
And how could I, with security, reveal my secret to any one 
here, besides yourself! — However, I am no longer able to 
withstand the torture of mind I am now enduring." 

** Why, sir," resumed the slave, " the confidence you have 
reposed in me would be but ill repaid, were I not to place 
the same trust in you. I, also, long to be liberated from my 
present state of servitude, and if you will accept of my ser- 
vices, as pilot, I promise to take you, with safety, as far as 
Bexar. Beyond that place, I am not acquainted with the 
country, and am told it is, for the space of sixty leagues, a 
complete wilderness and scarce of water. It is what has, 
hitherto, prevented me from abandoning my master." 

Captain Letinez was delighted with the quarteroon's pro- 
posal, yet he did not accept his ofiers immediately, but took 
time for reflection. After having long considered the sub- 
ject, he held new communications with the slave, and it was 
settled between them, that they would elTect their escape in 
company. Flambeau bound himself to act as pilot, in the 
way, and find provisions for the journey, and the captain be- 
came security, that, once arrived on the Mexican territory, 
he would be admitted to the enjoyment of all the rights of a 
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freeman. The captain was turiily blameable, to be sure, 
but the desire of freeing hiiiiiii Minn captivity maj, to a cer- 
tain extent, palliate his crimeym the eyes of our soutfaern 
readers. 

The quarteroon took half a week to make bis preparatioDs. 
He pounded a quantity of dry venison and mizea it with suet, 
in the form of pemican, — a composition well known, io Ca- 
nada, among the coureurs des bots, as affi^rdiog the most 
sustenance in the smallest compass ; and he provided^ besides, 
a quantity of ammunition, in order to procure game, doring 
their march. The captain bought a small keg of cracken 
and a runlet of old whiskey, and their necessaiy clothes 
being made up into two bundles, with some fiivorite volumes, 
belonging to the quarteroon, the whole cargo was slung, in 
proper equipoise, upon a mule which Flambeau took from his 
master's pasture grounds, and one fine moonlight night, in 
the end of July, they took their departure in a westerly di- 
rection. 

They walked on foot, the mule having as much, as she 
could do to carry their effects, but the hope of sncceediDg in 
their undertaking made them bear the fatigue with cheerfiil- 
ness. The slave having assured his travelling companioo 
that he was well acquainted with the way, and that the fear 
of the Indians would prevent his master from pUTSuiDg him 
to any great distance, their dread of being overtaken dimi- 
nished as they advanced. Still, they were not renuss, but 
pushed on at a brisk pace, in order to get out of reach ; but. 
on the ensuing evening, their mule being sadly tired, ther 
were obliged to stop, in order to give her time to rest. 

With a rare degree of sagacity, the quarteroon selected, 
for their encamping place, a secret nook, in a bend, formed 
by a muddy creek, with precipitous banks, where it would 
have been a thing next to a miracle, for any one sent in their 
pursuit, to discover them. He would not, however, pennit 
Captain Letinez to light a fire, lest it should betray their 
place of concealment, and, of course, they had, at supper, 
nothing but pemican and dry crackers, while the mule nast- 
ed, far more luxuriously, on muskit grass. 

As they had long to wait before sleeping time, CapHiB 
Letinez begged the slave to relate the history of his life, umI 
how he had become possessed of literary luxmle^Si— « 
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fevor the latter granted readily — and as his narrative may 
give an insight into the n)|kiers of several classes, seldom, 
if ever described, in Amencan literature, we hope our read- 
ers will be pleased to find heire Flambeau's recital, as de- 
livered by Inmself. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Can Genius dwell beneath a sable akin 7 
Faith ! they say Terence was a bkekunoor« 
And yet he wrote a classic work ! 

The New ZoOard. 

" I WAS born," said Flambeau, beginiUDg his history with 
great composure, << in the city of New Orleans^ of a mulau 
to woman, who belonged to a female tobacconist of celebrity, 
and the first years of my infancy were spent in the Idbora- 
tory of that distinguished artist. The reputation of our mis- 
tresses snuff was so great, that she was obliged to keep t 
number of negroes incessantly occupied in the manufactme 
of this precious commodity. She was even forced to in- 
trust some of them with the preparation of the liquid, iioo 
which her tobacco derived the peculiar pungency to which 
it owed its great fame, and she, her wealth ; for she would 
not have been equal to the task of preparing the vast qou- 
tity of sauce consumed in her manufactory. ' The slaves in- 
trusted with a knowledge of that important receipC, were 
strictly cautioned against divulging it, because it was on the 
exclusive possession of it, our mistress's monopoly of the 
pungent powder depended. The revealing of it would have 
seriously affected her fortune, and, in order the move eflec- 
tually to guard against it, she had threatened the severest 
punishment against a breach of confidence. In spits of her 
jealous caution, and the incessant watchfulness she exercised, 
there started up a rival establishment in the city, the master 
of which pretended to be in possession of our receipt, and 
as his snuff was equal, if not superior to ours, our nustren 
suspected that some of her servants had sold her secret. 
After long surmises, her suspicions settled on my mother, in 
cons(>qu(;ncc of which, she made her undergo a series of ill- 
tn^attnents that well nigh ruined her health. In the end, 
Madame llaclctole, (such was the name of our mistre8i>) 
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fearing lest my mother should die on her hands, caused her 
to be sold at public auction |Lbut she was kind enough not to 
separate me from her, and both together, we were knocked 
down to a clergyman of the name of Grifagno, at the low 
price of three hundred and ninety-five dollars, which was no 
slender mortification to my mother, for, in the pride of her 
heart, she had expected to fetch, at least, seven or eight 
hundred. 

" Our new master treated his slaves with himianity, and 
seeing my mother's health very weak, he employed her in a 
light occupation, well suited to her situation ; and which, at 
the same time, enabled her to make a little money for her- 
self. He had been one of a numerous company of clergy- 
men who, shortly after the transfer of Louisiana^ to the 
United States, settled in that province, in quality of mission- 
aries, and as, at the epoch of their arrival, religious books 
were scarce in the country, he undertook to furnish a sup- 
ply, which he imported from Europe. To disseminate them 
more rapidly, he had several negro Women, who hawked 
them about the streets, and to whom, in order to stimulate 
them to exert themselves to the utmost, he ^allowed a per 
centage, on the profits they made. My mother, upon her 
earnest supplication, was permitted to share in the labors of 
these revendeuses, as the French style them, and being gift- 
ed with an insinuating address, and a flippant tongue, she 
met with great success. The per centage she received soon 
amounted to something considerable for a woman who had 
never before had ten dollars in her possession ; but that 
breath of good fortune served only to sharpen her appetite, 
and created in her an enlarged spirit of speculation. She 
ventured upon acquiring a stock in trade for herself, indivi- 
dually. At first, she limited herself to some pictures of 
Saints, and small engravings on pious subjects ; but finding, 
among quarteroons and free people of color, a rapid sale for 
these articles, she soon enlarged her store of holy wares, 
many of which had never before been an object of specula- 
tion in the city of New Orleans. She sold rosaries of every 
description — ^blessed rings of St. Birgitta, which preserved 
the wearers from lightning and sudden death — pious medals, 
both silver and pinchbeck — exorcised baby-shirts, for chil- 
dren afflicted with worms, and thousand other things, which 
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it would be too tedious to mention. It is certain thai, in the 
selection of articles best suited to that market, my mother 
showed considerable discernment ; and I will even «y, 
some powers of invention, and she might be ccHiaidered ts 
having opened a new branch of trade. 

<<She obtained the reward of her ingenuity and mde 
money fast. It was a curious spectacle to see her goiog out, 
in the morning, with a load of trumpery, to commenoe her 
rambles through the city. A huge basket, full of little books 
and religious tracts, in one hand, and a large bundle of pic- 
tures of saints, flaming in red and gold, in the other ; gnitti 
of beads of every color, dangling from her neck, and her fin- 
gers garnished with blessed rings, up to her nails. She 
looked like a walking repositm ! In proportion as her stock 
increased, she became less able to do without help, and as I 
was, by this time, grown to some size, she took me in put- 
nership, and allotted me a little basket, proportioned to ny 
strength. 

'^ I was not a little proud of my new avocation, and imita^ 
ting my mother's insinuating cant, I quickly acquired the 
nack for recommending our goods to our humUe cuateoen. 
I soon grew fond of the chinking of picayunes ; but my grett- 
est delight was, at night, when our perambulations were ter- 
minated, to hand to my mother two, or three bandifiiD of 
sixpence, out of my little pocket ; when my diligence wu 
rewarded by some tender caress. I was, however, destiiw<i 
to be deprived of those endearments, at an early period, tnl 
though it was in a manner which my mother thought a lint 
step in the ladder of fortune, and a presage of ha|^uieai» yet 
in reality, I have found it exactly the reverse. To thechuiga 
which then took place in my condition, I am indebted for the 
acquisition of the art of reading and writing ; and thii, liter- 
wards, led to further acquaintance with literature, wldch, to 
one fast bound to slavery, as I was, proved a curse, lather 
than a blessing. And yet, let me not curse kQowkdge ^- 
Bitter, hitherto, have I found its fruits ; but who knows what 
Providence has in store for me ? 

" My advancement consisted in being taken into the bouse 
of Abbate Grifagno, as his body servant. This gentleman 
lived with several other clergymen, who kept house together 
and formed but one family. In this house I became first ac- 



AMBROSIO DE LETINEZ. 41 

quainted with luxury and good cheer. The dwelling of those 
clergymen was small, but the apartments were decorated 
with the costliest furniture, and their reverences kept a table 
which might biear a comparison with the best in the city. 
The most refined delicacies from foreign parts were our daily 
fare, and the most precious wines from France and Spain, 
our common beverage. Liking well my new situation, I 
sought to render my service as acceptable as possible, and 
as I soon perceived that Abbate Grifagno and his bro- 
ther clergymen, were fond of having their wishes antici- 
pated, and their particular comforts attended to, without be- 
ing put to the trouble of commanding, I watched every little 
opportunity of flattering this foible, and insinuating myself into 
their good graces. A house tiqH^nt has a thousand chances 
of administering this innocent species of flattery, which often 
terminates by procuring him a kind of authority over his own 
master. I had no difliculty in succeeding with mine and his 
coadjutors ; for, to tell the truth, though they were not very 
pious priests, nor even very honest men, they had a kind 
heart and were free from prejudices against the colored race. 
They soon grew fond of me and treat^ me with a decree of 
familiarity, which, afler it had passed into « confirmed habit, 
encouraged me to sue for favors of the greatest importance. 
The principal one was to be taught to read and write, and 
this I asked by my mother's suggestion. 

" They made no difficulty to grant my petition — ^yet, as 
it was a delicate thing, which might render them obnoxious 
to Jtheir parishioners, they enjoined the strictest secrecy upon 
me, and gave me my lessons with the greatest mystery. 
Under their tuition I learned to spell in less than two mbnthis, 
and seeing my progress, they took a certain relish for the 
task, which they had undertaken, at first, merely, in a spirit 
of frolic. I was not loth in availing myself of their good 
will, and in fifteen months I could read and Write correctly 
the French and Italian languages, and had acquired some 
knowledge of grammar. 

<* One of the gentlemen possessed a considerable library, 
and as I had a good deal of time at my disposal, I indulge^ 
in promiscuous reading to an extent which soon filled my 
head with the most incoherent materials. His collecti of 
books consisted of the most heterogeneous medley it is p - 
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sible to imagine. His shelves were furniahedy in front, with 
volumes on divinity, canon law, sermons and lives of Saints, 
but there were lurking behind those orthodox works, snudl 
rows of fashionable novels, plays and light poetry, which 
were more to his taste, than the musty Latin of the fathen. 
Out of such multifarious materials, I stuffed myself, at na- 
dom, with what I could get and understand, — now, retding 
the life of a Saint, and next, a comedy of Groldoni, — bMiiy, 
a sermon of Massillon, and to-morrow, a canto of the Orlao* 
do Furioso. As I grew learned, I began to grow vain, and 
fancied that I was destined to make a figure in the world. I 
found out, in the course of my reading, that Terence, a L^ 
tin poet, had been a Mulatto slave, Uke myself; and had. 
nevertheless, by dint of genius, risen to farae and wealth, 
and lived in habits of intimacy with the great Scipio. Thu 
inflamed my imagination. 1 expected to find some Scipio. 
also, who, discovering my talents, would be proud of patroni- 
zing me, but 1 was far from my reckoning. Louisiana is 
not a country favorable to black geniuses, and I iraa dailv 
and hourly reminded of the lowness of my condition, as well 
as of the impossibility of py ever passing the barrier that 
separated me from freemen. 

" Every morning, I had to wait upon my master, in the 
church, while he said mass, heard confessions, or perfonned 
other duties. During those long spells of leisure, I kntered 
in the sacristy, and found myself exposed to the insults of the 
singing boys^ wJio took care, by continual taunts, to remiod 
me of my low birih and servile condition. I had drawn tbeir 
hatred upon me by answering mass better than they, and pro- 
nouncing Latin more fluently ! Their sense of inferioiitf was 
so galling to them, that they made serious complaints of my 
knowledge, as if it had been a nuisance ; and, in fact, obliged 
my master to part with me. The report having been apmd, 
that Abbate Grifagno kept a learned quarteroon, for his bod>' 
servant, — who could answer mass as well as a white ho}\ 
and was even suspected of knowing Latin ; — his reverence 
became alarmed for the consequences, which might have beec 
fatal to his popularity. He was indeed loth to part with uk', 
yet, at last, he made up his mind and sent me to an auction- 
eer, to be sold for whatever I might fetch. I was not, itseenM, 
a vcr}' marketable article, for the auctioneer kept me eight 
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days on hur'haiids. Eveiy time he set me up, a whisper ran 
tMrough the crowd, which frightened every chapman. — ^At 
last, however, an old lady, who exercised the very lucrative 
profession of fortune-teller, bought me for two hundred dol- 
lars. 

<< When I got to the house of my new mistress, I was not 
a little surprised to find my mother, an inmate of the family. 
She had prevailed upon the fortune-teller to buy her, at a high 
price, by persuading her that she would prove useful to her 
in the exercise of her profession ; and in reality she became 
of infinite help to the old lady, and was the means of doubling, 
at least, the number of her customers. 

<' Our new mistress was not one of those vulgar fortune, 
tellers, who go about, from door to door, teasing people to 
dupe them.— She was a lady, to all intents and purposes ! 
She kept her coach, a well furnished house, and was oflen 
visited by persons of distinctiou — generally Creole ladies, and 
even, sometimes, by gentlemen. She had practised her art 
more than twenty-five years, and, during the Spanish domi- 
nation, had been twice arrested by order of the inquicdtion 
of the Havana, to be tried for witchcraft ! How she was able 
to free herself from the clutches of the Holy Office was never 
known ; but that circumstance had increased her reputation. 
She practised by means of cards, considering palmistry as 
proper only for gypsies. From that circumstance, she had 
acquired the French idcknsjne of Madame Coupe-carte. We 
lived well in her house, and had but light work to perform. 
Our labors were altogether of an intellectual kind. My 
mother had, by her frequent rambles through the city, be- 
come acquainted with the . house servants of most of the 
French and Spanish families of distinction ; and, as she was 
a shrewd gossip, had, by their means, been informed of an 
infinite number of secrets, the knowledge of which was of much 
value to Mrs. Coupe-carte. She acted as a kind of prompter 
to Madame, and by whispering the names of unknown visit- 
ers, as well as giving timely hints, in relation to the circum- 
stances about which they consulted her, enabled her to acquit 
herself in a more masterly manner. 

" Madame Coupe-carte had curious principles of divina- 
tion, in which she herself partly believed. She was exactly 
in the case of Sancho Panza, who ended by believing what 
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he had himself invented about Dulcinea, when he saw his 
master giving credence to it. Each card Imd a certain metn- 
ing, which, though rather vague, when considered by itself, 
became better defined, when taken in connection with that oC 
other cards, that happened to turn up in the course of the 
game. Thus, for example, if a young lady whose lofer was 
absent wished to be informed of the actual state of his heart, 
and a spade was the first card to turn up, it portended a ipee- 
dy receipt of intelligence from him ; but, if tlie neit cud 
happened to be a queen of hearts, it became indicative of un- 
pleasant news — ^for, that queen represented a rivals whose 
arts were on the point of decoying her lover away from hii 
plighted faith. If any coquette, who had cast her eyes upoa 
some rich bachelor, to entrap him into a matrimonial connex- 
ion, came to inquire the result of her machinations, profided 
an ace of hearts were followed by a ten, or eight of diamonds, 
she was sure of success, no less than of realizing a fortune 
by the match ; and should chance, shortly afterwards, bring 
up a knave, it was a sure sign of a speedy widowhood, when 
she would be sought in marriage, by some handsome young 
man, endowed with all the qualities which can render a hus- 
band commendable. 

<< You must take notice that Madame's predictions were al- 
ways favorable to the desires of the persons who came to 
consult her, except, sometimes, in love afiairs, when she 
thought, that, by inflaming a sentiment of jealousy, she would 
create a craving for protracted consultations. — ^Then, she was 
the woman to sort her customers, and serve them to their 
heart's content ! — She could spin out such tales as would have 
put to shame the authors of the Arabian Nights' Enlertaio- 
ments. As long as she felt that her female visiters had any 
money in their pockets, she would keep their curiosi^ on tip- 
toe ; but when their purse was exhausted, the earn moM 
suddenly lose their virtue, for they ceased to give an inaisht 
into futurity, if they were not crossed with silver, in the be- 
ginning of each game. So, the principles of her art were 
settled in such a manner, that she could, in no wise, be 
balked of her fees. 

** I spent my time very merrily in Mrs. Coupe-carte's 
house, but it was decreed that my felicity should be of short 
duration. Our mistress fell into a lingering disease, and io 
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that istate, the thought of Eternity made a deep impression 
on her n^nd. She had several conversatioDs with a zealous 
clergyman^ who, by his exhortations, prevailed upon her to 
renounce her art, and reconcile herself with the church. As 
her property had been acquired in an unlawful manner, she 
could not consistently with the principles of religion, retain 
it in her possession. She was, therefore, ordered to make 
restitution, by employing it in pious works. Part of it went 
to an orphan asylum, and part was employed in repairing an 
old church, under the direction of her ghostly father. I ex- 
pected to be sold again, but was saved the mortification, by 
being given to an ecclesiastic, who, in consideration, was to 
pray for the souls of those whom I had helped to deceive. 
I was, in fisict, sold for five hundred masses ! There was 
something of retributive justice in this, since the value of my 
person was exchanged for spiritual merits, applicable to such 
aa I had contributed to dupe ! As for my mother, having 
been the special accomplice of Mrs. Coupe-carte's wicked- 
ness, in the art of divination, she was treated with great se- 
verity. Like Lafontaine's ass, in the fable of << Les afdmatut 
malades de lapeste" the principal guilt fell upon her : 

«« oa pecadille 

fut jug^e un cas pendable !'* 

She was sent to a cotton plantation, to work out her salva- 
tion, in the fields, with the hoe and mattock. She soon found 
means, however, of bettering her condition, but of that more 
anon. 

<< My new master had no sooner got me, than he sent me 
to the upper country, to a college in which he had an inter- 
est. Behold me, now, in 9. seminary of learning, . in the 
midst of men who spoke Greek and Latin from morning till 
night ! — Where Mathematics and Philosophy were all the 
rage, — and where literature was not only an occupation, but 
even a passion ! The gentlemen who conducted it were all 
ecclesiastics, and lived together, forming but one family with 
their boarders, who were numerous, and generally belong- 
ing to families of distinction. The name of this seminary 
of learning was * Scratchnoodle College.' It had had many 
ups and downs in the world, and when I entered it, it was 
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just beginning to recover from one of those spells of ill-luck. 
to which simflar institutions are nowhere more subject than 
in the south-west of the United States. The means to which 
the Scratchnoodle Faculty had had recourse, in order to re- 
cover their popularity, was ingenious. They had started a 
literary periodical, to be publbhed monthly, in their name, 
and in which they professcnl to give none but original fieees; 
but Heaven knows what kind of originality it was ! All their 
tricks were not known to me, yet I saw enough to be con- 
vinced that they hardly ever came up to their promises. 

" The editor was a certain Abb6 du Plagiat, a Ftenchman, 
by birth ; but who, having long resided in America, had be- 
come thoroughly acquainted with the customs, habits and 
literature of the country. His knowledge of several of the 
principal languages of Eurc^, gave him the fiusility of pil- 
fering from foreign authors what he thought would be ac- 
ceptable to American readers. He was ezceedinffly ten- 
turesome in these forays^ as he facetiously termed ma pla- 
giarisms ; yet one precaution, which he never onitied, 
proved sufficient to prevent a discovery of his dlaingemntT. 
Upon borrowing any article from a foreign writer, he nerer 
failed to alter the beginning and the end, and change the 
order of the paragraphs, — interlarding the piece with 
thoughts of his own, which he was carefiu to italicise. He 
once compared himself, in an unrestrained conversatioo with 
a literary friend, who was in the secret, to a haberdasher, 
who is in the habit of bu3dng stolen clothes, but immediately 
unsews them, cuts the cloth again upon a new pattern, and 
sews it up a second time. < The newly cut coat,' said Abb^ 
du Plagiat, < when ironed, and properly trimmed, can lefer 
be considered the same as the old one, nor shall such s pia- 
dent thief ever be caught in the manner /' 

<< The reverend gentleman's confidence in his own akill 
was never disappointed, and, sure enough, he was nsfer 
caught with the manner, though never wUhoui it. He had 
acquired a little fame, as a writer, and now, by means of his 
periodical, he contrived to patch up the reputation of Scratch- 
noodle College. The public were inducea to believe that the 
faculty consisted of eminent men, and, in consequence, the 
number of scholars increased apace. 

" I became especially acquainted with his reverence, oo 
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account (£ my having been appointed to wait upon him in the 
library, wbere he had his editorial chair. It was I who made 
the fires, in the stoves — swept the room— brought water and 
went on errands. These menial occupations, far from pre- 
venting me from improving in knowledge, on the contrary, 
multiplied the occasions of instruction. Abb6 du Plagiat 
bad a coadjutor, in his editorial labors, and these two worth- 
ies held frequent conferences, on literary subjects, and, some- 
times, sharp controversies and disputations ; to which, with- 
out appearing to notice, or even to understand what they 
said, I, neveitheless, listened with attention. This served to 
teach me the elements of criticism, and the manner of ap- 
preciating literary beauties, according to their just value ; 
while, from their corrections, I caught some insight in the 
art of composition. I cannot but confess that I improved 
greatly, while an attendant upon Monsieur de Plagiat. 

^< To render this clergyman fiill justice, though sadly ad- 
dicted to literary theft, he was not entirely devoid of inven- 
tion and could sometimes be original. It was particularly 
in satire he excelled. His post in the college being account- 
ed lucrative as well as honorable, he was envied by other 
clergymen of his church, who were out on the mission and 
did all they could to embroil him with the bishop of the dio- 
cese, in regard to his theological tenets, which they repre- 
sented as heretical. Those enemies of his he paid back in 
lampoons and pasquinadoes, that, every now and then, afford- 
ed a rich treat to the faculty. There was, in particular, an 
epigram he had made against three French Abb6s, to whom 
he owed a grudge, and which always appeared to me to pos- 
sess considerable merit. The remembrance of it has often 
afforded me a subject of laughter, and as you understand 
French, I have no doubt you will enjoy the wit of the thing, 
which is too good to be lost. The three priests who had in- 
curred our poet's displeasure were called Chahrat, Tuit and 
D&rigaud ; and here is the way in which he gave them their 

due. 

** Savez vous rien de plus nigaud 
Que Chabrat, Tuit et D^rigaud? 
Non, il n*e8t rien de plus petit 
Que D^rigaud, Chabrat et Tuit, 
Et je ne vois rien de plus plat 
Que D€rigand Tuit et Chabrat." 
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** I was forced to BD joy HoDsieiirdeFlBgiat'sivil fay itoilthi 
and not to seem to understand it, for a slave must fae wholly 
illiterate ; but, as stolen waters are the sweetest, I, peihapi, 
iqppreciated it the more on this account. 

<< Thus time rolled on, till the college, haviiw reaped, 
from their 4)eriodical, all the benefit they expected reiNved 
to discontinue its publication. The editor was now to Joee 
his post, and I a snug berth. Rather than be deprived of so 
powerful an auxiliary, however, the faculty oflered bisi the 
professorship of chemistry, which he accepted, thou^hebsd 
never seen a full course of experiments,— nor eren stnffied 
the science regularly. For my part, as my labors were bo 
longer wanted in the library, I was sent to the kifecben to 
help the cook.— Oh, Jupiter, what a downfall was there .^ 
From the theatrei of literature and the seat of the • masei, to 
pass into a vile and greasy kitchen ! — ^Instead of li— Mwng to 
the sweet humming of the bees of Pamassos, to be empk^ed 
in holding the handle of the fr3rine pan, or in cuttiiig op 
saussage meat! — My lot was painful, indeed, yet I wn 
forced to submit. 

** And stooping down as he needfs must. 
Who cannot sit upright ;** 

I sought in my new avocation of scullion, to enlaige my 
knowledge of human nature. By studying the temper nd 
character of my fellow servants, and the officers of thecoDese 
who had the department of the kitchen and cellar, I mede 
curious observations. 

<< The steward was a smart young man, who was sot a 
priest, but could turn the penny as well as if lie had been 
one. My lively disposition pleased him, and he seleeled me 
as his errand boy. This gave me an insight into As man- 
ner of carrying on the fiscal concerns of institntiona of kam- 
ing. The boys who boarded in the college had an allowaDoe 
of pocket money, amounting to half a dollar a week, each, 
and our steward contrived to pocket nearly the whok of it 
He kept a petty store of ginger-cakes, sugar-candy, sad 
other sweet things, of which children are generally fond, and 
he frequently employed me in retailing them, at a little win- 
dow, in the college-yard. He was a prot^ of the treasurer 
of the institution who understood, still letter than UmseK 
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the proper method of fleecing the hoys. His itation gave 
him an opportunity of knowing what parents were generous 
and paid readily, and he, in consequence, made advances to 
their children, from which he derived very considerable 
profits. It was he who furnished them with instruments of 
music, books on literary subjects, and even sometimes, with 
articles of jewelry ! The boys had surnamed him '' Dr. 
Swindlebrat," and he richly deserved the name. You will 
perhaps tell me, what did the president of the institution do, 
all the while ? Why did he not put a stop to those abuses ? 
— Alas ! he had a finger in the pie : being a near relation of 
Swindlebrat, they divided the booty. 

<' Abb6 du Plagiat himself had no sooner been transferred 
to the chemistry class, than he began to put together many 
natural curiosities, which were, from far and near, presented 
to this noted institution. He arranged them in a scientific 
order, in small wooden frames, and formed little geological 
cabinets, as it were, which he found means to sell to the 
undergraduates. The gentleman had, also, a nice hand at 
making artificial magnets, diminutive galvanic batteries, &c., 
&c., and from these various articles he contrived to reap a 
handsome addition to his income. 

<< I could not but profit by such examples, and, as I had 
no philosophical machines to sell— neither books, nor jewels, 
—I sold my services to the boys who needed them, in order 
to introduce into the house, in secrecy, wine, cordials, and 
other articles, which were against the rules. — ^Poor thing ! 
It was the only kind of industry left me. — Truly, it did a 
notable harm to the boys, and I was not without scruples of 
conscience, but necessity forced me to it. The college did 
not keep me in clothed, — ^it was supposed that any cast off 
rags would do for a scullion, and, had it not been for the 
secret benefactions of the scholars, whose paurvoyeur I was, 
I must have gone dressed like a scarecrow ! 

^* This kitchen life was horridly disgusting to me, and at 
the end of five months, I resolved to bid adieu to Scratchnoodle 
College. I was enabled to execute my purpose in the fol- 
lowing wise. There passed, through the little town of 
Mountwrangling, in the immediate vicinity of which our 
house was situated, two emissaries of the northern abolition- 
ists, well acquainted with the existence of several secret 
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societies, established among colored people, in imitatiott of 
firee-masonry among the whites. These men were in pos- 
session of the signs and pass- words of one of thoae societies 
to which I belonged, and had influence enough to cause our 
headmen to convene a numerous assembly of the memben, 
to whom they made important communications. They bad 
a boat on the Ohio river, before the plantation of a man wbo 
was in the secret, and this boat had been provided with hid. 
ing places for twenty persons. An opportunity was now of- 
fered to as many of us, for escaping from slavery, and we 
were promised that they would carry us to Philadelphia, with 
safety and despatch. Strange as it may appear, only fev of 
the slaves to whom the proposal was made were willing to 
avail themselves of this occasion for regaining their liberty. 
Their masters had imbued them with an idea that the North- 
ern abolitionists were Kidnappers, whose practice was to 
decoy negroes away, in order to sell them to the Spaniards, 
about whom the most frightful tales are propagated among 
Western negroes. They dreaded being entrapped and pre- 
ferred remaining at home. 

" For my part I was more venturesome, and with five in- 
timate friends, set out that very night, and the next, reached 
the boat, into which we were admitted, (afler one of the of- 
ficers had come on shore to examine us,) and had no aooaer 
got on deck, than we were accosted by a venerable peFBOVge, 
looking much like a clergyman, who shook hands with us, 
in a cordial manner. — Shaking hands with a white man wu 
a thing so novel for me, that I was struck with awe by it— 
The sensation I felt was actually painful ! Presently we were 
invited down into the cabin, where I thought a subilutiil 
meal awaited us, but, instead of it, the same venerable per- 
sonage called upon us to kneel down. 'Now, bnthren/ 
said he, ' let us all give glory to God, for this great deliver- 
ance, that he hath wrought in your behalf, and let ua lift up 
our voices to him, in psalms, and hymns and canticlea, thit 
the light of his countenance may shine upon us, and thit 
he may perfect his gracious work, and bring you out of the 
land of Egypt, and deliver you from the hands of the Moah- 
ites and Amalekites !' Then, he gave out a hymn, in the auf • 
ing of which he was joined by all the crew, who knelt, heltar 
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skelter, in the greatest tonfusion. This exercise lasted half 
an hour, during which we looked foolish enough. 

'* When it was over, we were invited to sit down, while 
the gentleman addressed us an exhortation, or sermon, the 
purport of which was to explain to us the great reformation 
introduced into the world by the establishment of the Tempe- 
rance society. He railed against the use of brandy, wine, 
beer, rum and cordials, in a very edifyins manner, while my 
companions, — ^five stout negroes, who haa never in their lives 
tasted any of the creature — stared at him, with their large 
goggle eyes, without being able to understand his purpose. 
He ended his discourse by a request that we should take the 
pledge of the society, and sign our names to the engagement. 
This request, in our present circumstances, I considered as 
equivalent to an order, which it would have been dangerous 
to resist. I signed, therefore, but with a mental protestation 
against the violence done me, and a full reservation of my 
natural rights. As for my companions, not knowing how to 
sign, they made their marks without hesitation. This ceremony 
being over, there was another prayer, put up with great fervor, 
after which, the captain introduced us into our hiding places. 

" There we remained five days, without daring to appear 
on deck, except in the night, and having nothing to eat but 
sea bread and molasses. In the meanwhile some of our lib- 
erators scoured the country ; but being unable to obtain any 
more recruits, in those parts, they were obliged, in order to 
complete their cargo,- (as they termed it,) to stop at various 
other stations, on the lefl bank of the Ohio and Mississippi 
rivers. They met, however, but with indifferent success. 
The inhabitants of the southern states bordering on these two 
mighty streams are mortal foes to all schemes of philanthropy 
that tend to relieve them of their slaves, and the penalty 
with which they visit any intermeddling with them is no less 
than death — sometimes administered, even without the sem. 
blance of formality. Strict means are devised to render the 
plans of the abolitionists abortive. Rigorous patroles peram- 
bulate the woods, in the night ; spies are stationed in various 
places, along the rivers ; and visiters frequently examine the 
boats coming from the upper country, where abolitionism is 
known to be rife. All this prevented our gentlemen from 
venturing too far. 
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" In the meantime we were approaching Natchez, beknr 
which a vessel was waiting for us, to carry us to the north; 
and our liberators anxious to complete the full score of re- 
generated slaves — ^which, it seems, they were, by some «• 
cret contract, bound to do— resolvea to visit the Deril's 
punch-bowl, a noted place of refuge for runaway negnei, not 
more than two miles distant from that city. The bsnbof 
the Mississippi, which are, there, above one hundred feet bigb, 
have, in consequence of some grand convulsion of mtne, 
caved in, in the form of a vast amphitheatre, three qoaiten 
of a mile in diameter. Its steep sides, as well as ceitnl 
parts, are overgrown with lofty trees, vines and creepen of 
every species which that prolific climate produces ; and est 
up into so many deep ravines, gullies and intricate maze% ai 
to afford a secure and convenient shelter to fugitives. It 
forms, in reality, an unexplored and unezplorable labviiotb, 
to which slaves incessantly resort ; and though the |Maoe is 
frequently visited by bodies of armed men, from Natchex, it 
is but seldom they succeed in capturing any of its inmates. 

" Our gentlemen doubted not but they should get half a 
score of men, or so, out of that punch-bowi, provided they 
could find means to inform the runaways of their charitable 
intentions. But how were they to obtain a medium of com- 
munication ? — ^They were prepared for this. In their philu- 
thropic plan every thing had been provided for, and every oqb- 
tingency anticipated. — They had letters for a secret abor- 
tionist, who lived in Natchez under the hill ; which they des- 
patched by a trusty messenger, while they stopped the boaty 
ten miles above that city, under pretence of making aone 
repairs. 

" Meantime four of our gentlemen went to visit the pODch- 
bowl, each with a gun on his shoulder, under semUanoe of 
hunting ; and, as I could easily pass for a white man, they 
did me the honor to request me to accompany them. We 
took an exact survey of the place, and in particular reeoo- 
noitcred a knoll, situated nearly in the centre of the ooo- 
cavity, and crowned with lofly trees, so that there was not 
much danger of committing mistakes, the ensuing nigbt 
We were out till late in the afternoon, and at our return to 
the boat found an answer from the abolitionist, directiif as 
how to proceed ; and informing us that, for the present, 
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would get only three men and three boys. ' Every little 
helps,' said the gentleman in black ; ' we will go, even for 
six souls. But we must be prudent. Every man shall carry 
a dark lantern, and we will proceed like Gideon going into 
the camp of the Midianites. Children, take some refresh- 
ment, and go to sleep till midnight, which is the hour appoint- 
ed for setting out. In the meantime, I will prepare every 
thing according to instructions.' 

" At midnight, our boat fell dow^ the river, about seven 
miles, and landed us close to the punch-bowl ; towards which 
we set out| in the greatest silence. With no little difficulty 
we made our way to the knoll above mentioned, where we 
crept into the thickest part of a tangled mass of creepers and 
vines. There we were no sooner securely ensconced, than 
our leader gave the signal agreed upon, which consisted in 
a low whistle of peculiar modulation. The sound was hard- 
ly out of his mouth, when a huge body slipped down a magnolia, 
against which I was leaning, and, lighting on my head, whisper- 
ed, ' here I am, master.' At the same moment, similar acorns 
fell from several boughs of the same tree. By the time we 
were all huddled together, we opened our lanterns and im- 
mediately saw that we had a greater number of applicants 
than we wished. 'Why, what is this?' said our leader; 

* we expected but six of you ; and, here, you are twelve, or 
thirteen ! How comes this ? — There is some mistake.' 

" ' And there is no mistake at all, plase your honor,' an- 
swered one of the new comers, with a strong Irish accent ; 

* but it is me, and my five boys, — save one that is a girl — 
who wish to go to Philadelphia, and the devil a copper have 
we to pay our passage. I heard, by the merest chance in 
nature, how you were going to take them fellows, free gratis, 
for nothing ; and Arrah, says I, if it lies only in having a 
black face, to get a free passage, I'll get one for me and the 
childer ; or black paint will be scarce in Natchez.' — The 
man could not be refused. — He held a rope round our necks, 
and behaved with provoking freedom ; yet his wit and humor 
served to soften the mortification of our leader in being thus 
outwitted. With this accession of numbers we returned to 
the boat, and unmooring it, we soon left Natchez behind us. 
Below a place called Fort Adams, we were transferred to the 
ship which awaited our coming. 

5* 
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*' In five weeks we arrived at Philadelphia, where some 
charitable persons volunteered their services in our behalf. 
We were informed they were fiiendsy and that by following 
their directions, we would find advantageous situations. A 
portly gentleman, in a snuff-colored coat, of a curioiu cut, 
and a broad-brimmed hat, took me home with him, and gave 
me some work, of which I acquitted myself to his satisftcdon. 
Pleased with my diligence, he had, in the evening, a long 
conversation with me and became acquainted with my his- 
tory ; several passages of which appeared to him so diveitiDg, 
that, more than once, he lost his gravity and indulged inpe^ 
of laughter, not much in accordance with the seriouaneaB oi 
his garb. ^ Well, friend Flambeau,' said he, when I hid 
made an end of my recital, < thou hast, I see, too much edO' 
cation to make a drayman, or a common laborer. — ^Hkw 
must take some profession bordering on the trade of a gen- 
tleman ! — I see nothing better for thee than ahaviag, I am 
acquainted with an honest hair dresser, who keeps a fiuhion- 
able shop in Second street. If thou hast no objectioii, I will 
speak to him, and I have no doubt, he will take thee, on nj 
recommendation. He is a colored man, like thyself, 11x1,00 
that account, will, probably, have more regard for thee.' 

<' I had nothing better to do than to agree to the piepoal. 
I was, therefore, the next day, introduced to my new mailer ; 
who treated me with great kindness and took particular pain 
to teach mc his trade. In less than three months I oonld 
shave beards and trim hair to perfection. Our shop waa 
nearly opposite to Christ's church — the Protestant cathedral 
— situated in the most populous part of the city, which eipe- 
cially abounds with inns, and houses of entertainoieot ; ao 
that wo had an immense number of customers. Three joar- 
neymcn, besides my master and myself, were hardly auiGcient 
for the work. 

<< I had already been seven months in that shop, when, one 
day, (it was the seventeenth of September, I will always »■ 
member it,) a stranger entered, took a seat and put himaelf 
in a proper posture for being shaved. I had not noticed his 
features, having been, at the time of his entering the abop, 
busy in a remote corner ; and now, at my master's bidding, 
I drew near, with my soap-suds, and hurriedly began to lather 
his face. I had ju.st commenced to shave his upper lip, wheo 
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upon looking at him more closely, I recognized him. — Mer- 
ciful Heaven ! — ^It was my master, Monsieur Grosjean, him- 
self, just come from Louisiana !— -Seized with sudden fear, 
and without knowing what I did, I fell on my knees hefore 
him, and began to sue for mercy. He knew me immediate- 
ly, and laying his hands on me, loudly called for help, al- 
though I made no resistance. His cries caused a great con- 
course of people before our shop and set the police officers 
on the alert. Abb6 Grosjean availed himself of their pre- 
sence to cause me to be conveyed before the proper authori- 
ties, and «fler some formalities had been undergone, I was 
lodged in jail. He had all his papers in good order— his tes- 
timonials, certificates and warrants ! — I found, nevertheless, 
some assistance. Even pecuniary aid was procured me by 
some friends, so that a prolonged litigation ensued ; yet, in 
spite of my protracted resistance, Abb6 Grosjean triumphed 
in the end, and I was adjudged to him as his property. 

" It would be too painful to dwell upon this catastrophe. 
Be it sufficient to relate that I found in Abb6 Grosjean a most 
cruel and revengeful master. I ws^s put in irons, conveyed 
again to Scratchnoodle CJollege, and, at last, sent back to New 
Orleans. As soon as I arrived in that city, my trespass be- 
ing of the most grievous kind, I was put among the chain, 
gang ; and especially recommended to the care of the offi- , 
cers, as a ^ grand mauvais sujet,' who could read and write 
and was even suspected of understanding Latin. This was 
the worst character that could be given of me. Thefl, or 
house-breaking would not have been half so bad ! The offi- 
cers who watched over us acted in consequence, and they 
never punished me for any fault, either real or pretended, 
without an ironical compUment upon my acquirements and 
learning. 

" There I would probably have continued tlie remainder of 
my life, had it not been for the interposition of Dr. Standi, 
fer, the master whose service I have just left. . He lay sick 
at a boarding-house, in the second municipality, when the 
building having taken fire in the night, the flames spread 
with so much rapidity, that it was with the greatest difficulty 
the inmates could make their escape in their night dress. 
The doctor was left behind, but the word being given out 
that a gentleman was in imminent danger, and a great re- 
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ward being offered, I rushed through the smoke, and had the 
happiness to save hini." 

Here Flambeau was interrupted by the Mexican, who 
asked him whether slaves kept in the chain-gaog were allov- 
ed to go to fires in the city of New Orleans. 

" They are marched thither," interrupted Flambeau, " or, 
at least, they were, in my time, in order to work the fixe-eii- 
gines, which the whites of that city pretend is a labor too 
severe for them. But, to resume, the promised reward which 
I had so richly earned, was put into the hands of Monoeur 
Grosjean, my master, who, out of it, generously allowed me 
a pair of shoes ! As I grumbled against his meanness, he 
caused me to receive thirty-nine lashes from the hand of the 
public whipper, the marks of which I still bear on my bock, 
and will undoubtedly carry to my grave. This piece of ifl- 
justice reached the ears of Dr. Standifer, and he rescued me 
from my painful situation, by buying me. He treated me 
with great kindness, and this milder -mode of servitude did 
not fail to produce its effect upon my heart. Little by little 
I conceived a fondness for the family, yet my old desire for 
freedom lurked in my bosom, and when my master removed 
to this country, I hailed the transmigration as an event which 
might give me the facility of asserting my independence." 

" And what became of your momer 1" asked SeiSor de 
Letinez ; " you promised to mention her again :— 1 expected 
something singular from that side, too.'' 

<< Ah !" replied Flambeau, " she did not long remun at 
work in the nelds. She had ISJlen into the hands of certain 
French nuns, who kept a fashionable boarding school in the 
western part of Louisiana, and she found fiivor in the eyei of 
their chaplain, by going to confession every other day. She 
pretended to be entirely converted from the error of her 
ways, and as that clergyman wad a great mystic and pre- 
tender to supernatural experiences in religion, my mother 
flattered this foible, aimed at Extraordinary communicatioiis 
with the Paraclete, through bier confessor's means ; and, at 
last, really succeeded in persuading him that she was a saint, 
and had reached an intunate union with the Deity. In that 
quality she was taken into the house of her ghostly fether, 
where her peculiar skill in the art of cookery, soon coo- 
firmed the idea of her sanctity beyond all doubts." 
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Our quarteroon's narrative being terminated, he and his 
companion tried to compose themselves to sleep ; but hardly 
lad they shut their eyelids, when they were awsdcened by a 
loise at a distance. They ient an anxious ear to discover 
vliat it might be, and soon heard a boat, which was be- 
ng rowed up the creek, on the bank of which they had 
meamped. 

" We are discovered," whispered the Mexican. " There 
ire men in pursuit of us !" 

" Impossible," answered the quarteroon. " They would 
lot pursue us in a boat : — ^listen, — I hear their voice. But, 
vhat can it be ? — They do not speak English !" 

^* No, by the Virgin," replied the Mexican, " they speak 
Spanish !" — From the conversation of the intruders, it soon 
ippeared that they were Mexican prisoners of war, who, 
lince their capture, had renounced their allegiance to their 
lative country, and taken some land, which the Texian Go- 
rernment had given them. Their settlement was not far 
rem the spot where our travellers had pitched their camp. 
i*resently the new comers landed on the opposite side of the 
jreek, lighted a fire and set abodt preparing their supper. 
tVhile it was getting ready, they all joined in a grand chorus, 
o sing an ode which is a great favorite with the old Texian 
'ancheros ; and the first specimen of poetry that country has 
)roduced. On that account, it will be, we suppose, an object 
)f curiosity to our readers. It was composed by Don Diego 
Vfarin, Bishop of Monterey, when he visited Texas, in the 
beginning of the present cejitury, arid exhibits the enthusiasm 
)f the poet, and the piety of -the divine, happily blended to- 
gether. Perhaps the quality qf its author has contributed to 
•ender it so popular, in the west (rf Texas ; but the truth is, 
;hat, although composed by;,a Bishop, and a. Spanish Bishop, 
o boot, the piece is very |jBttiliiful. Let our readers judge 
br themselves. 
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TEXAS. 
Oda del Ilmo. Senor, Don Diego Marin, ObiqK> que foe de Moei 



Dios te salve, tierra de Texas, 
Do Natura, con hermosuras 
Antes no conocidas se mostr6: 

Aqui la mano divina 

Que todo lo ordena. 
Con mas complacencia se par^ 

El llano de tus Verdes prados, 
De mil colores esmaltados, 
Con la auietud del vasto mar 

X horizonte imenso 

Se reyela estenso 
Quando se ve el Sol rayar. 

Tu sierra Madre al Oriente 
Opone su superba irente, 

Y all pie de cada ramal 

Serpean reveladas 
En picos y canadas 
Preciosas vetas de metal 

Las aguas firescas, cristalinas 
Que bajando de tus colinas 
Esparcen la fertilidad 

En tus huertas floridas, 

Yerran divididas 

Y animan tu soledad. 

Lugares ilenos de encanto ! 
Que nunca visit6 el llanto, 
Ni cruel hambre ni dolor : 

El mismo zefiro. 

Que 06 visita ligero 
Da un suspire de Amor ! 

Entre mil naranjos floridos. 
Que se desmayen mis sentidos.— - 
Quiero mis lores olvidar, 

E ya no Prelado, 

Dormir^ sepultado 
En atmosfera de Azaar.* 

* Hail TexaSf fruitful land, where Nature has revealed cbann 
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Our travellers resolved not to stir from the place where 
they were concealed, till the intruders should have left their 
encampment. In that resolution they went to sleep, and 
when Uiey awoke, the next morning, they saw no sign of the 
strangers. 

known elsewhere. When the Almighty hand framed the globe of the 
earth, it lingered here with complacency. 

The vast expanse of thy prairies, enamelled with thousand hues, 
stretches afar, unto the distant horizon, like an ocean of verdure. 

Thy sierra *Madre, from her lofty peaks, reflects the orient beam, long 
before the plains of Louisiana catch the first glimpse of day, while in 
her deep valleys, glittering veins of silver hardly perceive the noontide 
rays. 

The cr3^talline waters, which rush from thy thousand hills, spread 
fertility in thy blooming orchards, and, divided into numberless streams, 
impart life and animation to thy fields. 

O, abodes of enchantment, never hitherto visited by grief, or pain ; the 
very zephyr that flatters over you, with silken wings, breathes a sigh of 
love. 

There, amidst thousand orange-trees in bloom, may I forget myself 
&way, and, casting ofi* my importunate greatness, and the pride of science, 
let me slumber in an atmosphere of fragrance. 
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CHAPTER V. ! 

What is the matter ? Have we devfla, here 7 Do you put tii^ upon 
us with savages and men of Inde 7 Ha ! Ihave not escw^pad dimnoVi to 
he afeard now of your four leg& ' 

Shak§peart» The TeayuL 

Rising, the following morniDg, quite refreshed, the Mezicaa 
and the quarteroon pursued their journey with the same 
speed as before, and at last reached die Rio Colorado withoiE 
accident. That river had been swelled by heavy xaios, and 
it became for them a matter of difficulty to croaa it ; still the 
quarteroon succeeded by his industry in conveying the mule 
over to the right side. Then, with a hatchet he had purloin- 
ed from his master, he cut down a number of sapliogB, whkh 
he bound together with withes, in the form of a raft ; and 
upon it, our hero, who did not know how to swim, veotured 
himself, having previously seen the experiment tried, in fer- 
rying over the baggage. Flambeau swam behind, to push it 
forward, while the captain, with a long pole, gave abo tome 
assistance, under his companion's directions. He was, how. 
ever, so awkward, as to lose his equilibrium, and the conse- 
quence was that he fell into the river. The slave inunedi- 
ately plunged into the water and was fortunate enough to 
seize the Mexican by an arm, whereby he was emUed to 
bring him to the surface ; when he got a new hold and con- 
trived to elevate the drowning man, with his head op. At 
this critical moment, the Mexican made a convuUife move- 
ment and seized Flambeau round the neck, when both sank 
again. The quarteroon, however, by the exertion of great 
strength, succeeded in freeing himself from his graip and 
again brought him manfully to the surface, when his right 
hand being now at liberty, he took hold of a log, that happen- 
ed to be floating by ; while, with his left, he still suppoxted 
the captain, holding him by the hair of his head. The lat- 
ter, in the end, grasped the log in his turn ; and his ooayaB- 
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ion, thus relieved from his encumbrance, was enabled, with 
comparative ease, to save his fellow traveller's life. 

Having put the Rio Colorado between him and his master, 
the quarteroon relaxed something of the precautions he had 
hitherto taken, and told our hero uiat they should now remain 
a few days encamped where they were, in order to rest them- 
selves from their fatigues, and refit firom the effects of their 
ducking. The mule also was sadly jaded, and needed re- 
pose, so that all concurred to render a halt necessary. 

Flambeau, who was extremely shifty, soon built a nice lit- 
tle booth, well deserving the name of cabin ; and under its 
roof^ secured his books and baggage. Then taking his rifle, 
he went out to look for game, while the captain remained at 
home to make a fire. Deer are so plentiful, in that part of 
Texas, that our hunter had no need to ramble to any great 
distance. Within three hundred yards from the place where 
they hsui established their abode, he killed a fat buck, which 
he had great difficulty in dragging home. Once there, how- 
ever, the creature was soon hung by the hind legs, upon a 
bough of a neighboring tree, flayed and quartered, and the 
richest portion of the saddle, set on a wooden spit, beforo 
the fire. 

While it was roasting. Flambeau, addressing his compan- 
ion said, " Now, captain, we should have some fresh bread, 
to eat with our venison. — I am tired of these dry crackers." 

" Fresh bread !" replied Senor de Letinez, — " Are you 
crazy, Flambeau ? — Unless you have the gift of miracles 
and can change these stones into loaves, wishing for bread is 
rather a vapid jest." 

" Well," resumed his companion, " I can give jou. some- 
thing not much dissimilar to bread, with your meat. Is it 
possible that you have made the Texian campaign and are 
still so little acquainted with the natural resources of the 
country ? There is, here, a plant, called Topinamhoux by 
the French ; the root of which resembles the Irish potato, in 
taste and flavor. What say you to a dozen of them, nicely 
roasted under the embers ?" 

" Ah !" returned the captain, " it would be a luxury, indeed, 
were it but true. — But, I dare say, you are only jesting. 
What pleasure can you find in tantaliadng me in this fashion ?" 

<< Jesting !" exclaimed Flambeau : << well. I will convince 

Vol. II. 6 
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you ; and to make you the more ashamed of your incredulity, 
I will not only furnish you with bread ; but bring you, be- 
sides, a delicious dessert of fruit." 

<< And what kind of a dessert V inquired the captain. 

" Peccons," replied the quarteroon. 

<< Oh, that is true V returned the Mexican. << They are 
to be got here, by shiploads. — Well, go in quest of your to- 
pinamboux. The meat will soon be done ; and I lon^ in 
my turn, to show you an article of dessert, with which, I ore 
say, you are not acquainted." 

Away went the quarteroon, armed with a large knife, to 
dig up the roots, and soon returned with fifteen of a luge 
size, which he put under the embers. He brought also a 
handkerchief full of peccons ; and while he amused himself 
in cracking some of them, by the fire, watching the saddle of 
venison, his companion went in quest of another fruit, far 
superior to the peccon. It was the yellow tuna — the product 
of a variety of the cs^ctus opuntia. He found some and re- 
turned in triumph to the cabin, where the quarteroon was de- 
lighted with the taste of that production, hitherto unknown to 
him. The savor partakes of that of the peach and pear, and 
it is an extremely wholesome fruit. Our travellers were 
enabled to make not only a comfortable, but even a luzuiious 
meal ; and having satiated their appetite, they coDTexsed 
upon the amazing fertility of the soil of Texas, and the sin- 
gularity of this portion of the new continent — ^by far thebest 
of the whole — having remained unsettled, and almost unkDOwn 
till the present time. 

" The country about the Brazos," said Flambeau, "iiun- 
healthy ; but less so than Louisiana. In the latter, tk vel- 
low fever displays its malignant influence in the sununer and 
fall of the year. About the Brazos it has not yet mule its 
appearance, still bilious attacks arc frequent ; but tout of the 
Guadelupc river, the salubrity of the climate is perfect, and 
fully equal to that of New-England and Canada ; while the 
fertility of the soil is superior to any thing the United Stales 
can boast. Two crops of Indian corn can be produced erery 
year ! Cotton and the sugar cane need replanting only at 
long intervals ; the former lasting eight years, and ue latter, 
three. Nearly all the fruits of northern climates, with many 
of those of tropical regions, succeed to perfection. There is 
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a sufficiency of wholesome water and the most luxuriant 
range for cattle ! Immense mineral wealth is also known to 
exist in the St. Sabas hills and other spurs of the Sierra Ma- 
dre, particularly on the Rio Puerco. These are advantages 
sufficient to attract hither the half of the Anglo-Saxon race, 
and to turn the tide of emigration which is now pouring into 
the United States. Should the few Americans, already set- 
tled in the country, make their stand good, there will be, in 
less than a quarter of a century, such an influx from the north, 
as has not been seen, in the world, since the migrations of 
old, which overthrew the Roman empire. As soon as the 
Comanches, giving way, will permit the whites to work the 
mines, north of San Antonio, the immense profits will prove 
an irresistible attraction for the inhabitants of the upper coun- 
ties of Louisiana, for those of Arkansas and Mississippi ; and 
I have no doubt, the mighty flood will sweep over the north- 
ern provinces of Mexico, till it reaches the Gulf of Califor- 
nia." 

" Now, heaven forbid," interrupted Captain Letinez, *' that 
your anticipations should prove true." 

" Indeed," resumed Flambeau, " I do not see how Mexico 
can escape it. They multiply much faster than any other 
race of people of whom we have any: account, and they are 
far superior to your nation in mental power. There is but 
one means left Mexico to conjure the storm. It is to adopt, 
with all possible diligence, the modem improvements from 
which the Celtic race derive their superiority. — ^But are you 
prepared for it ? — Has the public mind among you that plas- 
ticity which renders the propagation of light easy and ra- 
pid ? — Is it not, on the contrary, too much cramped ?— Does 
not the genius of old Spain lie upon your nation like an 
incubus ?" 

" I am afraid it is but too true," replied the Meidcan, with 
a sigh. " The Spaniards have left us their laws and system 
of civilization, into which it will be an arduous task to intro- 
duce the necessary alterations. But, during their domi- 
nation, there was, at least, something like system and me- 
thod, which we seem entirely to have cast off, since our in- 
dependence, and for want of it, I foresee nothing but political 
misfortunes for Mexico, during a long time to come. 

<< Really," replied the quarteroon, " the transition, from 
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absolute monarchy, to a republican form of gorermnent, was 

so violent and sudden, that nothing lesa than a state of anar- 
chy could have been anticipated. It would have been better 
for you to admit, as had been at first designed, a prince of 
the Spanish branch of the house of Bourbon, to reign over 
you, and to content yourselves with a limited monarchy, 
which would have better suited your old habits and pejO' 
dices, and probably preserved you from the frequent refohi- 
tions and changes that have brought Mexico to its rum." 

'< Had the introduction of monarchy been efiected in pro- 
per time," replied Captain Letinez, '* it might have Deea 
settled on a sure footing ; but now the chance of appljping 
such a remedy to our political evils is passed. No scud of 
European growth would fiourish in our land. Should any 
one ever ascend the throne, there, it must be one of Hencao 
birth and parentage." 

Thus conversing on politics, religion and agriculture, and 
diversifying their conversation with hunting, reading and 
faring upon choice game, our two travellers spent four days, 
in a very comfortable mood, and perfectly rested thsmielvei 
from their fatigues. 

At last, the time appointed for the continuation of their 
journey arrived, but, before leaving their encampmenl, th^ 
held a consultation about the route which it was moat pra- 
dent to pursue. Should they incline too muoh to the aoodi, 
they were in danger of meeting with parties of TemiH, 
either of those that had accompanied Filisola's army in their 
retreat, or others, who might be prowling about the GOUDtiy 
in the direction of Bexar. Should they incline too much ft> 
the north, they might fall into the hands of straggling paitiea 
of Comanches, or other Indians, scarcely less feraadaUe 
than the Texians. Their perplexity was great, but, after 
long debates, they thought that steering a middle way would 
be most prudent. In consequence, they took a northweal 
course towards the Rio Bravo, — calculating upon feavinr 
San Antonio somewhat on their left. The Captain had heaid 
so much about the large mountain springs, which ferm the 
river San Anton, that he would by no means pass by with- 
out seeing them, and Flambeau was obliged to indulge him 
with the sight, but he conducted him to the spot during ths 
night, in order to incur less danger of exposure. Thuo. a 
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vast body of water sushes out of four lai^ pools, of unfa- 
thomable depth, and as clear as crystal, giving rise to a 
stream that would be navigable, were it not for the rapidity 
of its course. As our hero was lost in amaze, at the beauty 
of the scene, the quarteroon exclaimed. <' Here is a place 
marked out by nature for one of the great cities of the globe. 
Water power enough to work as much machinery as Mai^ 
Chester boasts, a level road, from hence to the sea, the most 
fertile land, for hundreds of miles around, the most healthy 
and pleasant climate in North America, and the neighbor- 
hood of some rich mines of silver, all contributes to render 
this locality of paramount importance." 

After satisfjring their curiosity, they resumed their journey 
and soon crossed the river Medina. Having, now, as they 
supposed, passed the most exposed places, they bent their 
course towards the south, intending to strike the Rio Bravo, 
between Presidio del Rio Grande and Laredo. But, not- 
withstanding the prudence with which they shaped their 
route, they had the misfortune of encountering a party of 
Comanches, whom they especially dreaded. They were 
just emerging from a thick nopcHera^ when they descried two 
Indians, on horseback, coming towards them. It appeared 
that, the latter had no design upon our travellers, for, as soon 
as they perceived them, they gave a loud whoop, in sign of 
surprise, and disappeared from the bsu^k of the animals on 
which they were mounted. The horses fled, retaking the 
way by which they had come, whilst there remained no 
vestige of the riders — nor could the poor quarteroon imagine 
by what legerdemain they had vanished. From the first 
moment he descried them, he had incessantly kept his eyes 
on them and he was sure they could not have alighted and 
fled, on foot, without being perceived, yet it seemed their 
horses were, now, running off, without ^ir riders. 

The captain diverted himself, for a while, in seeing him so 
much puzzled, but, at last, explained to him that the Coman- 
ches are the best riders of any people, ancient, or modem, 
that it is a very ordinary thing with them, in a flight, to lie 
in a horizontal position, on the side of their horse less expos- 
ed to the arrows of the enemy, and that they are enabled to 
continue a considerable time, in such a diflicult posture, by 
putting one leg through a loop, depending frdm the saddle- 

6* 
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bow, and provided for the purpose ; while they hold, by the 
horse's mane, with one handy and find meaoB to manage their 
shield, with the other. 

<< I have no doubt," continued he, ** it is precisely the wiy 
in which these fellows are now efiecting their retreat ; but I 
am afraid they are not the only ones of their nation, in this 
vicinity, and I wish we may not fall into the hands of fome 
larger party. This neighborhood is one of their haunti, and 
the two who have just fled from us with so much predpilip 
tion are, probably, spies, sent about to make discoveries." 

<< And what, if we should encounter them V said Fluw 
beau. 

" It is not a thing to be trifled with," replied the Mexican. 
" They are irreconcilable enemies to my countrymen, fiot 
I have the facility of passing myself for an Americaa. 
Should we encounter them, beware making any reflutance, 
and let me manage every thins by myself. I have beard a 
great deal about their ways and customs, and am more likely 
to succeed, than you, in soothing them, or winning their 
favor." 

The captain's forebodings proved but too true. They had 
hardly proceeded a league, when they saw themselves iofest- 
ed by a large party, consisting, at least, of two hundred men 
on horseback, many of whom were armed with lances, aone, 
with rifles, but none of whom was without a bow and arrows. 
Instead of manifesting any fear, Senor de Letinez, on the 
contrary, drew towards the nearest group, with an air of coiw 
fidence, bearing a buffalo robe, spread on high, which, ac- 
cording to the notions of those tribes, answers the purposes 
of a flag of truce ; and the Indians manifested their rnpect 
for this sign of peace, by stopping short. The capiaia was 
no sooner within speaking distance, than he began to har- 
angue the Comanches, in English, for he supposed that, in 
so large a number, there would be some one acquainted with 
the language of the Americans, and able to translate ibe 
substance of his address, for the information of the otbeis. 
He told them that he and his companion were Texians, sent, 
as spies, towards the Rio Grande, and that a considerable 
army of their countrymen was on its way, to lay waste all 
the towns on the banks of that river, after which the coun- 
try would be abandoned to the Indians, its ancient and kwlii! 
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possessors. He added that he was commissioDed to propose 
an alliance between his people and the Comanches, in order 
t6 direct their simultaneous efforts against the Mexicans. 

His expectation proved true. Several Indians understood 
English sufficiently well to seize the meaning of his address, 
the various items of which were translated by them and com- 
mented upon, for the information of their fellow citizens, or, 
rather companions in arms, whilst our hero waved his buffalo 
robe to and. fro, with a gentle motion, and indicated by many 
accompauying gestures that he was a messenger of peace. 
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CHAPTEE VI, 

' Hospitality overdone 
Is worse than none. 



The topics which Captain Letinez had treated, and the mu- 
nerin which he had touched upon them, were highly gratify- 
ing to the Comanches, who, by common consent, detennined, 
not only to abstain from doing any injury to our trafeUen» 
but even to treat them with extraordinary honor. The chief 
of the whole party now advanced towards the captun, ind 
shook hands with him, while one, who, it was supposed, acted 
as interpreter general, gave him to understancTthev hadie- 
solved to exercise the rites of hospitality towards them with 
the utmost magnificence, and, for that purpose, invited then 
to repair to their place of residence, at the foot of the Siena 
of St. Sabas. 

Such an invitation was far from agreeable to our hero, 
who anxiously desired to get rid of those Indiana, lert he 
should be discovered ; for their inveteracy against the dea- 
cendants of the Spaniards is so great, that it is next to a mi- 
racle for any Mexican to escape from among them with hb 
life. The captain, however, by pretending that he wu ooo- 
missioned to propose a treaty between them and Tent had 
entrapped himself. Such a commission necessarily required 
that he should repair to their towns, in order to hoM t talk, 
and he could not, nowy refuse, without rendering his veracitT 
suspected, and, perhaps, endangering his life. 

On the other hana, it was a dreadful addition to the &- 
tigue they had already undergone, (the nearest town of the 
Comanches being nearly one hundred leagues distant,) no \em 
than a postponing of the so much wished for meeting with 
Miss Quinton and her father ; who, he had great reaaon to 
believe, had followed Filisola's army to Matamoros. Pity 
for the fate of the old major, and the state of sufieiing to 
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which the daughter was reduced, pleaded in his heart, with 
a voice almost as powerful as that of love, to make him de- 
sire a quick riddance of his present difficulties ; and it was 
less painful to venture exciting suspicions in the mind of the 
Comanches, than stifling the secret whispers of love and 
compassion united. He, therefore, intimated that, for the 
present, it was impossible for him to go so far north, because 
the errand on which he was sent, consisted in spying out the 
position of the Mexicans on the Rio Bravo, and the state of 
their affairs — ^that it was urgent on account of it should be im- 
nriediately placed before the Texian authorities — ^but that, if 
they would agree, he would treat with them on the spot. 

To this, however, the Comanches refused to accede. Not 
being invested with the necessary powers from the rest of 
their nation, they were, of course, unwilling to enter into 
any engagement by themselves. But though disappointed 
of their expectations, by the captain's false pretences, they 
lent a favorable ear to his petition for an escort as far as the 
Rio Bravo. He was afraid to meet with some other bands 
of Indians, who might be worse disposed than the present 
ones ; or, perhaps, some Carankaways, who are noted can- 
nibals, and pride themselves upon a refined epicureism in 
anthropophagy, and he knew if once these Comanches plight. 
ed their faith to him he would be secure. 

He obtained the object of his wishes, and no other remu- 
neration was asked than the hatchet which Flambeau had 
purloined from his master, and the keg that had contained 
their whiskey ; but, which was then, much to their sorrow, 
quite empty. As there is between the Medina and the Rio 
Bravo a desert, of fifty leagues, where provisions, and even 
water to drink, are scarce ; our travellers and the Indians 
who had undertaken to escort them, were under the neces- 
sity of preparing a certain quantity of jerked beef. For 
that purpose, they killed five beeves, (cattle, notwithstanding 
the great havoc made aniong them by Santa Anna, being 
still abundant,) and cutting the meat into thin slices, hung it 
up in the sun. The atmosphere in that country, is so dry, 
and the heat so powerful, that the meat thus prepared is 
soon cured, and proves, even in its raw state, pleasant to the 
taste and wholesome. The pemican had already given out, 
so that Flambeau was not a little rejoiced to see the tassajo. 
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not quite so substantial, it is true, as the Canadian prepan- 
tion, but nearly as agreeable to the palate. 

It is no matter of surprise that the Comanches, who enter- 
tain a mortal hatred against the Mezicansy should have, thos, 
treated with distinction the two pretended Tezian spies. These 
Indians felt a sympathy for them, and looked upon tbem ai 
their natural allies against an inveterate foe. Had this been 
better known to Captain Letinez, he would have been less 
afraid of incurring suspicion by refusing to go to their towns. 
All the Indian tribes who inhabit Texas had, by this tine, 
heard of the battle of San Jacinto, and felt a sort of refer 
ential awe for the race who had won it. The new r^ublic 
was, in their imagination, surrounded with a halo of gloiy; 
and, had the Texians known how to cultivate that feeun^ 
instead of suffering greedy and insidious land-hunten to alam 
the Indians by ill timed surveys of their tenitory-^they would 
now have the Comanches for allies. The latter were, at the 
time to which we refer, disposed to look upon every tldng ap- 
pertaining to Texas, with a special benignity ; and, in order 
to testify their high regard for the two pretended spies, Aey 
resolved, before dismissing them, to give them a ffnnd feesi, 
according to the custom of their nation, in the ^kin where 
they were assembled. 

For that purpose the warriors divided themselves into va- 
rious squads, say, fifleen or sixteen, and some went in search 
of game for the banquet, while the remainder employed 
themselves in building fire-places, for preparing .their enter 
tainment. The country is so productive of every kind of 
wild animals, considered as delicacies, in more civilised re. 
gions, that, in a short time, they were amply provided.O 
One brought a fat buck — another, a couple of turkies— athird 
one, a dozen of those delicious thrushes, which, an, in Lou- 
isiana, looked upon as the ne plus ultra of an epienre's de- 
sires. A boy killed a pecarij one of the most sinsular ani- 
mals in nature, very abundant in the lowlands of Mexico, 
and the meat of which is but little inferior to that of the 
European wild boar ; while others repaired to a neidiboring 
brook, for fish, which they easily caught by means of altfiefle.* 

* Lariette is the French word for logso, which the Taiiaiw hiff 
adopted and anglicised. When used for the purpose of catchhv fiihi ^ 
is of wire and placed in some narrow passage made by dammiiv • UtA 
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All these articles, when prepared, though without any dif. 
ference in the mode of cooking, afforded such a varied cheer, 
.as would have made the mouth of a London alderman water ; 
and the keen wind which sweeps the plains of western Texas 
might.be considered as giving them a new relish, by sharpen- 
ing our travellers' appetite. 

In spite of all those intrinsic and accidental recommenda- 
tions, the captain shuddered, when informed, that, in order to 
do honor to the good intentions of his entertainers, he was 
obliged to partake of every meal which had been prepared, 
and Flambeau was no less shocked. 

" Good Grod !" exclaimed the poor quarteroon, " how shall 
we be able to get through this tremendous job ! — There are 
no fewer than twenty different boards spread out. It would 
require the gastric powers of a hyena to acquit one's self to 
these people's satisfaction. Oh ! had I but known this, be- 
times, I would have fasted so rigorously, as to be able, now, 
to come up to their most refined ideas of politeness ; but, af. 
ter the four days we have eojoyed, on the banks of the Colo- 
rado, it will be impossible for us to do, here, any thing to 
justify our manhood. We will certainly offend our hosts and 
endanger our respectability." 

Flambeau's lamentations were, however, unavailable, and 
the various parties being ready for the reception of their 
honored guests, it was, a second time, signified to them that 
they should perambulate the plain and partake of every meal 
prepared for them. 

" Oh del!'' exclaimed again the quarteroon, in the excess 
of his grief; " ce n'est plus manger pour vivre, mats c'est 
manger pour mourir,'' 

" Santo Dios /" echoed the Mexican. " Ahora si, que he 
de reventar ! — Oh,- my dear friend," added he, recommend- 
ing himself to the quarteroon ; " do not fail to inform my re- 
lations of my fate, should I happen to die in this dreadful un- 
dertaking — in order that my family may cause masses to be 
said for the repose of my poor soul." But in the midst of 
their mutual condolences, the Indian who acted as master of 
the ceremonies, became urgent to usher them to the banquet. 
The first group had a quarter of a roasted buck, various 
pieces of which were served before our travellers, upon ma- 
guey leaves, instead of platters, and of which they ate sparing- 
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ly, reserving their appetite to satisfy the numerous parties, 
who were impatiently watching their approach. 

In a few minutes, they rose from their seats, and left their 
entertainers highly displeased with the abruptness of their de. 
parture. Passing on to a second board, tney repeated the 
same mancBUvre, and then passed on to a thiro, and to a 
fourth ; until, at last, after having, by their sobrietr— fha: 
looked like contempt for the feast — onended the half of the 
warriors there present, they were thennaelves ready to die 
of an indigestion. 

In spite of the best will in the world to give universtl n^ 
faction, they were obliged to leave about fifleon boards uc- 
visited. In vain the kind hearted Comanches begged, con- 
plained, expostulated and tried to bully them into eating ,* a 
complete physical impossibility stood in the way of the ac. 
complishment of their wishes ; so that, after much teasing, 
they withdrew in high dudgeon. 

It was represented to our two travellers, and in do very 
moderate language, that, had they gone up to the Indian 
towns, at the foot of the Sierra of St. Sabas, they wouU ban 
been invited into every tent, to partake of a meal prqar^ 
for their reception ; but that, as they could not comply iritb 
the wishes of their good friends, the latter had taken the 
pains of preparing for them a splendid banquet ; and they 
had not, however, done to it the honor their entertainen had 
a right to expect, but rather left a part of it untouched, wluch 
was a slur thrown upon those who had prepared the kuL 

The captain and Flambeau, thus teazed out of all patience, 
and driven to the last extremity, gave out, as a last awkwani 
excuse, that they were suffering under sickness. Thii» they 
quickly found, was likely to involve them into still greater 
difficulties than those from which they sought to otricate 
themselves ; for the Indians became urgent to treat them ac- 
cording to their notions of the medical art. Our travellen 
were, nevertheless, so happy as to make their refusal aooepca- 
blc, under pretence that Indian medicines were not appro- 
priate to the diseases of white men ; and, in the end, mc- 
cccded in obtaining forgiveness from those whom their abste- 
miousness had so much displeased. 

All matters being now pacified and all differences amicablT 
adjusted, our hero and his friend took their departure from 
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the field of feastiDg, and shaped their course towards the Rio 
Bravo, under the escort of thirty Indians, who brought with 
them a sufficiency of provisions for crossing the intervening 
wilderness. They suffered sometimes for want of water, but 
not so much as they had anticipated ; for, whenever they found 
none in the charcos, or pools, they generally obtained some by 
digging deep holes in the earth. A few times, however, they 
got Dothiog but what was impregnated with Epsom, or Glau- 
ber salts— chemical compounds exceedingly abundant in Mcx- 
ico. During this march, our travellers familiarized them- 
seWes- with the Comanches, and learned many interesting 
particulars concerning their nation. In physical qualifica- 
tions they may compete with the most favored races, being 
tall, robust and well made. Their color is more glossy and 
lighter than that of the Indians who inhabit the United States, 
and their features approximate more to the Grecian model. 
Their agility and strength are extraordinary, and few white 
men could be found able to bend the bows which many of 
their warriors use. These weapons, principally made of the 
ribs 6f the buffalo, curiously spliced with splinters of elastic 
wood, will send an arrow through a bear, at a vast distance, 
and prove more dangerous, in the hands of the Comanches, 
than the musket, in ours. 

As to their system of government, it is methodical and 
well defined. Forming a vast confederacy, which reaches 
from the borders of Bexar, to the mountains of Taos, they 
possess a great influence over several tribes extending west- 
ward, from the state of Missouri, to the foot of the Rocky 
Mountains, and particularly over the Pawnees, with whom 
they are connected by the tie of language and a common 
origin. Some of the northern sections of their nation are 
visited by Canadian coureurs de hois, from whom they have 
derived ideas of improvement. In many spots, they raise 
crops of Indian corn and employ in agricultural labors their 
captives, whom they treat much less cruelly than any other 
tribe of the aborigines. In a word, they are, at this time, in 
a state of progress, and will form to the agrandizement of 
Texas a more serious impediment than Mexico herself. To 
this may be added that the Jesuits of Missouri have conceived 
the idea of making establishments among them. Having al- 
ready taken root in the Pawnee country, it will be easy for 
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this order to extend themselves southward, and bright visions 
of a second Paraguay are now dancing before the eyes u: 
the wise ones of the institute. Should they succeed, ih-: 
Texians will find them a harder nut to crack, than anv ibev 
have hitherto encountered. 

Under the direction of their trusty guides, our travellers 
found, in the plants of the country, resources of which ibev 
had no previous idea. The largest kind of cactus inelo-caC' 
tus, commonly called viznaga, when split in two, affi)rd3 a 
substance, which, though filamentous, is not much inferior to 
an English turnip in taste, and the root* of the wild magwy. 
when the plant has reached its maturity, can be baked, and 
becomes highly nutritious and palatable. It is, indeed, apre*^ 
ty severe labor to dig it up, but then a single one cao furaish 
a meal for two or three persons. This district, tberefbre, is 
blessed with natural supplies which few others can boast, and 
our hero's experience was not a little improved by his com- 
munication with the Comanches. 

In eleven days, they reached the Rio Bravo, where they 
dismissed their escort, intending to enter the Mexican terri- 
tory, without any thing capable of exciting suspicion. They 
had struck the river a considerable distance oelow Piesidio 
del Rio Grande, and were deliberating on the moat ready 
means to cross it, when an unexpected facility ofknd itself. 
It was a large empty canoe, moored in a small cove^ under 
some spreading sabinos. It might afford them not only a 
chance of crossing the stream, but even a convenient way 
for descending it as far as Matamoros, should thCT wish to 
escape the fatigues incident to a land journey. Flambeau 
proposed it to the captain, but the latter, still rememberine 
his ducking in the Colorado, and the danger to which be had 
been exposed, made a wry face, and started seveial objec- 
tions. The quartcroon, nevertheless, insisted with perseve- 
rance, and painted in such glowing colors, the ease and plea- 
santness with which a trip of that sort could be perfenneii. 
on the smooth and meandering stream of the Bravo^ that he 
conquered his companion's, repugnance. 

An impediment not so. easily got over concerned the right 

* The Agave Americana. The root, when baked, ii called fuirtt. 
In the upper countries, towards the head waters of the Rio Bravo, is » 
called Mescal, 
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of ownership of the skiff. It was the property of another 
man, and by depriving hin^ of it, they would commit an act 
of injustice ! To this difficulty, urged by the captain, the 
quarteroon replied, that they could easily indemnify the 
owner, by leaving a sum of money for him, in the hands of 
the parish priest of the first town they should come to, and 
informing him of such a disposition, by a letter left hanging 
on a bough of the cypress-tree, at the foot of which they had 
found the boat moored. The expedient appeared reasonable, 
and the plea of necessity seemed urgent enough to justify it. 
In fact, they were in such a case, for, how repugnant soever 
Senor de Letinez might feel, to trust himself to an element 
of which he was in special dread, the continuation of his 
journey, on foot, had become impossible, from soreness, and 
the district of country they were to cross did not offer the 
same resources to refit as are found in Texas. From the 
theatre of the mighty banquet which had caused them so 
much annoyance, our weary travellers had been swiftly con- 
veyed to the banks of the Rio Bravo, on horses, lent them by 
the Comanches. But noWf should they overlook the present 
convenience, they had before them the awful prospect of a 
journey of five hundred miles, to be performed on foot, through 
countries, not altogether desert, indeed, but mostly destitute 
of water, and exceedingly unsafe, on account of the great 
number of deserters, who had taken to the high ^ys, as the 
only means of support left them by the carelessness of govern- 
ment. This was more than sufficient to outweigh all the 
scruples Senor de Letinez might have felt at seizing on the 
ci^Doe, and we hope it will be no less satisfactory to our 
reader's mind — particularly when he considers that our gal- 
lant hero made provision for reimbursing the owner its full 
yalue. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

This magnificent river, which now mariLB your western boiiiidai7,viD 
soon become the main artery of your RepubliCd — Siemioii for Out AmkL 
versary of Texian Independence, by Antonio AgudOm 

The resolution of trusting themselves upon the Rio BnvQ 
being taken by our two travellers, the mule was unloaded 
and turned loose, their goods and provisions were transferred 
to the skiff, over the prow of which a little booth was con- 
structed by Flambeau, with a few green boughs and a biao- 
ket, and, unmooring it, they began to descend the lifer. 
The quarteroon took upon himself the duties of pilot, ud 
with a paddle in his hand, sometimes rowed, to accelerate 
their progress, or clear the eddies ; but, more frequently, coo- 
tented himself with using his oar as a rudder, andsatmotioo- 
less, merely directing the course of the canoe. 

The Rio Bravo is at all times a rapid stream, but it wit 
now a season of the year when, in consequence of theJieavj 
rains, which fall at the foot of the moontaids, it bcgiDi to 
rise ; so that the velocity of our travellers' progress reliefed 
the want of excitement that would, otherwise, have renihed 
from the lack of personal exertion. At every turn and 
meander of the stream, a new scene presented itself. Here, 
were wide bottoms, indented by bayous extending frr iBhndi 
as having, in past times, formed the bed of the riverr-'Chere, 
perpendicular banks, seventy or eighty feet in h^bt, and 
crowned with magnificent evergreens. Whenever they 
landed, the quarteroon was amused, as well as instructed, at 
the sight of a multiplicity of plants growing wild, which he 
had, hitherto, considered as rarities, created by Providence 
for the ornament of conservatories, and the luxury of the 
rich, and for which he had, in consequence, entertained a 
kind of superstitious respect. As he brushed by, whole 
clusters of the mimosa sensitiva drooped and shut their 
leaves in vegetable convulsions, the ojasen shook its elegant 
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perfume, and the yellow-bloomed guisoche embalmed the 
air with odors equal to those of the blossoms of the grape 
vine. In many places, they found the finer species of the 
cocheneal insect, (coccus cacti Sylvester,) at work, on the 
mucilaginous leaves of its favorite opuntia, while every moist 
spot glowed with the splendid flowerets of the red-bloomed 
sauge, (salvia splendens) or dazzled their eyes with the 
magnificent hues of gigantic dahlias and the variegated um- 
bellee of the asclepias curassavica. Not unfrequently, du- 
ring the heat of ,the day, they would land, to enjoy their 
siesta under some spreading ebony-tree, the thick foliage of 
which, perfectly screened them from the rays of the sun, 
while the sinsontle (mocking-bird,) lulled them asleep by its 
mimickry ; and sometimes they would amuse themselves, in 
looking, among the sand and shingles, in the shallow parts of 
the stream, for a species of muscle, which produces pearls, 
nearly as fine as those of California, and that have, indeed, 
been more than once sold for such."' 

Thus varied, their journey down the Rio Bravo proved 
no less instructive than amasing, and it possessed, besides, 
the invaluable advantage of afibrding them a perfect security, 
for they were the first wayfarers who had travelled in such a 
manner in that country, and it will be long, indeed, before 
the robbers with whom it abounds be taught to consider the 
greatest navigable river in the republic cus a highway. 

Near Revilla, they saw immense banks of stone coal, which 
made Flambeau exclaim, in exultation, '' Good Lord ! what 
a resource for this country, where wood is so scarce ! What 
a blessing has not Providence prepared for the population, 
in order that they may navigate this fine river by steam, and 
how ignorant, or apathetic must they be, to neglect availing 
themselves of these advantages — especially as they have the 
example of the North Americans before their eyes ! Now, 
this is a continuation of the stone coal formation which per- 
vades the northern parts of Texas, and it probably extends 
further west. It is calculated to furnish immense facilities 

* The mytiltu marffaritiferus is found in abundance in the Rio del 
Norte and the rivers which fall into it, between the mouth of the Puerco 
and Matamoros, and a little trade is carried on, in the adjoining provin. 
ces, in the pearls it produces. With the increase of the population, this 
branch of commerce will probably become of greater importance. 
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for manufacturing purposes, in a countxy like this. Whn 
will the people open their eyes? And why do not the mny 
foreigners settled among them enlighten them upon thdr 
true interests ?" 

"Why do not foreigners enlighten them on their in- 
terests?" interrupted the captain. << Ay, indeti !— The for- 
eign merchants who thrive among them, are the first to eoo- 
ceal the light. A few years ago, a steamhoat was started ob 
the Rio Bravo, and it was immediately exclaimed against, by 
the American, Irish and French merchants of Matamons, 
with as much bitterness as by the Mexican mule-driven and 
ox-cart gentry. Even, at this day, if you want to stiimiblB 
them to a degree of excitement bordering on passioD, yw 
have but to maintain the possibility of establishing cotton fte- 
tories in this country. Though Uiere are, already, t good 
number in a flourishing condition, and some as fiir noiUi as 
the state of Durango ; those foreign importers will not M to 
cry out against it, as the greatest absurdity that can posaUy 
enter the head of a reasonable creature. It is Jtafsnmud 
philosophers who will enlighten us, if we are ever enUgbleiied. 
As to merchants, they are, in general, mere rqgurtine men- 
heartless, and without elevation of mind ; and importen^ in 
particular, are as great a clog to national industry, as the in- 
quisitors of old were, to the development of science and pin- 
losophy." 

Our travellers stopped a short time at Revilla to tuta in 
provisions, afler which, continuing their vq3rage, they bood 
reached the town of Mier ; which had, a few months before, 
been the theatre of the captain's first exploits, and witnesed 
the dawn of his military career. 

The Rio Bravo, notwithstanding its rapidity, describes so 
many sinuosities, that it took our travellers nine days to reach 
Camargo, a town of about seven thousand souls, at the mouth 
of the river San Juan, and seventy leagues distant from Mat* 
amoros, by water. There, Senor de Letinez resolved to 
leave his canoe, provided he should be able to procure mules 
and servants, to terminate his journey by land. Flambeau 
pleaded in vain in favor of the other mode of conveyance, as 
less fatiguing and more secure ; the captain was inexorable, 
thinking that he would become the laughing stock of hii 
brother officers, if he should make his entrance into Hals- 
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I IrjT water ; and that the ridicule which would, in con- 
nee, attach to him, might provd a stain to his military 
cter. So unnatural does river navigation appear to 
3ans, in general ! . 

Excuse me, sir," said Flamheau, "I would be loth to of- 
rou, to wBbm I owe so much ; but what you assert passes 
lief. Your countrymen have not any religious scruples 
St navigation, like the Persians of old. Whence can 
a strange feeling be derived ?" 
am not offended at your doubting my assertion," replied 
lero, " I could not believe it myself, were I not born a 
can. Where that singular disposition originated I can- 
ly with jcertainty. For my part, I believe, it was inbred 
3 Indian race, on the steppes of great Tartary, where I 
they had all remained. Certain it is, that this hydropho- 
ke disposition will keep our people in great dependence 
other nations, for ages to come. With eighteen hun- 
leagues of coast on the Pacific, we do not own one sin- 
essel trading to the East Inclies, though the Spaniards 
ed us the way, long ago ; and with an extension of six 
red leagues, on the gulf of Mexico, or the Atlantic, I 
ion whether a Mexican vessel has yet appeared in the 
pean seas. And as for our rivers, we have three of su- 
r importance, that of Santiago, tiie river Mescala and 
Lio Bravo ; but, for the advantage we derive from them, 
might as well be dried up."(') 
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CHAPTER Vin. 

*Ti8 torture and not mercy : heayen is hflTe* 
Where Juliet lives. ' 



In Camargo, the captain found several cavalry offioen of 
his acquaintance, quartered in that place, with a Dumber of 
horses, for the convenience of pasturage. They udoomed 
him with exultation, and congratulated him upon hii escape; 
for it had been reported that he had perishedT in the battk of 
San Jacinto. From them he easily obtained mulety M^nnti 
and money, and soon resumed his route towards Matamoroii 
impatient to hear what had happened to Mies Qnintrni^ ml 
yet fearing to learn disastrous news. 

Those who have never experienced love, when it nes pan 
and unadulterated by any selfish motive, in a yirgpn keui, 
can hardly form an idea of Captain Letinez'a feelii^ wben 
he approached that city. Though he had some reana to be- 
lieve that Miss Quinton reciprocated his sentimeati ; yet he 
had no certainty of it, and this doubt was the sonree of 
a cruel anxiety. He anticipated, also, a sad hisloiy of wo, 
in the long series of sufferings she must have encoontoni ui 
the midst of a demoralized soldiery, during Filisola'i iBBcalt 
retreat. But, perhaps, even in this supposition, Us thosghlB 
carried him too far f He had no proofs that Major QnintOD 
had escaped the massacre of Goliad. His hopes of Us syety 
were founded only on the confidence he reposed in osptain 
Alvarez and others. He doubted not they had made sll their 
efforts to save him ; but, had those efforts been afsiUle 
against the strict orders of Santa Anna ? And if the Ather 
had perished, he was sure the daughter could not hxn nir- 
vived. Now, the cruel doubt was going to be clesred up ; 
but as ho drew nearer to the city, the anxiety of his nuod 
grew more excruciating and wrought upon his body like an 



AKn6ffO SB ismiEz* 81 

agony of grief. He felt dizzy — unable to support himself on 
horseback — and was obliged to alight, in order to rest him- 
self, and give his feelings tinoe to be calnied. 

He laid himself down at the foot of a tree, and leaned on 
the quarteroon, who, not knowing the cause of this unexpect- 
ed debility, attributed it to bodily exhaustion ; and expostu- 
lated with him on the imprudence of undertaking to termi- 
nate his journey on horseback, when he was so inadequate to 
the task. 

The captain suffered him to murmur as much as he pleased, 
rather than discover the state of his mind ; for he was con. 
scious that his feelings were above the comprehension of most 
men. It was a fever of love, buoyed up by a virginity of 
heart, seldom found in the rougher sex ; but embittered by 
the most cruel uncertainty. Since the day when he had res- 
cued Miss Qiiinton from the hands of the Comanches — ^when 
that pale, fainting form lay, for a few moments, upon his bo- 
som — ^beautiful beyond any thing he had ever dreamed of — 
the dear image had incessantly remained present to his ima- 
gination. It had accompanied him in the field, as well as in 
the camp ; and supported him through the fatigues of war 
and the rigors of his captivity. Why does he now tremble ? 
Why is his ardent desire of seeing her again mingled with an 
indescribable dread, the motive of which he hardly can, or 
dares define ? Is it the mere surmise that, perhaps, she has 
died, which thus causes his torment 1 — Is not there another 
thought, mixing its bitterness with this pang ? Oh, the mis- 
ery of his situation ! — The object of his love has perhaps be- 
come unworthy of his aspirations. A captive in the midst of 
a routed army — ^without a protector, among men accustomed 
to laugh at every kind of excels — ^how can she have escaped 
pollution ? Oh God, avert the excruciating idea ! — Heavens, 
distil your soothing balsam into that wounded heart, and let 
not the utmost of your rigor be poured upon a child of vir- 
tue! 

Now, like Alp, before Corinth, he 

*' Passed his hand athwart his &ce. 
Like one in dreary musing mood. 
Declining was his attitude ; ^ 
His head was drooping on his breast, 
Fever'd, throbbing and opprest ; 
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And o'er his brow, so downwud bout* 

Oft his beating fingerB went. 

Hurriedly as you may see 

Yoor own run o'er the iyory key, 

Ere the measur'd tone is taken 

By the chorda you would awaken.** 

Now, with sodden exertioD, he would lisOi but zemaia root- 
ed to the spot, listening to the mighty south wind, which 
lowed and shook the gnarled boughs of the.mesquitesiuif 
it could bring him news to calm the fever of his mind. Then, 
his eyes, with a vacant stare, would follow the flight of the 
pelican, which, from the highest verge of the sky, deft the 
air with the velocity of lightning, and plunged into the blue 
pool at his feet, to seize upon his unsuspecting prey. Next, 
his fingers would mechanically pluck a blossom from the ad- 
joining bough, and scatter its leaves to the wind ; bat from 
nothing did his mind experience the least relief, and one an- 
gle bitter, overpowering and crushing thought seemed to en- 
gross his attention. 

The quarteroon endeavored to rouse him from thtt mu- 
sing, which appeared to border on monomania ; but still, judg- 
ing that it might proceed from some secret pain of the bean, 
he essayed to probe the wound, and said to him : ** Nov, 
sir, your soul is overburdened with some heavy wefgltt:^ 
might I presume to solicit' a share of your confidasoe t — 
God is my witness, it is not through vain curiosity^ but only 
through a desire of affording you consolation, I addren jou 
this request. It is true, our acquaintance hte been but abort, 
yet I have given proofs of the .utmost devotion, and tfaeie Uf 
between kindred spirits^ a communion of feelings!-^ ve 
were in a country where the line of demarcatioD between 
your race and mine is rigorously drawn, I would abstain 
from urging my petition, but a perfect equality preiails here, 
and you have been so kind to me, that I cannot suppose you 
lack confidence in my probity. Oh ! disburden your heart, 
and trust a man, who, notwithstanding the distance wbich 
separates him from you, still dares call himself your fnasd." 

^< You arc my friend, indeed," replied the captain, "nei- 
ther will I, for one single moment, suffer an unnatural pre- 
judice to control my feelings ; but I hardly know how to ex- 
press the thoughts which engross my mind at thia momeoL 
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Confiding thenr even to an only brother would be excrucia- 
ting. Excuse me, then, dear Flambeau ! — My heart is burst- 
ing, it is true ; yet, I am conscious there is no one fully able 
to understand me ; or enter into my grief." 

" And why not V replied the quarteroon. " Think not 
so meanly of one, whose lot it has been, indeed, to move in 
an humble sphere through life, but who is not altogether ig- 
norant of mental sensibility — ^that luxury of the soul^ — so apt 
to inflict on man exquisite pains ; but which is, nevertheless, 
the seal of predestination for great thoughts and noble deeds. 
I am able to understand you. — Why should I not ? — I have 
suffered so much myself!" 

Senor de Letinez, notwithstanding his repugnance, was 
conquered by this ardent desire of sharing in his grief, and 
made the quarteroon participant of the state of his mind. 
The latter had not presumed too much on his powers of per- 
suasion and consolation. He assuaged the captain's anxiety, 
reanimated his hopes, and strengthened his confidence in 
himself. Thus restored, in great measure, to calm and for- 
titude, our hero proposed to continue his route, and had al- 
ready his foot in the stirrup, to mount his horse, when a 
hand of robbers rushed upon him and his fellow traveller. 

Flambeau and the captain were completely surprised, and 
in the utter impossibility of making use of their arms : of 
course, they were at the robbers' mercy. The latter were 
beginning to pillage their effects, and having discovered that 
Flambeau could not speak Spanish) began, with a volley of 
tremendous oaths, to curs^ him for an American, and even 
one of them proposed to kill him, whoD the captain recog- 
ilized among them some of the troopers of his own company 
•of horse. 

"How, now ! Pedro Tefmoya,". cried he>, taking a tone 
of authority, " Is it, thus, you welcome your captain, after he 
has been so happy as to make his escape from among the 
Texians ! — ^You, who were one of my favorita soldiers !— 
and you also, Santiago Solino ?-— What in the world has oc- 
curred to induce you to take to this evil course 1 — I could 
have sworn you were both men of honor !" 

" Y valga me Bios Senor Capiian /" exclaimed Solino and 
Tormoya, " who could have recognized you, under the 
strange garb which you wear 1 But blessed be the Virgin 
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of Guadelupe and St. Corolampio, that 3^u have escaped 
from the hands of those heretics ! Very sorry that we B^ 
tacked you ; — very sorry, indeed ! — It will give you a bad 
opinion of us ! But really, sir, we cannot help it. VTe 
must do it, or starve. We get only half a rial a day to pro- 
cure victuals and all other necessaries, in a place, where, 
even a whole rial would not buy a sufficiency of bread for 
one man. Either the government makes no remittances^ or 
they are absorbed by the generals. All the troops are per* 
ishing with want, and there is nothing now to be cot in 
Matamoros. Half of the foreign merchants are gone. 

" And who commanded the army, when you left it V* in- 
terrupted Senor de Letinez. 

*^ Valga me Dios /" replied Solino, astonished at the qucrv 
and crossing himself, <^ we have not left it ; we are not de- 
serters. — God forbid we should be ! we can obtain leave of 
absence, every now and then. As our officers have little to 
give us, they are indulgent, but we do not make a bad me 
of their kindness and kill nobody. Even this fellow, hero, 
a servant of yours, I suppose," — added he, pointing to Flam- 
beau ; ^^ we would not have done him any harm, although 
we spoke so roughly about him." 

" He is not my servent," said Captain Letinez. " He is 
my friend, and a Christian and I wish you to respect ium as 
myself." 

^^ Oh ! if he be a Christian, that is quite another tUog," 
replied one of the robbers : — " so, all the Texians are ooi 
Jews, then, as our clergy say !" 

This was, by the captain, translated to FlambeaOy in order 
to convince him how important it wa^, in that countiy, to 
lean on the church for protection, and the quarterooOy wittily 
taking the hint, corroborated our hero's statement, and con- 
firmed the robbers in the idea of his orthodoxy, 1;^ making 
the sign of the cross, which dispelled any doubt that nughi 
have been lurking in their mind, and delighted them so much, 
that two of them actually shook him cordially by the hanJ, 
in token of spiritual fellowship. 

The captain inquired from Pedro Tormoya, who was en- 
dowed with intelligence above mediocrity, for news from the 
army, and the particulars of the disastrous retreat under Fi- 
lisola, to which the other answered, that ft would be rather a 
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lengthy relation and tiresome to be listened to standing, (for 
they had all alon^ retained that posture,) but that, if his 
worship had no objection, they might sit down, on the green 
sward, and he would recount all, ^ pe a |>a, as it had occur- 
red. 

To this Sefior de Letinez save his assent, and after they 
had stretched themselves on me grass, Tormoya began his 
narrative, the thread of which he interrupted every now and 
then, in order to drop quaint reflections, of his own, on the 
conduct of the chiefe, or various accidents, which had had an 
untoward influence on the result of the campaign. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

The feast of Czwpian : 
He that ontUves this day, and comet Mile hoina^ 
Will stand a tip.toe, whiern this day is named,' 
And rouse him at the name of Oriapianm 

King Henry V. Att IV. 

" Shortly after you left us," said the nanator, ** we reach- 
ed Brazoria, having crossed the river near the pkmation of 
a man of the name of Cartwright, who fled with all hb ftmi- 
ly, but was so much disturbed in mind, that during a ooDsi- 
derable space of time, he kept within sight of usy as thcmgh 
we had been convoying him, with all his slaves and prapertr. 
This exceedingly (Averted our officers and the ainiiteiiieiit it 
afforded was the cause that they let him escape soot-free. 
Finding, however, that part of the country too low, we r^ 
solved to leave it, for, in case of a rise in the river, iH buks, 
we knew, would be overflowed, and our division conU not 
but perish. You know what repugnance Mexican M for 
water. A single shower of rain dispirits us mon than a 
week's hunger and thirst. Now, that cursed coaBbv of 
Texas is nothing but a swamp — at least, along the wsihrnr 
There is a river at every tenth league, and such riven as 
carry ships ! You may judge what a frightful pRMpMt it 
was for us, who, in all the table-land of Mexboj^ km no 
larger stream than the Rio Nassas, and think a eopMfj well 
watered, if there is a spring in for^ miles. We fcft Bitio- 
ria, therefore, with all possible haste and followed die left 
bank of the stream, in order to reach an deviated ipot, where 
we would be safe against the fear of inundatioiiB. Bot in 
our march, we had a terrible fright. We were firH akrmed 
by a horrid noise, repeated at short intervals, and widiwUch 
the woods rung to a vast distance. — ^It was like no eudily 
sound that I ever heard before. — Some of our men, who were 
from the state of Jalisco, declared it reminded thorn of tbe 
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hissings of the volcano of Colima, when heard from a dis- 
tance, while a YucaUco, who had heen at sea, maintained 
that it was the blowing of a large fish of the whale kind. 
AH our corps came to a stand, and the men looked aghast, 
not knowing whether to flee, or stand their ground. Pre- 
gently, we saw a large machine, much bigger than a ship, 
floating on the surface of the water, and coming towards us 
with incredible velocity. On the prow was a large furnace, 
from whence volumes of flame and smoke escaped, by two 
big iron tubes, which towered aloft, like huge Cannons, and 
on either side was an enormous wheel, whirling round, as if 
ten thousand spirits from the bottomless pit had been lodged 
in it. These wheels were armed with flapboards, to put the 
water in motion, and raise an artificial storm in the river, 
as some of our ofiicers conjectured, in order to prevent us 
from recrossing to the other side. Upon that abominable in- 
vention drawing near, most of our troops were on the point of 
breaking loose and running ofi*, but the very terror it inspir- 
ed prevented them ! In fact, we were not sure it might not 
overtake us by land, and we had no other resource than 
prayer. So, we fell upon our knees and called upon the 
Blessed Virgin of Guadalupe and Almighty Grod ! — She de- 
livered us from that horrid witchcrail, and we continued our 
route, but sadly dispirited. How could it be otherwise?— 
without any priest amongst us, we were exposed to the wick- 
ed arts of those heretics and the powers of Hell ! — Fighting 
for our country, yet without absolution, or extreme unction, 
in case of death ! And then, to be buried like dogs, without 
either prayers, or Suffragiosy from an ecclesiastic ! — oh, sir, 
but it was a disastrous prospect and awful anticipation ! 

** We were forced to continue our march, but, from that 
moment, I augured badly of the expedition, and would to 
God my forebodings had not been so well-founded ! Would 
to God, Mexico had not received that deep humiliation, the 
stain of which will prove so difficult to blot out. 

" We had proceeded a considerable way towards ba3rou 
Buflalo, when we heard the news of the disastrous defeat of 
San Jacinto. Filisola now succeeded in command to Santa 
Anna. We were all afraid lest the prisoners — among whom 
was nearly the whole stafi*, comprising several of the most 
distinguished generals — should be put to death by the rebels, 
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in order to avenge the massacre of Goliad, bat Santa Ann 
had art enough to turn away the wrath of tbe TeziaDS. h 
must be confessed, that, if he has the greatest knack in tbe 
world for falling into snares, he has afao an admirable dall 
for getting out of them. His genius is a real paradox : soch 
a blundering disposition was never before mingled with so 
much craftiness. — ^When, at Tampico, he so inoonaidawtely 
rushed into the clutches of Barradas ; did it not, in the 
end, turn to his greater glory, and did he not succeed in 
capturing his captor ? That very thing broiurht bim to the 
presidential chair, and, I have no doubt, the aSair of San Ja> 
cinto will, after all, turn to his profit and serve to his further 
elevation. He is a man whose fate it is to deriye as great 
advantages from his defeats, as others do from their victo- 
ries. He will, no doubt, find it difficult to get oat of the 
hands of the Texians, but you will see that he will neoom- 
plish it, in the end, and rise again in Mexico, ^xso^ a 
prisoner, his instructions and orders were obeyed by Filiiola. 
There was a grand council of superior officers hdd at the 
house of one Madama Paoli, where a retreat was agreed on, 
and where all the generals insisted upon Pilisola retumng 
the command. 

" The army, disorganized as it was, could not have eon- 
tinued on the offensive, and had the Texians known osr aCn- 
ation, they might have easily destroyed us. Perhapi they 
were still afraid of us, after their victory, for I have, ance, 
understood they had not above six hundred men, and, npon 
the whole, it was wisely done by Houston, to let Oi istnrD, 
for it is certain this retreat has dispirited our nation as BNich 
as a complete annihilation of the army could have doBBi We 
are not the same in a foreign land as upon our oirn terri- 
tory. When battling on the parent soil, against tbe Snan- 
iards, we were incited by our native clergy, who hsa to 
avenge upon the Gachupines, the humiliation and oanleaipt 
of two hundred years' duration — ^things which pileste Mivw 
forgive! — We prevailed by the weight of overwhalmBf 
masses, and, had the Spaniards been as numerous as Wb it 
is very doubtful whether we could have succeeded. Boi 
none of these things can be brought to bear upon Thbu. 
Our clergy would certainly be desirous that we snouM drive 
the heretics away, but none, among those who posw elo> 
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quence and can manage large masses, will take the trouble 
to come and inspire the minds of our soldiers ; neither does 
the supreme government pay any attention to this powerful 
mover. If, after long murmurs, on the part of the army, 
they send us a chaplain, it is some foolish friar, who can 
hardly read the Latin of his breviary, and does nothing but 
bring religion into contempt. The race of preaching heroes 
seems extinct amongst us. — There are no longer any More- 
loses, or Matamoroses ! — Even father Belausaran seems to 
have turned a dolt, since they have put a mitre on his head. 
One would think that it has addled his brain !" 

" But, my dear fellow, you are straying from the subject 
of your narration," interrupted the captain. " I long to hear 
the history of your retreat, and you lose yourself in useless 
reflections upon political subjects, which neither you nor I 
can amend. 

" Ah, it is true. Sir," replied Tormoya, " it was my patri- 
otism which carried me away. — But let us resume. As soon 
as the Texians had agreed to spare the life of the President 
and his companions in arms, we began our retreat. Gene- 
ral Filisola offered again to cede the command to any one 
whom the other chiefs might elect, but all insisted upon his 
retaining it; yet, from that nooment, Urrea commenced 
to undermine him, in his correspondence with the supreme 
government, and, at last, succeeded in obtaining his post. 

" Our march was accompanied l^every dismal circum- 
stance that can be imagined — ^hunger, nakedness, violent 
rains and a complete destitution of spiritual succors for the 
sick and dying ! The generals engrossed all the wagons 
and beasts of burden, to convey away the plunder they had 
seized, so that p^t of the necessary baggage was left be- 
hind. But it was particularly at a place called Atascadito, 
that we suffered beyond what I thought possible for humanity 
to bear. By a dreadful cold rain, we found ourselves in the 
middle of a swamp, through which the utmost progress of a 
day was only of three miles ! There appeared no possible 
means of extricating the artillery, and our officers would 
have left it behind, had it not been for the unparalleled ex- 
ertions of Don Pedro de Ampudia, comonandant of that corps, 
who, by his indefatigable resolution, succeeded in saving all 
the guns, and prevented the soldiers from breaking the 

8* 
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carriages to pieces, in order to get fire-wood to wum tfaHo- 
selves. 

<< Our vanguard, under Urrea's oominand, preceded the 
main body, by five or six days' march, and, as they VMt, 

f leaned every thing whieh had escaped us, in the niondi of 
'ebruary ; so that, at our coming on, (for I had jdned tb 
main body,) we found nothing to pick up. We were foBov- 
ed by certain Texian commissioners, coming under tb 
treaty, to claim some property taken from them, and putkii- 
larly negroes, who had sought refuge in Matamoros. TVae 
was, also, a small body of observation, of theirs, n^ aeooa- 
panied us part of the way, and even did us considerable m- 
vice, by helping us out of some swamps, in which our aitil- 
lery would have remained buried, had it not been for disir am' 
tance. This kindness, however, met but with a poor mpit* 
al, for, no sooner did the commissioners reach Pfif rirr* . 
than IJrrea made them prisoners ; but this by the by. 

" The troops which had been left to garrison moat bsd 
suffered, perhaps, more than the rest, so that, no t w Ith iUDd- 
ing the earnest desire of our supreme government, at 
Mexico, and their strict orders that the place should not be 
abandoned, it became impossible to hold that post. 

" Santa Anna had entered the city of Bexar on the tvesty 
third of February, and after a considerable loss, beias the 
walls of the Alamo, had taken that fortress by stoiB « tbe 
sixth of March, and now it was restored to the Tsnun, 
without firing a single gun. It is, periiaps, to a fahnder, 
committed by Santa Anna, in the intoxication of sbdoms, 
after his entrance into the Alamo, that we owe all ths dlim- 
ters of our unlucky campaign. He had permitted a Teadu 
lady,''' who was found alive in the fort, after the ihighler 
was over, to withdraw in her gig, and it was by hsr meau 
Houston got information of our arrival. But this sst of fool- 
ish generosity on the part of our president was of a pieot 
with the rest of his conduct. The title of Vemeedor id Ab^ 
mo turned his head, and he stopped at no eztravsMoe. 
The troops that came from Bexar had such anecdotes to is- 
late, concerning his many acts of profligate folly, thrt Aey 
stagger all belief, though too well attested to be esIM in 
question. 

* Mn. Dickinson. 
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** Many of the old inhabitantB of that place followed the 

Eniaonaiid among them was a beautiful young woman, who, 
▼inff, with the most persevering resolution, resisted Santa 
Anoa^ seductions, had been decoyed into a marriage by that 
monster. The chaplain of the army had been wicked enough 
to celebrate it, with all the accustomed formalities ; although 
he, as well as all the officers, knew that Santa Anna had a 
wife and chikiren, in the state of Vera Cruz. The poor wo. 
man, in her simplicity, styled herself Prendentess of the Re- 
publicy and required to be treated with the respect due to her 
dignity. Qut of compassion, nobody would undeceive her, 
aiKi the state she a£^ted, in the midst of poverty and rags, 
cast a hue of ridicule upon our retreat, which, in my opinion, 
aeemed to render its gloom more disheartening. 

^'Before reaching the Rio Bravo, Urrea took the supreme 
command, and Filisola was obliged to repair to Mexico, in 
danger of being tried for iheU very retreat, which, though dis- 
astrous, was nevertheless, a proof of talent and generalship ; 
whereby he had, not only saved the president and his fellow pri. 
soners' lives, but even rescued the army from destruction. 
No doubt, as it was a mortification for our national pride, he 
had to bear the odium ; and as he is a foreigner by birth, he 
feund less sympathy. But I expect they will do him justice 
yet ; for, notwithstanding the outcry raised against him, it is 
certain our af^drs have gone on much worse, since he has re- 
signed the command. 

" When we reached the river and were ready to cross over 
to Matamoros, we felt completely broken down, both in body 
and mind ; and since that time, desertions have become so 
numerous, that our army has dwindled down to two thousand 
men. In the meanwhile, Urrea is carrying on every thing 
%rith a high hand, in Matamoros, and seems determined to 
make hay while the sun shines. He has, by his own author- 
ity, displaced the collector of the custom-house, and given the 
office to one of his creatures, who collects in partnership with 
him. — This campaign will be worth to him a brilliant for- 
tune." 

Senor de Letinez had, all along, expected to hear some 
news of Miss Quinton and her father ; but his informer, it 
seems, had not noticed them ; for, even to his specific inqui- 
ries he could answer nothing satisfactory. He only happen- 



92 AMBROSIO DB LBTOBS. 

ed to know that seven or eight of the colonists, taken at Go. 
liad, had been saved, in quality of phymcians, and two of 
them sent to Bexar, to attend the sick. Some of them, he 
added, were, runo, at liberty in the city. — ^As to any young 
lady, he could not tell. — There were so many, youngor old 
who followed the army! The whole town of St. Patricio 
had come along with the troops, when the latter left Texas, 
in order to escape the wrath of the rebels, against whom 
they had borne arms, in the beginning of the campaign.— 
She might be among them! But he was not able to say. 

Our hero, therefore, derived very little desirable infonaaa. 
tion from Tormoya's confused account, and his amdety aboot 
the fate of his fair one continued unrelieved. He could not 
however, part from the robbers, without giving them a severe 
rebuke, for their wickedness ; and the two who had bekuged 
to his company were so sensible of their misconduct, that 
they asked his pardon and promised to change their Una, 
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CHAPTER X. 

Loved Menef, loved fiienda — long lost, around me rise, 
And wake the melting thought, £e tender tear \ 
That tear, that thought, which more than mirth 
I prise. 

Mrs. Baddiffe. 

Omt travellers having resumed their route, soon entered 
Matamoros, where the first scene which presented itself to 
their view greatly surprised Flambeau, and excited his cen- 
sure, as a ridiculous and unnatural thing. It was a proces- 
sion, which he judged to be of a religious description, from a 
number of clerg3nfnen in their canonicals, accompanying it ; 
and holden for some joyful purpose, from the brilliant music 
that played and the great number of rockets which were fired. 
Yet they were carrying the corpse of an infant, and it was 
the little creature's fimeral obsequies they were thus solemn- 
izing ! He asked the captain an explanation of this singu- 
larity and seeming contradiction ; to which our hero answer- 
ed that the Mexicans, as Roman Catholics, not only believe 
that infants, dying after baptism, are admitted to the imme- 
diate enjoyment of heavenly bliss ; but that they rigorously 
follow up the consequences of this consoling dogma, and ac- 
tually rejoice in their children's death, whenever they happen 
to die under age. << This music and these rockets," said he, 
^' are a manifestation of gladness, on the part of the child's 
rarents ; because he is become a little angel, (angelito). 
This will not be the only expression of joy. This night, 
there will be a ball and carousal in their house, and how poor 
soever they may be, they would not dare to omit these re- 
joicings, which are, here, no less than tears and lamentations, 
in other countries, accounted tokens of parental love." 

" It is very strange," said the quarteroon, " that the strong- 
est feeling of nature can be thus suspended, and the purest 
passion of the human heart, counteracted, by a remote conse- 
quence of one of the minor dogmas of religion." 
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<< Yet, perhaps, in this instance," resumed the captain, "it 
is of service. It affords, at least, a harmless consolation to 
the bereaved parents and dries up tearSi which wooM flow 
to no purpose." 

" Such is not my opinion of this singular practice of your 
countrymen," returned the quarteroon. " I would not neak 
against the religious dogma, upon which it is based. As a 
speculative tenet, it is consoling ; and I would not condemn 
the spiritual rejoicing of the church, at the death of theinbnt 
Christian ; because her joy is pure, grave and jpioui, and 
manifests itself by canticles of praise to the Moat High. Bat 
to see rational creatures making the death of a poor innocent 
child an occasion of merriment — ^to see parents ao &r hard- 
ening their hearts, as to dance on the brink of their inftnt's 
grave — is shocking and worthy of barbarians." 

" Well, you may be right, for aught I know," returned the 
captain ; " but beware how you express such an opinion to 
any body else, for it might give offence, and would be looked 
upon as downright impiety. Many other things you will see, 
which may appear strange and unnatural ; but be cadtious 
how you manifest your feelings before the natives, fiir thej 
are jealous of foreigners, and apt to suspect of Judadsm, any 
one who gainsays their religioUs prejudices, and thai nay 
bring a man into great danger. My father, ninetesa years 
ago, was stabbed for much less ; and, thank Grod, tha danger 
glanced along one of his ribs, otherwise I would not be here 
to tell the story." 

" With these reflections, they passed by the fimenl pro- 
cession, and alighted before a fine house, in Sonora alreet, 
where the captain had been informed, in Camaiso^ that the 
teniente of his troop of horse, who had succeeded Um, was 
lodged. The latter was delighted to see him, andieoeWed 
him with the utmost civility. He did not, however, pennit 
his guest to rest himself, before he insisted upon Ids swrinff 
and dressing, in order to pay a visit to the genemUn^Jun. 
Dressing, in the fashionable sense of the ezpresskMi, vna a 
thing entirely out of our hero's power ; for he found kiSHelf 
in that philosophical state of existence, when he nd^ say, 
with the Grecian sage, " omnia mecum porta,** Hov faun- 
bling soever the situation, he freely confened it to bis finead; 
who, immediately, placed at his dbposal a suit of Us ovn. 
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In this borrowed garb, therefore, our captain sallied forth, to 
pay his respects to Urre^a. He felt inclined to go, first, in 
search of Miss Quinton and her father ; but his friend, hav- 
ing represented to him that his first visit was strictly due to 
the general, he suffered himself to be led along, in hopes the 
interview would be of short duration, and fully resolved to 
spend the remainder of the day in his beloved one's company. 

Urrea received him with transports of joy, and after in- 
quiring the particulars of the battle of San Jacinto, and the 
state of affidrs among the Texians, said to him, *' Now, my 
dear fellow, although glad to see you, I confess your return 
embarrasses me. In your absence, your troop of horse has 
been given to your friend, here, who was once your lieute- 
nant. We believed you dead, and he deserved promotion. 
We cannot make him retrograde to his former rank, yet you 
have suffered so much in your country's cause, that you 
cannot remain without a post, and I have none to give. 
What shall we do, in this case ? Will you accept of the rank 
of colonel graduado 7 It is honorable, and the fortune of 
your family enables you to dispense with the emoluments." 

<* Why, General," replied Captain Letinez, " do not put 
yourself to any trouble on my account. I will be glad to 
retire from the service, and by tendering my resignation of 
my own accord, I conceive I will smooth all difficulties." 

" Resign ! — No, indeed !" replied Urrea. " You shall 
not. You must accept my proposal. Think how glorious, — 
from a mere captain, to become, at once, a colonel !" 

" There are so many graduados, sir !" resumed our cap. 
tain. 

'* It is true," said Urrea, " we have an immense number : 
I dare say thirty or forty generals, and eighty or ninety colo- 
nels, without exercise ! But still it is accounted an honor, 
and will be especially so, in so young a man. Therefore, 
I insist upon it. I will immediately write to the secretary 
* of war, and in the meanwhile, if you wish to go to Mechoa- 
can, to visit your relations, I will give you leave of absence ; 
and you may take your time for your return, for it will be 
long before we are ready for another campaign." 

Our hero consented at last, rather to satisfy the general, 
and get rid of his importunities, than from any desire of ele- 
vation — and, having taken leave, proceeded to the cuartel, 
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or barracks, where, he had been informedy aevenl of the 
Texians were confined, in order to make inquiries Gonceni- 
ing Major Quinton. These prisoners of war had beea in 

freat danger of being shot, by order of Santa Anna, but the 
'rench, American and Irish merchants of Matamoros bu! 
saved their lives,* by offering a large anm of money, and 
the Mexican ladies of the same place had, also, prenmed in 
their behalf a very eloquent petition ; for which it is jort to 
render to their humanity the meed of praiae it d c s ei f u . 
But the lives which had been saved with so much diffiedtj 
were nigh being lost for want of food. The Mexicans pre 
their prisoners nothing to eat, and, had not the same meo, 
who had already made such generous offers .to save then 
from death, subscribed for their support, they would actndiy 
have been starved. Nor is it to be supposed that, in this in- 
stance, the Mexicans were impelled by any special hatred to 
the Texians, since it is in the same way they treat their own 
prisoners. As soon as a man is under lock and key, the go- 
vernment meddles no more with his bodily wanta, bat abu- 
dons him to the charity of the faithful ! m deaperate CMes, 
only, and when hunger grows ravenous, they aometimes per- 
mit prisoners to go out, under the guard of a soldier, andiq^y 
through the streets, when a portion of what he gets is be- 
stowed upon his guard. 

Captain Letinez did not find Major Quinton wmmg the 
prisoners, but heard of his being in town, and was dinded 
lo his house. It was a little cabin, built of large wbDrnt 
bricks, called adobes, in the language of the coimtry, and 
thatched with tule, a kind of rushes that grow in the avaopj 
bottoms of the Rio Bravo, and are nearly incombiadlile. 
The thatch itself, by the effect of time, had been vsdaoed to 
an earthy mass, now shrunk into consistency, and aAiding 
sustenance to a multiplicity of parasitic plants, widoh, being 
in full bloom, gave it the appearance of a jporlems. -KmoBg 
them, various kinds of cacti, and young minnosas were le^ 
markable, some with pink blossoms, and others with paJe 
yellow ones. The captain was not a little amnaed hf thn 
singular appearance, but upon entering the edifice^ he was 
shocked at the state of poverty which its interior ezhfldlBd. 

* In half an hour, thirty thousand dollan were inbseribed. 
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The only person he found in the house was an old female 
Indian servant, who acted as drudge to the family. This 
was no proof of easy circumstances in the owners, for ser- 
vants are so cheap in that country, that almost every house- 
holder keeps three or four. The furniture consisted of a 
litde cot, with, coarse, though extremely clean bed clothes, 
a small table, four old chairs without backs, and a mattress 
rolled up in a corner, which, being spread at night on a rug 
carpet, served one of the inmates for bed. Some crockery 
ware upon a shelf, a few books on the mantel-piece, and two 
trunks completed the inventory. 

The aged sybil who, for the moment, acted as housekeeper, 
being asked where was Major Quinton, answered with a kind 
of stutter, that he was culling fruit in the Huerta, and imme- 
diately opened a side-door, made of wattled reeds, giving 
access to a little court-yard, through which she marshalled 
our hero to the gate of the garden. It was rather a kind of 
orchard, full of fig, pomegranate and orange-trees, planted 
without any attention to symmetry. They were so thick, and 
their foliage was so dense, as to afford a coolness extremely 
pleasant in that southern climate ; and moreover produced 
a kind of artificial night upon the vision of one who, coming 
from the glare of the broad day-light, entered this deep 
shade. 

The Indian beldame, having left our hero to grope his 
way as well as he could through this labyrinth in search of 
her master, hastily returned to the house, the door of which 
she had left opened ; so that Captain Letinez was at a loss 
which way to direct his steps, not knowing in what part of 
the garden the major might be found. His eyes having, 
nevertheless, in a few seconds, become used to the half light 
which rested on the empty space, under the verdant canopy 
that overshadowed his head, he distinguished at the extremity 
of the garden a little arbor, under which a female figure 
was in a sitting posture. 

Thither he directed his steps, and had the inexpressible 
pleasure to find that it was Miss Quinton herself. She was 
80 busy sewing, as not to notice his approach, and he stopped 
at a short distance to contemplate her ; while a variety of 
tender emotions rapidly succeeded each other in his mind. 
He had found her again — ^his beloved one I — ^the only woman 
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he had ever loved, and whom he loved to adoratioD I—- He 
had found her again, and under such circumstancefl, as jvd- 
dered a union certain. Her father's life had been saved bv 
his friend's exertions. Gratitude, he thought, would comtHoe 
with love in Miss Quinton's heart, and in the intozicatioii of 
his hope, he was almost sure of her consent. She and bar 
father had lost their fortune — they were now in want and 
poverty ! He was almost pleased with it, for it would serve 
to prove the disinterested fervor of his afiection. But ibe 
was pale ! — Oh ! how much she must have suffered in thon 
scenes of war and desolation ! — ^Yes, the weight of wo hid 
sunk her eyes and diminished their lustre.— The tears of 
misfortune had furrowed her cheeks. — ^Perhaps some of those 
tears had heen shed for him ! — Yet, though Butkring, bow 
beautiful ! — Even more interesting tluin when in the bloon 
of perfect health. 

** The rose that was iii>on her cheek 
Was mellowed by a tenderer streak." 

He must advance, but lo ! He trembles like a child ! His 
knees can hardly support his tottering frame. He, the ac- 
complished gentleman — who can acquit himself with so mich 
grace and elegance, in the most polished circles smd br^t- 
est companies — is now at a loss for words to hail the msid 
he loves. He feels that he is blushing at the thought of this 
interview. Blush on, dear youth — ^blush on ! As Diogenes 
said, it is the color of virtue. She whom thou lowest cudoC 
take oJQTence at the embarrassment thou feelest.-*Were Iby 
heart less pure, thou wouldst be holder. 

The spell was at last broken by Major Quintotti win^ till 
that moment, had remained busy, in a remote comer of the 
garden ; but, having now finished his task, approached the 
place where his daughter was sitting, and was atsirtled at the 
sight of a man standing so close to the arbor. Eb drev 
near with a threatening aspect, but, recognising hint, threv 
himself in his arms, crying out, " oh, my dear friend-HS 'A 
you ?" He had no time to continue, when Miss Qiuloa 
raised her eyes from the work which had engrossed her at- 
tention — saw her lover — gave a scream of surpris e spfSPg 
up from her chair, but fell again upon it, in a mep swoon. 
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The captain and her father ran to her help, and afler con- 
nderable efibrts brought her to the use of her senses. The 
first- manifestation she gave of her returning consciousness 
was by a flood of tears, which afleviated a little the fulness 
of her heart. Her lover was behind her chair, when she 
first recovered from that state, and missing him, she said, 
** oh, father, was it a dream, or has Captain Letinez really 
been here V ' 

He could no longer control himself. "Yes, my dear 
Miss Quinton," said he, " I am here — ^your own Letinez, 
always faithful and true. Yes, my love, — I have returned, 
more worthy of you. I have learned, during my captivity, 
that you as much surpass your own countrywomen, in kind- 
ness of heart and generosity of disposition, as they sui-pass 
mine, in beauty and gracefulness ; and if I was thy lover, be- 
fore," added he, kissing her hand with ardor, " I am now thy 
adorer ! — Here is your father who will not refuse his consent 
to our mutual vows. — He will become my father, also, and I 
will glory in the adoption." 

" Yes — I will," said the old man, embracing him, " and 
heaven is my witness, with what sincere joy ! — I receive you 
as the greatest blessing God can bestow upon me. Had I 
selected a son-in-law among ten thousand, I could not have 
made a better choice. Yes, my children, you will be both 
happy, and crown my old age with gladness. Be not asham- 
ed, my daughter," continued he, addressing Sophia, whose 
face was sunused with blushes, " be not ashamed to con^ss 
your virtuous flame, when you have your father's consent, 
and the approbation of your own conscience. — Consider your- 
selves as plighted to each other, and may the blessing of 
heaven attend you." 

Miss Quinton, now a little composed, and feeling all the 
embarrassment of maidenly modesty, rose to withdraw ; but 
the captain, in an ecstasy of joy, at seeing the object of his 
ardent wishes obtained, and emboldened by the father's pre. 
sence, could not help clasping her to his bosom, and stealing 
a kiss, as the earnest of future bliss. 

•» Dear wedded love ! 
Which men so seldom blameless prove ; 
A harmless pair, for once at least, 
Thy holy pleasures taste. 
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Now, walking hand in hand, they retamed to the house, 
where tiie Major and the captain, in close colloquy, made 
their arrangements and took all the measures they thought 
necessary for the execution of their scheme. All parties 
heing equally desirous to bring it to a happy issue, they did 
not anticipate any difficulty, chiefly as there was no matter 
of interest to be debated or settl^. They were, however, 
destined to be crossed, by an unknown circumstance— which, 
how trifling soever it might have appeared, in any other 
country — is, in Mexico, a thing of the utmost importance, is 
the reader will see by the trouble it gave them. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Heap up impediments to lawful things, 
And then grant dispensation for an alms. 

j9r. Spunge, 

IE first thing our hero inquired of Major Quinton, afler 
ransports were calmed, was the history of his escape 
the massacre, with which our reader is already ac- 
ited, and the details of his journey from Goliad to Ma- 
ros, in which there was nothing peculiarly interesting, 
few prisoners who had been saved from that horrid 
lery had been sent, under an escort, to the Irish village, 
e Miss Quinton had found again her old acquaintance, 
3t Mrs. Jordan, and retaken possession of her little 
ment, while her father and a few others were kept con- 
in an out-house, belonging to the Alcalde, who treated 
, nevertheless, with humanity. They had, afterwards, 
ved the inhabitants of San Patricio, when the latter left 
town, at the instigation of Urrea, who threatened, that, 
i return, he would make no destinction between friend 
foe, but would hang every man and burn every house. 
3 his arrival at Matamoros, Major Quinton, who had seen 
elf reduced to act the part of the Medecin mdlgri lid; 
nade several friends amongst the Mexican officers, and 
ned permission to remain in a private house with his 
hter. There he had maintained himself by tending his 
3n, while the young lady helped, also, by her skill in 
lery. 

le captain's curiosity being satisfied, the conversation 
•ally reverted to his intended marriage. Major Quinton 
30 idea of the many intricacies and formalities by which 
trimonial union is attended in Mexico. He supposed 
►uld be as easy, as in the United States, where all that 
in has to do, in most of the states, is to take out a license 
the clerk of the court, and apply to a justice of the 
e, who ties the knot in the twinkling of an eye. In Mex- 

9* 
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ico, it is quite different. The canon law, therei xegnlata 
those matters^ and it seems to have been the purpoae of ca- 
nonists to throw the greatest difficulties in the way of the 
most necessary thing in nature. They knew that peopie 
would marry, cost what it might, and, by their skilfu! oitli- 
nances, they have turned this into a capital source of lereone 
for the church. 

In our hero's case, these difficulties were of a pecoliir 
nature. First, the lady and gentleman, being natiTei of 
other dioceses than that of Monterey, in which Matamoroi 
is situated, they were obliged to get their ft de t autim f, id 
est, their certificate of baptism. For this purpose, Gaptmi 
Letinez must write to Mechoacan, and wait, at least, tvo 
months, before the important paper should arrive ; while hs 
bride would have, perhaps, to wait half a year, befim she 
could get her papers, from Maryland, where she faul been 
baptized in the Church of England. 

<< This difficulty once over, they had both to prove datt 
they were unmarried, which was proving a negative, urf 
might be considered by Anglo-Saxon metaphysiciBiii as iifr 
possible ; but which is, nevertheless, strictly reqoinKlbyMeii- 
can laws, and is done, everyday, afler some fhshioD orolber, 
in the wise republic of Anahuac. 

Thirdly, there was the article of religion. Mki Qon» 
ton being a Protestant, her marriage could not be Bokm- 
nized without a special dispensation from the Pope^ or the 
Bishop of Monterey — in case the jurisdiction of the latter dhonld 
have been enlarged by the Holy See. All this would reqmre 
time, expense and powerful friends. — ^Ehcpenses the cipcun 
could afiford — friends he had — but time was what he gndjjBd. 
He thought proper, however, to explain all this to the Mi|or, 
in order that his own sincerity mieht not be suspecte^dlMld 
not the marriage be accomplished as quickly as extensl cir- 
cumstances might induce any one not acquainted iriA the 
laws of the country to think practicable. 

This subject of conversation being exhau^d, our hero 
took leave of the worthy Major, and returned to the hove of 
his quondam lieutenant, where he soon began to receiie the 
visits of his friends. As he was a general favorite io the 
army, and the history of his escape from among the TsDUi 
was so romantic, every one was curious to see him. Obb 
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of the first ^o presented themselves was Captain Almrez, 
whom Se£k)r de Letinez embraced with real transports of 
joy, while some tears of gratitude, which he could not re- 
press, bathed his cheeks and expr^sed to his friend, better 
than the choicest words could have done, the sincere ac- 
knowledgement of his heart, for having saved Major Quin- 
ton's life, and so efficiently protected the young lady to 
whom he was attached. Major Quinton had informed him 
of the noble and almost heroical manner in which Alvarez 
had stood forth, as the champion of humanity, and Captain 
Letinez thought he could never sufficiently acknowledge 
such a piece of service. " Alvarez," said he, "I will not 
fatigue you by long protestations of gratitude ; but had you 
saved my own life, I could not feel more than I do. From 
henceforth, all I Jiave — my credit and that of my family — 
are at your disposal." 

" Dear Don Ambrosio," answered his friend, " I did no 
more than humanity required. Would to God I had been 
able to save them all ! But, /or Heaven's sake, let us drop 
that subject, and banish so painful a recollection from our 
minds. Let us rather talk about your marriage. Ah, lucky 
TOgue ! You must have been born with a cawl upon your 
head — to light upon so much beauty and sense united ! It 
was your good angel, no doubt, who inspired you to go on that 
expedition against the Comanches ! We thought it the trick 
of a madcap, when we heard of it, but it will turn out a 
fortunate trick for you ! — And now, when comes the wed- 
ding ? — The sponsalia ? — I hope you will give a ball, and 
the thing will be done with some eclat. ^^l want to open 
the dance with your bride. — ^By my SanUguada, it is my 
due !" 

^" So it is, indeed," replied Senor de Letinez, laughing, 
''and you shall dance as long as you please, but I am afraid, 
'that, notwithstanding your impatience, we shall have some- 
time to wait, yet." 

" Wait !" replied Alvarez, with surprise, " and for what — 
pray ?" 

" Why," returned our hero, " I have to write to Mechoa- 
can, for my certificate of baptism, and to get a dispensation 
of the publication of bans, both in my native parish and here ; 
and the young lady has to procure her papers, from Mary- 
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land — which is great ways off, ia the north of the United 
States." 

"Pooh, pooh! — ^wherefore all that?" replied AlvaTez. 
" Do not suppose that the padre, here, is so scrupulous. No, 
not he— -good man. He will never require such things fron 
you, provided you pay him a good round sum." 

"Do you think," inquired the other, **that he will, to 
ohlige me, violate those canons of discipline V* 

" Canons !" resumed Alvarez. " He has spiked more 
canons than you or I ever saw fired. — ^What a habe yoa ue ! 
You think every priest is like your grand-uocle, and Apt 
other good soul in rhelipa, of whom I have heard you mk 
so frequently ! — Clergymen who are walking towards Hei- 
ven on tip-toe ! There are not many such in the Uexicu 
church." 

" But, then," objected Captain Letinez, " I do notviot to 
render my marriage null and invalid." 

" This will not ajQTect it, in the least," answered hit fneni 
— " It is an impediment, to be sure ; but not one vfakh 
breaks the bands of matrimony. There is jronr imp e ihh fn- 
tum dirimenSf and your impedimerUum impedms. The want 
of publication of bans, belongs to the latter category only.'^ 
You should know this, as you are now a courting gpdlint* 
It is the priest's business to require it from you, butitimoae 
of yours to make him mind it, if he be willing to overlook it." 

" Well, really," replied our hero, " the thing lad nwrer 
struck my mind in this point of view. I stand coneded by 
your superior knowledge of Divinity." 

" So much the worse for you, then," said Alvarei, " In 
a country like ours, where the canon law is part and pveel 
of the law of the land, every gentleman, particulirif one 
who is in love, should be something of a canonist." 

" Well," resumed Captain Letinez, " since yoa tie so 
knowing, I will consult you upon another difficui^. IGh 
Quinton is a Protestant, and will not change her relinon, I 
know — neither do I intend proposing it to her. Wullltf 
make any difficulty with this padre ? 

" Not the least — not the least," replied Alvarez ; "only 
be liberal with him, and you will find him the most liberal 
man in the world. — Ave Maria! — He would marry a man of 
your condition to a Jewess, or Turkish woman, if you wished, 
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and never bc^e at it. Foreigners accuse our clergy of il- 
liberality, but they would reverse the judgment they pass on 
them, were they all like Padre Rapinez." 

** If such be the case," said Sefior de Letinez, <' there will 
be no difficulty with me, and I will come through, easily 
enough!" 

'* You will-— you shall," resumed his friend ; " and there- 
fore, I hope the business will be soon ^ver." 

" Not so quick, either," observed our hero ; "for, although 
there is no need of postponement, for the publication of bans, 
and other formalities, yet I must write to my grandfather and 
his brother. — ^It would be the basest ingratitude in me to mar- 
ry without informing them of it, and asking their leave. — I 
luiow their love for me will not permit them to refuse their 
consent." 

"As to this," said Alvarez, "it is a different thing!— 
Certainly, it is your duty to write to them. I would be the 
first to blame you, if you did not." 

Thus enlightened by Captain Alvarez's superior informa- 
tion in canonical matters, and well assured of Padre Rapi- 
fiez's pliability of principle, our hero felt relieved from an 
oppressive weight ; for, from what he knew of the history of 
his father's marriage, he had imagined the difficulties he 
would have to encounter would almost prove insuperable ; or, 
at least, put so many delays in the way of the accomplish- 
ment of his wishes, that sometimes he felt tempted to des- 
pair. 

Captain Alvarez was not the only one who took a lively 
interest in his fate and future union with the worthy object of 
his affection. A considerable number of his brother officers 
congratulated him also on the acquisition of Miss Quinton's 
hand, and it was in the midst of those friendly demonstrations, 
that he directed to the old Count and the good clergyman, his 
brother, a letter informing them of his engagement and ask- 
ingtheir permission for his marriage. 

There was another person to whom he was tenderly at- 
tached, and whom he wished it had been in his power to con- 
sult. It was his father. But he was at too great a distance. 
Though Mr. Faring had never insisted on carrying his son 
to the United States, for fear of exposing him to lose his 
grandfather's fortune ; yet he had taken several trips to Me- 
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choacan, in order to visit him» and had made on the Wi 
mind an impression which time could Dot obliterate. The 
last of those visits had taken place about three years previou 
to the period of which we are now treating — ^when our here 
was a lad of fifleen — and his father had then promised to re- 
turn in four years and take him to travel. This plan would 
be now defeated by the young man's marriage ; but yet the 
latter complied with what filial piety required of him,b]f dn> 
patching a letter to Mr. Faring, at the same time thtt be 
wrote to his grandfather. 

Our hero being now wholly engrossed by his matrimoml 
scheme, Flambeau, who had been accustomed to live wilk 
him in the greatest familiarity, saw himself somewhat neg- 
lected, and being exceedingly sensitive, resolved to letTS tfi 
captain. In vain the latter expostulated with him, the qou- 
teroon answered, in a melancholy mannery that he wis too 
sensible of the distance which separated them, to ei|iect fc- 
miliarity, and that he could not resolve himself to live igua 
as a menial. He had formed an acquaiDtance with aoneoo- 
lored people, refugees, like himself, who carried oo a little 
smuggling, between the mouth of the river and the eitj ; ui 
he was inclined to try his luck among them. It was wilk 
great reluctance the captain parted from him; bntseei^it 
could not be helped, he took a servant to supply the defcHSCf. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Grief boundeth where it falls, 
Not with empty hollowness, but weight 

Shakespeare, King Richard IL Act 1. 

Wb will now leave our hero to carry on his courtship in 
lie most approved manner known to a Mexican gallant, and 
seg our reader to transfer himself to the state of Mechoacan, 
Lo order to witness the scene that took place in the family of 
Letioez, upon their being informed of his captivity. The 
disaster of San Jacinto had been concealed as long as possi- 
ble from the Mexican people, by their government ; and when 
It became, at last, necessary to publish it, they did so with 
every attenuating circumstance they could imagine, never 
acquainting the nation with the names of the prisoners. The 
Count of Letinez, therefore, who knew that his grandson was 
in General Urrea's division and was not informed that he had 
been transferred to the main body, under the president's im- 
mediate command, felt no anxiety about him. Having, nev- 
ertheless, remained a long time without receiving letters from 
him, after the return of the army to Matamoros, he wrote to 
Urrea, to whom the young man had been especially recom- 
mended, in order to know the cause of his long silence, and 
was informed of the doleful truth — that his grandson was a 
prisoner in Texas. 

On the receipt of this intelligence, the old Count and the 
Abbate were well nigh overpowered with grief. Their child, 
-—as both delighted to call our hero— was the only scion of 
iheir noble and ancient house — the object of all their affec- 
tion-— endowed with talents and qualifications which promised 
^ new illustration to their name ; and now he was in the 
bands of a horde of needy adventurers, who were represent- 
ed as the most unprincipled and cruel of mankind. Oh, how 
Vjitterlydid the Count and his brother repent having permitted 
him to enrol himself under Santa Anna's banners ! They had 
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done so, indeed, in the idea that the expedition coald ok 
prove difficult, and would be nothing worse than a militan 
paseo, from whence the heir of the family would Tetun. 
adorned with fame and improved in experience, without htv- 
ing incurred any peril. They had, nevertheless, been (k- 
ceived in their expectations, as well as many others, wiser 
than they, and now they began to consult upon the meun of 
repairing the sad effects of their condescension. Ba wn 
there any possibility of effecting it ? Would it be pradica- 
ble to rescue their beloved Ambrosio from captivity f Coald 
they, for this purpose, avail themselves of their inflaeve 
with men high in office, under the federal govemmeiit^- 
Alas, no ! — Ciorro's administration neither held, nor penit> 
ted any correspondence with the rebellious cdomid^ us 
would not allow even the admission of flags of tmoe. 

In this sad emergency, and well nigh driven to dopir, 
the old Count took a resolution, which, in a man of Iwip 
and habits, might seem to border on extravagance. It vu 
to set out, himself, for Matamoros, and, thenoe, try to get into 
Texas, by the way of New Orleans, and ransom Ui gnixi- 
son with money. " At all events,'' said he, ** the Tbbui 
are poor. Their government, if such it can be called^ Bost 
be in need of resources, and I will ofier them such a im at 
will purchase his liberty." 

His brother, however, would not consent to his deputnre. 
'< No," said he, " if any one is to go, I will be the bmb. Ton 
are, now, past travelling, dear brother, and quite nmUe to 
resist the fatigues of such a journey. Moreoiver, I hn 
more experience of the world than you, who hafe ahraji 
lived in retirement. And if it be necessary to eRMi the 
gulf of Mexico— have I not beheld the sea, fxom tks psak of 
Colima, while I lived in the state of Jalisco ?"(^ It vu 
not necessary for the Abbate to insist with moca peneie- 
rance, in order to persuade the Count to accede to the pio- 
posed change, for the good man dreaded travelling htjfood 
expression, and nothing short of the agony of grittlM fek at 
the loss of his grandson, could have prompted hm to m 
strange a resolution. 

It was, therefore, settled, that the good ecclesiasliB should 
immediately set out on his journey towards the moolh of the 
Rio Bravo, a distance of more than twelve hundrsd milei ; 
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ind the servants received orders to make the necessary pre- 
parations forthwith. 

When it became known in Pascuaro, that Abbate Letinez 
ivas going to Matamoros, with the purpose of penetrating in- 
o the heart of Texas, every body was in the greatest amaze- 
nent, and not ,a few people supposed that the good man, 
iirough grief, had lost his wits. The Texians were report- 
id to be monsters in human form — worse, if possible, than 
cannibals — for whom it would be a special delight to put to 
leath any Catholic clergyman who might fail into their 
lands. They were reported to have taken Seiior Valdez, 
garish priest of Groliad, to Harrisburg, and there to have 
turned him alive. Could it be any thing but sheer madness 
irhich now prompted the good Abbate to expose his life 
UDong such a people ? A number of female devotees, whose 
hther confessor he was, moved heaven and earth, to induce 
Mm to alter his mind. They prayed and wept ! — They burned 
blessed candles before every image in the parish church, 
ind caused masses to be said upon every altar, but all in 
rain. The day of his departure at last arrived, and in spite 
if all their tears and supplications, he set out. 

A new coach had been bought for the occasion, and no 
.088 than fourteen servants were engaged to accompany him. 
Provisions of the best quality, with a large and commodious 
tent had also been provided ; so that our good clergyman 
[iad the chance of enjoying every possible convenience upon 
die road. But as we have already described the mode of 
travelling, in the interior of that country, we will abstain 
from repeating, here, what could not but prove fastidious to 
yvac readers. 

We have once hinted that the period marked by our hero's 
lather for paying him a visit had elapsed. The great trou- 
ble to which the family of Letinez had been a prey, prevent- 
ed them from resenting this want of punctuality as much as 
hey would otherwise have done ; still they had several 
imes thought of it, particularly, after learning the news of 
the battle of San Jacinto, for they imagined that, had Mr. 
Paring been in the country, he might have gone to the res- 
cue of his son, with greater probability of success, than Ab- 
mte Letinez could expect. 

Our hero's father was, nevertheless, faithful to his promise, 

Vol. II. 10 
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and he arrived at Pascuaro, shortly after the departure of hu 
late wife's uncle. He would have got there, sooner, and 
in time to save the old man his long journey, but he had to 
remain some time in Vera Cruz, in order to transact busines 
for a commercial house of New York, with which he vas 
connected, and this had been the cause of his delay. His 
arrival, though late, was liailed with the utmost joy by the 
old Count : << Welcome," said he, as he embraced hini, "a 
thousand times welcome, my dear Faring. — ^Yoa will be in 
time yet to overtake the pcidrey and assist him in rescoDg 
your son. — I hope there is no danger of his life !" 

<< My son !" exclaimed Mr. Faring, alarmed. " Ambio- 
sio's life is in danger ! Where and how ? Is not the boy here ?" 

" Alas, no, my dear friend," resumed the old Coam. 
" When it was ascertained that President Santa Anna vas 
to march, with the flower of the army, against the rebels oi 
Texas, the lad was seized with an irresistible desire of joiQ> 
ing our troops. The padre and myself did all in our power 
to prevent him, but he so teased and besought us, that ve 
gave way. In fact, we did not think the Xezians would 
make any resistance — imagining that the campaign would be 
nothing but a military jMz^eo, and that, as the boy had alwavs 
lived in seclusion, he wanted some knowledge of the worlii, 
and a little desenvoltura, which he could not fail to acquire 
in his intercourse with the superior officers, to most of whom 
he was especially recommended. But Valga me ia Virgin 
de los Dolores ! The affair has turned out contrary to our 
expectations, and he is now a prisoner among the Teuans.'* 

" Gracious heavens !" interrupted Mr. Faring, " Jfy aoo, 
my poor son ! Perhaps he has perished by this time^ in ex- 
piation of the Goliad massacre ! — But are you certiin thai 
he is prisoner. Count ? — Have you any official newi ?" 

<^ Alas ! — It is but too certain," answered the old man, and. 
thereupon, he detailed all the information he had derived 
from his communications witli various officers, who, after 
surviving the campaign, had returned to Matamoros. The 
unfortunate father, having become possessed of those details, 
immediately took his resolution, and told the Count that he 
would set out, on the spot, in order, if possible, to ofertake 
the Abbate. 

<< Heaven be merciful to ub !" returned the oM man. 
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** You cannot be in a greater hurry to depart than I wish, 
but it is impossible to undertake such a journey, without a 
coach and servantSi or, at least, without a gig. And, wo is 
ine, it will take time to make things ready ! The house has 
been turned topsy turvy with my brother's departure, and I 
do not know how, or where to find trusty servants." 

'* Put yourself to no trouble about it," replied his son-in- 
law. " I will not tarry here, twenty- four hours. — Two ser- 
vants and a good sumpter mule will be sufficient. I came 
from the city of Mexico, hither, with no larger retinue, and 
I need very little baggage on the road.— -It is not time to 
study my own convenience, when my child's life is perhaps 
in jeopardy." 

" Verily, my dear," resumed the Count, " I will not per- 
mit you to expose yourself in the way you propose. Mad- 
ness itself would not undertake so long a journey — and, part- 
ly, through desert countries — ^without provisions and a number 
of attendants capable of defending you, should you be attack- 
ed. Moreover, something is due to the standing of the 
bouse of Letinez, to which you are so closely allied ! — Con- 
aider what would be thought of us, should one belonging to 
our family travel with no more state than the merest ran- 
cheroJ^^ 

"And would you," said Mr. Faring, " postpone, for one 
single day, the succor I owe to my son, for the sake of so 
paltry a consideration ? — Oh, Count, Count ! is it possible that 
your mind can be set upon such frivolities, when the only 
scion of your house — the worldly honor and feudal glory of 
which you esteem so highly — is in danger of his life, or, at 
least, straightened with want ? — No, sir, I will set out im- 
mediately. You may give orders to your MayordomOy in 
case you are disposed to speed me on my way. 1 want fresh 
horses, for mine are jaded, a strong sumpter mule, and two 
servants of approved fidelity. Your resources, undoubtedly, 
can command all this in twelve hours' time. If a proper 
degree of speed be used, I may yet overtake the padre, and 
then travel in state and with all the pomp suited to the son- 
in-law of the Count of Letinez." 

It was as a kind of anodyne that Mr. Faring threw in 
these last words, and in order to bring the old man to accede 
to his proposal ] for, though he had, as yet, no idea that the 
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weakness of intellect peculiar to old age had begun to creep 
upon his mind, he knew, of old, his vanity and pride of an. 
cestry, and did not think it beneath him to indulge a littk 
that foible. 

The bait took effect accordingly, and the Count gave or- 
ders to his Mayordomo, to furnish his son-in-law with what 
he wanted. These commands being promptly executed, Mr. 
Faring took his departure from Pascuaro, and rode with aD 
possible haste, in order to overtake Abbate Letinez, ubieh 
he entertained well founded hopes to effect, for he knew die 
good clergyman would be slow in travelling. 

His expectations were not, however, realiased as soon as 
he had imagined, for the old gentleman rode hard and had 
already reached the frontiers of the state of Cohahuila, before 
Mr. Faring came up with him. He could not evea have 
overtaken him, had not our clergyman been detained by a 
singular occurrence, which .arrested his further progreas and 
caused him to prolong his stay in the little mining town of 
Mapimi, from which the extensive desert, mentioned in the 
beginning of this work, derives its name. There, flir. Far- 
ing found him — and under such circumstances, as ezcHed 
his astonishment and required all his energy to extricate Un. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

They see with ^eat exactness, but at no ^eat distance. And to 
flihow the sharpness of their sight towards objects that are near, I have 
been mach pleased with observing a cook pulling a lark, which was 
not 80 laige as a common fly ; and a young girl tibreading an invisible 
needle with an invisible thread. Crulliver^a Travels. 

The place where our reverend traveller had stopped, 
although its population amounts but to five thousand souls, 
ranks high among the minerales (mining districts) of the state 
of Durango, and supplies a considerable portion of the pre- 
cious metals which enrich that province. About ten silver 
mines, in which the abundance of the ore makes up for its 
poverty, givel: occupation to two thousand miners, who spend 
five days of the week, in the bowels of the earth ; descend- 
ing into the subterranean caverns, on every Tuesday, and re- 
turning to the broad daylight, only, on Saturday evening. 
The silver extracted from these deep recesses is distinguished 
by what is, in the language of the country, styled " Zey de 
(WO," that is to say, a portion of gold which cannot be sepa- 
rated from the less precious metal, with which it is combined, 
save by a long and intricate chemical process, that was, in 
ancient times, solely practised at the mint,(*) in the city of 
Mexico ; but which a Frenchman, of the name of Bras de 
Fer, has lately introduced into the casa de moneda, at Duran- 
go. By this improvement, the profit of the owners of mines, 
in the northern provinces, has been much increased ; for they 
were, previously, obliged to sacrifice that portion of gold, for 
a trifling consideration. These circumstances, how uncon- 
nected soever they may appeiir with our history, had the ef- 
fect of suspending, for some days, father Letinez's progress 
eastward. 

In order to enable our readers to understand tbe connec- 
tion of events, which seemingly bear no manner of relation 
to each other, it is proper to premise here, that, in conse- 

10* 
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quence of such a state of things, and finr tbe pnipoaB of le- 
yying an indirect tax, hy means of the aeignor^gCf in Gdiiiiig 
the precious metals, the Mexican government has strictly pn- 
hibited the egress of bullion. This nation is still far nan 
appreciating the economical theories of Smith aD4 Say, and 
they think that the greater the quantity of silver and gold 
they keep stagnating at home, the richer the country u likeij 
to prove. For this purpose, they have, also, established joj 
high duties on the exportation of specie, ^ot not satiM 
witli this, and, as if it were not sufficient to pramp trade ui 
industry ; they have continued a transit duty, whic£, under tk 
Moorish name of " AlcavaJuy" existed in Spanish times, aod 
prevented the circulation of bullion and coin, from one pro- 
vince to another — ^unless with a permit from the offioen d 
government — under pain of confiscation. It is not only die 
precious metals which are subject to this enactnnent, but siery 
kind of merchandize ; even goods manufactured in tbe ooun- 
try being placed under the same restriction, and debarred 
from passing freely from parish to parish. — ^It would be diffi. 
cult to imagine any thing more opposed to the developmeDt 
of industry and the progress of commerce, than the preseDt 
Mexican plan of finances. The ideas by which the ImSog 
statesmen of this nation seem to be governed are sbsohld^ 
those of the eleventh century — when cramping and mlric- 
tion were the only policy known, and the limits of a parish 
were accounted sufRciently extensive for all the purposes of 
internal trade. 

It was the law we have been inveighing against, which, 
now, caused our reverend traveller's embarrassment; for, as 
the reader may remember, the Abbate had taken with hnn a 
large sum of money, and by a singular oversight, bad neg- 
lected to get a pass from the AlcavalerOj ici est, tbe cus. 
tom-house officer charged with the collection of the duties. 
Nay, he had, contrary to law, taken some bars of stiver, and 
ingots of gold ; and the purpose of his journey being di- 
vulged by his servants, the collector of the revenue, in Maiiinu. 
became aware that our good ecclesiastic was carrying flpecie 
and bullion out of the country without permit. His oflicc 
gave him the right of searching the stranger's baggSK and, 
in case of discovery, awarded him a large share of tts con- 
fiscated property. 
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As the traveller wiis a priest, the revenue officer felt some 
mugnaoce to interfere ; but the prospect of a valuable wind* 
Ml easily overcame those scruples. He would not, how- 
9ver, proceed to the intended search, while Padre Letinez 
iras in town, for fear of giving scandal ; as well as out of 
respect for the curate of the place, at whose house the stran- 
ger was lodged. He said nothing, then, of the resolution he 
had taken ; but, having secretly summoned six guards, over 
irhom he had authority, he lay in wait for Senor de Letinez, 
It the little village of Vinagrillos, three leagues distant from 
Mapimi; and when the latter's caravan came on, in the 
nnorning, his servants, as well as himself, were disagreeably 
surprised, at seeing their further progress impeded by the 
Alcavalero, who presented his begrimed face at the door of 
the carriage, and with a profusion of bows and congees, call- 
ed upon the padre for permission to search his baggage. 

The servants, indignant that a man of their master's quality 
should be treated in such a fashion, were ready to resist the 
unpleasant request ; but the Abbate would not permit them 
to make use of their arms. He relied upon the respect in- 
spired by his cloth, and supposed that the examination would 
be only for form's sake ; or, even, he thought, that, at the 
last extremity, he could bully the collector into terms, and 
make him consent to accept a gratification. He was, how- 
ever, mistaken in his expectations, and the Alcavalero insist- 
ed upon the rigorous discharge of his duty. " I hope your 
paternity will forgive me," said he ; " but the laws of the 
republic prohibit the exportation of silver in bars, and it is 
my duty to see that none be carried eastward : therefore, I 
humbly beg you to rise from your seat, in order that I may 
examine this carriage." 

" How, now V interrupted Senor de Letinez, " is it thus 
the officers of a Christian government treat a Catholic cler- 
gyman 1 — Do you think we have overthrown the impious 
faction of the Yorkinos, to be now dealt with in this manner ? 
How dare you stop a priest of the Lord, on his journey ? 
Do we live in a Christian country, or amongst Moors ?" 

" Really, sir," replied the officer, " notwithstanding the 
reverence we are bound to pay to men of your order, and 
which we render most willingly, I feel myself under a con- 
scientious obligation to follow the dictates of the law, in 
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every thing which concerns temporal matten. I pny you, 
therefore, do not think hard of me, if I again request you to 
rise from your seat, and allow me to do my duty/' 

« Well, be it so," replied Abbate Letinez ; " since jw 
are so rude. Only, I hope you will permit me to take oi 
my travelling chalice and other sacred vessels— these beiog 
utensils which you cannot even touch without sacrilegi^ m 
you are a mere layman." 

<< Santo cielo !" exclaimed the revenue ofiicery " the 



important portion of what I am in search of will escape ne, 
~ " Ifle» 



afler all. But I must be plain with you, sir, I 
not touch your chalice, I may, at least, look at it. You mm, 
therefore, uncover it for my inspection, and it will be afe 
from my unhallowed grasp, as well as the cniete, if you ban 
brought any with you !" 

" Hear ! now, how the creature is scoffing at reUgsm,'' 
resumed Abbate Letinez. — " O seculum nequam !— Tint 
a Catholic clergyman should be stopped on his wayi by Ci- 
tholic Christians, under pretence of obeying reivenue Iswb, 
and have his baggage searched, like a common smuggler .^ 
O shame ! O abomination ! — Gracious heavens, in wSsttiiiiBi 
do we live !" 

<^ It is too bad, — ^it is too bad, indeed," exclaimed the ler- 
vants, " and we cannot permit the brother of Count Letioes 
to be treated so unworthily. The Alcavalero shall not pre- 
vail. Shall we smite him, padre ?" 

« For Grod's sake, commit no violence, my childiw," re- 
plied the pacific clergyman. " Better for me to submit, tben 
to see blood spilt in a quarrel like this. — ^I conunand ym to 
make no resistance. I am going to alight. But, Joss Fa- 
des, open this box, and let me take out my chaUoe ud bre- 
viary, together with the diurnal — and the box of hoij oUe — 
and my ritual, alsO) — and my portative altar stoas. The 
unhappy man shall not dare to put forth his sacrilegiauB hud 
to touch these consecrated objects ! If he should, I will re- 
sist unto the death-— even as the high priest resisted nnlo the 
impious monarch of Israel, when he put forth his had! to 
seize on the censer." 

So saying, he helped his servant to select the artielBS he 
had mentioned — ^which, being wrapped in many folds of pa- 
per and linen cloth, defied scrutiny. To tell the truA^ 
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he fumbled about, in haste, and, with well feigned confusioo^ 
threw every thing topsy turvy ; he contrived to conceal seve^ 
ral ingots of gold, in the folds of the paper which served to 
wrap up the chalice, ritual, breviary and diurnal ; and Juan 
Fades, catching inspiration from his master's alertness, se- 
cieted two silver bars, under pretence that it was the altar 
stone— only the altar stone, wrapped up in consecrated linen ! 

But the Alcavalero was resolved not to be balked, and in- 
sisted upon looking at that pretended altar stone, as well as 
on examining the smaller bundles, which they had snatched 
9.way with so much precipitation ; and, as they dared not of- 
^r him positive resistance, he had the satisfaction of seizing 
upon more ingots of gold, than it had fallen to his lot to 
clutch, at any time before. A few silver bars became also 
his prey, and the milled dollars, which the Abbate was car- 
rying away, fared no better, because he had no permit from 
the custom-house officer at Pascuaro. 

By the zeal of the minister of the law, our good clergy- 
man was left nearly destitute, and, in the utter impossibility 
of prosecuting his expedition, saw himself obliged to retrace 
his steps, and throw himself again upon the hospitality of 
the parish priest of Mapimi. 

There he was, now, without funds — equally unable to ad- 
vance, or to recede — and with too numerous a retinue to 
render it tolerable for the cura to keep in his house any 
length of time. The only resource left him was to write to 
his brother, and send some of his men in order to get where- 
with to continue his journey ; but the shame of having been 
the dupe of his overweening confidence rendered this appli- 
cation for money highly repugnant to his feelings. More- 
over, the Count might find himself staightened to comply 
with his wishes, for it was not without difficulty the ialegos 
with which the Abbate had set out had been made up. The 
loss of so considerable a sum as that which the Alcavalero 
had seized upon was, also, no triffing cause of grief to our 
traveller, for the amount was too large, to be overlooked by 
any one in his senses. 

All these reflections were bitter and galling, but re- 
gret could bring no remedy ; and he, at last, saw himself 
forced to write to his brother a statement of the case, 
and despatch four of his most trustworthy servants, to con- 
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vey to him this sad piece of intelligence, and ask for moR 
funds. 

The servants had just reached the frontiers of the state d 
Zacatecas, when they were met by Mr. Paring. The latter 
would have passed them unknowingly, but his peonet recog- 
nized those of father Letinez, and both parties having cook 
to a stand, an explanation ensued. Our Marylander «u i 
man of resolution, and afler a few minutes' reflectioo took 
his determination. He directed the Abbate's messengen to 
retrace their steps, and return to Mapimi, promising &t he 
would settle the difficulty, and there would be no need tD 
trouble the Count with so disagreeable a piece of news v 
the confiscation of the money and bullion. The serranti 
were at a loss to imagine by what means he would recoter 
what was in the Alcavalero's power, but they obeyed, tnd ill 
pursued their march to rejoin the Abbate. 

Senor de Letinez's joy at the sight of our American was 
not a little damped by a sense of the embarrassed sitaation 
into which his neglect had thrown him ; but when the latter 
proposed the scheme he had framed for the recovery of wha! 
had been confiscated, he became alarnoed, and, for a long 
time, refused to give his assent. The plan, really, was ex- 
ceedingly rash, and, in any other country but Mexioa^ would 
have exposed the perpetrator to severe penalties; but as 
Anahuac is a republic where any illegal act, not amoantiDg 
to an enormity, can be executed with little or no danger 
from the courts of law, Mr. Faring knew he did not tentare 
much, and insisted upon the old clergyman giving his oonaent. 

He intended entering the Alcavalero's house, with his 
men fully armed, and retaking possession of the bnllioo and 
money. — Should the scheme fail, he thought he coidd laugh 
it off as a joke ! but he had very little doubt of iti soooeaa, 
for revenue officers are generally detested, and there was no 
probability of any of the neighbors coming to the help of the 
man upon whom he intended to make an inroad. 

How strange soever the assertion may appear to the in- 
habitants of more civilized countries, the plan sueeeeded. 
Thus, about ten thousand dollars, confiscated accordiDg to 
law, were, in the face of a town of five thousand soak, and 
in broad daylight, abstracted from the house of d» officer 
who had them in custody, without any reaistanes being 
offered — the neighbours only laughing at the a d fe n t aW i 
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and applauding the dexterity with which it was execu- 
ted. 

Mr. Faring, well knowing that it would be no part of dis- 
cretion to prolong his stay after such a feat, had been care- 
ful to have every thing in readiness, before repairing to the 
Alcavalero's. The sumpter mules were all loaded, and 
waiting a little way out of town — ^the horses were harnessed 
to the coach— -the good Abbate snugly seated inside, reciting 
his breviary, and all prepared to set off, at a moment^ 
warning ; when our gallant merchant, at the head of a posse 
of his servants, well armed and guided by Juan Fades, of 
whom we have already made honorable mention, went to in- 
vest the dwelling of the revenue officer. Leaving a ^ard 
of four men at the door, he, with the remainder, proceeded to 
search the interior of the house, and had no need of long 
perquisitions, for the Alcavalero, frightened by the invaders' 
first threats, immediately returned the confiscated property. 
Mr. Faring, not content with recovering it, and in order to 
prevent a recurrence of the same accident, forced the officer 
to give him a guia^ or permit, in the most ample form. This 
exploit happily achieved, our American marched off in tri- 
umph to the place where the old ecclesiastic was waiting. 
His men mounted their mules, the coach-driver gave the sig- 
nal of departure, and all trotted off in great glee. 

Soon after they had left Mapimi, however, the Alcavalero, 
having no longer an immediate danger before his eyes, 
picked up courage ; and, enraged at the taunts and jests 
which his neighbors were showering upon him, made a for- 
mal petition to the Alcalde of the town for a party of the 
civic guard, in order to go to the rescue of the money and 
bullion. Such a request the Alcalde could not refuse. In 
consequence he summoned thirty of the citizens, commanded 
them to get horses and arms, and when they were fully 
equipped, put them under the orders of the revenue officer. 

The parish priest, however, having got wind of it, des- 
patched a swift messenger, who overtook father Letinez, and 
gave him information of the impending danger, advising him, 
at the same time, of a cluster of mines, situated at about two 
leagues from his road, in a very precipitous cafloda, or glen, 
and the sabresaUente of which,* being a psurticular friend of 

* The sobresaliente is a kind of police office, stationed at the miiief, 
to watch over the miners* conduct. 
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the cura, would afford him a place of concealment for his 
effects and money. 

It may be easily imagined that this advice was received 
with gratitude, and the means thus ofiered to escape the ra- 
pacity of the revenue officer, joyfully embraced. Leaviog, 
therefore, the high road, they turned into the glen, and began 
to ascend the rocky acclivity, by which they were to peoe- 
trate into one of the most remarkable mining districts of the 
State of Durango. 

The group of mountains where those mines are aitated 
is called " la Buffa de Mapimi," — ^by which generic term 
Mexicans designate any insulated cluster of small exteuioii. 
rising abruptly in the middle of a plain, without conneetioo 
with any of the longer and more important chains, to which 
they apply the name of Sierra, The BufEk of which ire are 
now speaking, — about ten leagues in length, and fife in 
breadth — ^is, on all sides, surrounded by an eztensiTe plain 
and rises abruptly, on the lefl side of the Rio Nasas, which 
meandering round, and washing its base, environs two thirds 
of its circumference. It may be considered as an imr^"«^ 
block of secondary lime stone, cut by variousldeep ravines, 
and intersected to its inmost recesses, by fissures, or ctfems 
in which nature has lodged an inexhaustible quantity of ores 
of various metals.'*' Few spots offer such an amazinrTaxieqr 
to the geologist. Copper, in the state of green oodn; lead, 
in immense quantities; silver and gold, gypsum, ilabaster 
and sulphur are among the products of these mouDtaiBi, to- 
wards the internal fastnesses of which, our travellen were 
now hastening. 



* The Bolson of Mapimi has not yel been investigmtad bf Uf mm.— 
tific geologist, but the author of this work can, oat of what ki kM cot 
lected, from very intelligent rancheros, assure his reademp th^ jtahwiMW 
in mines. It is not as destitute of water, neither, as had baaa lenenllr 
supposed ; since, in these latter times, large bodies of Comaschei nv 
known to have crossed it, from north-east to soath-waat. Tlw wittn 
of the lakes of Parras and Mapimi sink into the earth at thair aonferra 
extremities, and re-appear, as is generally suppeaed, at the Jfai iv^t 
forming the laguna and river of that name, which emptiea ilMuf aift the 
Bravo, under the twenty ninth degree of north latitude. It m k^Uy 
probable that these waters do not flow that prodigioua diataaflib ahugr- 
ther underground, but re-appear on the surface, in aevaial ' 
almost always the case with subterranean streama ! 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

In those deep caverns Nature works unseen, 
But not less wondrous — ^in her mineral realm, 
Than on the surfinse of the earth. 

JhUsU, Le8 trots regnea. 

It was impossible for them to drive their coach to the ap- 
poiDted place of refuge. They were, therefore, obliged to 
leave it in a thick palmar^* situated in a nook, at the entrance 
of the glen, where the winter torrents had accumulated a 
little vegetative earth. There they concealed also the bulk- 
iest portion of their baggage, leaving the whole under the 
care of three of their most courageous servants, with strict 
orders to keep themselves and their charge out of the officers' 
way. In the meantime, our travellers, with the remainder 
of their retinue, proceeded up the glen, on mules, a kind of 
conveyance exceedingly painful to the Abbate, and rendered 
more so, in this instance, by the precipitous nature of the 
road. It mostly lay in the narrow bed of a torrent, now 
dried up, but full of large fragments of rock that had fallen 
from the neighboring eminences, and over which the mules 
had to scramble, with a pace so irregular— now, sliding — 
now, jolting their riders — that our travellers had hardly pro- 
ceeded half a league, when the padre declared all his bones 
were unhinged ! '^ I cannot stand it, my child," said he to 
Mr. Faring, for it was by this endearing title he used to ad- 
dress him, *< I cannot stand it any longer. I will even alight 
and take it on foot. Oh, blessed St. Peter of Alcantara, what, 
a road ! — Oh, holy fathers, wo is me ! — ^I shall never get 
over this ! — It once fell to my lot, while I was teaching me- 
taphysics, in the University of Guadalaxara, to go to exhort 

* The plant very improperly called paZnta, in Mexico, is the Yucca 
gloriosa, which, in many places, forms large forests and attains the 
height of sixty, or seventy feet. — ^Its blossom, properly prepared, makes 
a fine salad. 

Vol. II. 11 
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a poor French Huguenot, who had been thrice pat on the 
rack, in the dungeons of the inquisitioD, and the sight of the 
miserable patient struck me with such horror, as actually 
made me shed tears — yes, I wept over him — ^though he vas 
a Frenchman, and it was at the time of Bonaparte's war in 
Spain — but what he had suffered was nothing to tkU, And, 
methinks, if the inquisition had been informed of the exis* 
tence of this glen, they might have saved themselves the ex- 
pense of the rack and other engines of torture, and sent all 
the Protestants they apprehended, to pace up and down llui 
Canada. Three turns upon it would have brough them to their 
recantation, I trow ! — ^I bet it would have crushed the obd- 
nacy of old Calvin himself, and made him as pliant as the alk 
of my solideo,^'* 

With this, the good padre ah'ghted and besan to walk, but 
soon gave out ; so that the servants were obliged to carry 
him, on a kind of hand-barrow, which they made, oo the 
spur of the occasion, out of a strong piece of linen, and two 
stiff batons. Sometimes, their path rose on the crest of lofty 
eminences — when it was bordered, on either hand, with deep 
precipices. Sometimes, it descended into the deepest gplliei, 
when towering cliffs nearly concealed the light or Aiy,— but 
which way soever they rode, they frequently crossed feiw 
of precious ore, marked out, on the superficies of diegroand, 
by a red oxide of silver, as bright as a trail of cinabar, which 
streaked the clefts of the rocks. 

This spectacle was highly entertaining to fiither Letinei, 
who piqued himself upon being something of a natoraliit, and 
who, much relieved, by his new way of travellings femid, as 
he went along, leisure to indulge in scientific disqoifltioos. 
Their guide, who had received from the parish prieai of Ma. 
pimi strict injunctions to give them all the asaiataiioe in his 
power, was ready enough to amuse the padre, by eonmiini* 
eating all the information he possessedf, in relation to the 
mines the mouth of which they saw, at a distance, on the 
sides of the acclivities. *< That opening, which your pster- 
nity beholds, yonder," said he, " near tM top of that pefpen- 
dicular cliff, shining with hues as bright as if it had been 
painted with vermillion, is called el wiiOf (the eat) 

• A skullcap of black lilk, used by the Mexican elei|7. to 
tonaure, when they travel. 
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it was origioally supposed that do other animal could ever 
reach it. A gachupin, however, discovered the means to get 
at it. He caused himself to be let down, by means of strong 
ropes, from the top of the cliff, and having, as he thought, 
found the ore rich enough to justify the expense, he cut a 
road, in the form of a cornice, through the live rock ; but, 
afler all that cost, he found the mine very poor, in the inte- 
rior of the cave. The best specimens of metal were at the 
mouth, and it turned out a perfect cliascOy (disappointment.) 
The man, having lost all he had, became, out of despair, a 
lay brother in the convent of the barefooted Carmelites ! — 
That other gaping cavern, which you perceive, a little above 
el Goto, is, from its great height, called " la Lwz," (the light.) 
Nature had provided a scrambling path to reach it, but it 
ruined its first owner, for all that. The way was so narrow 
and steep, that a goat would have hardly been able to tread 
it, and he, without thinking, drove a large atajo of mules, up 
to the mouth of the mine, to load them with ore ; but the poor 
animals never came down again, by the way they went up. 
A large fragment of rock fell across their path — the beasts 
got scared — they could not turn round, and most of them 
tumbled down the steep and perished." 

" Friend,'* interrupted the Abbate, " it is but a poor ac- 
count you have to give, I see, of the mines of this celebrated 
Buffa." 

"Oh! but wait a little, Senor," resumed the guide, "and 
we will presently come to something better. — Here, now, 
you see this deep pit, yawning at your feet. — It is the mine 
of San Juan. It has, in its time, proved a little Potosi ! It 
belonged to a certain padre Don Roque Arce, who was the 
most determined miner, in these parts. For seven weary 
years, he sweated and toiled — running up and down the 
whole country-— climbing up rocks and hills, like a she-goat 
that has lost her kids, and squeazing himself jnto every hole, 
like an armadillo, in search of food — reducing to cinders 
every loose stone which bore any indication of metal — and 
saying masses at half a dollar a piece, to support himself — un- 
til, at last, he lighted upon this creston. Nay, I am wrong 
in saying that he lighted upon it, for it was a goat-herd, 
whom he assisted for death, who told him of it — and by the 
same token that he buried the boy gratis, and made his 
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mother a present of a gold doubloon and a green plush petti* 
coat, which she still wears on grand festiyals— «he bad i: 
on, last Easter — and may I never see St. James of Compos* 
tella's face, if it did not look as good as new! But it is 
neither here, nor there. Padre Don Roque had a lucky hit 
of it. He had hardly dug sixty varas, when he reached a 
criadero, that is, a large insulated chamber, in the lock, 
which was partly filled with polviliosy* the most precionkiod 
of ore we have in these parts. The padre realized mnety 
thousand dollars in seven months, besides what was stolen by 
his workmen, for he was a careless man." 

" And what became of this padre Don Roque V* inteinpt- 
ed Senor de Letinez. " I have not seen him among the cler- 
gy of Mapimi." 

" And good reason there is why you should not,'* replied 
the guide. <^ The man became mad, sir. His good fertuoe 
turned his brain. He ran into every kind of excess and riot- 
ing — gave balls — followed cockfighting and horse-radn^ 
gambling and drinking — until, at last, in one of hie road 
frolics, he undertook to say mass with pulque wUduf/; 
whereupon the Illustrissimo Senor Castaiiizay Bishop of Du- 
rango, caused him to be shut up in the prison of the oScialtj. 
Some folks thought that he should be burned aliTS, in pvn- 
ishment of so dreadful a profanation ; but the chapCerof the 
cathedral being consulted, all the prebendaries were of opin- 
ion that it would be an unsightly thing to behold a prieil tied 
to the stake, now, that faith had grown so cold and the inqui' 
sition was gone. They thought, therefore, it would be more 
advantageous to religion, to treat the padre as a crazy su, 
whereupon they sent him to the mad-house of San BjffoBto, 
in Mexico." 

** Upon my word, the owners of mines, in these par1i|ieem 
to be unlucky !" observed the Abbate. ^* I wonder any 
one dares to undertake a new work." 

" Oh, Senor Padre," replied the guide, " you have Dd seen 
the lucky ones, yet ; but presently we will come to Aeffl. 
They arc situated in a cluster, at the upper part of that dnrp 
crest, you see, yonder ; and arc probably only ramilicitioDS 
of one and the same vein, the main trunk of which his not 

* Ore in dust. 
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yet been reached by the miners. Each mine occupies from 
one hundred and fiity, to two hundred men, and produces four 
or five t^s* of silver, a week. There is, besides, the profit 
on the lead, which is immense, and the ley de oro^ which is 
no trifle." 

'' But do not the poor miners lead a miserable life, in those 
dark and pestilential caverns ?" inquired father Letiuez. 

" No, indeed !" replied the guide. " They are, on the 
contrary, happy and well paid. — You will presently see what 
buzz — what life and what gaiety ! The bottom of the Cana- 
da is the abode of perpetual joy, sir ; the Indians laugh, 
orack their jokes and dance ! — Why, the life of a miner is 
one of the merriest upon earth. He is under no compulsion, 
he may labor as little, or as much as he pleases. He is paid 
in proportion to the quantity of ore he brings up." 

With these and several other discourses of the same kind 
did the guide besuile time and amuse the padre, until they 
reached the mouu of the Ojuela, where they intended to con- 
ceal their effects and money. The director of the mining 
operations and the sobresaliente, being informed, in a whis- 
per, by the guide, of the quality of the new visiters, and the 
protection which the parish priest of Mapimi extended to 
them, did the honors of their subterranean domains with a 
courtesy which one would not have expected in such a place. 
They sent their men to help the new comers to unload their 
mules, and put their eflects under shelter, and prepared every 
thine for their accommodation. 

The entrance into the mine of the Ojuela is by an horizon- 
tal gallery, of three hundred yards in length, till one reaches 
the first perpendicular shafl. That adyt is wide enough for 
several persons to walk abreast — having originally been a 
clefl in the rock, which nature had filled with precious ore, 
but that has, long since, been cleansed out. As all the mines, 
thereabouts, are perfectly dry, the owners have saved them- 
selves the expenses of a tiro general^ by which, in wet works, 
they draw out the water, that would otherwise, inundate them. 
The miners of Mapimi are content to go on, according to the 

* Tejo de plata, designates the cake of refined silver, after the second 
smelting. In this state it is sent to the mint, where it b cast into bars 
and returned to the miner, unless he choose to exchange it for hard dol. 
lars. 

11* 
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old imperfect method, introduced immediately after the cm- 
quest, and the ore is brought, on men's shoulders, up steep 
ladders, which reach from the mouth, to the bottom of eveir 
shaft. Each of these is generally sixty or seventy feet in 
depth, and they recede from each other, in the fashioo oT 
steps ; so as to afford room for fixing and securing the tun- 
bers. By the term ladder our reader is not to undentand 
any accommodation similar to what bears this name ebe- 
where ; but, merely, an uncouth piece of wood, with DOlciM, 
cut into it, sufficient to support the foot. Up such ladders, 
planted nearly perpendicularly, th^ poor min^ is obliged to 
climb, with a heavy load on his bMack — whe* his nippoi: 
creaks, shakes and bends under his weight, at eyenr step be 
takes upwards. It is, particularly, when the' Isidders aie 
overloaded, if a large number of miners happen to be as- 
cending at the same time, that the danger becomes* noie im- 
minent ; and one single accident, such as a sudden sivDao,or 
the missing of one's footing, might be sufficient to cane the 
death of as many as three or four sccAres of men. 

On the other hand, the spectacle is interesting, and t aease 
of awfulness raises it to sublimity.;-. Shaft succeeding abaft, 
disposed so as to permit the lights which shine tfoogtlie da- 
scent to be perceived to an immense depth|-^iida alriiiffof 
miners ascending those ladders, each .With a candlslno io 
a kind of helmet which he w6ars oni his liead, aflMtsnat 
curious subject of contemplation. Thank .htoaven, too, t 
sense of religion is not unknown in ihpmb fimdtB: In the 
midst of the dangers which accompany theilr evsiT ilap^ the 
poor miners are mindful of their Creator. ■ ^ MT flf the 
depths" they call unto him ; and do call in a mauuMr worthy 
of him — in a sublime manner! Every now aad-AaSitll 
join in singing the following simple, but noUe riiyiaaa. 

** Santo Dios, santo fuerte, aanto imortai 
Libra noe, Senor, de todo mal." 

It is the '* 'Ayios b etds, iyiot ivxtp^s" &c. of the 6red[diaitfa. 
Nothing more than these few words ! — No monkiah little- 
ness — no superstitious conceit ! — When those sonmb pro- 
ceed from one of those rocky caverns, being echoed hj the 
surrounding hills, they are responded to by the inmates of 
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the neighboring mines, and the barren mountains become 
vocal with praise. — ^The wilderness seems to rejoice, and 
^* the solitary place exults in gladness V* 

It was with a singular emotion the padre witnessed this 
spectacle, and he was melted while every tenaiero, afler un- 
loading the cargo he had brought up,* came to him with a 
cheerful smile, to bid him welcome to the ojuela, and kiss 
his hand. The' priest's visit was accounted an important 
event in the anaals of the mining establishment, and one 
which could not fail to bring down great blessings. 

To derive from it all possible advantage, the miners were 
anxious to tarry him down into the interior of the mine, in 
order to make him bless a new gallery that they had opened, 
a few months previous, and which promised immense pro- 
fits. This was what Mexicans term a bonanza, but as these 
bonanzas are frequently of short duratiorf, and commonly 
end' by disappointment, our miners wished to render this fa- 
vor of fortune permanent, and they supposed that the bless- 
ing of such a man aa* father Letinez, would produce that ef- 
fect. It was not, however, easy to cfiinvey him to the spot. 
As soon «s the proposial was humbly made to him, he shud- 
dered with horror at the idea of venturing down those lad- 
ders, which wo have already described, and declared that 
nothing upon earth woold induce him to do it. — No, — not 
even if he were sure-^to get the Popedom !-^But he knew 
not what a bait hi$ predence -held out to the miners, nor 
what an immense value ias reputation for sanctity gave to 
his blessing. The sobre saliente, head miners and others, 
had set their mind upon it, and were not to be frustrated. 
■The occasion was too precious to let it slip through their 
'fingers. The padre was a man of great fame and charac- 
ter — a holy man — a professor of metaphysics, emeritus ! — 
A similar chance would never probably occur again. They 
teazed the priest, therefore, till he was, through sheer vexa- 
tion, nearly out of his wits, yet their supplications proved in- 
effectual, till they bethought themselves of constructing a 

* The tenateros are . camera who bring up the ore from the lower 
works, in a leather hod, as already noticed. The ore is weighed at the 
mouth of the mine, and each tenatero, immediately credited with the 
worth of his labor, in a book kept for that purpose. This is termed 
Bayar. 
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kind of arm-chair, which, by means of pulliea and ropei, 
could be let down from shafl to shaft, both with convenience 
and safety. In this rolling throne, father Letinez was sougly 
seated — well propped with cushions, pillows and bolsters— 
and made his descent, rather more quickly than he wished, 
to the new gallery. There, he was, nevertlieleas, well re- 
paid for his trouble, by the magnificent spectacle which of- 
fered itself to his view, and he confessed that nothing he had 
ever beheld, or imagined, could compare with it. 

A gallery adorned with the richest stalactites gave adut- 
tance into a hall of large dimensions, where nature seemed 
to have displayed all the magnificence with which she cu 
deck inorganic matter. The roof was lined with concre- 
tions of the brightest hues. Fluoride of calcium assumed, 
there, all the variegated tints of which it is susceptible. In 
some places, it glittered with diamond lustre, and almosi 
transparent purity, forming splendid crystals, of octohednl 
shape, regularly grouped en mameUma^ which bore the ap- 
pearance of fretted work. In others, the spars were color- 
ed with violet tints, in perfect imitation of the amethyst— 
Here, the color was dashed with various lighter shades >~ 
It was waved— curled — veined and diversified in every poi- 
sible manner ! — There, the fluor was of the most onifem 
golden yellow, and mocked the topaz ! But diveia other 
minerals, besides these magnificent spars, concurred lo give 
to this grotto an air of enchantment. One reoeas was io- 
crusted with malachite, which, when the light of the nany 
torches by which the grotto was illuminated fell upon it, 
might have been mistaken by a vulgar eye, for an ipcnala- 
tion of emeralds. The pavement of the grotto itself oftr- 
ed, in several places, specimens of chloruret of sDverof the 
most gorgeous appearance ; cmd when all the nuneia had as- 
sembled, and all the alcoves and recesses were lighled up, 
the blaze of effulgence was such as nearly overpowsred Ab- 
bate Letinez. 

The survey of this splendid adta, was terminated by the 
religious ceremony which had been the occasion of tlw de- 
scent. They broucht him a crucifix that he placed intau- 
perb niche, afler which he pronounced a solemn bleaam on 
the miners' new works and hastened to return to the fight of 
day. 
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Our worthy ecclesiagtic was hauled up safe and sound to 
the mouth of the mine, and there feasted in a splendid man- 
ner. He did not, however, stay above two days ; for, having 
received information that the Alvacalero, with his armed 
force, had returned to Mapimi, he resumed his march and 
•oon crossed the river Nasas. 

As our travellers were entering a little town called " El 
Alamo de Parras,'' they witnessed a curious scene between 
the tithe proctor and the inhabitants. While the Yorkinos 
wielded the political power of the Mexican republic, they 
abolished the civil obligation of paying tithes, ana suppressed 
the temporal jurisdiction of the chapters of cathedral churches, 
but still led the moral, or conscientious duty, existing ; so 
that any of the faithful who had a regard for his soul was yet 
bound to pay over the tenth part of the produce of his land 
to the Bishop and chapter. But, as the latter had no longer 
any earthly tribunal to recur to, in order to see themselves 
righted, the moral obligation, which had been lefl untouched, 
was but little regarded; and the poor canons were nearly in 
a state of starvation. Their fat livings, of ten and twelve 
thousand dollars, a year, had been reduced to as many bun- 
dreds ; and the incumbents, driven to desperation, had had 
recourse to excommunications and anathemas. The refusal 
to pay had been denounced as a heresv/ condemned by the 
ecumenical council of Constance, anJ a kind of crusade 
actually preached against the wicked opinions of Wik- 
liff, John Huss, and Jerome of Prague ; heresiarchs, who 
had, in their time, endeavored to despoil the church of her 
wealth. 

Strengthened, as he thought, by all the spiritual terrors 
that had gone forth, the proctor called upon the villagers of 
the Alamo and insisted upon their discharging, not only what 
was due for that year, but even all the arrears, they had neg- 
lected 10 pay. Nevertheless, the people, in general, proved 
refractory ; and, in the end, the nonconformists raised a mob, 
in consequence of the proctor's extravagant demand upon an 
old woman, who had already paid the tithe of her fowls and 
garden stuff. The collector of the holy revenue required her 
to pay the tenth of her melon and pumpkin seed, which is, in 
Mexico, an object of some importance, it being used in the 
preparation of a delicious beverage called orchata. 
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" How, now, picaro /" exclaimed the old woman, whon^ 
heard the exorbitant request ; ** I have already paid the tithe 
of the melons, themselves, and must I still pay the tenth «( 
the seed of those I have eaten ? — who has taught you sack a 
way of reckoning ?" 

*< The chapter, good woman — ^The chapter !" replied tk 
proctor. '* The canons of the Holy Cathedral chuich of 
Du range have prescribed it, and you shall pay, or he i here- 
tic. — A Jewess — ^you understand ! — ^And your portion will be 
with Wikliff, John Huss and Hyeronimo de Praga, three 
Turks, from England, who were burned alive, at the coun- 
cil of Constance, by order of the Holy InquisitioDy and of 
the old king of Spain — as his most illustrious Lordship 
says." 

" I, a heretic ! — I, a Jewess ! — And all for three or four 
handsful of pumpkin seed !" exclaimed the old woman, great- 
ly incensed. " Vaya! — If it is so, I will, at least, retake 
my own." So saying, she threw herself upon the chickeos, 
which the proctor still held in his hand and a scuffle enued, 
during which the fowls escaped his grasp, and 6ew off ai fast 
as their wings could carry them. The old woman and the 
proctor ran afler them, through the public square of the vil- 
Isige, each loudly calling for help and showering vituperaiire 
epithets upon his antagonist, so that a large crowd was aooo 
gathered round them, and, as was naturaJ, sided with their 
townswoman. 

The proctor had the indiscretion of facing thepopnlac 
He invoked the canons and fathers of the council orConatancv, 
and waved, before the mob, a pastoral letter of the Bishop of 
Durango, as if to shake some excommunication oat of it, 
against the insurgents, but all in vain. They began pelting 
him with stones, and he ran an imminent danger; when fa- 
ther Lctinez's coach drove into the square. This attracted 
the people's attention and suspended the fray, and the good 
padre, bein^ informed of the cause of the uproar, harangued 
the multitude and succeeded in pacifying them. He, bow- 
ever, seriously advised the tithe proctor to desist, and leave the 
place, which the latter did, but not without giving the padre 
to understand that he suspected him to be a favorer of the 
pestilent heresy of John Huss and Hyeronimo de Prsia. 

We have related these petty incidents which befell oar 






AlfHiosio hb lbtoibz; ISl 

3l?ers, thinking that they might prove of some interest, as 
Dg a tendency to illustrate the manners and customs of 
country ; but, for fear of rendering our narrative tedious, 
vili pass the remainder of their itinerary over in silence, 
return to Matamoros, where we left our hero anxiously 
ing for letters from his family. 



132 AMBBOSIO BB LBTDIU. 






CHAPTER XV. 



We have an interpreter with us, my lord ;— • ftDow who liM|aiihe 
gift of tongues ! 

TUmlfmmi 



Captain Letinez would have spent his time pleuutlr 
enough in Matamoros, had he been allowed to give himielf 
up to the cares of love ; but the wretched condition and pie- 
carious situation of Urrea's troops, who, nevortheleM, eon- 
tinued to be styled the army of operation agauui Ttxai, kqA 
the general in a continual state of perplexity and emfaarns- 
ment. From that disagreeable position, he sought to eitri- 
cate himself, by endeavoring to open a correspondence with, 
and excite movements among various tribes of Indiani, in the 
west of the United States ; and he employed our hero in car- 
rying on these diplomatic communications, or methodiiiog 
the various schemes which he was daily hatching lo (hat 
effect. 

By a strange coincidence, there was, at that time, t pn. 
eral discontent prevalent among the aborigines, on the west- 
ern frontiers of the Union ; and, from Canada to Teniithey 
were preparing an insurrection, which would certaiolf hive 
taken place, had the Florida Indians been able' to mket de- 
cided impression on the blacks of the DeiehboringiMBiiaDd 
given, thereby, more importance to their contest with the 
whites. The rapidity with which Santa Anna kid, in the 
beginning of the campaign, chased tlie Texians from the 
southern parts of the country had served to buoy up the hopee 
of the Indians. They expected a powerful diversion ia their 
favor, as soon as he should reach the frontiers of IjOTiri»^j 
and in that expectation, several of their tribes sent him em- 
bassadors, who did not, however, arrive at the Mexieea head 
quarters, till the retreat of Filisola had blasted the hopee they 
might, otherwise, have conceived, from that quarter. Yet 
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the Indiaoly who are not endowed with much shrewdness to 
dlitingui&h the " nick of time ;'' did, after their arrival, pro- 
pose to enter into arrangements with Urrea, as readily, as if 
be had been scouring the plains of Texas, in triumph. 

There were three Cherokee chiefs that treated publicly, 
and who, in order, as they conceived, to render their treaty 
more binding on the Mexicans, caused themselves to be so- 
lemnly baptized. 

Besides these Cherokees, there were other emissaries sent 
by some of the northern tribes, who remained in Matamoros 
incogttiU); but held frequent communications with Urrea, 
during which our hero acted as interpreter. All diploma. 
tic intercourse, between the high contracting parties, being 
carried on in such French and English as it had pleased God 
to endue the Indians with, it formed a jargon so difficult to 
understand, that Captain Letinez was frequently at a loss to 
take their meaning. This was the source of several mistakes, 
that fretted the general in chief; to obviate which, it was re- 
solved to call in the aid of one of the chaplains of the army, 
a clergyman who had occupied eminent posts in the United 
States, and possessed consiaerable literary knowledge. 

This worthy was an ex- Jesuit, bred in one of the establish- 
ments the society possesses in Maryland, but from which he 
bad been dismissed, on account of an unconquerable propen- 
sity for certain alcoholic liquids, whereby he had frequently 
derogated from the upright standing of a child of St. Ignatius. 
Save this little misfortune, the chaplain was an exemplary cler- 
gyman, with so ardent a zeal for the faith, that it had prompt- 
ed him to come all the way from Louisiana, to offer his ser- 
vices to the Mexican army, at the time Santa Anna was 
sweeping every thing before him in Texas. Unfortunately 
he had reached the theatre of war too late, and, at his arrival 
at St. Patricio, the news of the defeat of San Jacinto came 
to dissipate certain splendid visions of schools, colleges. 
Catholic settlements, and fine sugar and cotton plantations, 
all intended " ad majorem Dei gloriam." 

He undertook, nevertheless, to serve the arniy in its retreat, 
inasmuch as the soldiers were nearly diestitute of spiritual 
succor, for Santa Anna's chaplain had been taken prisoner, 
at San Jacinto, and the Texians had detained him, in order 
to administer spiritual consolation to their captive. 

Vol. II. 12 
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Whatever assistance our worthy priest could gi^ to Cap- 
tain' Letinez, in translating and explaining the extravagant 
proposals of the Indian emissaries, was freely hestowed, and 
he was in so far successful that he made the Mexican chief 
understand the purport of some singular documents, with 
which these deputies had heen intrusted by certain eminem 
divines, residing in the United States, but accustomed to fiah 
in troubled waters, and to mix politics with theology. 

The first paper was presented by a warrior belonging to a 
tribe of Indians, living in the west of the union, aim was in 
the Latin language. It consisted of a certificate of Chfistiui- 
ity, in favor of the bearer, and, as our readers may chance 
to be curious to know how those things are donei we will 
transcribe it, here, literally. 

** Nob Fredericus Von RvaA Epps. &c &e. 
Cunctis hasce nostras litteras inspecturis, fidem fkeimiis iMonm hg«i 
Romualdum, vulgo dictum Poiaeau blane^ ex Indica gente im OCmmi 
oriundum, et a nobis baptizatum, esse pium sincemm q[iie Chrirt»- 
num, et auctozitatem foederis faciendi, cum quibtulibet qmonm inie* 
resse potest, a sua gente accepisse, necnon fidem eit ab flsuuboi 
Christi fidelibus, adhiberi posse. 

Datum apud Petit Gonfl&e, in 
AmericsB septentrionalis prar 
Idua martii. Anno Domini 

+ Frederietu Von Biui Epp, 

De mandato suae Illustritatis, 
VieentiuB Brigamdeau^ 

Now this paper appeared to Urrea an unintelligiUs riddle. 
<< It seems to have been given by some ecclesiastical poioo," 
said he. " There is an authoritative form, and it ii in good 
Latin. But what are these words in italics, ** VoUeoM Unc," 
and " des Otowas ?" — It is not Latin. I remember enoogli of 
my Lebrija, to be convinced that it must belong to some 
modern lingo. — ^Do you conjecture what it can noeui f" 

" I take it to be some nickname, by which this ftOoVi 
(this commissioner, or emissary, I mean,) is distinguubed, in 
his own country," said Captain Letinez. 

" Well, that may be," replied Urrear— « but what doet 
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it mean ?— and this Petit Gouffre ! — ^what is the purport of 
itr' 

" Why, Excellentissimo Sefior, exclaimed the priest, " it 
is French. — VOiaeau hUmc, means the white bird ! — It is the 
nan's name, according to the fashion of the northern Indi- 
ans, who, generally, select some animal, to be their spiritual 
patron, as we do the saints, that are in heaven ; and in con- 
sequence of such a connection, adopt their names. The 
Otowas are a powerful tribe of Indians, who anciently lived 
in Canada, and Petit Gouffre is probably the name of some 
town, where the document was signed and sealed. It is a 
quaint name ! but they are reduced to great stress, in the 
United States, to find names for the prodigious number of 
towns which every day brings forth, and they make any 
singular term answer the purpose. — They have exhausted 
all the proper names of antiquity, sacred and profane !" 

" The Otowas ! exclaimed Urrea," — I never heard of such 
a nation ! — The White Bird ! — Petit Gouffre ! — Upon my 
word, it looks, or rather, sounds worse than quaint. This 
fellow is quizzing us — as I take it. But wo to him, if it is 
the case. I will send him to a presidio, yet we must inves- 
tigate this somewhat more deeply. Can you guess who has 
signed this paper ?" 

The priest, thus appealed to, answered : " May it please 
your excellency, in order to make matters plain and intelli- 
gible, I must enter into some details, seemingly bearing no 
manner of connection with the subject now in hand. — I fear 
it will be with me, as Horace says, * Trojanum helium gemi- 
no orditur ab ovo,' — But I will abbreviate, and give you no 
reason to be tired with my prolixity — taking care, neverthe- 
less, to inform you of all the facts necessary for a clear un- 
derstanding of the purport of this paper, — as well as any 
other which might be presented by the same individual, or 
other Catholic Indians, from the United States. Otherwise 
I might fall into the opposite extreme, no less to be dreaded 
than prolixity, — according to what the same Horace says : 
* Brevis esse laboro, obscurus fio,' and futher " 

" Padre," interrupted Urrea, out of patience, "if you go 
on at this rate, you are not likely to get through, before the 
end of the week.— Let Horace alone, man, and speak to the 
purpose." 
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" Well, General, I come to the point," resumed the ex- 
Jesuit. — " You must know that when Piua VI., of bleiNd 
memory " 

<< O Lord !" exclaimed Urrea, ''he carries us back to the 
eighteenth century. — It is intolerable ! — ^I wish thou wen 
not a priest, I would teach thee to condense thy ideas .M 
would teach the * hrevis esse,' I assure thee." 

"Well, then, at once and in four words," returned the 
chaplain, " since your Excellency is so fond of a piedK 
style, all I have to say, is, that this certificate bears the sig- 
nature of a German Baron, who left bright prospects in the 
world, to enter the church, for at the time of his convernoD, 
he was a corporal in the Duke of Brunewick's Sekwart: 
yagers " 

" A corporal V interrupted Urrea, with a broad peal of 
laughter, " and you represent him as a man of cousequeDce f 
— Sir, your cloth gives you privileges, by securing inpnoi- 
ty ! — We will not, however, suffer ourselves to he trifled 
with. — Your jesting in this manner is in bad taste.— By my 
santiguada, if you were not a priest, you would pay dearly 
for this ! — Ha, ha, is it come to this, that a simple chapbin 
dares to trifle with Don Jos6 Urrea, general in chief of the 
Mexican army V 

<< I am not trifling with you, general," replied the a- 
Jesuit. '< Your excellency is certainly the last penon at 
whose expense a prudent man would venture to jeat^-^Had 
you given me time to proceed, you would have seen that the 
very circumstance which shocks you as improbable ia per- 
fectly credible. The Duke of Brunswick's celebn^ legnn 
of Black Chasseurs was exclusively composed of nohleinen 
of most ancient pedigree, and the least soldier in it waa, at 
least, a belted knight. Now, to have been a corpoial in such 
a regiment might bo accounted an honor any wheie.^-Bu^ 
to resume, sir ; this Von Rus^ found miiitaiy gloiy onable 
to satisfy the aspirations of his heart : he found that tbe 
world and its vanities are nothing but an empty soond— «f 
sonans vel cymhaJum iinniens ! — He found the tnith of what 
the blessed St. Austin says, in the book of his confearifmi, 
* irrequietum est cor nostrum donec^ — " 

<* And I find," interrupted again Urrea, quite eiraged 
and stamping with his foot, " that you are enoi^ to drive a 
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man out of his wits.^-Come to the pith and marrow of the 
thing, at once, without dragging us through Grermany and 
Flanders, at this rate.-— What heiye we to do with the Duke 
of Brunswick and his legion ? — Tell us what degree of influ- 
ence this Von Rus6 enjoys. — ^With whom does he corres- 
pond, in Europe. — ^Is he, really, a man of consequence ?" 

** You may judge, yourself," replied the chaplain, some- 
what terrified by the general's violence ; " how high in dig- 
nity he must hare been, when I tell you, that he had, sever- 
al times, the honor of officiating as train bearer to our holy 
father, the Pope." 

" Oh, oh !" exclaimed Urrea, in surprise ; " Caudaiario 
del Papa ! — That is a dignity, indeed !" 

" He probably wishes to open a correspondence with the 
Mexican government, for he is somewhat addicted to politi- 
cal intriguing," resumed the chaplain. 

" Well, then,^' returned Urrea, " we must not overlook so 
fine an opportunity. — Who knows what may turn up in our 
favor, in those parts ?" 

" I hardly think," said the captain, " that it would be pru- 
dent to treat with him, without knowing something more, in 
relation to his respectability ; particularly when the medium 
of communication is an unknown Indian, who can hardly be 
supposed to have an adequate idea of the importance of his 
mission. But let us hear the father chaplain further. Per- 
haps he may throw some more light on the subject." 

" Why, gentlemen, certainly I can," resumed the priest. 
*' This Von Ruse is supported by the Austrian government, 
in order to act in their behalf; but while he appears to bus- < 
band their money according to their intentions, he is really 
carrying on a nice underscheme of his own, with which his 
European constituents have nothing to do. He is filling an 
eligible territory, in the back parts of the United States, with 
settlers entirely devoted to him, whom he trains up in a spirit 
of nationality distinct from that of the Americans. I do not 
know whether the little yager will succeed, but you may be 
sure the United States will have their Texas, too. I do not 
think they can escape it. — And there are those who will 
plant a thorn in their side, just as the Texians have done«» 
with you." 

« Well, well, we must treat with this Indian," said Urrea. 

12* 
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" This is a gcxxl windfall ! — By my aantiguada, it is not tt 
be neglected. But look at this odier paper which he hu 
put in my hands. — See, it is full of tuercfflyphics !— Re- 
presentations of various animals, I declare f— There is u 
eagle, — ^here is a turtle, — and there is an armadillo, I 
believe." 

*' An armadillo !" exclaimed the priest ; '< it cannot be, for 
there are none in the United States. I suppoee it wm in- 
tended for an alligator, which they knew only by heamj!-* 
These are the signatures of the various chiefs of his DUkn, 
who have given him power to treat. It is customary for ten 
to delineate, on their public instruments, representatioDS of 
the animals the names of which they bear, and it is thu 
which imparts to those papers their audienticity, just as sign- 
ing and sealing do among civilized nations. Now, this is 
written in French, but the orthography is so ^d, that it is not 
easy to unravel its meaning. It must have been oomposed 
by some ignorant eoureur & hois. From it, however, 1 can 
make out, that Loiseau blanc is empowered to treat with the 
Mexican President, or any of the generals, and the Indian 
chiefs beg arms and ammunition." 

<* Oh, as for this," said Urrea, " it is impossible. Our 
stores are too low. I cannot, without orders from the su- 
preme government, encroach upon what remauu." 

**U such is your determination," said the priest, "you 
need not think any longer about a permanent treaq^with 
them. I am acquainted with their ways and hsbits. You 
cannot put any reliance in whatever arrangenaenti they may 
enter into, unless they be bound on their memoxyy by presents 
proportioned to the importance of their nation. The Kvlish 
and Americans have accustomed them to it, and the UpKBt 
bidder is sure to have them for allies." 

" If such be the case," replied Urrea, **thej may 
return home, and God speed them. We are not aUe to 
buy their alliance. It is a pity, nevertheless, for a diver- 
sion on that side would have proved advantageous to our 
cause." 

*< But the Cherokees who are here ?" said Captain Lelniez. 
<< They ask no presents, I believe. They only want lands 
in Texas. It is not very costly to grant them what they de* 
sire, and they may annoy the Texians until we be dde to re- 
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e campaign. It is, however, uncertain whether they 
ing a respectahle force into the field."* 
he Cherokees," interrupted the clergyman, " form a 
111 nation, now half civilized. They have already ac- 
the use of letters and of the principal mechanical arts, 
lould you succeed in getting them over to your side, 
light relieve you of the present war against Texas, but 
in future, prove no less dangerous neighbors. More- 
he land on which they live, at this time, is surrounded 
iblishments of white people, and they cannot emigrate 
:as, without the consent of the United States." 
ell, then, let us drop all thoughts of alliances and 
3 with them," said Urrea. " They may go their way. 
my hands of them. — Our country does not buy allies 
old, but conquers her enemies with iron." 

ere are many Gherokees among the Comanches, at this time, 
jB thought the latter have derived from them the idea of several 
ments. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

Who chooeeth me must give and hazazd all he hAu^ 
Must give— for what ? for lead 1 hazard for lead ? 

Shakespeare. Merchant of Vema- 

Urrea who had been anxious to xoake treaties and enter 
into alliances with the Indians, no sooner saw that presents 
were expected, than he dismissed the subject, with the levity 
and carelessness which the reader has seen in the preceding 
chapter. Thus, plans that had cost weeks of labor and con- 
sultation were in an instant laid aside, and oar hero found 
himself freed from the irksome occupation which had neaity 
engrossed his time. 

Now, he could attend on Miss Quinton with more reguhr- 
ity, and pay his devoirs with all the punctuality worary a 
gallant and chivalrous officer. The young lady, however, 
naturally fond of a retired life, was not always inclined to 
accept his invitations to balls and other assembliei. One 
night, when there was to be a grand party, ffiven by the so- 
perior officers of the army, to which she and her fttber bad 
received notes of invitation, and where it was anticipated that 
she would play^on the piano ; she felt strongly inclined tore- 
main at home, but her lover and her fathejr having eaneilly 
besought her not to disappoint her acquaintances, she was, 
at last, prevailed upon to accompany them. 

As she entered the ball-room, her unrivalled beanty attract- 
ed the general admiration and she was so often leqnestied to 
dance, that, at last, she saw herself, through weaiineaa, ob- 
liged to refuse one of the principal officers. The latter felt 
piquedj but, conquering his chagrin, with perfect good breed- 
ing, he requested Miss Quinton to pass into the music non 
and indulge the company with some music, since it «ai out 
of her power to delight them by the gracefulness of her Mepa. 
With this invitation she readily complied, and irida w 
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moved from the ball-room, she was followed by so great a 
number of gentlemen, eager to hear her, that dancuig was 
suspended. 

In the next apartment, the piano was placed between two 
windows, whence there was a view into the interior patiOf 
(court-yard,) and through the grating of these windows, a 
considerable number of eager faces were looking into the 
music room. Presently Miss Quinton began to play a splen- 
did sonata which charmed the whole company. Her lover 
was on one side, bending, in a kind of rapture, over her 
shoulder, and turning, with the greatest readiness, the leaves 
of the music book, while her father enjoyed the delightful 
spect^le with an air of recollection. 

All at once, in the middle of a passage of superior power, 
there protruded a face, from among those which were look- 
ing into the room, whose eyes were intensely fixed upon Miss 
Quinton, and bore a peculiar sinister expression. The young 
lady, happening to look upon the intruder, recognised him, 
uttered a piercing shriek, rose from her chair with precipi- 
tation, and, with an air of the greatest dismay, threw herself 
in her father's arms. 

. It is not necessary to describe the disorder that ensued 
thereupon. None but Captain Letinez guessed at the cause 
of the young lady's extraordinary conduct. While her 
fiither soothed her and inquired the cause of her fright, an 
old matron, who had brought to the ball two daughters whose 
beauty was eclipsed by Miss Quinton's, shrewdly remarked, 
in a whisper, to three or four old crones, who attended upon 
her, that those American women were singular, with their 
nervous attacks, and that, for her part, were she a man, she 
could never admire such babylike things, who would scream, 
and throw a whole company into disorder for nothing in the 
world, but to draw ^he whole attention upon themselves. Fa- 
ther Pafarro, the vicar of the parish, observed that this came 
from admitting heretics to a Christian hall, and that Mexi- 
cans could expect nothing but the corruption of their morals 
and the downfall of their faith, by their criminal condescen- 
sion to strangers. But the principal officers, unmoved by 
the insinuations of the priest, or the jealousy of the old woman, 
thronged around Miss Quinton, and eagerly offered their 
services, against any one who might have offended her. 
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In the meantime, the individual whose unexpected 
ance had given rise to this commotion had vanish 
when Miss Quinton recovered from her alarm, she 
longer exposed to encounter his odious gaze. Howe 
no sooner felt her emotion subside, than she desir 
conducted home, and left the party to their surmises, 
tion to what they termed " el aecidente de la sehon 
which they exercised the acuteness of their wit, with 
uncharitableness than is customary in the fashionablt 
As soon as Miss Quinton, accompanied by her father 
captain, had reached home, the latter said to her, ' 
not inquire whether you have seen this man, before i 
have no doubt my suspicions are well founded, and h 
villain who made the infamous attempt at LepojititlaD 

" He is, indeed," answered the young lady ; " but 1 1 
you, captain, — nay, I lay my strict injunctions upon 
to do nothing rashly. As you value my happiness, 
from any attempt at avenging what is past. I am do\ 
out of all danger, and absolutely forbid that it siio 
made a subject of quarrel." 

" Leave that to me, my dear Miss Quinton," repl 
hero. " We, men, understand these matters beltc 
your sex. — I could not, without disgrace, continue to 
to the honor of your hand, were I to omit calling him 
count. Only I am afraid he will refuse to give me s 
tion." 

The young lady begged and threatened by turns, bui 
never shake the resolution of her lover, who, taking k 
the family, withdrew, in order to make his disposition : 
meditated encounter. He thought proper to consult i 
ficer at whose house he lodged, and begged him to act 
second ; but this one, also, endeavored to dissuade him 

" You know," said he, " how unusual duets are t 
us. Not a single one has taken place during the wholi 
paign ; and, in fact, I never heard of one being fought 
urmy. Take my word for it, it will look excessively < 
— ten times more so, than if you were to pistol your n 
the street. A murder would be less prejudicial lu 
reputation. In a duel, if one of the combatants dit-s* 
spot, he is deprived of Christian burial ; and this, as vi 
aware, is a circumstance which affects the imagination 
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leople, more than any thing eUe. Should you prove victo- 
rioos, you gather upon your own head the execration of the 
luBuly of the deceased and the odium of the public. Should 
roil die, you are deprived of the suffrages of the church, and 
jTOur body is buried, like that of an unbaptized Jew, in un- 
xinsecrated ground ; — ^whereby your family is for ever dis- 
i;iaced. Therefore, my dear friend, take my advice, and 
pwe up your notion. There are many ways of disposing of 
rour enemy, besides this. I do not advise you basely to as- 
aasinate him, but can you not, as we have heard that the 
lorthern people sometimes do, in their country, cowhide the 
nan in the street ? He that wished to dishonor your bride 
hall, then, be himself dishonored." 

** Come, come," replied Captain Letinez, " all this is child. 
ih ! The fellow would assassinate me, in return, and be 
iSBtified in the public opinion. It behooves me to do every 
bisg like a gentleman. I must punish the wretch, but it 
oust be in a manner worthy of Miss Quinton and myself. 
—Say, at once, whether you are willing to be my second, or 

LOt? 

** Your second 1" exclaimed the other, " Grod forgive me, I 
rill. — ^There is an excommuncation against seconds, as well 
ui principals ; but Vaya ! — ^I never feared man, in your 
luarrel, 1 will not fear the devil, this bout. — So much for 
riendship!" 

<< Well, then, the affair is settled," said our gallant hero : 
< I am going to write the challenge, and as soon as it is day, 
^u will carry it to the gentleman." 

" I, carry it !" replied Captain Letinez's friend ; " cannot 
X servant do the job ?" 

Jjk " My dear fellow," replied our hero, " such things, among 
jentlemen, are always done by seconds. — ^This is the way, in 
civilized nations. — We cannot depart from the code of civil- 
ity, you know ! To send a servant would be ridiculous and 
RTOuld cover me with shame, because it would prove that I 
3un not acquainted with the code of honor." 

" Well, captain," returned the other, " we are not so well 
informed of the rules of duelling, in this country, that you 
should fear any improper criticism shall be passed upon 
your conduct, should you fail in some trifling item of eti- 
cjuette." 
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" Still I must and will insist upon every thing being done 
according to strict form," replied Sefior de Letinez. 

« Very well," answered the other ; '* every thing shall be 
done in conformity to your wishes* -I will start no more ob- 
jections, but will be as submissive as a child. And, oov. 
don't you think it is time to go to bed 1 What, with toe 
ball, the champaign we have drunk, or the idea of the duel, 
which is to take place to-morrow^ I am nearly bewildered, 
and my head is dizzy." 

" Oh ! stop !" resumed our hero ; " We have yet apeu 
deal to do this night. I may be killed, and I must mdeif 
will. — We must get witnesses, and send for an jEmtmii^ 
(notary public.) 

<< Good Lord !" exclaimed the other, << that will ksep ■ 
up till day, and I am nearly dead for want of sleep. Wmr 
are we to get witnesses, at this time of night I— Why, yoQ 
must have five men, besides the Bflcrivano. Do yea dink 
people will get up jQrom their beds for such an iminteretfiiig 
purpose ?" 

<< Surely, we do not want so many persons. Two wit- 
nesses with the notary public, will suffice," obsaned Cap- 
tain Letinez. 

" No, indeed," resumed his friend ; ** you mnsk hiVBjki 
loiih the Escrivano; and sevens wihaui him I BoyoiMe 
it is sheer extravagance to pretend to collect [so HMf per- 
sons at this time of night. — Wait till to-monoiriF^TiiCU- 
not help yourself, now." 

" If such be the case, indeed, I must wait," npliMl iIm 
captain. 

'* To-morrow, then," returned the other, and thqr Mliied 
to rest. 



AMBBOSIO DB LETniBZ. 145 



GHAPTER XVII. 

Thefe are yer7 few pains, however ezqaisite, which are not preferred 
to death.* — Burke on the Sublime, 

Thb next morning, our hero had no sooner risen, than, 
according to the preceding night's resolution, he immediately 
set about making his will. Thanks to the many and cum. 
brous formalities prescribed by the Spanish law, it could not 
be done without some degree of publicity, and he was aware 
that the good health he enjoyed was a circumstance that 
would give rise to various surmises, and, perhaps, excite sus- 
picion in relation to his further intentions. 

In this, however, he was mistaken ; for, as duels were 
nearly without example in the republic, it did not enter the 
head of any one to suspect him of such a design. The es- 
crivano and witnesses having been sent for, the instrument 
was drawn, signed and sealed, and, though, in less than one 
hour's time, it wcus reported aJl over the town, that Captain 
Letinez, being as yet in good health, had just made his will, 
no one guessed at the motive. Some thought he was going 
to undertake a journey, and had taken this precaution, in 
case of accident in the way ; others pretended that, as he 
was on the point of being married to an outlandish woman, 
he had. made his will beforehand, from fear of some evU m. 
^uence on her part, and some attributed it to caprice ; but 
none divined the true reason. 

In the meantime, our hero had sent his challenge to the 
officer who had so infamously ofiended Miss Quinton. The 
latter was yet in bed, when Captain Letinez's friend was in- 
troduced into his apartment, and, upon his perusing the note, 
manifested a great surprise. He understood not its mean- 
ing, and inquired from the bearer what it might be. " Cap- 
tain Letinez complains of me, as I understand from this here 
paper," said he, ^* for' some wrongs which he pretends I 
have done to the young American lady upon whom he was 

Vol. n. 13 
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waiting, last night. To be sure, I found her yeiy handsome, 
but did not know, till lately, that she belonged to a family of 
distinction — though, by the bye, her father is nothing but a 
rebel. Yet whatever may have taken place in St. Patricio, 
I do not see what right Captain Letinez has to interfere.— 
She is neither his sister, nor relation.^-And what does he 
mean by demanding satisfaction ? — Is it money for the yooog 
lady he asks, in order to make up for the Lepantitlaa bui- 
ness ? — By St. Corolampio, I am sorry for IhaL I did loc 
think, at the time, she was more than a common ranchm. 
But, vaya ! If she want money, money she shall have, tboo^ 
it is but little I have to spare." 

" Major Firana," interrupted our hero's friend> " I am sorry 
that you do not seize the meaning of Don Ambrosio's note. 
The young lady is his promised bride, and he considen ur 
insult offered to her, as if offered to himself. In St. Jhtricio, 
she was under his protection, and you must have known it. 
Were he informed of the ofier of money, which you mke, 
it would incense him still more, I assure you." 

« The devil, it would !" replied the other. " What is it, 
then, he requires ? — What other satisfaction can I give ? 
He does not intend to make me do pencuice, in a white sheet, 
at the door of the church, I suppose !" 

<< Why, sir," resumed the other, " if I must be eipikit 
with you, such ofiences, among men of honor, are atoned for 
only by a duel. — ^Do you understand me, nowl" 

<< A duel !" echoed Major Firafla, in surprise. ''Doatbe 
fellow mean to introduce that foolish thing amongst w ? li 
did well enough in the times of Don Quixote ; but, now, it is 
passed away! — It is worn out, and become ridiculous f— It 
smells too much of feudal times to be acceptable to isodera 
Mexicans." 

" You will find," resumed the other, '< that the sia|ncion 
of cowardice is still apt to attach to the character of those 
who prove recreant, and that such a suspicion, in a miUtuy 
man, is equivalent to complete disgrace." 

<< But what would you have me to do, my friend f " re- 
sumed Firana. " Duelling is not customary amons ok I 

bit 



do not even know how it is to be gone about. W 

are we to use ? — When, and where are we to fight f^-Must I 

not have a second — apadrino, as it is called, and he, anodier ?" 



AXBROSIO OB LBTnfBZ. 147 

''Certainly," replied Senor de Letinez's messenger. 
^ You must appoint one of you friends to cu;t as padrino for 
you. Captain Letinez has appointed me on his side, and 
when you have named your man, he and I will regulate 
€nrery thing, so that you shall have no trouble, except that of 
fighting." 

" We will be much obliged to our seconds for their cour- 
tesy," replied Firafia, with a sardonic grin, " in taking so 
much trouble off our hands, and leaving us but the trifling 
matter of handling our arms, and cutting each other's 
throat. But I must have some time to get a padrino : it is 
not a thing to be done in the twinkling of an eye. It will, 
at least, take two days to make my dispositions. So, tell your 
friend to wsdt patiently. As soon as I am ready, he will 
hear of me." 

" And what arms will you select ? As you are the chal- 
lenged party, it is your privilege to take your choice, you 
know," said Captain Letinez's friend, '' will you prefer the 
sword ?" 

" We will see as to that. — I must reflect," replied Firana. 
** But, for God's sake, be not in such a hurry, and give me 
time to breathe ! Sure, the meeting is not so attractive, 
that I should jump out of my bed, and run to it, without hav- 
ing taken my chocolate." 

With this verbal answer, our hero's friend returned to his 
principal, and faithfully related the conversation which had 
taken place between Firaiia and himself. Captain Letinez 
was not a little disappointed at the result, and hegan to sus- 

sct that the Major sought to shuflle off. Nevertheless, he 
[ept some hopes till night, supposing that a sense of military 
honor would prompt his antagonist to accept ; but, towards 
sundown, he received a summons from the general-in-chief, 
to repair to his house, and found there a council of officers, 
assembled to deliberate upon the challenge he had sent to 
Major Firana. 

At his entrance into the apartment, the paper signed with 
his own hand was put under his eyes, and he was asked by 
Urrea whether he owned it ; being, at the same time, re- 
minded that the ancient ordinances of the kings of Spain, 
which were still, in those matters, the supreme law of the 
land, prohibited, under severe penalties, the fighting of duels 
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and sending of challenges, and that this frightful eyil, haYOf, 
as yet, gained no footing in the country, it became the d^ 
of the chiefs to see that the first attempts to introduce h 
should be carefully suppressed. 

Though this explanation was added with a riew to wan 
him not to commit himself by owning the challenge, and the 
captain perceived Urrea's design, yet he had too much liaoor 
to deny the truth. He, therefore, boldly admitted that the 
note had been sent by him, and added, by way of conuDOt, 
the history of Major Firana's attempt on Miss Quinton, gob. 
eluding by proclaiming him as cowardly as beastly, aiue, 
after so shocking an olfence against a defenceless female, be 
had not the heart to face her protector, but must take shelter 
under the eegis of the law. 

Thus confessing, without any palliatioD, what' the code of 
the country considered as criminal, and against which it 
awarded a severe punishment, our hero brought himidf into 
danger. The officers who were present, acting as a cooitof 
inquest, saw themselves obliged to send him to prison, and 
though every one admired his spirit and approved his gallao- 
try, still a legal process was commenced against him, fiv a 
breach of discipline, which threatened a very disagreeable de- 
lay to his marriage, if not some danger to his person. 

Upon learning what had befallen the captam, Misi Qniii- 
ton was thrown into the utmost grief, accusinff hemlf with 
being the cause of it. She bitterly regretted the impmdent 
manifestation of her alarm at the ball. Had she had me- 
sence of mind to suppress it, when she unexpectedly beheld 
Major Firana, her lover would have prcserred his fibeftr. 
But, now, entangled in a criminal accusation, to which no 
speedy termination was likely to be put, how much he would 
have to suffer, and all for her sake ! — ^was there any thing 
she could do, in his behalf? — She would go, aoconpamed 
by her father, and throw herself at the feet of ibe genml-in- 
chief. — She would present her supplications to the superior 
officers, who were to compose the court-martial, in whose 
hands her lover's fate was placed. — But was this oompstible 
with female modesty ? — Was it even practicable with flich 
men as these officers were supposed to be ? — ^Would noCnch 
a step be considered as a degradation of her maidenly cha- 
racter, of which she was still more jealous than of hsr life, 
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because she felt that it was dearer to her lover ? — ^Alas, was 
there nothing she could do ? — Her father, at least, could, 
without impropriety, interfere and solicit in behalf of the 
captain. But who would pay attention to the prayers of a 
mere prisoner of war, without friends or influence in the coun- 
tiy ? — While her mind was agitated by these cruel reflec- 
tions, and her tears evinced the bitterness of her grief, she 
received some consolation from a letter which our hero sent 
her from his prison. The tone of cheerful playfulness with 
which it was fraught, gave her some hopes that there was not 
as much danger as she had, at first, anticipated. It was 
worded as follows. 

Dear Miss Quinton, 

*' As I hope you have too much sense to be seriously alarm- 
ed at what has happened, I will not exhaust my rhetorical 
powers in pouring forth the balm of consolation. What was 
begun in the real tragic vein has dwindled down into sheer 
comedy. The hero of Lepantitlan has acted in perfect 
keeping with his former conduct, which I might have fore- 
seen. I am, however, better avenged than if I had lodged 
a bullet in his brain, for he has covered himself with ridi- 
cule, and though duels are not much in use amongst us^ sar- 
casms and epigrams are by no means strangers to our coun- 
try, and I am told they fall so thick upon the poor Major, 
that he cannot possibly stand * the pitiless storm.' He has 
brass enough, but yet the shafls directed against him must 
penetrate to the quick. I give him but three days to stay in 
town, and in three days more, I will be at your feet." 

Yours, &c. &c. 

It was exactly as the prisoner had foretold. Major FiraSa 
became the subject of so many pasquinadoes, that he was 
forced to leave Matamoros, and went to visit his family, on 
a furlough, which Urrea gave him to understand he was 
welcome to render perpetual. 

After the Major's departure from the city, Captain Letinez 
did not remain long in prison, for all the army took a lively 
interest in his fate, and looked upon the treatment he had 
received as an indignity ; but while there, he made a little 
acquisition, which, at the time, appeared unimportant, but 

13* 
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had, nevertheless, some unpleasant conaequences upon his 
peace of mind. It consisted in a little miniature portrait, set 
in gold, which he bought of a soldier that had been in the 
campaign. It attracted his attention, on account of the simi- 
litude of the features to some one with whom he was cod- 
scions to have been acquainted, but without exactly recoiIec^ 
ing who it was. 

The portrait was bought at a low price, and our hero's 
interest being awakened, he examined it for a long time, en- 
deavoring, by the closest reflection, to clear up his remem- 
brance, in order to find out when and where he had seen the 
face which the portrait represented. It was the effigy of a 
middle aged man, of handsome features and prepoa oca aing 
aspect, but our hero taxed his memory in vain ; it foraUM 
him with no clue to unravel his confused ideas, and, Hbouf^ \ 
fully convinced that he had been familiar with the in^|^, 
yet he remained uncertain whether it was in TezaSi or Mo- 
choacan. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 



-What damned minutes tells he over 



Who dotes, yet doubts, suspects, yet strongly loves i 

Shakespeare, Otkello, 

HE hero felt a pettish disappointment, and impatiently 
ed the portrait round and round, till, at last, the thought 
irred to him that it was rather massy, and must contain 
her portrait, inside, or some token from the original owner, 
reby he might be led to a discovery. He was not mis- 
h:. upon a closer scrutiny, he discovered a small spring, 
oiously contrived in the rim, on the pressing of which, 
sortrait flew back, like the lid of a snuff-box, and showed, 
in, an elegant cipher, embroidered with human hair, upon 
3ce of white silk, set in a frame of fillagree work, which, 
ad no doubt, was a token from the person by whom the 
iture had been presented. 

n further examination, he perceived some words written ' 
iminutive characters, beneath the design, and judge of his 
rise, when he read the following, ' To Sophia Quinton»* 
Is it possible," exclaimed he, " that this portrait belongs 
sr! — But there can be no doubt: here is her own name, 
his was sot among the Texas plunder. — ^Whose picture 
it be ? — ^1 am acquainted with these features — ^nay, they 
a those of a person with whom I have been familiar, and 
my treacherous memory cannot clear up the uncertainty I 

it some relation of Miss Quinton I — ^Is it not, rather, 
s lover, whose memory she still fondly cherishes ?— Oh ! 
he have loved any one before me, her heart can never be 
lly mine ; and yet, how perfectly new did love appear to 
! — ^How modest and unobtrusive has she always shown 
elf, even when I had the conviction that her heart was 

and pleading in my favor ! — ^But what, if I had mistaken 
itude for love ? — Would real love be compatible with so 
h coolness and self-possession, as she always manifested ? 
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Did she not dread my presence, even at the time she owed 
me the greatest obligations ? — Did she not always endeavor 
to render our interviews as short as possible, and seek for 
pretences to prevent me from declaring my sentiments ^ 
Yes, I see how it is. — Her heart belongs to another, and it is 
merely through necessity she consents to wed me. It is out 
of regard for her father, and in order to insure his welive, 
that she agrees to become my wife. — But I will not prea my- 
self upon her. I will not build my hopes of conjugal fetidtv 
on the inspirations of mere gratitude. I will tell her thil I 
leave her at liberty, and her more favored lover may claim tbe 
accomplishment of the pledges, which, in more happy times, 
have passed between them. — And yet, can I part from Sophia 
Quinton ? Is there another woman in the world like her .' 
No. There is none. None at least for me. Myfelidt)'i8 
intimately connected with the hope of obtaining her. My 
soul is identified with hers ; and life, without Sophia Quinlon, 
were but a burthen." 

Thus was our hero plunged into all the torments of jeal- 
ousy, and without knowing who his fancied rival might be,— 
though he was conscious of having seen him ■omewhere. 
In vain he inquired from the soldier who had sold liiiD ibe 
miniature, how he had come by it ; he received no iniBnia- 
tion capable of clearing up his doubts. It had been fcond in 
a house abandoned by its owner, not far from GooBkii it 
the approach of Santa Anna's army, and was aec rstBd with 
several valuable jewels, in a piece of furniturey whiehi from 
the description the soldier gave of it, Captain Letioei con- 
cluded must have been a writing-desk. This meagre aeeoaot 
lefl him in the same perplexity and ignorance. He ivoolfcd, 
therefore, to come to an explanation with Miss QiBmoa, for 
the trouble of his mind had become so excruciatiiiy as to be 
intolerable. 

As soon as he was liberated from confinement, his fini Titit, 
as our readers may guess, was paid to the Texian major, who 
received him with the greatest joy and testified the deep ooo- 
ccrn he had felt, when informed of the danger our heio bad 
incurred, in order to avenge his daughter. ** But I wm glad 
when I learnt that you were in prison, my dear friend," said 
the good old man, " for, there, I knew your life would bo safe. 
In spite of Firana's villany, I owe him some thanks for hi* 
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pradent conduct. Confess that you were too warm, and that 
mch a scoundrel was beneath your notice.". 

To these felicitations and parental expressions of regard 
tiie captain answered in a confused manner. His brow was 
orercast, and a heavy anxiety sat upon his mind. His con- 
Tersation with Miss Quinton was unmeaning, and his serious 
demeanor and cold address, appeared unaccountable, and 
almost offensive. He had come with the intention of pre- 
senting the miniature to the young lady and asking an ex- 
planation ; but, now^ when in her presence, he could not 
screw up his courage to the proper point. 

The embarrassment of his manner was visible, and sur- 
pnaed no less than displeased Miss Quinton and her father. 
The latter, however, attributed it to the mortification, the 
captain's military pride must have suffered in his imprison- 
ment, and proceeded to administer well meant consolations, 
in the jocose strain peculiar to him,-— but which sounded, in 
the captain's ears, like so. many bitter taunts. 

"Come, come, cheer up," said the Major. "Be not 
cast down for such a trifle— -what are a few days' imprison- 
ment ? — All in the way of your profession, man — And it was 
for an honorable cause. Although I scolded, yet it rejoiced 
my old blood to see you acting so manly a part, and so ready 
to avenge my daughter. A woman knows better the worth 
of a man, when she sees him thus willing to shed his blood in 
her quarrel." 

But, notwithstanding all the Major could say, and he said 
much to enliven the conversation and put the captain in 
spirits ; he could not succeed in dispelling the cloud of deep 
atudety that overhung his brow, and the interview ended in 
the same cold and embarrassed manner it had begun. 

Our hero returned to his lodgings, angry against himself 
for his want of resolution, and, in order to remedy it, made 
up his mind to send the miniature with a letter, but he 
found it nearly as difficult to indite an epistle appropriate to 
the circumstance, as he had found it to make the verbal com- 
munication. He wrote several letters, and, unable to please 
himself, tore them up, one after another. Sometimes, he 
found the style too vehement, and sometimes it was too hum- 
hie, and did not sufficiently express the feelings of an offend- 
ed lover. Then, again, the thought would recur to his mind, 
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that the picture was, perhaps, the portrait of some Telatm, 
and had been received as a token of family affectbo, a 
which case, his peremptory demand of an explanation would 
prove the most awkward thing in the world. But further 
reflections showed this supposition was improbable, for he 
had never been acquainted with any of Miss Quinton'i reia. 
tions except her father, and he was firm in the pemuoo 
that he had seen the original of the portrait; thooghhe 
could remember neither when, nor where. After long de- 
bates with himself and scribbling over and tearing to pieen, 
nearly a quire of paper, he was unable to take a final reio- 
lution, and went to bed, despairing to come to a conclusioQ. 

But we must not omit informing our reader of the confer- 
sation which, afler the captain had withdrawn, piMed be- 
tween the Major and his daughter. The old man itaurted 
the subject, by observing that he could never have w ppoicd 
a few days' imprisonment could have such an efieet u(Kn t 
lad of spirit, like the captain. *^ One would think," did he 
observe, '< that he is bewildered, and has become stupid.— 
How absent minded was he not, and what foolish answers 
did he not give to some queries you addressed him. Sophia, 
my dear, did you ever before remark that he was subject lo 
such tantrums ? And yet, he kept his eyes constantly filed 
on you ! He seemed to be grieved in mind, and oas would 
have thought that you were the cause of it. Have fou done 
any thing to wound his feelings V* 

*^ No, indeed, father," replied Miss Quinton, ** and I am 
still more surprised than you, at his strange bc^vioor; the 
more so, as I cannot imagine his imprisonment hss soared 
him to such a degree. His manner amounted to positive 
rudeness ! — There must be some other reason besidei what 
you suspect. But I will know from him. I will put him in 
the way of making an apology ; and should he nol tender it 
of his own accord, I will not be in a hurry to give him fur- 
ther encouragement. — The Lord preserve me from caprice 
and sourness of disposition in the person to whom I an to be 
united !" 

*^ This is well said, my daughter, and is a magnsnimous 
disposition of mind," resumed her father, playfully, "adhere 
to it. Be not too rash, however, and do not take oflence at 
trifles. You are young and lack experience. Think that 
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meh a conquest is not to be effected, every day. I speak 
not of his wealth, nor of his rank ; for, were he the poorest of 
BDADkind he would still be the son of my choice. — Believe 
me, child, a pure virgin heart, in a man of his years and 
p^fession, is a treasure which will never wear out, — if once 
put in the keeping of a woman of feeling and intelligence. 
Be not rash, therefore, and though I am of opinion that you 
should maintain your maidenly dignity and pride of worth, 
irith proper spirit, still do it with discretion, and beware of 
going too far.'' 

" Father," replied the young lady, " I am astonished to ' 
bear you speak in such a manner. Would you advise me, 
ID order to secure an advantageous match, to put up with a 
treatment which I conceive to be unworthy of me ? I am 
aware of the captain's good qualities ; but he must respect as 
well as love me, if he wishes to secure my regard. What- 
ever you may say, I will expect an apology from him, and if 
be is not able to appreciate me, it will be an easier task for 
me to console myself for the loss of him." 

In such a disposition of mind Miss Quinton retired to rest, 
so that the captain and herself might be considered as in a 
statie of mutual coolness and suspicion. — It was too painful 
to last long, and the captain being, as he thought, the offend- 
ed p&rty, and the one whose anxiety of mind was greatest, 
was the first to break the ice. 

After spending a sleepless night, he, next morning, took 
heart of grace, and paid Miss Quinton a second visit. He 
found her alone, and the first greetings being over, he took 
the miniature out of his pocket, and with a peculiar solemni- 
t9 of manner presented it to her, saying, " Here is some- 
uing that belongs to you, madam, as 1 conjecture, from 
your name being written under this design." 

At the sight of the portrait. Miss Quinton manifested -the 
most lively joy and exclaimed ; " My uncle's miniature ! — 
How did you come by it, captain ?" 

Now, the great mystery was cleared up ! — Our hero's 
countenance lost the dignity of offended worth, to exchange 
it for an air of awkwardness, bordering on the comical. He 
felt how strange his conduct, on the preceding visit, must have 
appeared to Miss Quinton, and began to stammer forth an 
apology. The good natured girl did not give him the trouble 
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of going through it, but, interrupting him, with a nnik, aid, 
" now, you need not enter into an explanation. — ^I see hot 
it is. — You were jealous ! It will do well enough, for ODoe, 
and I am disposed to overlook it ; but, from henceforth, In- 
ware ! — You must put an implicit confidence in me, or le 
cannot promise ourselves any happiness. Enough of tiiii» 
however : tell me, now, how you canie by the picture t" 

Thereupon the captain recounted in what manner he hid 
bought it, and what he had learned from the seller, touching 
the house where it had been found ; ingenuously confeauig, 
that his suspicions sprung from the consciousness of having 
seen, somewhere, the person whom the miniature repreoentei 

Miss Quinton was not a little surprised at the SMertioD. 
'* Are you sure," said she, " that you aie not mistakeo I 
some similarity of features may deceive you, conndenogi 
chiefly, that you do not recollect the individual to whom you 
allude. My uncle has never been in Texas, neither have I 
myself seen him, since my infancy, for shortly after my mo- 
ther's death, my father removed from Maryland to Alabama; 
and though we have, of late, kept up an amicable correspoD- 
dence with her family, we have never visited. It is true, 
my uncle has travelled much, both through Europe aad 
America ; but you can hardly have seen him jn llmnrffi fcr 
I have understood it was in his youth he visited tfab eoHiry, 
and you must have been too young yourself to beooBB ac- 
quainted with him." 

<<Wel]," interrupted the captain, "if he hss tmvdled 
through this country, it makes good my surmises, and afaovt 
that I was not mistaken. But pray, my dear Mtes QaJBloo, 
do you know what parts of Mexico your uncle ymtait and st 
what particular time ?" 

*' Indeed, I do not," replied she ; << I have abewif laid joa 
all that I remember about him. He was my mother's yoong- 
est brother, and there had been some estrangement hetvees 
him- and the rest of the family, on account of his gmndao- 
ther's entire fortune having been settled upon him. It h 
only of late years, that the difference between him aid ny 
father has been made up, and in consequence of thst iscod- 
ciliation he sent me his portrait." 

** May I inquire what was your mother's maidftB wne ?" 
said Captain Letinez. 
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*^ Claughton/' answered Miss Quinton. " My uncle, how- 
ever, took his grandmother's name, in consequence of her 
whole estate heing made over to him. But if you are anx- 
ious to know further particulars, you must consult my father, 
for, I confess, my information is neither exact, nor extensive 
on the suhject." 

The old Major not having yet returned, all further eclair- 
<»Bsement was postponed. 
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CHAPTEIl'XIX, 

Speed the match ! Speed the nmtdi I 

Marriage in a kmry* 

Miss Quinton did not fail to communicate to her ftths 
what had passed between herself and the captain, and he wu 
as much astonished as she had been, upon nearing that the 
latter had a notion of having been personally acquainted 
with her uncle, though unable to remember when or wheie. 
The thing seemed too romantic, and he would have pro- 
nounced it absolutely incredible, had not the captain poneM- 
ed all his confidence. He, therefore, impatiently awaited t 
second visit, in hopes that, by imparting to falm what he 
knew of his brother-in-law's history and peregrinatioMi he 
might so far refresh his memory, as to enable him to recol- 
lect whether his surmises were founded, or not. Major Qniii- 
ton's knowledge of the particulars which the present momeBC 
exhibited as possessing a capital interest, was not, hoiMier, 
so extensive as to induce him to believe that he could tbtaw 
much light on any peculiar circumstance which mirid hate 
made an indelible impression upon our hero's mind daring 
his infancy ; for he supposed if he had seen hia brodier-iD- 
law at all, it must have been in a very juvenile age. 
^^The captain, no less desirous than the major to cleir up 
his doubts, and tormented, besides, by an indescribable anx- 
iety of mind, the cause of which appeared imftthoHibie, 
and seemed to portend some strange discovery, did not ftil 
to return to Major Quinton's, as soon as he judged it likelv 
he should find him at home, and obtained from him die fal- 
lowing account of the Claughton family, from which the m* 
jor's wife was sprung. 

They were the descendants of one of the original setthn 
of Maryland, under Lord Baltimore, and made a eonafcra- 
ble figure in that province until the revolutionary war, whea 
they began insensibly to dwindle away. They had 
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ed zealous Roman Catholics, until the major's wife's mo- 
ther married into the family, .who, being no less zealous a Pro- 
testant, instilled her religion into the mind of her daughters 
.and youngest son. This bred continual quarrels between 
her and her husband, and, at length, she died broken-heart- 
ed : yet those among her children who had imbibed her re- 
ligion, could never be prevailed upon to abandon their faith, 
in order to win their father's favor, but rather looked upon 
him with some rancor for the treatment he had caused their 
mother to undergo. '' In that state of things," continued the 
Major, " James, the youngest son, left the paternal house, 
and turned his attention to commerce, while, about the same 
time, I married one of the daughters, of whom I have been 
deprived by death these nine years. My brother-in-law 
having publicly conformed to the Church of England, it so 
much exasperated his father, that he declared he would en- 
tirely cut him off from his inheritance, and this very circum- 
stance was the cause of his fortune ; for, his grandmother, 
who was as zealous a Protestant as himself, settled upon him 
all her estate, as an indemnity for what he had lost. His 
sisters and elder brother, saw this with a jealous eye, and he 
was so much vexed by their ill-will, that he resolved to ab- 
sent himself for a;time, and obtained from the bommercial 
house he served, permission to visit Mexico, where he man- 
aged the interests of the firm with great success. He may, 
then, have travelled through this country ; but it is nineteen 
or twenty years ago, and you cannot have been acquainted 
with him at that period." 

** Has he never, since, visited the Mexican republic ?" in- 
terrupted the captain. 

'< I am not able to say," resumed the Major, ^* because 
since that epoch, a great coolness existed between us, and I 
was not informed of his movements ; though.it is not impos- 
sible, for he has been a great traveller, partly for commer- 
cial purposes, and partly for the sake of collecting informa- 
tion. We are on good terms, now, the more so, that he 
was the first to seek a reconciliation, t hough, perhaps, the 
greatest share of blame was on my side." 

This short account gave Captain Letinez no clue whereby 
his doubts might be cleared up. He took the miniature into 
his hands, viewed it again and again, muttering to himself, 
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" Claughton ! — Claughton ! — Have I ever heard this 
name ?" 

But, suddenly an idea seemed to flash across his mind, 
and he asked Major Quinton, " Did you not tell me that 
your brother-in-law changed his name, in order to receive 
his grandmother's bequest ?" 

" Certainly," replied the Major, " it was one of the old la- 
dy's special conditions, for she was proud of her family mme; 
and an act of the legislature of Maryland was obtained to 
that effect." 

" And what was the old lady's fsimily name 1" eagerly in- 
terrupted the captain. 

" Faring," answered the major. 

'^Faring!" exclaimed the young man, in the greateA 
amazement ; " is it possible ? — Great Grod of Heaven, it is 
my own father ! — ^Yes, these are his features !" and eagerly 
kissing the picture, he ^ave way to a flood of tean. 

The major and his daughter kept a profound silence, ex- 
changing, however, significant glances, as if they couid have 
read each other's thoughts. Being unacquainted with the 
captain's history, the discovery he had just made appeared 
to them the most improbable thing in the world, ana they 
feared lest he should be under some strange hallucinBtion c[ 
mind. 

The first burst of passion being over, our hero pemved 
their astonishment, and became aware that his emotioB most 
have appeared unaccountable. He hastened, therefas^ to 
lay before them a brief history of his mother's marriage, aad 
the manner in which he had been brouriit up by his gnod- 
father, the Count of Letinez. He had, hitherto, pos^posed 
giving them an account of his birth, because, expectiiy p^ 
pers and legal vouchers from Mechoacan, he thoogbt the 
communications which courtesy required of him, mdd be 
best accompanied by the written documents ; but now,iriMB 
a proper occasion offered to give the information, he did a> 
with modesty, when speaking of the wealth and rank of die 
house of Letinez, and with such a tone of tendomesi vd 
filial affection, when alluding to his father, that the old Hm 
jor was melted. The latter had, nevertheless, a difficallf on 
his mind, of which he asked the solution with great fianklBn. 
It was about the captain's name. " Be not offended with ve," 
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he, ^' if I make so free ; but whence conies it that you 
do not bear your father's name ?" 

^* It is usual, in this country, as well as in Spain," replied 
the captain, " for children of families of distinction to bear the 
mother's, as well as the father's name ; but the old Count 
would never hear of any other preceding his own. He had 
retained many prejudices of the ancient times, and consider, 
wl it as a species of degradation for the name of Letinez to 
be linked with a plebeian appellative, and, as it were, drag* 
ged in tow by it. There might also have been some illiber- 
ality on the score of religion. My father being a Protestant, 
bis name was, I believe, considered heretical, and would have 
been thought inauspicious for me ! But the arrangement was 
made with his consent, and he has never shown himself dis« 
satisfied with it." 

" Has your father frequently visited you, in Mechoacan ?" 
inquired the Major. 

*^ I remember having seen him thrice, since my childhood," 
replied the captain. " He was with us, four years ago. I 
was then entering in my fifleeenth year, and he promised to 
return to take me to travel, much about this time ; but I 
doubt. whether the old Count and my grand uncle would have 
consented to it. It was only by protretcted importunities 
that I extorted their consent to go to Texas, — and yet they 
thought the campaign would only prove a military paseo and 
a kind of recreation ! — Travelling abroad would appear to 
them fraught with much more danger. However, I have no 
doubt, my father will keep his woitl, and he either is now, or 
wfll toon be in Mechoacan." 

" Well, captain," resumed the Major, " it is you who im 
part to us your own history, and therefore we believe it ; biit 
were it any body else, it would strike us as a disjoint^ ro- 
mance. Egad ! I will have many a jest at your expense, for 
having had your father's picture in your hands, and been un- 
able to make out who it was, till prompted to the name." 

" Certainly, it looks very odd," exclaimed the captain, 
laughing ; " but yet there have been thousand similar in- 
stances, when an idea deeply engraved in the heart, and with 
a perfect hold on the powers of memory, cannot be fiiUy de- 
veloped, lor want of some leading circumstance which has 
escaped remembrance, and is, like a match, absolutely indis- 
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pensable for setting the train of gunpowder on fire. Though 
the miniature is not well executed," added he, looking at h, 
" yet the features present the general expression of my fiu 
ther's countenance, and I felt that I had been familiar with 
the original ; but there was a vagueness in the impreanon, 
which did not vanish, till you uttered his name. — ^It was like 
a mist, suddenly rolled away ! Now, the whole appean so 
clear and plain, that I am astonished at myself for my want 
of penetration." 

<<It is then certain," said the Major, '^that you andSophk 
are cousins. — ^I give you both joy of it." 

<< And I think, my prima should do the same," interrupted 
the captain, stealing a kiss, " and from this moment give 
me leave to call her coz, and call me Ambrosia." 

" Though we be cousins," replied Miss Quinton, playfully, 
and disengaging herself, *^ it is no reason that you shooJd 
grow saucy and familiar, Senor Capilan, — ^I must make you 
keep your distance and teach you discipline.'' 

" Will you, indeed ?" replied our hero, who was now in 
a fine flow of spirits, and in a witty vein. << But what do 
you say about going to a ball this evening, at Madame Lar- 
ronie — the French lady's house ? — It will evaporate all the 
remainder of ill humor against me, for my fooliah conduct of 
yesterday." 

Miss Quinton's father urging her to accept the g^iIud's 
invitation, she consented, and the latter took his leafS. 

As soon as he got to his friend's, this one peroenod by 
his radiant countenance, and the peculiar buoyancy of hii 
manner, that some happy circumstance must have tmoed 
up, but the captain did not wait till he should inqoin the 
cause of his joy. He broke forth in a tone of exollalion: 
" Give me your felicitations, Troles, — ^we have made an in- 
teresting discovery. — Miss Quinton is my cousin ! — ^Ber mo- 
ther was my father's sister." And, thereupon, he wfBtiBd 
the account which the Major had given him of the Crngb* 
ton family, and showed in what way his own father had come 
to change his family name ; manifesting, at the same tiM^ 
that the idea of such a connection rendered Miss Qniloo 
still dearer to him. 

<' His friend was, nevertheless, far from congratnhting 
him upon such a discovery. — On the contrary, he toU bin 
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it was rather unlucky for him, and that he would find it a seri- 
ous obstacle to his marriage. 

" An obstacle to my marriage !" exclaimed the captain — 
" What do you mean, my dear Troles ?" 

" Why,'* answered the latter, " are you not aware this is 
as impediment which renders your marriage null and void, 
unless it be released by a previous dispensation from the 
Holy See, and that such a grant is not to be obtained with- 
out a large sum of money ? — I wonder that a man of your 
standing should have so imperfect a knowledge of the canon 
law ! — JBy the virgin of Guadelupe, you should be sent back 
to school. — There will be a postponement of your marriage, 
now. It will take one year, at least, to send to Rome and 
get an answer." 

" Is it even so ?" exclaimed Captain Letinez, " then, con- 
found the canon law." 

" Hush, hush : — for God's sake, my dear friend, do not 
blaspheme," cried Troles. " The canon law is a part and 
parcel of the law of this country, and besides, it is a holy 
thing, the prop of the church." 

"But what are we to do ?" asked the captain. 

" Why," resumed his friend, " I would advise you to visit 
Padre Rapinez, the great canonist of this place, who will in- 
fonxi you of the measures necessary for procuring a dispen- 
sation. He is a venal soul, and has the greatest reverence 
for wealth. You may be sure he will smooth the matter for 
you, as much as possible. There are no canons capable to 
withstand sixty five thousand dollars income." 

" Well, then, I will go and see this father Rapinez," said 
the captain ; " and if money be all that is wanting, he may 
have cause to call this marriage one of the best wind-falls 
he was ever blessed with." And, as there was yet a long 
time before the hour when he was to accompany Miss 
Quinton to the ball ; away he went, to consult the above 
mentioned clergyman, who was considered quite an oracle, 
in matters of canon law, and was, moreover, ecclesiastical 
judge and rector of a parish more extensive than any diocese 
in Europe. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

Laws are like cobwebs, which detain miall fliet, but dM V|«i 

break through them. 

Padre Rapifiez, of Matamoros, with an ecclotwrfcal » 
come of about eight thousand dollars per annum, wai. In iD 
things, the reverse of the good clergyman whom we hm de- 
picted in the beginning of this worn; yet he posMand Ait 
fawning address, which too many among the Meorican geody 
mistake for politeness. An affectation of humility, wUeh 
amounted to baseness, and a hypocrisy of benevokaoe Ikt 
made him press his favors upon such as needed them notr* 
accompanied by perpetual smiles and mellifluooa wmb 
covered a heart as hollow, and a temper as wrathfid m k v 
possible to find. This worthy was a great reapeder of Ae 
rich, for it was his principal aim to keep up hu popdulf 
with the upper classes. Of course, he received oar boo 
with the utmost civility, and had no sooner heen infimalof 
his business, than he hastened to relieve him firomhisaBiNi 
forebodings. "It is true," said he, "that the diipe— lim 
which you need for your marriage, being for the aeooai it- 
eree of consanguinity, is, by the canons, reserved! t» ie 
Pope ; but his Holiness, considering the unaettled atals if fa 
Republic, has, in his fatherly mercy, sent an fmliiftwIiT 
Bishops, whereby they are enabled to grant these 
tions to the diocesans. Now, there is no doubtbota^ 
tleman of your house has a peculiar right to the flwOTif 
the church, and his most illustrious Lordship, our BhhoF^ 
will delight in having it in his power to oblige you. I wti, i 
however, forewarn you that there will be a trifle to pay^ ml I 
as a price for the dispensation, — you understand^— bit Ht . 
multa, (fine,) for the violation of the laws of the dmcb^ / 
which is employed in pious works." 
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" Well," interrupted the captain, " this will be no difficul- 
ty with me. — Unless the amount should prove enormous." 

" Enormous !" replied the padre. " No. The Mexican 
Church is too tender a mother. It will, on the contrary, be 
very light. I dare say, not above a thousand dollars." 

" A thousand dollars !" exclaimed the captain, in amaze- 
ment. " And do you call that a trifling sum ?" 

" Why !" said the priest, " for such a man as you, it is cer- 
tainly insignificant. Consider, Senor, that our most illustri- 
ous Lord, the Bishop of Monterey, was a poor friar, without 
a cent in his pocket, and that, upon being raised to the mitre, 
he had to go in debt to the amount of forty thousand dollars, 
to procure the episcopal insignia, and afler taking possession 
of his See, he found his income could not even defray the ex- 
penses of his household ; much less enable him to pay his 
debts. Now, he is reduced to live in the convent of San 
Francisco, in Mexico, for the sake of economy, and to apply 
the proceeds of those multas to satisfy his creditors. So, it 
will not be too much for you, to contribute to this good 
work. But take notice that I do not include in this sum, the 
various fees of office, — church rates, — ^raguarUes to the sa- 
cristan and choristers, — ^beadle and bell-ringer, — notorial fees, 
and my own charges for brokerage — without mentioning the 
flinging boys, who are left to your generosity." 

" Brokerage !" echoed the captain, with a smile which w«i8 
any thing but flattering for the Sehor Cura. 

" Ay, brokerage !" resumed the priest, a little confused. 
** The word was, perhaps, ill chosen ; but I meant the proper 
fees for my trouble and intervention in the matter. You are 
aware, no doubt, that the drawing of the petition to his Lord- 
■faip must be in Latin, and that it requires no little skill and 
some labor to compose it, and detail the canonical reasons, 
which alone can prompt the church to grant the favor sued 
for. You do not expect these things shall be done out of 
mere charity, as for a beggar, {de ttmosna.) 

*' I expect and desire nothing to be done for me through 
mere charity," replied the captain, with haughtiness, (for, the 
idea of obtaining the rites of the church gratis, or de limosna, 
as the Mexican clergy express it, in order to stimulate the 
pride of their parishioners, is one of the greatest humiliations 
the latter can possibly undergo.) I confess, however, I was 
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not prepared for the manner in which hi js am etrriei 

on. I did not expect to see an explicit Gonuw»» entered imo^ 
as for the acquisition of a piece of property. I had loppond 
it was left to the generosity of a gentleman. But, 
every thing is done above board, and in a merchant-like 
ner, I will draw up the petition myself." 

The priest, who saw that he was going to loae tUi oeh 
windfall, wanted to repair the effect of hia indiBCietiQai He 
apologized, and said the sum would not, probably, amoiitio 
a thousand dollars — ^that it was the roazimmn, and Ank 
could obtain the dispensation for eight, nay, periiap»fi 
seven hundred :-— all would not do. The r^iplain was iMi> 
orable, and taking leave of him, returned home, iriwi^W 
recalling to his remembrance various acrapa of Lath^he kd 
learned in his youth and with the help of hia firiend, he ne* 
ceeded in composing an elegant petition to the Bidnp of 
Monterey, and aespatched it, that same evening, with a rtmg 
letter of recommendation from the general to mck it. 

This business being over, his mind felt at mt, ibr k 
doubted not, but he would receive a fiivorable anaver fivn 
Mexico, in less than a fortnight. He, th etef oae, thoBlJhl cf 
nothing but paying his court with aasididty to his flur eoM ; 
and for that .pdrpose, was very importunate to take her to 
balls and assemblies, which the people of fiiahion fkeqpMif 
gave to the supeifior officers of the army. 

It happened tlmt five days after Madame LamidaVpiilfi 
Don Gregorio, Francisco de Paula, Jofl6, Blaria da Cmiih 
with his spouse. Dona Catalina, Teresa de Jeaoi da Mmmm, 
(I like to give both names at full length, becanae^ in Ikmoo, 
a wife preserves her own, distinct from that of liar halmrfX 
gave a splendid assembly ; which, it waa inlendd^ Am 
surpass any thing ever seen in Matamoroa. MbImb Lu- 
ronie, they confessed, had stolen a march npoa tern, ia 
causing her gran sola to be floored with fine wvoq^phak, 
imported from New Orleans, for that expreaa nt*nm^fl^. YUo 
was an unheard of piece of luxury and had been enMlU be- 
yond measure, on account of the wondeiAiI eaae and gnoa it 
imparted to the movements of the dancera. 

Don Gregorio and his wife could not offer the 
venience to their party, but still they were 
Madame Larronie ; for they held it a kind of adgna V|ioa 
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hB Mexican character, that a foreign lady should know het* 
«r than they, how to order these things. To carry, there- 
bre, their scheme into effect, they borrowed all the fine fiir- 
liture they could cram into their hall. Four mahogany side* 
KMurds, placed at equal distance, two on each side, displayed 
in immense quanti^ of china, lent by an importing merchant. 
?Qar large looking glasses, all borrowed, decorated the walls 
ind afforded to the beauties of the place peculiar facilities for 
soQtemplating their charms. Sofas of the latest fashion filled 
Mp the empty spaces, between the side-boards, and afforded 
nqperior convenience for lolling with grace and elegance. 
3at what capped the climax and commanded the general ad- 
niration was a cut glass chandelier, suspended from the ceil- 
ing ! Such a piece of furniture had never been seen in Ma- 
Ainoros and was accounted the neplus ultra of magnificence ; 
K> that Madame Larronie was, by the unanimous voice of the 
sompany, declared absolutely out done. 

All the principal officers of the army and not a few of the 
nferior ones were present, and participated in the festivities 
if the night ; appearing in a variety of costumes, which, 
irithout being elegant or picturesque, were sufficiently varied 
for the purposes d^ singularity. A colonel presented himself 
in the summer neglig^ of the country, — white vest — ^trowsers 
md roundabout of ^e same, with an enormous, silk sash, of 
some brilliant color, round his breast — th^ only insignia of 
his military rank being two small embroidered strips on his 
ihoulders, in lieu of epaulets. A captain danced m his cum- 
brous regimentals, loaded with more gold than !s, m Europe, 
hiYished upon a general : the seams of his pantaloons cover- 
ed with broad gold lace — ^the collar, cuffs and skirts of his 
coat, richly embroidered with the same, and two epaulets, 
nearly as large as frying-pans, spreading their fringe down 
to his elbows. Close to him a lieutenant appeared in a citi- 
zen's dress, without the least mark of his profession. There 
was, however, a point in which, notwithstanding their variety 
of costume, ihey all agreed — it was the wearing of glazed 
hats of prodigious thickness — an absurd fashion, in a country 
where it seldom rains, and of which it is not easy to discover 
the motive. 

The ladies were no less fanciful in their habiliments than 
the gentlemen. The elegant gala dress of the Spanish fe* 
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males, consisting of a white tunic and manti la, trimmed 
with the richest Flanders' lace — at once the Aiiost modes: 
and coquetish of female costumes— did not, however, make 
its appearance. It seems that Mexican women are in- 
sensible to its charms. In ordinary circumstances, they use 
their pitiful rehozos, to cover their head and part of their 
face ; but, in their balls, they appear bare-headed, wUb their 
gowns are generally more gaudy than tasteful, heing farbe- 
lowed all over with gauze and ribons, and not anfreqotfdr, 
bedizened with spangles, like a doll's frock. Their nedu, 
hands and ears are loaded with jewels, without taste, cfaiefiy 
set with pearls ; and when they move in the mazy danoe, with 
all those meretricious ornaments dangling about them, aiid the 
noisy castanets in their hands, they look rather like Indiu Bay- 
aderes, than Christian females indulging in decent raenatioD. 

It was in this style they were dancins at Don Ghegorio, 
Jose, Maria de Castro's, and Sophia QuintoD, thoi^ & as- 
sisted at the ball with a certain degree of itougnaooe, com- 
manded, nevertheless, the admiration of all the men by her 
superior beauty ; while the women did not fidl to ciiticin the 
simplicity of her costume, with all the bitterness of esfy. 
She had been just led down, for a volerOf by Colonel FIub- 
monte, next to Captain Lctinez, the finest looking msn ia the 
army, and all eyes were fixed upon them, the young lady's 
lover enjoying with a kind of rapture the el^ance of ber 
movements, and listening with a secret pride, to the praises 
which he heard on all sides lavished upon her, when two 
strangers entered the ball-room. 

They created no sensation, for there was, at first sigfatr no- 
thing remarkable in their appearance. Both won soiled 
clothes — as if just arrived from a Ions journey. Otae was a 
reverend looking old man, with a mild countenanos^ snd ail- 
very hair ; but so feeble, that he needed his compainOD's arm 
to support his tottering steps. The second was much yiMnger. 
and of Herculean frame. His complexion indicated Asomm 
vigorous health, and the shrewd expression of his hamhoine 
features, marked him out as a man of superior intslligeaoe. 
Both of these new comers stood for a while, gaxiDg ^ the 
assembly, and successively fixing a scrutinizinff fl^sce at 
the various sroups that filled the hall ; when, at last, te el- 
der one su(ulenly sprung forward towards Captain Letinezi 
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who, having recognized him> met hin^ half-way, and received 
hina in his arfns. 

It was his grand-uncle, from Mechoacan, who had just 
arrived at Matamoros, and having learned that he was at 
liberty, had not even given himself time to chanse his 
plothes, before embracing him. Now, he pressed on his bo- 
flom the child of his promise — the only hope of his family — 
the dear pupil, whom, from the first dawn of reason, he had 
carried through the various stages of instruction, and fashion. 
ed according to the wishes of his heart — another himself, 
as he thought, and as dear as if he had been his own son. — 
Now, he held him in his embrace, and there was no danger 
of their ever being separated again ! — The young man's 
arms were cast around him, to support his weak frame, 
while the venerable old man literally lifled up his voice and 
wept ! " Oh ! Ambrosio," said he, as soon as his emotion, 
a little subsided, allowed him to give utterance to his feel- 
iiigs, " I find thee safe at last. — Heaven be praised for all 
his mercies, but mostly for this last one. — Ah ! child of my 
heart ! Little thou knowest the mortal anguish to which I 
have been a prey ; yet this one embrace repays me for all !" 

The good clergyman's companion, who was, in fact, no 
other than our hero's father, was more successful than the 
good Abbate in mastering his emotion, for he was descended 
from a more phlegmatic race, yet a tremor of pleasure shook 
his frame, as he took his son's hand into his, and his voice 
faltered, when he articulated a father's blessing on his head. 
The tall, beautiful form before him, that shone with all the 
grace of youthful manliness, was his child ! — O joy ! — .Oh ! 
had only, his long lost Maria been alive now, to share with 
him the pleasure of contemplating the son of their love \ — 
But though alone, what did he not feel, when the young man 
pressed him to his bosom ? The whole father yearned with* 
in him, and he felt it as one of those few moments of rap- 
ture, when the human soul seems on the point of being over* 
powered by a trance of bliss, and a spasm of mental plea- 
sure well nigh reduces her to the brink of annihilation. 
Some few such moments are interspersed through life — be- 
ing, perhaps, a glimpse of that immortal bliss, for which 
mankind were ordained, — but to no one are they vouchsafed 
as frequently as to a parent. 

Vol. II. 15 
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O Grod of nature, condemn those who have refbaed to 
know thee to bodily enjoyments, and, to ateoge thyself, 
plunge them into the degradation of bestial sensuality ; but 
grant me the pleasures of the soul — grant me the delights of 
paternal love, which never cloy the inward taste. — When 
thou hadst created man, thou didst rejoice at thy own work, 
and when he stood before thee, in the beauty of xnanhood^ 
'< thou crownedst him with honor and glory ;'* but of all de 
privileges thou grantedst him, none was like this, save Att 
of knowing thee ! — Oh, let such be mine ! — ^That I may, one 
day, behold the son of my bosom, standing before me, la 
the full bloom of youth, and smiling on me, with gratitude 
and filial love ! — Then I will be content to lay my head in 
the cold lap of the grave, for I shall have enjoyed die grest- 
est of human pleasures, — the one that comes nearest to tbj 
own unspeakable joys ! 

Such thoughts as these had frequently crossed Mr. Par- 
ing's mind, especially at the sight of parents fondling oo 
their children — when he was reminded of his own dear boy, 
far away — but now he saw his utmost wishes realized. His 
affection for his son was probably greater than it would hive 
been, had the latter been brought up under his imroediile 
inspection ; for he possessed one of those ardent and imifi- 
native souls for whom the remoteness of objects lends iim 
higher charms, and the rarity of the enjoyment enhnoes 
its worth. 

The scene which" the meeting of our friends 
suspended the amusements of tlie company, who 
gazing at them, with the most lively interest ; till the oU 
clergyman, his first transports beine over, reminded Mr. 
Paring of the strange figure they made, in the micMle of Ae 
dancing apartment, and manifested a desire to withdmv. 
But our hero stopped them, telling his father that he bid 
another relation at the ball, besides himself; and ii 
ately presented Miss Quinton and the old Major to the 
comers. 

The Texian could hardly believe his eyes.— The 
of recognition between the two brothcrs-io-law was nol » 
pathetic as the one which had preceded it, for they had keen 
once at variance : it was, nevertheless, sufficiently eoffiil, 
and, after apologising to the master of the house and d0 as- 
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aembly ; they left the ball, and hastened to Major Quinton's 
house. 

As they went along they formed a joyous band, — Miss 
Quinton between her father and her lover, and the old 
Abbate, between the latter and Mr. Faring." It was such a 
confusion of queries and answers ! '^ But you 'are a bold 
and brisk traveller. Faring," said the Major, "You, Tranche- 
moniagne, as your grandmother used to call you ! — To pay 
119 80 unexpected a visit and in such a spot ! — After having 
not seen us for fourteen years ! — Ay, it does my old heart 
good, however, to have, before^ death, sealed our reconcilia- 
tion by a hearty embrace." 

" I was preparing to pay you a visit, in Alabama," re- 

flied Mr. Faring ; " when I heard of your removal to Texas, 
knew that my niece had grown up into a fine woman, and 
I had to make an interest in her heart for some one." 

" Ah, you old fox !" interrupted the Major. " There, 
also, you have been more lucky than wise, and we have done 
the work in your absence. — My daughter is all but married 
to your Ambrosio. — You may, however, thank Texas, and 
the Comanches, and a thousand strange circumstances 
which have concurred in bringing it about, for, without it, 
you might as soon have hoped to pluck the Sierra Madre 
from its foundation, as to get your son out of the old Count's 
clutches, to make him take an airing through the world. — 
But I have not yet asked you when did you land, nor by 
what vessel you came." 

" Oh," replied Mr. Faring, " I have not landed at this port. 
I come from the interior. It is now more than two months 
since I landed at Vera Cruz, and after visiting the old Coupt, 
from whom I learned what had befallen Ambrosio, I made 
haste to overtake the Abbate ; which I was happy enough to 
effect, at the time he stood most in need of my assistance." 

" Well, I admire the rapidity of your movements," resum- 
ed the Major, adding in jest, "only. I fear you will not find the 
world large enough for your perambulations, and, that, like 
Alexander, you will be reduced to shed tears, that there is 
no other which you can overrun." 

" Never fear, brother," answered Mr. Faring, " my peregri- 
nations are now at an end. This >marriage will oblige me 
to settle down." 
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While the two Marylanders were thus conveniiig together, 
the captaia was communicating to the Ahbate abrief accoum 
of his adventures, and had not yet finished the recital, when 
they arrived at Major Quinton's house. 

" The travellers' mules and equipage had been left io tbe 
plaTsuela de los arrievos, under the care of trusty wemnts, 
and it being now too late to look for a house, it was lettled 
that the old clergymen should take possession of his nephew's 
apartment, in Sonora-street, while Mr. Faring wouM retnn 
to the plazuelaf where his servants had been ordered to erect 
his travelling tent. Our hero, therefore, after taking leave 
of the Quinton family, and seeing his good uncle snugly 
bestowed in his bed, and in a fair way of enjoying a comfort- 
able night's rest, accompanied his father to his tent and spent 
the night with him. 

They were no sooner alone, than Mr. Faring opened a 
confidential conversation with the young man. ** Well, nr 
dear Ambrosio," said he, *^ in my absence, I find you have 
been making up a match for yourself. Though Sophia is all 
I could wish, and the very person upon whom I had cast my 
eyes — and though this singular coincidence appears an inter- 
position of Providence ; yet, was it dutiful, on yoor part, lo 
take so important a step, without my counsel and pemus- 
sion ? Youth is heedless, blindly impelled by passion, and 
needs the experience of age. Now, suppose you had made 
a choice which I had reeison to blame, and to which it were 
my duty to refuse my consent, what an estrangement wooM 
it not produce between us ?" 

'^ Father, father, blame me not," answered the yoDiw mail ; 
" it was not passion I followed, but judgment. My rate for 
Sophia, grew in proportion with my esteem and adiimation 
for her virtues. I was perfectly convinced you eoald not 
but approve of such a choice. She will prove equal to what 
you have so oflcn told mo my mother was, and 1 hope, God 
will grant us a greater share of happiness than Ml to your 
lot. But, af\er all, can you complain? Had ^yoa acted 
yourself according to the rule you wish I had followed, ahoold 
/ be here now ?" 

" Come, come," interrupted his father; "you grow mighty. 
But let that rest, and let us speak of our ulterior projects. 
I do not wish to deprive the old Count and the good Ahbate, of 
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your company. With them you must remain as long as they 
live ; yet, in the course of nature, they cannot last long, and 
my earnest wish has been, that, when the tics which connect 
you with this country are broken, you should settle with me 
in Texas. The marriage you are going to contract will 
greatly facilitate the execution of such a plan ; for you do 
not imagine that Sophia would part from her father, or that 
the latter would consent to spend the remainder of his life in 
Mechoacan. The Mexican republic will now become a prey 
to anarchy and be divided into several states. Confusion and 
misery await the inhabitants, and it will be the part of pru- 
dence to leave the country." 

" I confess, sir," replied the young man, " that, ten months 
ago, I would have felt great difficulty in conforming to your 
wishes ; but, during my captivity, I have had more lights on 
the advanced state of civilization in the north, and it will cost 
me very little to give you my promise. I am persuaded, 
like you, that the fate of Mexico is sealed. I have not the 
least doubt, that, although arising from such a small begin- 
ning, Texas will ultimately sweep westward, even to the 
shores of the Pacific and become a considerable nation ; 
neither do I consider it as a misfortune for the inhabitants of 
our northern provinces. It will certainly improve their civil 
existence and enhance their happiness. By removing to 
Texas, we will only anticipate by a few years the fate which 
is sure to overtake us ; for, Texians we must become, whether 
we will, or not. I make no objection, then, to your plan. 
But we must keep it carefully concealed from the Abbate, as 
well as from the old Count : it would give them incredible 
pain, particularly to the latter." 

" Well, thank you, my child," said Mr. Faring, affection- 
ately. " Now, indeed, I hope my old age will be spent in 
peace and happiness. For your sake and the remembrance 
of your dear mother, I have abstained from a second mar- 
riage. You are my only child, and with you I was deter- 
mined to end my days, at whatever sacrifice, but it would 
have been gall and wormwood to me, to live and die in this 
country. My fortune is considerable, nearly about half as 
much as what you are to inherit from your grandfather, and 
it is my wish that we should form but one family — the Major, 

15* 
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yourself and wife, and myself, together with a B&ster I hate 
in Maryland, whose husband has left her in poverty." 

"Your desires, sir," replied the son, *^ shall be my law, 
and all those who are dear to you shall be dear to me. 

In those fine sentiments of mutual love and reciprocal ooo- 
descension for each other's wishes, father and son fell adeep^ 
and when they awoke, the next mominff, the most m§Mt 
thing they had to do was to look for a house, to lodge ii, 
during their stay in Matamoros. 

As they were leaving their tent, the captain happened to 
cast his eyes upon some arrierosy who hadf spent the night in 
the square, along with his father's men, and waa not a little 
surprised to perceive Flambeau among theni. He approach- 
ed him and kindly addressed him, in French, saying ; " Ek 
Men, mon ami, do you still bear rancor ? — Had you not better 
return to me ? — Harkee, my fate is now determined. Almost 
all my family have, by an unexpected concurrence of cir- 
cumstances, met in this place, and in a few days, my union 
with Miss Quinton will be consummated, when we will set 
out for Mechoacan. — Had you not better be one of the party ? 
I have an old uncle, among the rest, who is a priest, and a 
man of science and literary taste. I will place yoa with 
him, rather as a companion, than as a servant. — ^Tbe old 
gentleman will be delighted to have a schoioTf to serve hii 
mass, every morning, and to take care of his library, and he 
will never find fault with you, provided you listen with pa^ 
tience to his metaphysical disquisitions when he is in a chatty 
humor. You, that, once, so much envied the librarian of 
Scratchnoodle college, and thought him the happiest toan in 
the world, have it now in your power to secure the aane bfin 
for yourself." Flambeau had already repented Iwriiy left 
the captain ; he relented, therefore — suffered himssir 10 be 
coaxed into the family^-and having briefiy wouai VP ^ 
commercial affairs, was, the next day, introduced to Abbate 
Letinez, who, upQ|p a further acquaintance, was delighted with 
him, and treated him with the utmost CMidescensioD. 

We will not enter into the detail of all the trouUe oar tra- 
vellers had to undergo, in order to procure a house suited to 
their purpose. The best part of the day ¥ras spent in inqui- 
ries, and it was only just before twilight, that their eqaqmse 
and servants were enabled to leave the square, which, in lla- 
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tamoros, serves destitute travellers, as a caravanserai, to go 
and take possessioD of their new lodgings. We^will suppose 
them already installed in them, their apartments set in order, 
their kitchen in operation, each of their servants punctually 
discharging his alloted task, and the whole family in the full 
tide of house-keeping; for, though they intended to stay only 
one month in Matamoros, to such a strait were they reduced, 
through the want of houses of entertainment in that city, 
which is the second sea-port town of a republic boasting nine 
miltions of inhabitants ! 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

Here come the lovers, fiill of joy and 

Joy, gentle friends ! Joy and fresh days of love 

Accompany your hearts. 

Once settled in their new habitatioo, our friends had Terr 
little else to do, than to wait for the arrival of the papers from 
Mechoacan, and the dispensation from the Bishop of Monte- 
rey, necessary for the marriage of our hero ; who, either on 
account of the qualities of his mind, personal beauty, or ibe 
circumstance of his being the only scion of a wealthy aod 
noble house, was a perfect idol in the family. Old Abbtte 
Letinez, who, as wc have already observed, was a man of 
learning, much addicted to thinking and very shrewd in \us 
observations, found an agreeable employment in examiniDg 
the curiosities of the seaboard, which he had never visited be- 
fore. He was delighted with the splendid shells found on 
that pan of the coast, and collected several precious plants, 
entirely unknown on the table land of the interior, bendes 
attending to various other objects of natural history. 

Without having ever travelled out of his countryi he was 
well acquainted with geography, and pronounced the loeaiiry 
at the mouth of the Rio Bravo, the most important ibr eon- 
merce, on the gulf of Mexico, next to that of New Orleuii^') 
But at the same time he thought that, if Texas conld lecare 
her independence, these natural advantages would bi render- 
ed useless by the superior facilities which the iaMMOse ex- 
tent of frontier between that country and Mexico, would give 
for the smuggling trade. He wondered much to see noCUog 
was exported except coarse wool, raw hides and silver; when 
that port alone might furnish immense quantities of copper, 
when lead, sulphur, cochineal, vegetable gums, fi>r munTac- 
turing purposes, wine and other articles might form oooBder- 
able items. But his wonder ceased, upon being inibnned 
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that there was a general conspiracy between the government 
IimI the inhabitants to prevent the navigation of the river, 
(&oi]gh they seemed to be anxious for it) and that, by the 
multiplication of formalities, so many obstacles were thrown 
la the way of exportations, that it was a much more difficult 
operation to ship off a dozen hides, than to introduce a whole 
s^i'go of foreign goods. " Now you would hardly believe it, 
^OTM. reverend," said to him a French merchant, who acted 
* his cicerone, in his rambles ; " but we have never, got 
^^i^, a pint of wine from Passo del Norte, although the poor 
i*it»ers, there, find hardly any sale for it, and it might be 
»rougbt down by water. My neighbor, on the other side of 
"^ street, brought, last year, from the. interior, a quantity of 
^pper, to ship it to the tJnited States ; but he was prevented 
''^On embarking it, under pretence that there is a law forbid- 
^^S the exportation of the precious metals in bullion, and 
*^t this copper contains, perhaps, some gold.— Not only 
^^T people oppose the exporting of many commodities, pro- 
^<^cd here in abundance, and precious abroad ; but even 
^^^r absolutely refuse to believe in the existence of those 
"ich were not pointed out and recognized by the Spanish 
^V^ernment, in times previous to your revolution. You will 
'*l me, this is too absurd to be believed ; but you may try 
^ experiment, if you choose. Essay to make your Mexi- 
believe in the coal mines found some hundred miles up 
river ! They will laugh in your face ! — This is an arti- 
I quote, among twenty." 
** Is it so, indeed V ^aid the Abbate. " My dear country, 
^^n run the risk of becoming the poorest and most misera. 
We nation upon earth. They should change their maxima 
of |K)litical economy." 

" Yes," interrupted the Frenchman ; " for, those they foU 
W, now, seem to have been borrowed from Morocco." 

This conversation suggested to the keen sighted Abbate 

many reflections and remarks, which it might be accounted 

pi^dantic to relate in this place. We will, of course, pass 

over a period of about five weeks, and hasten to the happy 

marriage of our hero — which forms the denouement of our 

story. 

Mr. Faring, who was careful to visit the post-office every 
time the post arrived from the west, was so happy at last, aa 
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to receive two huge packets at the same time. With 
he hastily returned home, his face radiant with joy, ai 
sanhedrim of the whole family being immediately con* 
they began to examine whether any thins was w 
which might retard the nuptials so ardently desired. 

They met with no disappointment. — All the papers 
in order, and not the least formality prescribed by tl 
non law, or the ordinances of the kings of Spain had 
neglected. There came, first, the certificate of bapti 
our hero, extracted from the registers of the parish chu 
Phelipa, — duly authenticated by the ecclesiastical notar} 
place, and afterwardjLendorsed, signed, sealed and legal i 
the Bishop of DuraYigo. — Fees, forty-six dollars ! — 
came, in the second place, an attestation in due form fn 
parish priest of Pascuaro, diocese of Mechoacan, by w 
was made known to all men, that Ambrosio dc I^ 
captain of cavalry in the Mexican service, was a shigh 
and at full liberty to contract marriage, no other impe( 
intervening, &;c. &c. This instrument of writing wa 
endorsed by the Bishop of Mechoacan, and chargei 
twenty-two dollars. The third piece was a dispcr 
from the last prelate, whereby our hero, being his die 
and under his jurisdiction, was permitted to contract 
riage, in facie Ecclesia, with Sophia Quinton, withui 
publication of bans, the above said bishop being mc 
grant that favor, by good and canonical reasons ; and, 
back, this pious condescension was rated at two hundn 
sixty dollars, — as a muJta, (fine) to be spent in pious 
by the bishop aforesaid. This, with a paternal lettei 
the old Count, and a notarial act, by which he gave h 
sent for the captain's marriage, did well enough for ! 
acan. 

Now came the other packet. It was from the Bisl 
Monterey, who mercifully dispensed our hero from the 
cation of bans, likewise, seeing that the marriage was 
solemnized in his diocese, and exacted, for this act ol 
ness, the light sum of seventy dollars. A second pap< 
tained the dispensation of what is technically called d 
tas cuUus, that is to say, the religion of the bride, 
this was a matter of great consequence, and a bad pre 
for the diocesans of his most illustrious Lordship, the 
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IS ordered to pay she hundred dollars, and, moreover, 
t, and recite the seven penitential psalms, on the first 
y in every month. 

th these papers in his possession, our hero was not 
than half way through his difficuhies, for the same for- 
es, should, in rigor, have been required of the bride, 
low could she prove that she was not a married wo- 
— She was a stranger in the country, and before she 
get an authentic certificate of solteria, (singleness) as 
panish law terms it, the marriage would be delayed at 
six months ! In this emergency, our hero remember- 
lat his friend had told him of the -pMability of principle 
her Rapinez, and caused him to 'be spoken to by his 
and his father. Tlie curate was easily prevailed upon 
;eive Mr. Faring's declaration, as a complete proof of 
)ung lady's being at liberty to contract marriage, where- 
the old Abbate, who attributed it to his eloquence and 
jating powers of persuasion, was not a little elated ; but 
d not know that a secret douceur to a certain Dona 
ipia, who passed for the curate's cousin, three times re- 
d, had preceded their visit to the padre. 
le difficulty being thus smoothed over, the day for the 
nony was appointed, and, on the happy morn, the cor- 
proceeded from the house of the bride to the parish 
^h, where father Rapinez awaited them, in his most 
did vestments. A number of officers waited upon the 
groom, in order to do him honor, and during the mar- 
mass, a fine band of music played national airs, 
le priest being expeditious, the ceremony was soon over, 
)ur hero led his bride in triumph to his own house, whi- 
Major Quinton also immediately removed. At night, 
was a superb ball, which, according to an ancient pro- 
, was opened by Captain Alvarez dancing a volero Whh 
ride. To him, besides, were paid the principal hoiors 
e soirie^ the family thinking that they could never ^o 
gh, to manifest their gratitude towards the noble heart- 
lan, who had saved Major Quinton 's life, with so much 
er to himself. — And we wish we had the power of a 
er to immortalize his name, as weTl as that of his wife, 
ley are not fictitious personages, and well deserve to be 
red for their humane heroism. 
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Our task is now drawing to a close. A few days after lb 
marriage, the whole family left Matamoros'/or MecboaGan; 
the captain, his wife and Major Quinton riding in one coick; 
and Mr. Faring, Abbate Letinez and Flambeau, in aootki 
They met with no accident on their journey, unless le 
should call by that name the fright of the bride aad ho 
father, at a place called los Coyotes, where they encampdi 
the first night afler leaving Matamoros. Some pnin 
wolves, which prowled round their tents, made so dreali 
a noise by their cries, as alarmed them seriously. Ubk- 
customed as they were to these visits, they supposed tha 
selves surrounded by several scores of ferocious animals, iii 
their surprise was great upon being assured that there wes 
not probably more than three or four creatures of the fair 
species, dangerous only to lambs and poultry. 1^ 

They could not pass within reach of Phelipa, without pij-P 
ing a visit to the excellent Don Fernando de LarrifaiLl 
Ever since be had become acquainted with fiither LeliAex,r 
in the manner related in the beginning of this work, beU' * 
kept up a friendly correspondence with him, and coDtiaofti 
to take a lively interest in Mr. Faring's son. His deligic 
was inexpressible in seeing, now, in full and blooming mas- 
hood, the being he had parted from, with so much grid 
when only an infant. As he embraced him, he could «k 
help calling him hijito,^nd when this hahe, of five feetclefeo 
inches high, presented to him his bride, bo kissed her, also, 
for the sake of his child, (en favor del muchacbo.)— Of tJK 
old inmates of the house, none remained alive, but the oU 
Ama de Haves, who manifested nearly as much joy as her 
master, at the sight of father Letinez whom she reoogawd 
immediately, and could not refrain from tears, whet told 
the captain was the babe she had nursed nineteen yean be- 
fore. 

Our travellers' joy was damped by a mournful eereooiij. 
Mr. Faring, of course, wished to visit his wife's graie 
and his son was no less anxious than he, to kneel oa tke 
sacred spot. But tearing themselves, at last, from the moom- 
ful recollection, they resumed their journey and arrived at 
Pascuaro in eighteen days af\er leaving Phelipa. When the 
old Count saw his brother and grandson, he was so over 
joyed as entirely to lose his gravity. — He rubbed his handi 
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ther, — skipped aboat like a child — actually gave two 
38 to his grandson's bride, and began to talk about a 
i grandson, as if he expected one on the very day of her 
val. 

[rs. Letinez, or the young Countess, as she is called by 
8 of the people, thereabouts, is becoming accustomed to 
town, and greatly admires the scenery of the surround- 
country, which she finds superior to any thing she ever 
before. 

*he.old Abbate is delighted with Flambeau, who has now 
ned Spanish enough, to discuss with him questions of 
&physics, which furnish both with subjects for intermi- 
le conferences. He has, moreover, availed himself of the 
wledge he acquired, while a servant in Scratchnoodle Col- 
if to construct for the old man several philosophical instru- 
tts that have enabled him to perform certain experiments 
lad never seen before. A galvanic battery, in particular, 
thrown the good gentleman into raptures, and a rotary 
;net he has set up in his library has caused a great run 
le gentry ^ from a considerable distance. 
[r. Faring, curbing his erratic disposition, has promised 
Lay in Pascuaro, until he sees the birth of a grandchild; 
still, by means of a correspondent, in New Orleans, he 
naking preparations in a snug corner of Texas, where 
intends to establish himself definitively. He has even 
Lured to drop some hints of his design to the Abbate, and 
gines that, were the old Count once removed, his bro- 
• might be prevailed upon to settle in the territory of the 
^ republic, with the rest of the family. 
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NOTES TO VOLUME II. 



Note 1, foge 11. — Account of the afiair of San Jacinto, k 
given by Santa Anna, in his official communication to the Mex- 
ican government. 

*' Early on the 19th of April, I sent Oaptain Marcos Barragan. 
with some dragoons, to a point on tlie LynchbuiKh road, three 
leagues distant from New Washitigton, in order tnat he shouid 
watch and communicate to me, as speedily as possible, the ar- 
rival of General Houston ; and on thei^th at eight o'clock in the 
morning, he informed me that Houston had just got to Lynch- 
burgh. It was with the greatest joy that all the individuals be- 
longing to the corps then under my immediate ordera heard 
these news, and they continued the march already begun in th** 
best iripirits. 

** At my arrival, Houston was in possession of a wood, on the 
margin of Bayon Bufl&lo, which, at that point, empties itaelf into 
the SSan Jacinto creek. His situation rendered it indispensable 
for him to fight, and my troops manifested so much enthusiasm 
that I immediately began the battle. Houston answeied our fire, 
but refused to come out of the cover of the woodsL I wished to 
draw him into a field of battle suited to my purpose, and, in con- 
sequence, withdrew about a thousand yards distance^ to an emi- 
nence atfurding a favorable situation, with abundance of water 
on my rear, a tJiick wood on my right, and a large pUuDM my 
leii Upon my executing this movement, the eiieni|^ §n in- 
creased, ])articularly that of his artillery, by which GapCiia Fer- 
nando Urriza was wounded. About one hundred eavalry Nllied 
out of the woods and boldly attacked my escort, whkh'wM fOi^ 
ed on the lef^, causing it to fall back, for a few mOMmlib and 
wounding a dragoon. I commanded two companiM^iHlidorM 
to attack them, and they succeeded in repelling UMB iliB the 
woods. SSonuf infantry had also sallied out, but seeii^ Av ea- 
valry in full retreat, they withdrew. It was five o'ddek il the 
evening, and our troops watited refreshment and resl^ which I 
permitted them to take. Thus was the rest of the day spent 
We lay on our arms all night, during which I was busy in post- 
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ing my forces to the best advantage, and procuring the construc- 
tion of a parapet, to cover the position of our cannon. I had 
posted three companies in the wood, on our right ; — the perma- 
nent batallion of Matamoros formed out body of battle, in the 
centre — and, on our left, was placed the cannon, protected by the 
cavalry, and a column of select companies, (de preferencia,) 
under the orders of Lieutenant Colonel Santiago Luelmo, which 
composed our reserve. On the 21st, at nine o'clock, in the morn- 
ing, Greneral Cos arrived with four hundred men, belonging to 
the batallions of Aldama, Guerrero, Toluca and Guadalaxara, 
having left one hundred, under the orders of Colonel Mariano 
Garcia, with their loads, in a swampy place, near Harrisburgh, 
and these never joined me. 

" I then saw that my orders had been contravened, for I had 
asked five hundred select infantry, and they sent me raw re- 
cruits, who had joined the army at San Louis Patosi and Saltillo. 
I was highly displeased with this act of disobedience, and con- 
sidered the new reinforcement as trilling, whereas, before its ar- 
rival, I entertained well founded hopes of gaining some decisive 
advantage with the new succour, which was to give me the su- 
periority in point of numbers. 

^I disposed myself however, to take advantage of the favor- 
able spirit which I perceived in our soldiers, on the arrival of 
Greneral Cos. But the latter represented to me that, having 
made a forced march, in order to reach my camp early, his troops 
bad neither eaten nor slept during twenty-four hours, and, that, 
while the loads were on the road, it was indispensable to grant 
some time for refreshment to the soldiers. I consented to it, but» 
in order to keep a watch over the enemy, and protect the loads 
which were coming on, I posted my escort in a favorable place, 
reinforcing it with thirty-two infantry, mounted on officers' horses. 
Hardly one hour had elapsed when General Cos begged me, in 
behalf of Don Miguel de Aguirre, the commander of the escort. 
to permit his soldiers to water their horses, which had not drunk ' 
for twenty-four hours, and let the men take some refreshment 
Being moved by the pitiable tone^ in which this request was made, 
I consented ; commanding, at the same time, that Aguirre and 
his men should return to occupy tbeir position, as soon as they 
should have satisfied their necesutjesi and his disobedience to 
thJB order concurred to favor the surprise which the enemy ef- 
fected. 

•* Feeling myself exceedingly fatigued firom having spent tlie 
whole morning on horseback, and the preceding night without 
sleep ; 1 lay down under the shade of some trees, while the sol- 
diers were prepaitig their meal. Calling General Castrillon, 
who acted as major-general, I recommended to him to be watch- 
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ful, and to give me notice of the least moTement of the enemy: 
and also to inform me when the meal of the soldieFB would be 
over, because it was urgent to act in a decisive mmnner. 

^ I was in a deep sleep, when I was awaken by the firinc ud 
noise. I immediately perceived that we were attacked* and hid 
fkllen into a frightful disorder. — The enemy had surprised our 
advanced posts. One of their wings had driven away the thiw 
select companies, posted in the woods, on our right ; and fioo 
among the trees, were now doing much execution with theix ri- 
fles. The rest of the enemy's infantry attacked us in front; wi^ 
two pieces of cannon, and the cavalry did the same on our Iff. 

" Although the mischief was already done, I thought I coald 
repair it ; and with that view, sent the batailion of Aldama, to 
rem force the line of battle, formed by that of Matamoroe* and or- 
ganised a column of attack under the orders of Don Manuel 
Cespedes, composed of thepermanent batailion of Guerrero, and 
the pickets of Toluca and Guadalaxara, which moved to the front, 
with the company of Lieutenant Colonel Luelmo^ in order to 
check the advance of the enemy ; but m^ efforts were vain. 
The line was abandoned by the two batallions that covered it; 
and notwithstanding the fire of our cannon* the two columns 
were thrown into disorder ; Colonel Cespedes being wounded, 
and Captain Luelmo, killed. General Castrillon, who ran to and 
fro, to re-establish order in our ranks, fell, mortally wounded, and 
the new recruits threw every thing into confusion ; breaking their 
ranks, and preventing the veterans from making use of their 
arms ; while the enemies were rapidly advancing, with lond hur- 
rahs, and in a few minutes, obtained a victory which they could 
not, some hours before, have even dreamed of. 

AH hopes being now lost, and every one flying as ftst as be 
could, I found myself in the greatest danger, when a servant of 
my aid-de-camp. Colonel Don Juan Bringas, offered roe his mis- 
ter's horse, and with the most urgent and tender exmatkos, 
insisted upon my riding off the field. I looked about lor i^y fs- 
cort, and two dragoons who were hurriedly saddling their hnkeSt 
told me their officers and fellow-soldiers had maSk ^fdr #ntpe. 
I remembered that General Filisola was only seventeen leagues 
distant, and I took my direction towards his campi : I^ dulad 
through the enemies, but they pursued me, and anflraiido of 
one league and a half, nearly overtook me, on tha banks of a 
large creek, the bridge over which had been burned. ''I al^hlfd 
from my horse and with much difficulty succeeded in ooneMliBft 
myself in a thicket of dwarf pines. Night coming on, I gBflyw 
my pur^5uer8, and the hope of reaching the army gave me new 
strength. 1 crossed the creek, with the water up to my breart, 
and continuing my route on foot, I found in a nouse that had 
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been abandoned, some articles of clothing, which enabled me to 
change my apparel. At eleven o'clock, A. M., while I was cross- 
ing a large plain, my pursuers came up with me again and seized 
on my person. Such is the history of my capture. On account 
of my change of apparel they did not recognize me, and inquired 
whether I had seen Santa Anna ] To this I answered that he 
had made his escape ; and t^iis answer saved me from instant 
death, as I have, since, been given to understand. 

Note 2, page 70. — The lime-stone ponds, in the mountains of 
Texas, as well as the lagoons, on the coast, abound in fish and 
water-fowls, and offer almost every variety found in North 
America. Among the best kinds of the former are the perch, 
trout, pike, carp, chub, pout and buffalo. In the bays and 
inlets of the 'sea are found the cat-fish, sturgeon, mullet, sheeps- 
head and the red-fish, which is particularly abundant in Galves- 
ton bay. Many of these attain a large size. In addition, there 
are crabs, shrimps, soft and hard shell turtles and oysters of ex- 
cellent flavor. The latter, in particular, are in beds that seem in- 
exhaustible, in some places, the continuous banks extending 
thirty miles in length, by one or two in breadth. 

Of wild fowls which make the water their haunt, there are 
inmiense flocks, chiefly in the winter, more particularly around 
Galveston bay, and their eggs are found in great quantities upon 
the shores of the islands, and harbors. The principal kinds are 
the pelican, crane, goose, brandt, duck, curlew, swan, loon, teal» 
storK, snipe, water-hen and fish-hawk. As many of the prairies 
are intersected by considerable lakes, even at a distance from the 
sea-coast, these water fowls are also found in the interior, between 
the Trinidad and the Brazos. Cane lake, in the midst of a prai- 
rie, with an expanse of water, about ten miles long, and fiqom 
one to three wide, is one of their favorite places of resort 

Note 3, page 79. — The Rio de Santiago crosses the state of 
Jalisco, from east to west It is a considerable stream which 
communicates with the lake of Chapala^ and can be navigated 
firom Salamanca, to the port of San Bias, meandering through a 
country of unsurpassed fertility. The Mescala is further south 
and can be of little service for navigation, unless by the help of 
locks. The Panuca, which falls into the sea at Tampico, can be 
navigated by steamboats, one hundred miles. The waters of the 
Valley of Mexico and the river ChuatUitlan disembogue into the 
Panuco, by the tunnel of Huehuetoca, one of the most stupen- 
dous works ever executed by the genius of man, and by wnich 
the city of Mexico has been, in great measure, secured against the 
recurrence of the inundations which, before, used to deluge it, 
along with a great part of the valley. As the lake of Tezcuco 
is the lowest, it receives the waters of that of Chalco, from the 

16* 
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south and those of San Cristoyal from the nortfa« which latter 
was anciently the recipient of the Rio Guautitlan and tereral 
lagoons that extend from its northern ezfremityt nearly to the 
foot of the hill of Sincoque. The communication between the 
above mentioned river, and those lakes is now regulated br 
locks, and no more water is suffered to flow towards the soath, 
than is necessary to keep the lake of Tezcuco up to a oertaio 
level. 

Note 4, page 108. — Jalisco is, in point of population ind 
wealth, the second state (now, department) of the Meann 
Republic. Its capital, Guadalaxara, boasts a population of n|^ 
or ninety thousand souls. It is built on the left bank of the nrer 
Santiago, is tlie seat of an university, and the residence of i 
bishop. The climate is delightful, though wamif and ]»oviBioiifl 
are exceedingly cheap^ — ^The ueak of colima is the most occi- 
dental volcano of all those of Mexico, which are placed nauly 
on a line, running north and south It frequently emits ]ffodi- 
gious quantities of cinders, and the smoke can be seen at a tb:^ 
distance, at sea. Its elevation above the Pacific ocean ii esti- 
mated at six thousand feet, by father Abad j Queipa 

Note 5, page 113. — The mint, in Mexica l^is estabUeb- 
ment has, at aU times, commanded the attrition of fo r w g n s w i 
and been celebrated throughout the world, on account of the 
prodigious quantity of precious metals which have been eoined 
in it. Till fourteen years afler the conquest« that is to sajt till 
1535, no other money was current in Mexico than what was 
struck in Spain ; but as this was not sufficient for the necessities 
of the country, the inhabitants made use of pieces of sihrer of a 
fixed weight, and hence the introduction or the woid psM^ to 
designate a dollar. This, giving birth to many firandsi a n^ 
decree was issued, on the 11th of May, 16^ for tiis sstablidi- 
ment of three mints, in America, one in the cihr of FdIob^ ooo at 
Santa Fe, in New Grenada, and the other in jf ezicou Tht hat 
named building cost 91|004,493. Its principal firgiit fooM the 
north, and is one hundred and twenty varas in lei^i^and that 
which faces the east is one hundred and seventr. Itiasofidly 
constructed and in good style. All the principal ofteen lodie 
in it, and the apartments of the superintendent ars'softdeiinT 
sumptuous for a prince. There are more than thiM handled 
men employed in it, and anciently many of the offices wm sold 
by government and passed from father to son. Ab k%k as 
960,000 were, at times, paid for the office of treasarer. Boom of 
Uie most lucrative posts, about the mint, were in poosfwisn of 
religious communities — as, for example, the office of fiist snaeU 
ter and assayer, which belonged to the convent of cannelite 
friars ! 
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Now this estabUshment presents but a faint image of what it 
has been. The stream of precious metals which, once, made it 
so noted, has been nearly exhausted, and it has, of late years, 
served for little else than to coin copper. There are now other 
mints in the country, such as at Zacatecas, Durango, &c. &c. 

Note 6, jioge 176. — Greographical sketch of the lower parts of 
the valley of the Rio Bravo, with a description of the principal 
towns on its banks. 

These settlements, some of which were begun as far back as 
eighty or ninety years ago, received the refuse of the Mexican 

S>pulation, and this district of country thus became the Botany 
ay of Mexico. The convicts whom the vice regal government 
of the capital sent by thousands, to people those desert regions, 
were settled in large villages, termed presidios^ (forts) from the 
circumstance of their being protected, or, rather, kept in awe, by 
email bodies of soldiers, generally residing in some adjoining stone 
inclosure, which the grandiloquence of the Spaniards dignified 
with the title of fortress. Several of those presidios have, in pro- 
cess of time, grown into considerable places, and the immorality 
of the original settlers has been somewhat modified, by the ac- 
cession of more honest persons ; yet the population of those dis- 
tricts is, at this day, much more vicious, than that of any other 
portion of the Mexican Republic. 

The largest of these places is the city of Matamoros, situated 
on the right bank of the Rio Bravo, about sixty miles above its 
mouth. Originally called £1 Refugio, it continued an inconsider- 
able village, till it was made a port of entry ; from which time, 
its growth was so rapid, that its population lately amounted to 
sixteen thousand souls. The present war against Texas has 
greatly checked its progress, still it must, ultimately, become a 
place of great importance, as it is at the mouth of the largest 
river, next to the Mississippi, of all those which empty them- 
selves into the gulf of Mexico, Even, at this day, the commerce 
of Matamoros is considerable ; coming next to that of Tampico 
and Vera Cruz. It will certainly, betore long,' surpass that of 
either of those two cities, and as soon as steamboats can ply in 
safety on the Rio Bravo, the trade of four or five large states 
must centre in this place. Chihuahua can send its precious me- 
tals and copper to the banks of this river, by the way of the tra* 
vesta ; Passo del Norte can send its wine, Taos can float down 
its timber and New Leon produces sugar in abundance ; while 
cotton can grow every where, along the margin of the stream. 

Between Matamoros and the mouth of the river, t)ie country 
is thinly interspersed with small villages and solitary farm-houses, 
and the sugar-cane is already in successful cultivation ; though 
not to any considerable extent The few settlers who inhabit 
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the Texian side are yet aimoet exclusiyely Mexicui8» and limit 
their attention to grazing. Even tliis kind of industry has been 
much checked by the incursions of the Lipan Indiansy and the 
robberies of the Mexican soldiery. 

Matamoros, being a new city, is regularly laid off; with brotd 
streets, cutting each other at right angles, and adorned with ser- 
eral handsome squares. It possesses some fine private hoiuo^ 
built in the American style, several stories in height, with elepol 
balconies ; but most of the buildings are in the Mexican fashuDi 
only one story, with flat roofs — and the dwellings of the lowed 
class are little better than wretched cabins, of unburnt brick& 
covered with thatch. The scite of the city, being perfectly level 
is subject to be overflowed by the Rio Bravo ; the waters of 
which, at the season of its periodical inundations, cover the prai- 
ries to a vast extent ; but, in spite of the yearly recurrence of these 
floods, the country is perfectly healthy. Never has any epidemic 
save tlie last general cholera, visited these parts of the Mezicaa 
Republic, neither has tlie yellow fever shown itself Chronic dis- 
eases themselves seem to be milder and rarer than in tlie heal- 
thiest parts of the United States. 

Sixty miles above Matamoros, on the same side of the river, 
is found the town of Reynosa, a place of three thousand inhabit- 
ants, and the seat of a parish which extends twenty-five leagues 
on both sides of tlie Rio Bravo, and boasts a population of six or 
seven thousand inhabitants. Here, the first high lands are met, 
in ascending the stream ; and the town itself is built on a rockjf 
ridge, the base of which is washed by the Bravo. The people of 
this parish attend chieHy to raising cattle, or burning lime. The 
farms are extensive, stocked with immense fiocks of goats ami 
sheep, or herds of homed cattle. Few of the (armers attempt to 
raise corn ; the land is, nevertheless, of amazing fertility, ind 
the river offers great facilities for irri^tion, but the people ire 
not acquainted with any kind of machinery to raise the water. 

Sixty miles above Reynosa, we find the town of Camaigo^ tbe 
population of which amounts to six thousand inhabitaula Ii is 
situated on the same side of the Rio Bravo, at tlie place where 
the river San Juan empties itself into it This is one of the most 
important tributaries of the Bravo, draining; an immense extent 
of country — to wit, the best part of Tamaulipas, all Nuevo Leon 
and the southern half of Cohahuila. It heads in the lofbr range 
of the Sierra Madre^ twenty-five leagues west of Monte Moreloe : 
and, forty miles above its moutli, it receives the river of SaltilkK 
It is subject to high freshets, particularly at the time of the equi- 
noxes, when it rises so considerably as to become beatable ; and 
did the inhabitants but know how to avail themselves of thi^ fa- 
cility, tlie trade of those states might be greatly enhanced. I^rt 
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of the lands, at the foot of the mountains, is extremely fertile, 
extensively cultivated, and produces immense (quantities of corn 
and sugar, as well as many of the fruits peculiar to tropical cli- 
mates. The course of this river may he estimated at five hun- 
dred miles. The two largest towns in the regions which it 
drains are Monterey, the capital of the state, or department of 
Nuevo Leon, and Saltitlo, the metropolis of Cohahuila ; which 
has about twenty-five thousand itihabitants and is the seat of a 
considerable commerce and some rude attempts at the manufac- 
ture of woolens. El Pueblo, a large village, close to that city, 
consists of descendants of a colony of old Tlascalans, who have 
preserved the language of the ancient Mexicans and make use 
oi it among themselves. 

Fifty miles above Camargo, we find the town of Mier, on the 
right bank of the Bravo, the population of which amounts to four 
or five thousand inhabitants. The parish is extensive, and the 
land, occupied mostly by graziers. 

A place which, in process of time, must attain more import- 
ance, is Revilla — fifty miles up the river. A little west of this 
town, on the river Salado, are found mines of stone coal, which 
will, at no distant period, prove of immense advantage for 
the navigation of the Kio del Norte by steam. These mines are 
a continuation of a large coal-field which crosses Texas from 
east to west. It has not been yet employed to any useful pur- 
pose by the inhabitants of Mexico, though some American black- 
smiths, in Matamoros, are acquainted with its existence. 

Laredo, another town of some importance, above Revilla, is 
situated on the left bank of the Bravo, and, of course, belongs to 
Texas ; although its inhabitants have not yet recognized her ju- 
risdiction. Steamboats have ascended the river as high as this 
point; but it is navigable much farther up by boats of a light 
draught of water. It will even, probably, be found practicablo 
for small steamers, during high freshets, to penetrate into the 
state of Chihuahua, by the Rio Conchos. 

From Laredo, there is not any town of importance in the im- 
mediate vicinity of the river, till we come to Presidio del Rio 
Grande. At this place, the high road from Saltillo, to San Anto- 
nio de Bexar, crosses the Rio Bravo ; and in case of an invasion 
of Texas by the Mexicans, this will be the first point aimed at, 
chiefly on account of the great fertility of the San Antonio val- 
ley, which offers greater resources for the subsistence of an ar- 
my, than any other district of western Texas. 

Between the 29th and 30th degrees of north latitude we find the 
mouth of the river Agua Verde, which proceeds from two 
lakes situated on the edge of the Bolson of Mapimi, from whence 
it is inferred that there must be some subterranean stream in 
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that vast desert, the discovery of nThich would be followed br 
prodigious results ; as the Boison is full of mines* which nothing 
but the want of water has prevented being wrought Above 
Agua Verde, the river makes a great bend to the south, and te 
country, on the right side, has a number of villages, such as 8t 
Vincent, St Charles, Chiricote, Presidio de la Oonsolation ind 
Alamo. 

Thd Rio Conchoe, which pervades a great part of the stitB o\ 
Chihuahua, and flows from south to norUi, empties itself into the 
Bravo in SO deg. 21 min. north latitude. Fitly miles above ii. 
north of las Yunlas, at some distance from the Rio Bravo, is i 
remarkable warm spring, the volume of water of which is suffi- 
cient to turn a mill. 

The last place we will notice, on this river, is Paso del Norte 
in 30 deg. 37 min. north latitude. The town is considerable and 
burrounded by a populous, well cultivated district, famous for 
the wines it produces. They are reckoned superior to anyother 
in Mexico, yet such is the supineness- of the people, that not 
a drop of it has ever reached Matamoros. 

At a distance west of the Bravo, is the little town of Santa 
Rosa, in the vicinity of which are found silver mine«, whence 
large quantities of bullion are daily smuggled into Texas. These 
mines are important and though hitherto worked neither method- 
ically, nor on a large scale, much precious metal has been ex- 
tracted from them. Besides what has been exported throu£:li 
Texas, a considerable amount has passed through Matamorub; 
though, of course, unknown to government 

The description of tlie country bordering on the leA bank of 
the river will be more brief. The Rio Puerco, the largest tribu- 
tary of the Bravo, heads in 35 deg. north latitude, not far from 
the town of Sibileta, and empties itself into the Bravo, south of 
tlie thirtieth degree. Its course is nearly parallel with that of the 
))receding river, at the average distance of one hundred and Al\\ 
inilc6 ; but between the two, intervenes a high cliain of moun- 
tains, known under the name of Sierra de Chamate, del Diablo ; 
and, higher up, towards the north, under that of Organos* — from 
the immense quantity of cadi cylindrici which grow in its glen:*. 
A higher chain separates the valley of the Puerco, from the head 
waters of the Colorado of Texas, and the Brazos. Below Paso 
del Norte, it is called the Guadelupe ridge, and north of that 
town, it b(>ars the name of Sierra del Sacramento, some of whose 
peaks attain a prodigious height All those mountains are nitf- 
tallifurous and must, in process of time, become the seat of a 
dense poj)ulation, the valley of the I^uerco being well adaptt?d to 
agriculture and consisting chiefly of a rich loam. The upjvr 
parts of New Mexico are already well settled, and numeruui 
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TiOages are found on the Rio Bravo, both above and below San- 
ta Fe. 

The river Nueces, which derives its name from the immense 
quantity of peccon-trees growing on its banks, has an estuary 
'pafallel to that of the Bravo. The intervening district abounds 
m prickly pear and fine grass, but is scantily watered. Several 
oettiemeiits had nevertheless been made, chiefly on the road from 
Matamoros to San Patricio ; but, in consequence of the war, the 
settlers have withdrawn to Mexico. 

St*Patrick, on the left bank of the river Nueces, was, at the 
time of Santa Anna's invasion, a thriving village, almost exclu- 
fiively consisting of Irish people. These colonists were divided 
in politics ; some sided with the Mexicans, and these, at the time 
of jFilisola's retreat, followed his army to Matamoros. The oth- 
ers, who embraced tlie party of the Texians, have returned, and 
their village bids fair to become a flourishing place. Being situ- 
ated only thirty miles up the river, in a healthy and fertile coun- 
try, its future prosperity seems to rest upon a solid basis. 

East of the Nueces, the country improves, being better water- 
ed, and at this particular period, towns are springing up about 
the sea-shore, as if by enchantment, between Matagorda bay and 
Aransazu. This latter part of the country is, nevertheless, un- 
healthy and the plague of the musquitoes is worse than in Lou- 
isiana. 

San Antonio de Bexar, one hundred and forty miles from the 
sea and two hundred from the Rio Bravo, had been selected as 
the future metropolis of Texas, by the government of Charles IV., 
king of Spain. It it very well built, has, till now, been the most 
important town in Texas ; and must, from the peculiar felicity of 
its location, ever continue so. It is situated at the head of the 
river San Anton, a stream formed by the confluence of some large 
springs which issue from the ground four miles above the city. 
This stream would be navigable, were it not for the rapid decliv- 
ity of its bed, chiefly after it has received the Medina, which 
comes from the northwest ; yet the rapidity of its course multi- 
plies facilities for farming, since, in consequence of it, its waters 
can be conducted by canals to almost any part of the valley. 

The land in this neighborhood, and, indeed, as far east as 
Gouzales, is the richest it is possible to imagine, well adapted to 
the production of cotton and sugar, no less than to the cultiva- 
tion of the grape vine and tobacco, for which a very advanta- 
geous market is found on the Mexican frontier. Somewhat to 
the north of Bexar wheat succeeds well, while flax grows any 
where. To these advantages may be added the salubrity of the 
climate — no epidemic, save the last general cholera, having ever 
visited the country, though it has been settled by white people 
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more than eighty years. Winters are hardly felt, ice being Fel- 
dom seen. The air is extremely pure and transparent and 
minute objects can be discerned at such distances as would ap- 
pear incredible to any one who has not visited the country. 

The parallel of latitude in which this district is situated ari 
the direction of tlie mountains of St Sabas, which defend i: fror.. 
the northern 4)last, concur to make it the favorite spot wh'P. 
tropical productions meet those of northern climes and blend wri: 
them "in gay confusion" for the benefit of man. 

In the fields, maize indigo, rice, the sweet patatoe, beans a!.i 
divers kinds of capsicum, an infinite variety of melons and swev*. 
squashes, with many other useful plants, which it were rridle?- 
to enumerate, solicit the attention of the husbandman. In th- 
orchards, the orange and shaddock, the peach and apricock, th- 
pomegranate, the avigate, or alligator pear, the peccon and ^>.- 
veral kinds of Indian figs, along witti many of the norihtr*. 
■ fruits, succeed to perfection, while several others, such as thv a.- 
mond and the olive, might be introduced. In the gardens, ev» :y 
kind of useful plant and poth-herb known in Louisiana will grow. 
and others, known but by name in the Unit'jd States, will thr;.- 
with luxuriance. Lastly, the whole world cannot afford a U'tt-.r 
country for the grazier, stock being raised without any trouble i :. 
thepart of the owner and the wild grass beine of the best qua'.i'.v. 

The town of Bej^ar, in consequence of the war and tht- in- 
cursions of the Indians, has lost a part of its population, but '.: 
boasts yet about three thousand souls. It possesses water-po\\\r 
sufficient for a large number of factories, and its locality mut*. 
render it, one day, the emporium of two important mining dis- 
tricts, for all the mineral wealth of the sierra of St Sabas and 
Santa Rosa must altimately centre here. 

Though the mouth of the Rio Bravo affords but an indifft- rent 
port, on account of the bar at the entrance, the Brazo of Santiaci'. 
about ten or twelve miles west of it, offers a fine harbor, acco.-- 
sible to vessels drawing nine or ten feet water. It is, in conse- 
quence, the place of resort for most foreign merchantmen tra- 
ding to this part of Mexico. The Brazo de Santiago is witiiin iiw 
limits of Texas and as soon as the latter will enforce her juris- 
diction over this spot, it is highly probable a town of imporlanrt* 
will grow here. For the present, there is, at that place, as wtll 
as at the mouth of the river, nothing but a wretched villaee. bu! 
the land in the vicinity is fertile. South of the mouth of tht> Rio 
Bravo, are seen high downs, of white sand, beyond which ricli 
prairies stretch to a vast distance, sometimes intersected by 
bayons, or lagoons. Between Boca del Rio and Matamorost, the 
land lies pretty high, is beautiful and not destitute of wood ; it i^ 
one of the most desirable spots on the face of the earth, yet in a 
manner, untenanted. 




C /_/>, 



3 ifU^^ Uly Ol I ^y(j 



This book should be returned to 
the Libtary on or before the last date 
stamped below. 

A fine is incurred by retaining it 
beyond the specified time. 
Please return promptly. 



a^^'fo^ij^ 




itt-H*'* 





. .... •■•, t^J ■■•,*,' Jy^."^ . T»~*'-i ., 



